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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 3rd February, 1941, at 4-15 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, Khan 
Bahadur, c.l.E.) in the Chair, 9 llon'ble Ministers and 186 members. 


Oath. 


Mr. J. H. Speller took his oath of allegiance to the Crown. 


FelioiUtions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* Ladies and gentlemen, 
before we proceed with the business before the House, may I have 
your leave to offer on your behalf our sincerest felicitations to our 
Speaker on the honour that has been conferred upon him by His 
Majesty the King-Emperor. 1 think I voice the feelings of all the 
sections of the House when I say that we look upon this as an honour 
done to this House. 1 noticed the other day a newspaper editor congra- 
tulating our Speaker on this honour remarked that Si/ Azizul Haque 
was one of Bengal's men of destiny. I cannot agree with that t pinion. 
I have known Sir Azizul Haque continuously and most intimately 
^ainoe 1912* and I can truly say that I have always looked upon him 
not as a man of destiny but as a man destined to achieve some of the 
highest honours in his life. As a Speaker, Sir Asizul Haque has 
achieved name and fame which is not even equalled by any Speaker 
in any province in India. He has been tactful, and although at times 
S 
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FELICITATION. 


[Sip Fzb., 


it may have seemed to the Coalition Party that our Speaker hqsjieaji 
somewhat lenient to the Opposition, I may truly say that his rulings 
have always been guided by an adherence to piinciple i‘ud his sincere 
desire not merely to uphold the dignity of the House, but to preserve 
that equanimity of atmosphere in which the proceedings of a House 
like this should always be conducted. Sir A< iznl Haque is compara- 
tively young in years. We hope that he will live long to achieve still 
higher honours and that many of as will in course of time have 
occasion to work with him, if not as a member of this House, but in 
other capacities and in other spheres of activities. I once again 
convey to him our respectful felicitations and our sincere wishes for 
his long life and prosperity. 


Mr. TUL9I CHANDRA G08WAMI. Mr. Speaker, in the unavoid- 
able absence of the Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader, 
it falls to me to acquire the privilege of offering you our sincerest 
felicitations on the honour that has been done to you. Sir, you know 
that we who have belonged to the Congress do not always attach the 
same kind of significance to honours ronf erred by the Government of 
India or for the matter of that by the Government of Great Britain. 
At the same time, it is our proud privilege to record this fact as has 
been stated by the Hon’ble Chief Minister that we have always 
received at your hands the kindest and the most considerate attention, 
and, therefore, Sir, when I take the liberty of diverting from our 
practice of not congratulating any one on honours conferred by alien 
authorities, I at any rate recognise, and I hope those behind me 
recognise, that your services to this House have been of a unique 
character. We have respect for you. l*et our respect be recorded in 
the form of a congratulatory message, and I hope you will take our 
congratulations in the spirit in which they are offered to you. 


Mr. SPEAKER? Mr. Chief Minister, it is difficult on an occasion 
like this for me to speak anything in reply to the very kind felicitations 
which you and Mr. Goawami have addressed to me. I consider myself 
as a humble servant of this House, and while serving in this House 
1 have always felt that there is the map of India in which this province 
looms large. I feel it is the duty and function of all of us to work 
in such a way that when we shall be called upon to explain oqj* conduct 
in future days, we shall he able to say that we have done our best in 
all sincerity and honesty of conviction. It is not possible for me to 
say anything more at this stage beyond saying how deeply I feel you* 
kind felicitations. I can assure you and every section of Hie House, 
that the interests of the House are always uppermost in my mind mid 
I have done, and I hope to do, my duties in the firm conviction that 
«wy act of ours is making history of the future. 
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Obituary ,\r.r“ 

bn SPEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, before tb© proceedings 
commence, it is my melancholy duty to refer to the death of Mr. F. H. 
French, a past member of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, and Khan 
Bahadur Mahtabuddin Ahmed, a sitting member of this Assembly, and 
in that connection also to refer to the death of one not directly connected 
with this House, hut one who was greatly responsible in giving shape to 
this House and to the electorates outside, I mean the Marquess of 
Lothian. 

Mr. French was a inemtar of the Bengal Legislative Assembly from 
20th April, 1939, to 20th November, 1940, representing the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce constituency. 

Khan Bahadur Mahtabuddin Ahmed was elected a member of the 
Assembly since the inauguration of the Reforms, and you know very 
well how helpful his advices were. 

The services of Lord Lothian who w«b an Ambassador in 
America are now records in history. To me his death has l>een a 
great, personal shock, for the fact that I was his colleague in the 
Franchise Committee, and I do remember the words which often fell 
from his lips testifying to the faith which be had in the future of this 
country. His death at this juncture is a great loss to this country and 
to the Empire, and the death of the other members is a great loss to this 
House. 

I hope, ladies and gentlemen, you will kindly rise in your seats 
as a mark of respect and sorrow. 

(All the members in the House rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 


Pintl of Chairmen. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the provisions of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, I nominate the following 
members of the Assembly to form a Panel of Chairmen for the ensuing 
session : — 

(1) Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

(2) Mr. W. A. M. Walker, 

(3) Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, and 

(4) Mr. Faslur Rahman, of Dacca. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in 
the above order will preside over the deliberations of this Assembly 
in my absence and in the absence of the Deputy Speaker. 

We will noir take up the questions. 
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STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to wfakh oral answers were given) 
flute Restriction Sohente. 

•1. Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Governments of Bihar and 
Assam have refused to co-operate with the Government of Bengal in 
its Jute Restriction Scheme ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what further step the Government propose 
to take in the matter ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, Minister In charge of the Agriculture and 
Industries Department): (a) No. The Governments of Assam and 
Bihar have pointed out that they are not in a position to enforce 
regulation of the 1941 crop by the same methods as is being adopted 
in Bengal. Besides the lack of suitable legislation, there are other 
difficulties which make it impracticable for them to control Ihe 1941 
crop in the same way as Bengal is doing. The Government of Bihar 
have assured this Government that they will take steps to prevent any 
increase of acreage in Bihar this year. The Government of Assam 
have usked for certain financial assistance to enable them to regulate 
the 1942 crop by the methods employed in Bengal and an agreement 
with this Government is at present under their consideration. 

I am quite sure that both these Governments will do all they can 
to co-operate with us at least to the extent of discouraging any increase 
in the acreage under jute in their provinces this year. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that both the Governments of Bihar 
and Assam have not agreed to decrease the acreage under any circum- 
stances P 

r 

TtW HOffblt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. Sir; that is not a 
fact. 


MlUtvi A1U H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in the State of Gooch Behar this year a larger 
amount of jute is being grown than in previous years? « 
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; Mf. SPEAKER: Does Cooch Behar belong to Bihar or Assam? 
The question does not arise. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state "whether it is a fact that the Government of Bengal 
have agreed to render financial assistance to the Government of Assam 
for not increasing the acreage of their jute cultivation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, we have, and 
the honourable member will see in the last part of (a) of my reply that 
an agreement with the Government of Assam is under the consideration 
of this Government. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what is the nature of the agreement which 
at the present moment is under consideration between this Government 
and the Government of Assam? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8U HR AWARD Y: I do not know whether 
I should he wise in divulging the terms of the agreement which are 
still under consideration, but it is certainly intended to control jute 
sowings; in the first instance, it is for the purpose of ft proper survey 
to be undertaken and thereafter the control will be given effect to. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister lie pleased to state whether this agreement contains points 
only about restriction or also about control by providing facilities for 
marketing, price and other means of restriction as may be reasonable 
and profitable for them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not think our agree- 
ment with the Assam Government will go so far as to interfere with 
their internal affairs. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether Government is considering the * 
advisability of undertaking an agreement on a more comprehensive 
scale including other points on which alone there can be a solid basis 
of agreement of a lasting character? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With regard to the 

expression “lack of suitable legislation" in reply (a), what are the 
difficulties which stand in the way of the Governments of Bihar and 



questions. 


* QUESTIONS. [3rd*FM>., 

< 

Amm in restricting the acreage under jute cultivation there P l\want 
to know, besides lack of suitable legislation, what are the other diffi- 
culties P 


TIM HonlMf Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The difficulties are 
many; I think one difficulty which will strike any person is that there 
is no registration of jute lands or sowings. 


Maulvi ABU H0S8AIN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is contemplating to enter into 
agreements with such other Governments as those of Cooch Behar, Hill 
Tippera and Orissa in order to stop the excess cultivation of jute there P 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. I do not think 

that our imagination has wandered as far as that. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in fixing or restricting the cultivation of jute 
Government took the productions which are made in Cooch Behar and 
Agartaln into consideration P 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: May I have your permission, 
Sir, to ask one more question P It is whether the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge, us he himself has just said, is lacking in imagination P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : My only answer, as in 
the reply to the next question, is, no. 


Loan for purohaaa of jute. 

•2. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whether with reference to the Jute Restriction Scheme 
application was made by the Bengal Government to the Central Gov- 
ernment seeking permission to incur a loan of fifteen crores of rupees 
for purchase of juteP 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what has happened to that application? 

Tfta HonlMo Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY (on Mialf of the Hmi’Mo 
Mr. TamiztMkftn Khan): (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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• Mffy NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR l Will A. Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to etate whether the represent* tires of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal did make any representations about securing funds for 
better marketing of and for providing better prices for jutsP 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a substantive question, and I cannot allow 


it. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: But here, Sir, the 
question refers (o 


Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot argue on the point, but if you want 
to put another supplementary question, you can do so. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what representations were made by the 
Government of Bengal at this meeting? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I do not think that any- 
body can refer to that meeting in connection with the present question. 


Restriction of jute cultivation. 

•8. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department 1)6 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government have decided 
to limit the production of jute next year to one-third of that of this 
year? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) on what basis this decision was made; 

(it) what was the amount of surplus of jute brought over from last 
year (1939-40); and 

(m) w^hat is the amount of production and probable sale of jute this 
year? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state that if the pro- 
posal of restriction to one-third be given effect to, what according to 
the present estimate of the Government, will be the total amount of 
jnte in the market next year? 
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Thi Hortlo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY (on behalf of Rio Moit’Mo 
Mr. Tamlziiddin Khan)l (a) Yes. The Notification making this 
declaration as required by the Bengal Jute Regulation Act, 1940, was 
published in the Calcutta Gazette on the 26th September, 1940. 

(5) (t) This decision was made after" considering the advice of the 
Advisory Board constituted under section 8 of thd Bengal Jute Regula- 
tion Act, 1940. 

(u) The stocks carried forward at the commencement of the current 
season, i.e., the 30th June, 1940, were estimated at about 23 lakhs of 
bales or 115 lakhs of maunds. 


(Hi) The production of raw jute this season was estimated in the 
final forecast at 125 *6 lakhs of bales but Government believe that the 
actual outturn is unlikely to exceed 120 lakhs of bales. 

It is very difficult to give a figure for actual sale of raw jute but 
for purposes of their regulation policy, Government have adopted the 
figure for probable consumption of raw jute which was suggested by the 
Advisory Board, namely, 83 lakhs of bales. 

(c) Our present estimate is about 88 lakhs of bales, including the 
surplus likely to be carried forward to next season. 


Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether they took into consideration section 3, sub-section (2) of the 
Jute Regulation Act, namely, to exclude the area where nothing but 
jute grows P 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Everything has been 
brought into operation. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALIS My question is whether the Hon’ble Minister 
took into consideration section 3, sub-section (2) of the Jute Regulation 
Act, t.e., to exclude the area where nothing but jute grows, especially 
char landP 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not follow. 

Mr. 8HAHEOALI: My question is this. Under the Jute 
Regulation Act, there is provision to survey those lands where jute 
and nothing butljute grows, i.e., in the rivers Meghna and Padma 
where there are char lands and where nothing but jute can be grown 
and there is no substitute crop and for that section 3, sub-section (2) 
of the Jute Regulation Act was inserted. Now I am putting a ques- 
tion to the Hon’ble Minister whether he took this into consideration 
while he wanted to restrict jute in the province of Bengal. 
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Mr. /SPEAKER: It U extremely doubtful if the question arises. 
Anyway, the Hon’ble Minister may answer if he likes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I believe that the whole 

Act has been brought into operation and if the whole Aot has been 
brought into operation the various sub-sections have also been brought 
into operation. 

Mr. SHAHEOALIl Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether there was a survey under section 3, sub-section (2), and whether 
in the remarks column there is any mention in the negative way— — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now you are coming to a question which don* 
not arise. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir, it arises in this way 

Mr. SPEAKER: Whatever may be the way, I am quite definite 
that this question does not arise. 

Recommendations of the Ghaukidari Inquiry Committee. 

*4. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAdl: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether he is considering the desirability of giving effect to the recom- 
mendations of the Chaukidari Inquiry Committee P 

(6) If so, whenP 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

( b ) A* soon as the recommendations have been fully considered. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Mon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when Government received the report of thi» 
committee P 

The Mon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe, about 3 or 4 
months ago. It may be more. 

Mr. GASAN K A 8EKHAR 8ANYALI Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what has been tbe recommendation of the committee 
with regard to the question as to whether Government should relieve 
the union boards of the cost of chaukidarsP 



* omwmm (3s» m, 

Hi Hift’Mi Khwtja iir NAZIMUDDIN: I will ask the honorable 
member to wait till the report is published. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when Government will be ready to distribute copies of 
the report to the members of this House P 

Tlli Hoit’blf Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As soon os the report 
is published, copies will be supplied to honourable members. 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that on account of non-supplianoe of the Chaukidari Enquiry Com- 
mittee’s Report by the Jlon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Govern- 
ment, the work of the Select Committee on the Rill of Maulvi Muhammad 
Israil is not being proceeded with? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is possible. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this report has been printed by Government 
as yetP 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Since the report was sub- 
mitted in July last, what is the difficulty of Government in circulating 
oopies of the report P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is no use publishing 

the report without Government coming to a decision on it, and there- 
fore as soon as Government comes to a decision, the report and the 
Government decision will be published simultaneously. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to slate how the decision of Government will suffer if copies 
of the report are circulated to the members beforehand? 

Mr. SPEAKERS He does not say that the Government* decision 
will suffer. He says that it is a question of convenience. 

Mf. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSi: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that, not to speak of reducing the 
charges, the chaukidari charges in the present union boards budget 
have gone further up? 
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HA fN AKER: That question does not arise. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I would draw your attention 
to the fact that recommendations were made to reduce 


Mr. SPEAKER: Whatever may be the nature of the recommenda- 
tions, the question is whether they are available to the members. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: This is one of the items of 
recommendations. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How do you know? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1 know it, Sir. (Laughter.) 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon 'Me Minister be 
pleased to state the probable date by which the recommendations 
might be fully considered b\ Government? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has already answered that 
question. 


Religious instruction in Pabna Guru Training Softool. 

•5. Maulvi MD. BARAT ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department lie pleased to state whether 
under the new syllabus of 1940 “religious instruction” is a compul- 
sory subject for Guru Training Schools? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he 
received any telegram from — 

(1) Muslim League, Pabna, and 

(2) Anjuman-i-Islamia, Pabna, 

requesting him for posting a Muslim teacher as Head Master of the 
^Pabna Guru Training School ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that majority of Gum students 
of the said school are Muslims? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minis ter be pleased to state what action he has taken for imparting 
religious instructions to Muslim Guru students of Pabna Gum 
Training School? 
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MINISTER in ohargs of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hoftnrte Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) and (c) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(d) There is a Muslim teacher on the staff of the school who 
imparts religious instruction to Muslim Guru students. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what arrangement has been made for the Hindu students 
to get religious instruction in the schools? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The majority of the 
teachers are Hindus and the Hindu students are at liberty to take any 
instruction they like. 


Means of rood oommunioation between Arambagh and Calcutta. 

*6, Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
aware that in the rainy season it requires about 48 hours to reach Arnm- 
bagh from Calcutta though the straight distance from Calcutta to Aram- 
bagh is about 40 miles? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government contemplate 
taking for the improvement of the communication facility to Araml>aghP 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DIFARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Handy, of Cossim- 
bazar): (a) I am informed that it takes about 24 hours to reach Aram- 
bagh from Calcutta during the rainy season. 

* (b) There is already railway communication between Calcutta and 
Champadanga, a railway station 13 miles off from Arambagh. The 
question of construction of an all-weather road between Champadanga 
and Arambagh was recently examined but it was dropped as it wae 
found that the road would be useless unless it was so highly embanked 
as to be a danger to the country higher up which would be exposed to 
floods in consequence, and the cost would be prohibitive if adequate 
waterways to guard against this contingency were provided for. 


Enquiry into Daoot Mail disaster. 

*7. Dr. CUREtH CHANDRA BANERJEEl (a) Will the Hoa’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether this Government proposed to the Central Got* 
eminent to hold a Magisterial enquiry into the Dacca Mail Disaster 
which took place on the 5th August, 1M0P 
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( b ) fi #o, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was 
the result of that proposal P 

(c) If no such proposal was made, will the Hon* We Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

( d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether any enquiry was held as regards the disaster; 

(tt) if so, by whom, when and with what result; and 

(tit) whether the assistance of the Bengal Government was sought 
in any way at the time of the enquiry? 

(e) If the answer to (d) (Hi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state in what shape the assistance was given P 

( f ) Have the Government been supplied with a copy of the report 
of the enquiry? 

id) If so, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to lay it on the 
Library table? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA HANDY, of Cotaimbaxar: 

(a) No. 

(b) and (e) Do not arise. 

(c) I was awaiting the result of the investigation undertaken by 
the Senior Government Inspector of Railways. The report since sub- 
mitted by that officer, which is based on very elaborate and careful 
investigations, makes it clear that the accident was due to sabotage, 
and therefore no Magisterial enquiry is considered necessary. 

(d) <t) Yes. 

(tt) By the Senior Government Inspector of Railways who started 
hie enquiry soon after the accident with the result as stated at ( c ) above. 

(m) No. 

(/) Yes. 

(&) A copy is placed on the Li bray table. 

Mr. ATIIL CHANDRA SEN: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that there is a considerable volume of 
feeling in the country that the investigation by tbe Senior Government 
Inspector of Railways has not been conducted in a proper way and the 
findings have not been correct P 

tin Han't* Maharaja tRfSCMAMDRA HANDY, af +rrrrnhmm i 
No, 8ir. I lpve no information. 
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taok of moans of communications botwosn Bbschrganj amf Tarpasa via 
Bureswar during dry soasofi. 

i 8. Mr. MO. ABUL FAZL. (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Department aware— 

(t) that the inhabitants of Gosairhat, Bhedarganj, Naria, Janjira 
and Palong thanas of Faridpur district are being incon- 
venienced for want of proper communication during the dry 
season between Bhedarganj and Tarpasa via Sureswar; 

(it) that the India General Navigation und Rivers Steam Navigation 
Companies make no arrangement for plying any steam vessel 
during the dry season between the said places; and 

(tit) that Sureswar Nala'is sufficiently deep for the plying of 
steamers during the dry season ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state what steps the Government contemplate taking 
in the matter ? 

Th# Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

(a) (t) and (it) Yes. 

(in) and (b) My information is that due to channel difficulties it is 
not possible to run the steamer service in the dry season between Bhedar- 
ganj and Tarpasa via Sureswar and that in previous years when th© 
service was in existence, it had to be closed owing to lack of support 
from the travelling public, losses of the Steamer Company in this con- 
nection being heavy. 

Mr. MO. ABUL FAZL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what steps Government intend to take about the difficulties of the 
travelling public of that locality? 

Th# Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Gossimbazars 

I think that the only solution will be the plying of country boats. 

Commit!## for inquiry into th# rights and privilogat of no«»-#grioiiltiirai 

tananta. 

•8. Mauhri MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) Will the Hon’bl© 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the date when the Committee for enquiry into the rights and 
privileges of non-agricultural tenants has been appointed; 

(it) the number of sittings of that Committee with dates; 
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(wt) the date when the Committee is expected to submit its final 
report ; and 

(iv) the reason for the delay in the submission of the report of this 
Committee P 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the public are anxious for 
this report ? 

(c) What steps are the Government proposing to take for expediting 
the submission of the report of this Committee? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): n) 1st August, 1938. 

(it) 15 sittings ; the dates are as follows : — 

18th August, 1938; 20th August, 1938; 9th March, 1939; 17th 
March, 1939; 24th March, 1939; 1st May, 1939; 20th August, 
1939; 9th April, 1940; 4th May, 1940; 1st June, 1940; 10th 
July, 1940; 31st August, 1940; 26th October, 1940; 10th 
November, 1940; 23rd November, 1940. 

(it/) The Committee hope to present their report by the end of 
February, 1941. 

(iv) Government are not in a position to control the deJibeiatioui 
of such committees vnth which various factors interfere, in particular 
the session of this House. Government understand that the time 
which the Committee is taking is mainly due to the intricacy of the 
problem referred to it. 

( b ) Yes. 

(c) Vide answer to (a) (iv) above. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: It appears from the list that there was only one 
sitting on each occasion and not more than that. Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the reason for not sitting twice 
on each occasion on two consecutive days? 

Thi Hon’blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYx The meetings 
are held according to the convenience of the members concerned and, 
as I have stated here, it is not possible for Government to regulate the 
sittings ot the committee. Probably they wanted certain information 
and without those information it was useless for the committee to 
meet again# So the meetings had to be adjourned fine die, 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
ideated to state whether Government fixed any time-limit to submit the 
report when t^e committee was appointed? 
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TtW Hon’bto Sir BIJOY PRASAD BINCH ROY* No. 

r 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there was any sitting of the committee after 
23rd November, 1940, and, if so, how many? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Contribution by the Government of Bengal towards the proeeoution 
of the war or defenoe of India. 

*10. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether the 
Government of Bengal have contributed or intend to contribute any 
sum out of provincial revenues towards the prosecution of the war or 
the defence of India P 

(6) If so, will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the amount so contributed or proposed to be contributed; 

(ti) what are the circumstances under which the said contribution 
has been or is being proposed to be made; and 

(tit) whether the Government contemplate obtaining the sanction 
of the Legislature for such contribution before it is actually 
paid out? 


MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a) The Government of Bengal have 
not contributed nor are they at present considering any proposal to 
contribute any ram out of provincial revenues towards the prosecution 
of the war or the defence of India. 

(6) Does not arise. 


Number of Sohedued Caste m e mb er s on the Oftstriot So h eoi Boards* 

•11. Baku 8YAMA PROSAD BARMAN: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the name of the districts where District School Boards have been 
established ; and ^ 

{&) the number of (1) elected, and (2) appointed. Schedule Geste 
members in each Board? 
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ijli ItaifM* Mr. lA. K. FAZLUL HUQ. A statement is laid on the 
table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred guestion No . 11, showing Scheduled 
Caste membership of District School Boards. 


Names of the districts in which District 
School Boards have been established. 


Number of Scheduled 
Caste members in each 
Board. 


Elected. Appointed. 


1 . 

Mymenaingh 

Nil 

NU 

2. 

Birbhum 

NU 

NU 

3. 

Pabna 

Nil 

NU 

4. 

Bogra 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

Dfiiajpur 

Nil 

1 

6 . 

Chittagong 

Nil 

NU 

7. 

No&khali 

Nil 

NU 

8. 

Dacca 

NU 

1 

9. 

Nadia 

NU 

1 

10. 

Murshid&bad 

NU 

Nil 

11. 

R&ngpur 

1 

1 

12. 

Jalpaiguri 

1 

1 

13. 

Tippera 

NU 

1 

14. 

Faridpur 

1 

1 

15. 

Howrah 

NU 

NU 

16. 

24-Pargaaas 

1 

1 

17. 

Bakarganj 

. . The Board has not yet been 
constituted. 


ft*u MADHUtUDAN SARKCRs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons why no Scheduled Caste members were 
appointed in the case of Mymensingh, Birbhum, Pabna, Bogra and 
•Howrah District School Boards? 


• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: Efforts have always been 
made to appoint, but there have been so many conffictiag interests to 
adjust. I am moving an amendment of the Primary Education Aot to 
enable me to appoint maps members. I expect that the amendment 
will go through quickly, and when I get those powers, Scheduled Caste 
members will be appointed in larger numbers. 

3 
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Compulsory retirement of Government iorvantt Mar 28 years ef 

eervtoe. 

•12. Moulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state 
whether Government have taken any decision in modification of the 
rule of retirement of the Government officers front service in view of 
the resolution passed in the Assembly for compulsory retirement of the 
Government servants after 26 years* service? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what decision Government have taken 
regarding the matter P 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the 
desirability of taking any decision in the matter P ^ 

(d) If so, when? 


Thf Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The matter is still under 
consideration. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the approximate time which the Government want 
for the consideration of the matter? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have never been able 
to give an approximate time. 

Mr. BYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I rise to a point of order, 
Sir, I want to oompel 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid there is no power either in me or in 
you by which you can compel a Minister to give the time. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: If I get the majority, I 
have got the right. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your question P 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMYt My question is, “Will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the approximate time when 
Government can finish their deliberation on this matter? 



QUESTIONS. 
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' Mr. SPEAKER s He cannot say. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMYl Let him say three 
months, four months, one year or three years. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No; he said, he cannot say that. 

Arrest and subsequent release of Haji Abdul Qtutfir. 

M3. Babll NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware that one Huji Abdul Quadir 
was arrested some time ago by the Narayangnnj Police, and taken into 
custody P 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(t) under whose orders ; 

(«) for what offence ; and 

(tit) under what law? 

(c) Was any warrant issued against him? If so, by whomP 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether he was 
subsequently released? 

(<?) If so, (i) on what grounds; and (it) under whose orders? 

if) Have the Government examined the evidence, the facts and 
circumstances against him upon which his arrest and detention were 
ordered P 

( 9 ) If s°» w hat action, if any, do the Government intend to take 
against the said Abdul Quadir ? 

(h) If no action is projKMed to be taken, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate giving him 
any compensation for his arrest and detention? 

Tl» Hon’We Khusaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a), (d) and if) Yes. 

(h) Under the orders of the District Magistrate as he brought him- 
* self within* the mischief of rule 129 of the Defence of India Rules. 

(c) No warrant is required under that rule and none was issued. 

(e) He was released under orders of Government as it was not 
considered that his further detention was necessary. 

(?) None. 

(h) No. 
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Mr* ATUL CHANDRA 9INs With reference to answer (6), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the exact nature of the activities 
that brought the Maulvi within the mischief of rule 129 of the Defence 
of India Buies ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN : Will the Hon 1 ble Minister be pleased 
to state if this Maulvi was arrested in connection with what was known 
as Murapara Mosque Trouble? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the particular date when he was arrested and the sub- 
sequent date when he was released? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: How long was the Haji 
Sahib kept under detention? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: About 10 or 12 days: 

may be less. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Chief Minister sent a telegram from his health 
resort at Chunar urging the release of the Maulvi? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what new situation prevailed within a period of 12 
days that the release of that Maulvi was considered necessary in the 
opinion of the Government? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: For example, the 
atmosphere in that area might have been so calm that there was no 
necessity for further detention. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the District Magistrate and 
the Subdi visional Officer reported that the Maulvi was responsible for 
inditing communal faaHnir in thnaa lraalitifta and innitfn* tU ntmnU 

to riot? 
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Til Han’bto KfwmJ. Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I u& not mn of that. 

Mr. ATtIL CHANDRA SIN : WiU the Hcm’We Minuter be pte*Md 

to state whether he is aware that daily meetings are held where people 
are asked to defy the Government ban and enter the mosque by force? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN I Evidently nothing has 

happened to give effect to these meetings. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
this Manlvi was present on the 26th August, the very day on which 
the people were trying to enter the mosque by force? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is not correct. 

Arrest of Babu Biswanath Mukherjee of Patuaeagar, B anknra. 

•14. Srijut ASHUTOSH MULLIGK: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that Babu Biswanath Mukherjee of Patuasagar, district 
Bankurn, was arrested about two and a half months ago at his village? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the charge on which he was arrested? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(*) where the said Babu Biswanath Mukherjee is at present detained; 
and 

(it) what is the present state of his health? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja fir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes on the 28th June, 
1940. 

(b) Under rules 38 (i) (a) and (5) of the Defence of India Kules. 

(c) (i) He was released on bail on the 25th September, 1940. 

(tt) I have no information. 

PmlntMtetian of Rongpur-Palashbari Rood fit Rwtgpur diotriot 

*1S. Khan Baboior SHAH ABDUR RAUFs (a) Will tho Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether the Government contemplate to provincialise 
Rangpur District Board Road Ho. 9 (Rangpur-Palashbari Road) ? 

<4) If so, when the work is likely to be token up by Government? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the read is an important 

one? 
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TIM Hmn>U Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, at 0-“!r.— ri 

(a) Yea, after this project has been completed. So far the approval of 
the Government of India to improving this road from the Central Road 
Fund has not been received. 

(6) The work cannot be taken until the scheme is approved by the 
Government of India. 

(*> Yea. 

Matllvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKARS Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the proposal for the approval of the Government 
of India was submitted by the Government of Bengal ? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

I think during the last 12 months. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Commissioners of the Narayanganj Municipality, 

1. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of elected commissioners of the Narayanganj 
Municipality in the Dacca district; 

(u) since what year the Government sanctioned the present number 

of commissioners to be elected by the tax-payers of the 
Narayanganj Municipality; 

(m) the population of the Narayanganj Municipality at the time 
when the Government first sanctioned the present number 
of elected commissioners; 

(tv) the present population of the Narayanganj Municipality; and 

(v) whether the Government consider the present number of elected 

commissioners adequate to represent the present population 
of the Narayanganj Municipality? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister proposing to increase the number of 
elected commissioners to represent the increased population of the said 
Municipality? 
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1941$* 

the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
* statement showing the present number of — 

(1) elected, and 

(2) nominated, 

commissioners of all the municipalities in Bengal with population below 
40,000 and above 10,000 ? 

MINISTER in ohargs of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawafc Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Daooa)s (a) (i) Eight. 

(u) 1,884. 

(tit) 12,508. 

(iv) 34,189. 

( v ) The present number of elected commissioners does not appear to 
be adequate. 

But no complaint has been received from the municipal commissioners 
or the people of Nnra.vanganj about this inadequacy. 

(b) Government do not propose to take any action in the matter 
unless the municipal commissioners at a meeting pass a resolution in 
favour of an increase in their number under section 6 of the Bengal 
Municipal Act, 1932. 

(c) A statement is laid on the Library table. 


Production and price of Jute in MurshidNbad district. 

2. Mr. 8ABANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL* (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing separately for the years 
1939 and 1940 with respect to the Murshidabad district — 

(s) the approximate outturn of jute ; 

(it) the total area of land on which jute was grown ; 

(tit) the total sale of jute in the months October-November of 
• the said years ; and 

(to) the average price of jute per maund in October-November of 
the said two years? 

(5) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps do the 
Government contemplate taking for securing a fair minimum price for 
jute? 
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fit Han't Mi Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY (mhohalf of tfao HoffMa 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) The whole question was discussed at the Conferenoerheld in New 
Delhi on the 4th /5th December, 1940. The honourable member is 
referred to the Press Communique of the 19th December, 1940, which 
embodies aM the arrangements made, as a result of the Conference to 
secure for the cultivator a fair price for his jute. 


raffed to to No. 2, 


Outturn of jute 
Area under jute 
Average price during Octo- 
ber-Noveraber (bottom 
quality). 


1939. 

1940. 

104,200 

114,000 bales. 

45,600 

60,000 acres. 

Rs. 8 

Rs. 3-12 per maund. 


No information is available regarding total sales during October-November 
in 1939 or 1940. 


Imposition of the eduoatk>n oast in Howrah district 

& Khan Bahai fur 8. ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state what steps 
he proposes to take for the introduction of the education cess in the 
district of Howrah P 

Th# HonHMt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The matter is still under 
my consideration. 

Khan Bahadur B« ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he proposes to introduce this education cess 
next yearP 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I hope to. 


ixtemment order under the Defence of India Roiee. 

» v 

4. Dr. 8UREBH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(t) on how many persons in Bengal the externment order under 
the Defence of India Buies has been served since their pro- 
mulgation ; 
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(Is) hew many of them have defied the order and courted imprison- 
ment ; 

(to) how many of those imprisoned have been put in Division t» 
how many in Division II and how many in Division III; 
and 

(tv) whether there is any restriction as regards persons who can 
interview with such prisoners? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) ( iv ) he in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are these restrictions? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINi (a) <t) Up to the end of 

October — 400. 

(it) 25. 

(in) Division I — Nil. 

Division II — 9. 

Division III — 9. 

(iv) Yes. 

(b) I am not prepared to give this information. 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason for which he is not prepared to give the 
information asked for in question (b) P 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is parliamentary practice to give the 
reason in such cases. The Hon’ble Minister may say, “I am not 
prepared to give the information asked for in public interest." 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir, in public 
interest. 

Bearding arrangements for students of Safchawat Memorial Girls' High 
English Softool. 

5* Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department aware that the girl students residing in the 
hostel of the Sakhawat Memorial High English School for Muslim 
Girls, Calcutta, are required to pay a charge of Rs.8 per month for 
board even though they do not take their meals in the hostel !ot the 
period of a full calendar month? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he contemplates taking steps for the 
eaesaption of the girl students from paying the board charges for the 
days they do not take their meals in the hostel in the month? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the girl 
students of the said hostel are required to — 

(t) perform their prayers fire times daily; and 

(it) recite the holy Quran after the morning prayer every day? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what arrange- 
ments have been made to look after the general health of the boarders? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of taking 
the weight of the Iwarders every week? 

TN Hon’bJe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

( b ) Boarders pay Hs.8 per head per mensem as hostel charges for 
the 12 months of the year against Rs.12 paid by the Government, on 
account of capitation grant and free residence, medical attendance and 
medicine. The question of the exemption of boarders from payment 
of charges on account of absence from meals does not arise. 

(c) All Muslim girls above a certain age are enjoined to perform 
their prayers and to recite the holy Quran particularly in the morning. 

( d ) Does not arise. 

(e) There is a medical officer to look after the health of the boarders. 

( f) The weight of the boarders is taken periodically. 


Floods in Midnapore district. 

8. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state with 
respect to the Midnapore district — 

(t) the places and areas which have been affected by the recent 
floods ; 

(ti) the number of persons affected; and 
(Hi) the extent of damages in respect of — 

(1) crops destroyed, 

(2) houses washed off or damaged, and 

(3) cattle destroyed and killed? 

(6) What relief, if any, have the Government given to the affected 
persons? 



QUESTIONS 
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TUt Hm>bb Sir BUOY PRASAD SINDH ROYl (a) (i) Four 
Unions of Patashpur, 12 Union® of Bhagwanpur, 4 Unions of Sabong 
and 6 Unions of Nandigr&m thana comprising an area of 1T5 square 
miles approximately. 

(it) 150,000 approximately. 

(Hi) (1) Crops over an area of 50,000 acres have been damaged. 


(2) A considerable number of huts have been damaged but the exact 
figures are not available. 

(3) A few heads of cattle have been destroyed but the exact figures 
are not available. 

( b ) A sum of Rs. 16,500 has been distributed as agricultural loans 
and 5,500 maunds of rice have been distributed as gratuitous relief. 


Persons detained under Defame of India Rules and their trial. 


7. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether all or majority of the persons arrested on the 13th, 

14th and 15th Sept ember, 1940, under the Defence of India 
Rules are Congress workers; 

(б) how long they shall have to remain in jail without any trial; 

and 

(c) whether any definite or specific charges have been framed 
against them? 


Tho Hon’Mt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs (a) I have no informa- 
tion. 

(b) Until, in the opinion of Government circumstances render it 
expedient to release them. 

( c ) No. 


Extemmant order on Mist Kanafc Das Gupta 

S. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUMDUs (a) Will the Hon’hU Minis- 
ter in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
orders have been passed on Miss Kanak Das Gupta exteming her from 
Calcutta, Barisal and three other districts? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
therefor? - 
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(o) Is it a fact that she is of tender age at which girls usually lire 
under the care of guardians P > 

(d) Have the Government granted any maintenance allowance for 
her? 

(e) If so, what is the amount of the allowance? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

($) where do her parents and guardians live at present; and 

(it) where is the usual place of residence of her family P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) For her subversive activities. 

(c) She is about 21 years. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) Jessore. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to (6), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state as to what were the 
specific activities that were being carried on by Miss Kanak Das Gupta 
which the Hon’ble Minister has characterised as subversive activities 
warranting her detention under the Defence of India ActP 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no detention 
as far as I can see. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I am sorry. It is a 
case of externment. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
wbat specific activities she was carrying on which the Hon’ble Minister 
has characterised as subversive activities? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR I Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he supplied this answer as con- 
tained in ( b ) “for subversive activities” without knowing sufficiently 
as to what activities justified the externment order passed on her? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN t The externment order 
was posed on the recommendations of the District Officer. Government 
accepted those recommendations. 
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m NIHARENOU DUTTA MAZUMDARl Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state since this question was tabled whether 
Government tried to asoertain the nature of the activities on the basis 
of which such an order was passed on herP 

The Hoft’fcle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: My approval must have 
been taken, but I don’t remember exactly the nature of those activities. 
That is why I ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARl My question has not 
been answered. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
before giving his approval to this order being passed on a young girl, 
he actually ascertained the nature of the activities to consider whether 
the approval would be justifiably given or should have been withheld. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. There is no doubt about 
it that approval was given after full consideration, and I considered it 
necessary. I ask for notice because those facts are not in my possession 
at the present time. 


Pay and prospect of the inferior Government eervanta. 

I. Babu UPENDRA NATH BARMANS (a) With reference to the 
reply given to starred question No. 41 of the 19th July, 1940, will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state whether the Special Officer has submitted his report yetP 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate 
circulating the report of the Speciul Officer with his recommendations 
to the members of this House ? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for the delay in submitting the report P 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the Govern- 
ment expect to come to a final decision in the matter P 

The Handle Mr. H. i. BUHRAWARDYs (a) The report was 
received on the 80th November, 1940. 

(b) The question will be considered in dim course. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Without undue delay. 
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10, Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: (a) With reference to the 
reply given to starred question No. 41 of the 19th July last, will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state whether the Special Officer has submitted his recommendatabos 
as yet P 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate the desir- 
ability of circulating to the members of this House the report of the 
Special Officer with his recommendations? 

( c ) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) when the report is likely to be submitted; and 

(it) the reasons for the delay in the submission of the said report? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: The honourable member 
is referred to the reply given to unstarred question No. 9 of the 
3rd February, 1941. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: With reference to answer 
(6), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what does he mean 
by “due course” P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I mean that the report 
is taking its due course. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: How long will it take? 
It is already four months over. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The calculation shows two 
months. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to give us some idea as to the time it will take — four, five 
or six months or the whole of the year P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not able to give any 
idea. 


Attendance of m e m b er* under detention or oonvietten. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8UI Sir, before you take up the 
regular business of the House, may I just enquire what steps have 
been taken in order to secure the attendance of those members who 
have been detained or oonvioted under the Defence of t India Buies? 
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May! remind you, Sir, that during the last session you were pleased to 
.hold ottt hopes, if I may put it in that way, that steps would be taken 
in consultation with the Hon’ble the Home Minister to secure the 
attendance of those members who have been either detained or impri- 
soned and cannot ordinarily attend the session of the House f As we 
are to-day meeting for the first time this session, I would ask you to 
take steps so that the unanimous recommendation of the Privilege Com- 
mittee to that effect might be given effect to. 

Mr. SPEAKER t I do not exactly remember the words I used then, 
but I hope in the course of a day or two I will be able to go through 
the report of the Privilege Committee ami then I will be able to tell 
you by the end of this week what is going to take place. With 
regard to the Privilege Bill it might take its own course. 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: Sir, 1 am asking you with regard 
to the definite steps to secure the attendance of these members even 
before the Privilege Bill is taken up. 

Tht Hon "bit Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I draw your 
attention to the fact that as far as I remember the Privilege Committee 
definitely recognised that this was not a question of privilege; they 
only made a recommendation and it was only a question of convention. 
Therefore I want to make it clear that this is not a question of privilege. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I feel that though there is the report of the Privi- 
lege Committee, the House had no opportunity to discuss that question 
and come to a decision on the matter. It is at best the report of the 
Privilege Committee, and last time I said that a day should be fixed 
for its discussion. I wrote to Government to fix a date for that pur- 
pose. If that report is accepted by Government, then it will be for 
the Government to establish a convention. If that is not accepted, 
the House will have an opportunity to pass its verdict on it. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: That report was unanimous 
and the Hon’ble Minister was also a member of that committee. 

Netiee of — wodmw i to reganfing Bills. 

* « 

Mr. KIRAN BANKAR ROY: Sir, may I be permitted to refer to 
another poiptP It is about the manner of giving notices regarding the 
Bills which we are considering during this session and the time given 
to us for sending our amendments. You are aware, Sir, that only ten 
days are given to us to send our amendments; this time we did not 
get notices of some of these Bills, especially the Bengal Motor Spirit 
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Sato Taxation Bill and the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill till the 
21st. Amendments had to be sent by the 24th. That means that it 
gave us only three days to read these Bills and consult men who know 
these Bills before we could send the amendments. And there is 
another matter. You will find, Sir, that sometimes more than one 
Bill, say three or four Bills, are put up for discussion on one day, 
and everybody knows that it is impossible to study the Bills in that 
short time. Sir, 1 will make no insinuation, but it almost seems that 
Government do not intend that any amendments be moved to these 
Bills. Sir, 1 hope you will take these things into consideration and 
relax the rules and admit such amendments which have been sent 
within reasonable time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, I have been and I want to be 
as lenient as possible, but I do find that there are certain things which 
ought to be changed. I am preparing a note for the Government as to 
the lines on which the legislative procedure should be adopted. For 
the time being I am administering the rules leniently, and I am quite 
prepared to accept amendments at short notice. As a matter of fact, 
I have admitted late amendments both on the Bengal Motor Spirit Sales 
Taxation Bill and the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill not only for the 
reason that these are the first Bills of the session, but also because 
the members have not perhaps been attuned to the requirements of 
the Legislature and were not in time to send in notices of amendments. 
I therefore propose to accept the short notice amendments which have 
been tabled till to-day, but I do not think I oould do anything more 
than what has already been done, unless there are special reasons to 
the contrary. The rules provide that if on the floor of this House a 
diaoussion arises, it is open to the Speaker to accept an amendment 
on the spot. Subject to that I am already taking steps in anticipa- 
tion of Mr. Boy’s contention, and therefore the amendments which 
have been tabled late by Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri and also by 
others, as soon as they are admitted, will be placed before the members. 

Dr. SUREBH CHANDRA BANERdEE: Sir, you have already 
become lenient, and we want you to extend the time by one day more. 

Mr. iPEAKER I 1 am sorry, that is not possible. 


Leader of the Opposition. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ALI: Sir, I want to know the loader 

of whioh party is to be known as the Leader of the Opposition. We 
am entitled to know that as a question of privilege. 

Mr, IPlAlflRt A air Mr Devmtr Sneaker and he will renlv to ii 
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GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1MB# 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oacoat 

Sir, I beg to present the ad interim report of the Select Committee oa 
the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

I beg also to move that the time for submission of the report of the 
Select Committee on the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1940, 
be extended up to the 28th February, 1941. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


NON-OFFICIAL BILL. 

The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1991, by 
Maulvi Muhammad Israil, M.L.A. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

Sir, I beg to present the ad interim report of the Select Committee on 
the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1939, by Maulvi 
Muhammad Israil, M.L.A. 

I beg also to move that the time for submission of the report of the 
Select Committee on the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) 
Bill, 1939, moved by Maulvi Muhammad Israil, M.L.A., be extended 
up to the 28th February, 1941. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Secondary Education Bill, 1940. 

The Hpn’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Sir, I beg to present the 
ad interim report of the Select Committee on the Secondary Education 
Bill, 1940. 

Sir, I beg to move that the time for submission of the report of the 
Select Committee on the Secondary Education, Bill, 1940, he extended 
till the 15th April, 1941. 

The motion* was then put and agreed to. 

4 " 



M 


SUPPLE. STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE. [3hj> Fib., 


Bills passsd bjf the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The SeSIretary then gave the following information : — - 

Under rule 73 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rule# 
the following Bills passed by the Bengal Legislative Council were laid 
on the table: — 

(1) the Bengal Water-hyacinth Bill, and 

(2) The Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief (Amendment) 

Bill. 

Copies of the Bills have already been supplied to the members. 


The Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to present 
before the House the report of the Select Committee on the Bengal 
Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Bill, 1941. 

The Bengal Finanoe (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to present 
before the House the report of the Select Committee on the Bengal 
Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941. 

Supplementary Statement of Expenditure. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to present 
before the House the Supplementary Statement of Expenditure for the 
current year. The total covered by the estimate is Rs. 1,67,19,000 
out of which Rs. 1,39,000 is charged; the balance is voted. The 
demands relate to certain items, two of wfiich, namely, the “Interest 
Free Advances’’ and “Jamils and Advances” are outside the Revenue 
account. These two grants between them account for a total of 19$ 
lakhs. Sixty lakhs out of this total amount is on account of loans to 
agriculturists, the bulk of whioh is short-term crop loans distributed 
properly through me agency of co-operative societies. These loans are 
repayable within a period of 12 months. The demand of 30$ lakhs 
under “Grant No. 36” represents, essentially, an advance for the 
purehaaoof jute and will be adjusted in the course of the year as soon 
as the expenditure has been booked by Audit under the appropriate 
'Revenue head “40— Agriculture.” This advance does not therefore 
Involve any additional expenditure, inasmuch as this expenditure to 

meet whichthe advanoe was taken has already been adjusted under, the 

+* * ! 
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head "Agriculture”. Under the Revenue heads, the largest single 
demand is under ''Grant No. 23— Agriculture” for which 55 lakhs 35 
thousand is required. This iuciudes an expenditure of lakhs on 
the purchase of jute in June and July last with the object of maintain- 
ing an economic price level for the new crop in the current, year, The 
policy underlying this will be dealt with more fully when the demand 
is Actually moved. The rest of the additional expenditure under 
"Agriculture” is due mainly to the registration of jute lands and the 
regulation and licensing of jute. Ancillary to this is the scheme for 
making available to cultivators substitute crop seeds which may be 
grown on areas released by the impending restriction of jute cultiva- 
tion, and it i>» proposed to secure a stock of seeds at a cost of 70 
thousand rupees in the current year. Much more will he required for 
the same purpose in the coming year. There are, moreover, charges in 
connection with an expert enquiry which is now in progress in regard 
to the Jute and Hessian Futures Markets. 

The next largest demand is on account of “Grant No. 10 —Education 
— General” where new money to the extent of (i lakhs 80 thousand is 
required to implement the scheme of development of primary education. 

Under “Grant No. 1 G — Police,” the demand is for 5 lakhs 82 
thousand rupees due mainly to extra staff to maintain law and order 
in the province. 

“Grant No 15— Jails” comes next with a demand of 2 lakhs 10 
thousand rupees. More than half of this is fur the purchase of raw 
materials for jail manufactures which are now in great demand. This 
expenditure is consequently remunerative. The balance of the demand 
is on uccouut of increased dietary charges owing to a rise in the number 
of prisoners as well as in the price of food-grains. 

The demands under the remaining heads are comparatively small. 
The reasons have been set forth in the Explanatory Memorandum and 
will be gone into more fully by the Hon’ble Ministers concerned when 
these demands are moved. 


Reports of the Public Accounts O o wuUitt o o . 

The Hfft’M# Mr. H. S. SUHRAWAROY: Sir, in pursuance of 
rule 114 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, 1 beg 
to present to the Assembly the Report of the Committee^on Public 
Accounts on the Appropriation Accounts and Finance Accounts d tbs 
Government of Bengal for the year 1938-39 and the Audit Reports, 
1939 . 
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Demands for tho sxoees expenditure inourrod in 1838-89. 

Tho Horfble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to present to 
the Assembly the demand in respect of expenditure incurred in excess 
of the amounts voted by this Assembly in the year 1938-39. This 
excess occurred under two heads, namely, “15 — Other taxes and duties 5 * 
and “55 — Superannuation allowances and pensions.'* The reasons for 
these excesses have been set forth in Appendix 2 of the reports of the 
Public Accounts Committee just presented to the Assembly. 


GOVERNMENT BILL8. 

Tho Eastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion Amendment) Bill, 1841. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZI MU ODIN: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Eastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Bengal Motor Spirits 8ales Taxation Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation Bill, 1941, as reported by the 
Select Committe, be taken into consideration. 

1 will now briefly indicate the chief changes proposed by the Select 
Committee. 

The definition of motor spirit has been amended to exclude Diesel 
and any other heavy oils used as fuel for industrial machinery; the 
Select Committee thought that these should not be brought within the 
scope of a tax whose object is to provide funds to advance the construc- 
tion of new roads. 

Retail dealers have been relieved of the obligation to furnish security 
deposit and the Select Committee has removed the prohibition upon 
them in sub-clause ( 6 ) of clause 4 that no dealer in motor spirit could 
own public vehicles which ply for hire; wholesale dealers have been 
relieved from thjp obligation of reporting the amount of motor spirit 
received by them each month and of keeping sales and other books of 
accounts. By an amendment to clause 9 ( 1 ) it is proposed that a 
dealer's books and accounts can only be inspected at his business 
premises, and by new clause 9A returns and all information regar ding 
the business of the dealer are to be kept confidential. New clause 8A. 
lays down the procedure to be followed in the case of death of a 
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In motor spirit or in cases where the dealer desires to timnsfer 
his holiness to any other person. Finally, by the addition of a new 
sub-danse to clause 14 it will be necessary to obtain the previous sanction 
from the proper authority before instituting any prosecution. 


SPEAKERS I find that the amendments which were given 
late notice of have not been circulated. I am taking steps to see that 
they are circulated. They have already been evclostyled and when 
they are circulated they might be discussed on their merits. In the 
meantime, I propose to finish the amendments of dilatory nature. 


Mr* P* BANERtflS Sir, I beg to move by way of amendment that 
the Bill be recommitted to the same Select Committee with instructions 
to submit their report by 30th dune, 1941, and that the quorum of the 
Select Committee be fixed at five. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has just pointed out that he has made 
certain improvements in the Select Committee, but. Sir, from the large 
number of amendments given notice of by the members of the European 
Group and ulso by some other members on this side, it appears that 
there are also many points or rather there is a greater scope for improve- 
ment if this measure is referred back to Select Committee. Sir, in the 
original Bill the Hon’ble Minister stated in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons that the Government wanted money not immediately but 
in the year 1942. They can continue with the present capital up to 
1942, and this Bill is intended only for tin* construction of the new 
roads from 1942. From our experience we find that this is not such an 
urgent matter that it cannot wait. Although money was available in 
the year 1931-32 and also 1937-38 — large amount of money no doubt ~ 
Government would not spend this money properly and there was large 
accumulation. In the earlier part of the debate last session we pointed 
out that it was unfortunate that in this department large money was 
accumulated and that money was not *pent for want of concrete schemes. 
The Hon’ble Maharaja said “not now/’ The same question was raised 
last session. It was said tliat they would have a comprehensive scheme 
and by the year 1942 they will be spending not at the rate of 18 lakhs, 
but 30 lakhs yearly. But from our experience, as I pointed out, of 
the conditions of several roads, we find that the improvement is not 
made in proper direction. When I speak in the Budget Session, I shall 
have sufficient time to refer to all this in detail, and then I shall be 
able to substantiate every word of what 1 have said. But now in the 
abort time at our disposal, let us look into the matter. 

The only point that was discussed at the time of the introduction 
of the Bill was this: The Hon’ble Finance Minister has said thwt 
the Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Bill has been introduced in Bihar and 
that the rate is also anna 1-6. In Bihar the position is quite different 



from Bengal. After tlie war there has been already an increase it the 
price of 6 annas per gallon — 2 annas per gallon by the Central Govern- 
ment and 4 annas by the trade. Thus the price has risen from Be. 1-2 
to Be. 1-8. By this the greatest transport company is hard hit. That 
company cannot pass on this tax to the users and so they have to suffer. 
We do not like that a certain company from whom this tax will be 
realised to the tune, according to the estimate of the honourable member, 
of Rs. 12 lakhs should suffer. So the present position is that these 
transport companies in Calcutta and in Bengal are in a very bad way. 
They are on the verge of collapse, and if this additional tax of anna 1-6 
is to be levied, then they will collapse altogether. We do not like that 
they should collapse in the interests of the public and particularly in the 
interests of the monopoly company in Calcutta — the Tramway Company. 
They have reduced their fares from 8 annas to 4 annas, 1 anna, and even 
in some cases to 9 pies. This company cannot reduce its fares any 
more. If this Bill is again referred back to the Select- Committee, they 
will have another opportunity to discusB this matter. 

I suggest that a tax of one pice per ticket may be levied on the 
Tramway Company so that we may have an income of about Bs. 15 
lakhs from that source. If this is made and if we allow this Company 
to increase its fare by one pice, then this Company will also not be hard 
hit. 

The result will be that the Government will have Its. 12 lakhs on 
the basis of the rate provided in this Bill. If this rate is reduced — as 
there are other amendments where it has been suggested that it should 
be reduced to one anna per gallon — then we may have 8 lakhs from this 
source and about Us. 15 lakhs from the other source. Thus both the 
ends are met. Very nicely this Company can go on and we can also have 
sufficient income for Government. 

With these words I move my motion for the acceptance of the 

House. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, in supporting the motion 
moved by my friend Mr. Banerji, I must make my position absolutely 
clear. I have no sympathy for private motor-car owners. They are 
big people and can pay more. But I support this motion on the 
consideration that the Select Committee made no exception in cases 
where this Bill would in a way enhance the hire of motor, transport, 
particularly in mufassal areas. The people are now using motor lorries 
-for various transport purposes and for transhipment of goods, specially 
of agricultural produce, and if the price of motor spirit is raised by this 
Bill, then it will seriously hamper the progress of motor transport and 
ultimately not the big people but the poor and middle-class people will 
have to bear the burden. I expected that the Select Committee would 
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make pome exception, but unfortunately they have placed the big people 
and the poor and middle-class people in the same category, Therefore, 
'I submit that this Bill should be recommitted so that the Select 
Committee may reconsider their position. 


The Hoflfbfc Mr. H. «. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I do not know 

whether any reply is called for from Government. The points which 
have been raised for recommittal are really points that may be raised 
if the honourable members desire to oppose the passage of the Bill. 
If the price in Bengal has risen, so has the price in Bihar, and I see no 
ground whatsoever why, while all the provinces in India are taxing 
themselves, Bengal should be the sole province that should escape 
taxation on motor spirit. 

Sir, I am sorry for the bus companies whom Mr. P. Banerji 
represents. I hope that they will be able to have more business and will 
be able to make both ends meet. When the price of mobil oil goes up, 
there is no cry. They have got to pay it. When the price of tyres goes 
up, they have got to pay, but if you have got to pay to Government 
something as taxation which will be returned to the country and which 
will be returned for the benefit of motor-car owners, then the opposition 
commences. I submit that there is no basis for such opposition and I 
oppose tile motion. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the Bengal Motor Spirit Sale* 
Taxation Bill, 11)41, be recommitted to the same Select Committee with 
instructions to submit their report by dOth June, 11)41, und that the 
quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five, was then put, and * 
division taken, with the following result: — 


AMal Wahat, MaaM. 

Ata mma tartar, MaaM. 
am ran, m. * 4 . 

AlaH Khaa, Mr. lyat* 
AataiaMla AfcaM, Mr. 
Maw}!, Mr. I*. 

■— rfi, Mr. latyi Srtya. 
Maarjaa, or. larwk MaMn. 


AYCI — W. 

0 ban, Mr. Alai Kittat 
AlaMaSta Ataat, Mr. 

MvaaU, Mr. TaM Oteatra. 
Mpta, Mr. tfaftti etaaara. 
•Ma, Mr. 4. 0. 

Masaa AD Mr. tya*. 

4 + atatila Mattaar, Mr. IfU. 
49m, Mr. I. 0. 


Oaaa, Mr. taataat Kaaar. 


Mm. Mr. PAMlr a UN. 
Kim, Mr. MtoMtta oatt. 


Mb Mt data K t a natra Oatt. 
Ml Paata, Or. AM. 

Mb Ma trt|at Panatfra ftatt. 
MtM, Mr. M u tt ra p aft. 
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Btf, Mr. KM iMlar. 

Iiy, Mr. KMtrt PUL 
Btf, Mr. I mwIN HMh. 
IsayaL Mr. StHHiki Mtar. 
•an, Mr. Atel Ohanlra. 
IM-Cipta, Mrs. KM. 


tkifetrhflt Mr. 

IkUUNlii Mr. M. 

•tiffca. Baba Kihstai Balk. 

•la ha, $rtj«t MaaMvt Uw, 
Wallar Rahman, MaalvL 


NOES — $5. 


AMal Ails, Maalaaa Ml. 

AMal Hat* Mr. Mint. 

A M«l Hakim, Msalvl. 

AMal Hakim Vikramparl, Maalvi Ml. 

AMal HamM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal lahbar, Maalvi. 

AMal Kalar, Mr. (alias Ul Mtsh). 

AMal MaJM, Maalvi. 

AMal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

AMalla-at MahmeM, Mr. 

AMar Rahman IMHfl, Mr. 

AMar Rasshll Mihmssl, Mr. 

AMar RashsM. Maalvi Ml. 

AMar Rant, Khan Bahalar Maalvi I. 

AMar Rasaak, Maalvi. 

Ahllar Rasa Ohswlhary, Khan Rahtlvr Maalvi. 
Aha) Masala Ahmsl, Mr. 

Atlah Ail, Mr. 

Ahmsl All inayatparl, Khan Bahalar Maalaaa. 
Aba»M All NrMba, Maalvi. 

Ahmsl, Hasaln Mr. 

Altasallln Ahmsl, Khan Bahalar Maalvi. 
Amlaatlah, Khan lahib Maalvi. 

AlhraVall Mr. M. 

Aalal Hsasaln Khan, Khan Bahalar Maalvi. 
Aahar All, Maalvi. 

Biswas, Mr. Raslk Lai. 

•MtHMaJ*. Mr. I. W. 

Bark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Mr. Aaakal Ohanlra. 

Oas, Ral lahib Ktrit Bhasaa. 

Bass, Baba Dshsalra Nath. 

I Oar, Mr. UpsMraaalh. 

Parhal Rasa Ohswlhary, Mr. M. 

Partial Bans Khanam, Btfam. 

Pasial Ha|, tbs Mta’Mi Mr. A. K. 

BtaHlai. Mr. B. 

Bamss, Mr. I. A. 

ByasaMln Ahmsl Ohsalhtry, AlhalJ. 
MaMhallah, tbs Hsn'Ms Maaah Bahalar K., st 
Dana. 

Matiamn OhsaOvri, MaalvL 
Maaanamman, Maalvi Ml. 
ttashsm AH Khan, Khan Bahalar MaalvL 
Maslna Marshal, Mrs^ M.B.C. 
ttatsmaki lamalar, Khan lahib MaalvL 
M sal v y, Mr. BavM. 

M sywssl, Mr. Rafsrs. 

Mrls Ahmsl Mia, MaalvL 


Ispahaal, Mr. M. A. H. 

Iasi mama Ahmsl, Khan tahsh MaalvL 
Kattralila Khan, Khan Bahalar MaalvL 
Katsm AH Mirsa, lahlhsala Kawan lab tysi. 
Ksnnsly, Mr. I. R. 

Mstrsfsr, Mr. B. B. 

Mafvlrs, Mr. L. T. 

Manial, Mr. Banka Bshari. 

Manlai, Mr. Birat Ohaatra. 

Manial, Mr. lagat Ohaalra. 

Mshammsl All, Khan Bahalar. 

Msrgan, Mr. B., O.I.E. 

Mabammal Atxal, Khan Bahalar Maalvi lysl. 
Mahammal Ibrahim, MaalvL 
Mabammal Israil, MaalvL 
Mabammal llllifat, Khan Bahalar Dr. »ysl. 
Mabammal tslaiman, Kban Bahalar MaalvL 
Malllsk, tbs Htn'bto Mr. Makaala Babary. 
Matbarraft Hast at a, tbs Hsa’Ms Nawab, Khan 
Bahalar. 

Mutt a* aw sal Hafvt, Mr. Sysl. 

Manly, tbs Hsn'hls Mabarala trishaalra, at 
Cowlmbasar. 

NaiaraHah, Nawahtala K. 

Masimallia, tbs Hon’ bit Kbwaja Hr, K.C. 1. 1. 
Nsrtaa, Mr. H. R. 

Raikat, tbs Hsn'hls Mr. Prasanna Osh. 

Ray, Mr. Dbananjsy. 

SalaruMa Ahmsl, Mr. 
labsbs-Alam, Mr. bytl. 
lanaallah, AI-HalJ Maalana Dr. 
larkar, Baba Malbatalaa. 

Sasaaa, Mr. R. M. 

Israjal Islam, Mr. 
tbabahallln, Mr. Khwaja, 0. B. E. 

Sbamsallln Ahmsl KbaOkar, Mr. 

I bamss I Halt, Maalaaa. 

Ilaslair, Mr. 4 . F. 
lirlar, Baba Utta Mania. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant 
Stsvsa, Mr. I. W. R. 
tabraaarly, tbs Hsa'Ms Mr. N. t. 

Spstkr, Mr. 4 . H. 

Tats I Ahmsl Bhsslb ary, Maalvi H«JL 
Walksf, Mr. W. A. M. 

WbHshtal, Mr. R. B. 

Vassal Mina. 

Vassf All Cbanlharji Mr. 

Zahar Ahmsl lh aa lhir y, Mantvt 


The Ayes being 5©, and the Noes 95, the motion was lost. 

The motion that the Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation Bill, a a 
reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration wae then 
put and agreed to. 
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Clause 1, 

Mr. SPEAKERS The question before the House is that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. <1. F. SINCLAIR. Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 1(J), line 1, after the word “date/* the words “not earlier than 
1st April, 1942“ be inserted. 

Sir, my reason for moving this amendment is that in the opinion of 
my party money required under this Act will neither be spendable nor 
really needed before some date later than April, 1942. At the present 
time the rate of spending of the department concerned on provincial 
roads is Rs. 30 lakhs a year, and it would not be possible without very 
considerable extension of the machinery of the department to increase 
that rate of spending. In March, 1942, it is calculated that from the 
accumulations due to the province from the Road Fund there will lie 
a balance of Rs. 14 lakhs. That is in addition to the sum accruing to 
the province from the Road Fund of Rs. 10 to Rs. 18 lukhs annually. 
It will thus he clearly seen that even if this money were collected during 
the coming twelve months, there would be no means of spending it. 
The necessity for further funds from 1942 onwards is admitted hut we 
simply now wish that the effective date of operation of this Bill should 
be postponed to a date when the money really will he required and can 
be spent. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Amendment No. 10 of Dr. Nalinakshu Surtyal 
should come with the Preamble. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Why, Sir? It should come 
with the substantive clauses For example, I have given an amend- 
ment, No. 20. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is that an argument, Mr. Sanya!, that because 
you have given an amendment it must be correct P 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: After all, Sir, it Is a question 
of levy of tax. 

Mr. Speaker: i can admit this if you want to move it along 
with the Preamble. 

Mr. 40CE8H CHANORA GUPTA: May I make one submis- 
sion, Mr. Speaker? You will find this amendment seeks to make it 
quite definite that the entire proceeds of the levy' under section 3 in 
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excess of collection charges are for supplementing their receipts from 
the Central Hoad Fund for the purpose of road development in the 
province. These words are a little more wide. Whereas it is 
expedient to develop roads and make better roads, it goes further 
than that. 

Mr* SPEAKER: Don’t you realise, Mr. Gupta, as a lawyer that 
as the draft stands, it is absolutely practicable? For instance, when 
an Act comes into force Government may not have any difficulty 
for the first year. But what about subsequent years? No Govern- 
ment can possibly visualise now as to how the proceeds are to be spent 
in the year 1954. That is the difficulty. 

Mr* tIOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: But the present amendment 
will make it clear. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The mere mention “after earmarking the entire 
proceeds of the levy under section 3 in excess of collection charges 
for supplementing their receipts from the Central Road Fund for the 
purpose of road development in the province” does not make it clear 
as to how an annual levy is to be spent in subsequent years. After 
all it is an annual thing. I can quite understand that you are desiring 
to put a clog but that clog should come in the Preamble. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I feel that this amendment 
does nothing more than to make it quite clear that the proceeds of 
this Sales Tax should not be spent for any other purpose within the 
province. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then it should centainly come within the 
Preamble. 

Mr. 40GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Subject to your ruling, I want 
to move that amendment in place of Dr. Sanyal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, can 
the House have the privilege of hearing the mover of this amend- 
ment, namely, Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, and will you, Sir, be pleased 
to secure his attendance in this House with a view to enable him to 
move his own amendment? I submit, Sir, it is a great privilege of 
the House to have Dr. Sanyal. 

Mr* SPEAKER: I find that he has left a good substitute in yottl 
(Laughter.) 
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Hr. SASANKA 81 KHAR tAHYALs Sir, I beg to wove that in 
clause 1 ( 3 ), in line 3, after the word “appoint” the words and figures 
‘“not being earlier than 30th April, 1942“ be inserted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, your amendment is exactly the same 
as the one moved by Mr. Sinclair. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Ye*, practically the same. 
I have, however, a few observation* to make on this question. My 
friend of the European Party has simply looked at the matter from 
one point of view, namely, that the money will not be required to 
be spent and it is not needed to be spent. Sir, that is not the only 
argument for the postponement of the date that we have proposed. 
Sir, we on this side of the House have always suffered from a 
legitimate apprehension that funds which come into the hands of the 
Government in the usual course of business are not spent after any 
careful planning. Sir, exigencies of the situation, which are 
synonymous with the exigencies of the electorate, loom large and 
Government get hold of any amount of money that comes by their 
way and they invest it more in their election propaganda and 
less for the public benefit which is required. 

Sir, if the money for these 12 years gets accumulated. Govern- 
ment will get the advantage of really an additional nucleus for 
starting new roads with and necessarily, Sir, this will also call for 
some careful planning from the department, and the money will be 
obtained not from the easy resources of the people but by squeezing 
out the poor people. It is our duty to see that that money is properly 
spent, well looked after and spent after careful planning. 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir I beg to move the 
amendment standing in my name that in sub-clause (3) of clause 1, 
in line 1, after the word “date” and before the word “as M the 
expression “after the 1st of April, 1942,“ be inserted. 

Sir, I would base my arguments on two grounds. In the first 
place as has been said by Mr. Sinclair the money will not be required 
before 1942 and that is admitted by the Government too. Sir, it is 
after all a taxation Act that we are called upon to pass, and we must 
examine Jbe immediate necessity of such an Act. If there be no 
immediate necessity for passing a taxation Act, then the legislature 
should not be invited to pass it. In the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons it is stated that the accumulation in the Road Development 
Fund will be exhausted by 1942 and that 12 lakhs will be required 
from 1942. If that be the case, I cannot understand wby should w 
be asked to pass such a taxation Act now and immediately. 
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My second argument would be that we all know that on account 
of war conditions tbe price of motor spirit has gone up and at this 
time we should be hesitant to impose further taxation on motor 
spirits. At least we should not pass an Act authorising the levy of 
the tax before the date on which the money might be required. I 
would therefore ask the Government to stand by its original ideas 
of the requirement of the situation and to accept our amendment. 


The HofTble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 must confess that 
I miss Dr. Sauyal very much in this House. I hope I shall continue 
to miss him so that my heart may grow fonder of him. (Laughter.) 

Sir, I would like to meet Mr. Sinclair half way. We do not 
propose to introduce this tax before the 1st of October this year by 
which time the machinery for administering the Act will be ready 
and we shall also have schemes ready to utilise the proceeds of this 
tax. It is not proposed that the proceeds of this tax should be spent 
solely to supplement the Central Road Fund. It is meant to open 
new roads, but we should like to spend a certain proportion somewhere 
in the region of 50 per cent, on new roads which there is little chance 
of being affected by the existing schemes of the Central Itoad Fund. 
Honourable members are aware that schemes to the tune of 
Ra. J95 lakhs have already been sanctioned, and we may expect that 
by the eml of this year Rs. 102 lakhs worth of these schemes will still 
remain to be completed. Now if this fund goes merely to supplement 
that fund, then there is very little chance of many feeder and market 
roads, which the various districts are clamouring for, to be opened 
in the near future. Hence, Sir, it is proposed that a certain propor- 
tion of this money thut we raise will go to supplement the Central 
Road Fund and a certain proportion under the advice of the 
Communications Board will be utilised in various districts for the 
purpose of opening other important roads. These roads will all be 
under what is known as Mr. King’s scheme and only important roads, 
as advised by the Communications Board, will be opened up with 
this fund. I would therefore request Mr. Sinclair to be good enough 
to withdraw his amendment and also the other honourable members 
to do likewise. 


Mr. <1. F. SINCLAIR: Sir, in view of tbe assurance gitfen by the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister that the tax will not be made operative 
until October 1st, 1941, 1 beg leave to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Mr. J. F. Sinclair that in clause 1(3), line 1, after 
the word “date” the words' “not earlier than 1st April, 1942,” be 
inserted was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 
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The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that in clause 1(3), in 
line 8, after the word “appoint” the words and figures “not being 
earlier than 30th April, 1942/ ’ be inserted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Ckaudhuri that in sub-dauae 
(3) of clause 1, in line 1, after the word “date” and before the word 
“as,” the expression “after the 1st of April. 1942,” be inserted was 
then put and a division taken. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 


The following is the result of the division: — 

AYES— SO. 


AMal Willi Maalvi. 

Ala Narnia tartar, MaatvL 
Alai fan, Mr. M. 

AsiaiaMla AlaiaA, M. 

BaaarJI, Mr. P. 

Baaarji, Mr. tatya Prtya. 

Baatrjaa, Dr. tarart Olaaira 
•aria a, Bala Praaikarf. 

Banaaa, Bala tkyaaia P ratal. 
Bata Mr. taataal Kaaiar. 
BkawaHk, Dr. BaUala Olaaira. 

B karat, Bala Ukikari Narayaa. 
Bata, Mr. larat Olaaira. 
Ofcafcrakarty, Mr. lattalra Natl. 
Olaallarl, Bai Hartalra Natl. 
Oat Bapta, Bala Klaftalra Natl. 
Dat Bapta, Dr. I. M. 

Dat Bapta, «ri|at Naraalra Natl. 
Dalai, Mr. HarwUra Natl. 

Datta Bapta, Min Mira. 

Datta Masaailar, Mr. Nilaraala. 
KaMalal Hap at. Kaxi. 
tkaaa, Mr. Atal Krltlaa. 
BtoaMta Akani, Mr. 

B ana a a l , Mr. TaM Ol aa i ra . 


Bapta, Mr. |t|ttl Olaaira. 

Bapta. Mr. 4. N. 

Hataa Ail Okawlkary, Mr. lyal. 
Jalalallta Hatltaiy, Mr. tyal. 

Jalaa, Mr. I. D. 

Jaaal All Mijaatlar, Maahri. 

Klaa, Mr. Dtlaalra UN. 

Maltra, Mr. laraalra Malaa. 

Mali, Mr. AlwaJta Kaaiar. 

Majaadar, Mrt. Htaiaprtva. 
Maalranaaiaa Itiaaiakali, Maaiaaa Ml. 
Maplal Nataia, Mr. 

Mallick, Irijat Ailataal. 

Natktr, Mr Naai Olaaira. 

NaailtaMHi Alai t, Mr. 

Nay, Mr. Clara Olaaira. 

Nay, Mr. Klraa laakar. 

Nay. Mr. Kkkad PatL 
Nay, Mr. Maaaiatla Natl. 

Saayai, Mr. lataaka lafclar. 
taa, Mr. Atal Olaaira. 

Ma-Bapta, Mr*. NaNk. 

•Manama Alaial, Mr. M. 

•Mm, IrUat Ma a l a lra Bkataa. 

W attar NalaMa, MaatvL 


MOEI— #7. 


AMal Mata, Mr. Mina. 

A Mai M akiai, MaatvL 

AMai Makiai Vilraapart, Maalvi Ml. 

AMal NaaM, Mr. A. M. 

AMaNaMar, MaaiaL 

AMal K alar, Mr. (Mai Lai Mail). . 

AMal MaJM. MaatvL 

AMal MTalafe Klpa, Mr. 

AMaNa»AI MatoaaM, Mr. 

AUar NalaMa SMOM* Mr. 


AMI HttMB Ala Ml, Mr. 

Altai AH, Mr. 

AMhI AN f aayrtparl, Klaa Balaiar Maaiaaa. 
AlaMl AH MrtHa, MaatvL 
AlaMl Hacaia, Mr. 

AHauOMa AlaMl, Klaa Balaiar MaaNL 
AMlaaBak, Klaa taMI MaalvL 
AHralaN, Mr. M. 

Aaial Haataia Klaa, Klaa Bala ia r MaatvL 
Birtaiyra, Mr Maary, Bart 

Bto»aa,Mr. Batffc L*. 

B Up pial M i, Mr. A W. 
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farlMMl l«u M«wB«nr, Hr. M. 
farm Bn Kkaaia, Mf»* 

Fatal M*V, IN MM'M# »r. A. K. 

BtaMiH. Mr* 0* 

Haw, Mr. «. A. 

BriMtb*. Mr. «. 
flvriaf, Mr. BMktr llagli. 

||IMMr Ak«M AlbMJ. 

HBfljMM" Obv»#hvrl, Mtalvl. 

NattMuaiM, M«vtvl M. 

MmNn All KhM, Kkan lafckfer Mwrtvl. 
Hut** M*r*k*4, Mr*., M.B.E. 

HatvauNy Jmaitr, Kkt* laklk Maalfl. 
H«Mry, Mr. BUM. 

Mtywutf, Mr. Ilafars. 
lift* AkaMtf Mia. MaalvL 
l*t*ka*l, Mr. M. A. M, M. B. I. 

4uln«Mln Akiaai, Kkaa laktk Maalvl. 
KtMraMI* Kkaa, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvl. 
Kaaaai All Mina, laklkiMa Kaaraa Jah lyU. 
Kaaaaky. Mr. I. Q. 

MaBracar, Mr. B. B. 

MafliaaMla Akatak. Dr. 

Maiahra, Mr. L. T. 

Maaaal, Mr. Baaka Bvkari. 

Maa4al, Mr. Blrct Okaa<ra. 

Maaial, Mr. Jagal Obaakra. 

MaalraMHa Akkaai, Maalvl. 

Makaatan* All, Kkaa Bakaiar. 

Margaa, Mr. B., 0.1.1. 

MaMaai AH MaHak. Maalvl M. 

Mahaaiaiai Afsal, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl lyta. 
Mahaaiatai Ikraklai, Maalvl. 


Ma k ana iai Hka ga a, M aa lvl . 

MakaaiauM laraB, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiai iMOfcaa, Kkaa Bakaiar Or. tyai. 
Hakaamatf laMaM, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvl. 
Mamafc, tka Naa*Ma Mr. Mafcaaoa Btaary. 
Maahanrat HMUta, tka NaVMa Havak, Kkaa 

Haaiy. tka Naa*Ma Mtkaraja trtaakaaira, al 
Oaaalwktiar. 

NaaaraHak, Ha«aktaia K. 

Haiiaiaiila, tka Naa’Ma KkwaJaOir, ILO.U. 
Marta*, Mr. M. B. 

Baikal, tka Haa'kla Mr. kraaaaaa Dak. 

Bay, Mr. Dhaaaa|ay. 

•aiaraMla AkaMi, Mr. 
lakaka-Alaai, Mr. lyai. 
tarkar, Bakv Maihataiaa. 
taaaaaa, Mr. B. M. 
tarajal lilaai, Mr. 

IhahakaMla, Mr. Kbwaja, O.B.E. 

•haaiaaMla Ab»t4 Khaaikar, Mr. 
tiaeialr, Mr. 4 . F. 
tlrVar, taka Lttta Maaia. 

Iiattk, Mr. N. Brakaat 
Stavaa, Mr. 4 . W. B. 

•abraarariy, IN Haa'Ma Mr. N. I. 
lyallar, Mr. J. M. 

Tatal Akaivi Okaaikary, Maalvl Ha|l. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WbKahaaa, Mr. B. B. 

Yaaiaf Mina. 

Yaaaf All Okaaihary, Mr. 

Zahar Akaiai Ohaaikary, Maalvl. 


The Ayes being 50, anil the Noes 97, the motion was lost. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put 
anil agreed to. 


Clause 2 . 

- V* 

Mr. SPEAKERS The question before the House is that clause 2 
stand part of the Bill. 

ThB Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDYs Sir, if the honourable 

members would be good enough to examine the amendments* which 
have been circulated, they wi|l $nd that the amendments which have 
been tabled in my name are really drafting changes and contain no 
substantial alterations. t 

Sir, I beg to move that sub-clause (a) of clause 2 be omitted. 

The reason for this amendment is that no particular duty having 
been cast upon any importer as such, but only on wholesale and retail 
dealers there is no need Co define an importer in this Act. The object 
of this Amendment is to remove the word “importer” from all the 
clauses of the Bill. 
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Sir, I beg also to move that in sub-clause (g) of clause 2, in line 2, 
after the words “or keeps motor spirit for sale, to”, the word “retail” 
be inserted, and in the last line, for the words “and not for consutnp* 
tion,” the words “or for consumption by such dealers” be substituted. 

Sir, the clause will read thus after alteration: — 

dealer means any person who sells mtftor spirit, or 
keeps motor spirit for sale, to retail dealers in such spirit, 
for the" purpose of re-sale or for consumption by such retail 
dealers.” 


This amendment is linked with two other amendments. One of 
the difficulties before the Select Committee was how to prevent dealers 
from using petrol for their own consumption and how to prevent it 
from escaping taxation. In the original Bill a draft of another 
province was inserted under which a wholesale dealer or a retail 
dealer was prevented from having any business of his own. That is, 
a retail dealer could not run a motor business or motor transport 
business or anything of that nature. This is in accordance with Bills 
as they exist in some of the other provinces. We thought that that 
would cause too great a hardship on the retail or wholesale dealer, 
and we attempted to find some way out of the difficulty. The way 
suggested was that we should insert a new sub-section in clause 4, 
namely, sub-clause (6). Now, Sir, we find that this is very cumber- 
some, and if we just change the definition of “wholesale dealer” and 
add a proviso after clause (I) of section d which will run thus: — 

“Provided that the tax payable in respect of motor spirit sold to 
a retail dealer and used by such dealer for his own consump- 
tion shall be paid by such dealer.” 

the purpose will be sufficient. There might have been some^legal 
difficulty in the clause, sub-section (6) of section 4, as it stood, namely, 
does a person who uses petrol for his own consumption sell to himself 
or not? And if he does hot sell, why does he pay the tax Y It is for 
this reason that we have changed the definition of retail dealer and 
wholesale dealer as proposed in this amendment, and I propose to add 
a proviso after section d of clause 1 tyid to accept the amendment that 
sub-section # (tf) of clause 4 be deleted. 

The motions of theJB^n’blc Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that sub*clause 
(a) of clause 2 be omitted, 

and that in sub-clause (g) of clause (2), in line 2, after the words 
“or keeps motor spirit for sale, to”, the w«* # “retail” he inserted, and 
in the last line for the words “and not for consumption” the s^rordw “or 
for consumption by such dealers” he substituted, were then put and 
•greed to. * 
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The question that clause 2, as amended, stand part of the Bill, 
was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

Mr. SPEAKER; The question before the House is that clause 3 
stands part of the Bill. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I b eg to move that in 
clause 3(7), in line 4, after the word “anna” the words “and six pies” 
be omitted. 

My idea is. to have the Incidence of taxation reduced by half an 
anna. At the beginning ©f,the day, We heard from Mr. Banerji to my 
right and Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar to my left, advancing very sensible 
arguments. It is clear that if a sudden rise in {lie price takes place, 
the motor transport business will suffer a great deal, because they will 
either have to increase their fares or they will have to make the poor 
persons in the villages bear the burden of this taxation. In any case, 
it will be disastrous. So, let us have some more money into the coffers 
of Government so that new tilings may be taken up; but let us have 
it by and by; let us dilute this taxation with an element of bearability 
in it. So, I appeal to my friends opposite to consider this question 
in that spirit and to accept the amendment, if possible. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY s Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that in clause 3(7), line 4, for the words “one anna and six 
pies,” the words “six pies” be substituted. 

Sir, in the original Bill it was suggested that in the case of petrol 
a levy at the rate of one anna and six pies per gallon will be made and 
in the case of motor spirit other than petrol it was suggested that a 
levy of six pie* .would be made. But the Select Committee have sug- 
gested a consolidated rate of one anna and six pies in both the cases. 
It is not fair, Sir. There are dealers of petrol exclusively and there 
are dealers of motor spirit other than spirit exclusively. So there 
cannot be a uniform rate of tax in both cases. I would only request 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to proceed slowly. Let him tax 
2 pice gallon, and if the Act seems to be effective, then let him 
raise it to one anna and then, if necessary, go further up + o one anna 
and six pies. With this view, 1 suggest that^e uniform rate should be 
2 pice per gallon, with regard to patrol ana sprits other than petrol. 

Tttt Hon’M* Mr. SU^IRAWARDY s I wonder, Sir, if the 

honourable members oppem* do not realise that they are speaking with 
the tongue in their cheek when they invoke the poor people of the 
tillages, poor agriculturists, as if*they will pay the petrol tax, 
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They will not. The petrol tax will in the main fail upon the people 
of Calcutta, and it will be utilised for the benefit of the poor people, 
the agriculturists in the main. There is no question of the poor people 
paying the tax, and it is one of the reasons why this tax has been 
imposed in all the provinces, because it conforms to the standard that 
persons who can bear the taxation should pay it for the benefit of those 
who cannot. Therefore, Sir, there is no justification whatsoever in 
decreasing the taxation in the interests of the poor people. 

So far as the argument of Mr. Hashemy is concerned, I am afraid 
he has not realised that motor spirit is almost identical with petrol, and 
it is not proposed to tax any other kind of motor spirit. Diesel oil, 
which it was intended to tax at the rate of one anna and six pies, is a 
heavy oil used mostly for driving stationary internal combustion 
engines and not for vehicles that are generally used on the roads. The 
reason why Diesel oil has been exempted is that it is not a road oil and, 
secondly, it is used very largely for industrial purposes and for produc- 
ing electricity. Both of these will he penalised if Diesel oil is taxed. 
I see really no substance in the amendments that have been moved, and 
I hope that the honourable members will be disposed to withdraw 
them. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that in clause 3(/), in 
line 4, after the word “anna” the w’ords “and six pies'* be omitted, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that in clause d(/), 
line 4, for the words “one annu and six pies” the words “six pies” be 
substituted, was then put and lost. 

Thu Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to move tlittt 
after sub-clause (/,) of clause if the following proviso be added, 
namely: — . » 

“Provided that the tax payable in respect of motor spirit sold to a 
retail dealer and used by such dealer for his own consump- 
tion shall be paid by such dealer.” 

Sir, I have already explained the necessity for this clause. 


Mr. SPEAKER : }£r. Suhrawardy, will you please move the other 
amendmeats to this ejJSfe standing in your name? 

TO. HffflM. Ur. H. S. »UMR#T^fARpY : Yes, Sir. 1 toff to 
mtfre that in sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 3, in lW 2, the words “an importer 
or” and in line 4 and in line 9 the words “importer or” to omitted. 

8 
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I also beg to move that in sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 3, in linfc 6, after 
the words “on the sale” the words “or consumption” be inserted. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please explain these amendments which he is moving? We have got 
notice only to-day and it seems to me that these amendments are very 
material. 

Mr. SPEAKER : So far as amendment No. 87 is concerned, the 
Hon’ble Minister need not speak on it because the definition has been 
explained ; on the other two amendments he can speak. 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I would certainly 
have traversed the ground which I have already traversed, had I 
realised that when I explained the reason for this amendment Mr. Gupta 
was not in the House. I have already explained why this proviso is 
necessary. This is consequential upon the amendment which has 
already been accepted by the House of the definition of “wholesale 
dealer” and further consequential upon my proposal to accept the 
amendment which has been tabled by some honourable members to 
delete sub-section ( 6 ) of section 4. The purpose of this is that a retail 
dealer who may use petrol for his own consumption shall not escape 
taxation. A retail dealer may purchase from a wholesale dealer, and 
he will of course collect the tax from his own purchaser, but if he u'ses 
it himself then he escapes taxation, and the purpose of this proviso is 
that for such petrol aB he might use for his own consumption he himself 
shouftff&y the lax. This is obvious and quite fair and just, and it is 
also quite apparent. 

R«i HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 3(8), in line Drafter the words “wholesale dealer” and 
before the Wiord “accordingly,” the words “and not to any such retail 
dealers^ be inserted. 

Sir, even after the amendments introduced by the present amend- 
ments of Mr. Suhrawardy, I think that there" is eoepe for the amendment 
thaf f am suggesting. I suggest that after the words “wholesale 
dealer” and before the word “accordingly” the words “and not to any 
such retail dealers” be inserted. My object is to make this taxation 
as much a one-point tax as possible. The objpet of this sub-clause is 
that Government* may by an arrangement with a wholesale dealer tax 
him and may hot tax the retail dealer. If that be the object of 
Government, then the -point should be made further clear by the 
insertion of these words. Otherwise," 5 ! apprehend that it may nob be 
construed by the courts that it is a one-point tax. 
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H» motion of the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that after sub- 
.clause (/) of clause 3 the following proviso be added, namely: — 


“Provided that the tax payable in respect of motor spirit sold to a 
retail dealer and used by such dealer for his own consumption 
shall be paid by such dealer/* 


was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that in sub-clau# 
(2) of clause 3, in line 5?, the words “an importer or“ and in line 4 
and in line 9 the words “importer or" be omitted, was then put and 
agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that in sub-clause 
(2) of clause 3, in line (i, after the words “on the sale/' the words 
“or consumption*' be inserted, was then put and agreed to. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL : So far as amendment No. 89 
is concerned. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has not yet replied. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : My reply to that is 

that it is wholly unnecessary. I have stated definitely that it shall * 
apply to the wholesale dealer accordingly. Can a taxation measure 
apply to anybody else who is specifically not mentioned in the Act P 
Is it necessary to add thereto “and not to the retail dealer" ? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : It is necessary. 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY I 1 submit that it .*»»«<: 

I think that a tax cannot he levied against a person who is not specifi- 
cally mentioned. I think it is wholly unnecessary. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 3 (2), 
in line 9, after the word* “wholesale dealer" and liefore the word 
“accordingly," the words “and not to ar$* such retail dealers" he 
inserted was then put and lost. 

Mr. J. F. SINCLAIR : Kir, I W to move that after clause 3b?) 
the following new sulwdfcuses be added, namely — 

“(4) no tax shall be levied under this Act on the sale of any motor 
^spirit for the purpose of aviation." 

**(5) If any tax payable under sub-section (7) is not paid within 
the time fixed* under* sub-section (IS of ^section 7, the 
prescribed authority may, in lieu thereof, YWvrver any sum 
not exceeding double the amount oi the tax so unpaid, or 
any smaller sum abovtHbe unpaid amount of the tax, which 
such authority may think it reasonable to reaver.” 
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I propose to deal with the additional sub-clause first. It needs only 
a simple explanation. The proceeds of this tax are to be devoted to the 
construction of new roads. The intention is that the road-users should 
pay for their roads to the extent of the proceeds oiMis tax at any rate. 
The users of aerodromes are by no means road-trtirs and, moreover, in 
this province 95 per cent, of the money that would be available from 
sales of motor spirit for the purpose of aviation, would represent 
tax collected from sales on aerodrdmes that are maintained by the 
Government of India and not by the Government of Bengal. I think 
I have said almost enough to convince the House that this amendment 
is necessary and salutary. 

This additional clause in section 3 is linked up with 10(d) and is 
simply intended to make the penalty for late submission of accounts 
rather less onerous than it is in the Bill as amended by the Select 
Committee. I have therefore no doubt that this additional sub-clause 
will receive the full support of this House. 

fUi HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, I am sorry I have 
to oppose this amendment. The very argument that has been advanced 
by Mr. Sinclair makes it clear that it should not be accepted. 
Mr. Sinclair has a soft corner in his heart for the Government of 
India and for aviation petrol. But, Sir, I think that the Government 
of India in raising the tax on the motor spirit, i.e., on petiol, has not 
excluded or exempted aviation petrol and therefore why should we go 
out of our way to except aviation petrol? Even if it be a fact that 
aviat k>4 petrol has been exempted, by the Government of India then 
also we should not go out of our way to support such an amendment 
because on account of the war the excessive price of petrol is l>eing 
paid by all. Why then should not the Government of India purchase 
be taxed for a local purpose? The Government of India are also taxing 
the people as well as thoae-things which are cousumed by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. If they are, then why should the Government of 
Bengal feel differently for the Government of India, I do not understand. 


Tha Hoffble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY l Sir, I propose to accept 
the amendment. I think that Rai H&rendra Nath Chaudhuri is 
incorrect when he states that aviation petrol is taxed by the Government 
of India. Aviation petrol is not so taxed. Apart from t&at, it does 
seem indefensible, nay illogical, that aviation petrol should be taxed 
and that the proceeds should be utilised for road purposes. 


, Mr. 40CI8M CHANDRA GUPTA: There are roads which lead 
to the aviation ground. 
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T*i Hon’bto Mr. H. 1 SUHRAWARDY: We will not utilise the 
tax lor that. Apart from that, I do not think that we ought to do 
anything which wsy discourage aviation. That is a future opening 
for Bengalees in pNfc|icular, who make excellent pilots, and I do not 
think that we should put in any clause winch would operate as a < log 
upon the development of that spirit. 

The motion of Mr. J. F. Sinclair that after clause 9(3) the following 
new sub-clauses be added, namely — 

“( 4) no tax shall be levied under this Act on the sale of any motor 
spirit for the purpose of aviation” 

and 

(5) if any tax payable under sub-section {!) is not paid within the 
time fixed under sub-section (J) of section 7, the prescribed 
authority may, in lieu thereof recover any sum not exceeding 
double the amount of the tux so unpaid, or any smaller sum 
above the unpaid amount of the tax. which such author ty 
may think it reasonable to recover/* 

was then put and a division called. 

(After the ringing of the Division bell was over, Mr. «F. F. 
Sinclair rose on a point of order.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point? 

Mr. J. F. SINCLAIR: Sir, 1 rise on a point of order. Lwant to 
know whether it is your intention to take the two parts of the 
amendment together or to take them up separately one after the 
other. 


Mr. SPEAKER: If you want, I can bifurcate it. Personally, 
I think the second part should be held up now, and it would be better 
to take it up with clause 10. I therefore think that I should put 
this sub-clause (t5) as part of clause 10. Do you agree? 


Mr. 4. F. SINCLAIR: That is not precisely what I want, because 
clause 10 hnumerates a series of offences for which there is a provi* 
siou of fines which may extend to one thousand rupees. I therefore 
suggest thaJt this sub-clause relates to clause 3. 

Mr. SPEAKERS But 1 think clause 3 merely relates to levy of 
the tax, but here it relates to composition of the penalty more or 
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Mr. J. F. SINCLAIRS I submit, it is still a levy of the tax. 

Mr. SPEAKERS In that case, I think it might be taken up as 
a separate clause, say, clause 10A, instead of as,$art of clause 10. 

Thi Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: In any case we will 
have to examine whether it will logically fit in. This part may 
therefore be postponed for the present. 

The motion of Mr. J. F. Sinclair that after clause 3(3) the 
following new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(4) no tax shall be levied under this Act on the sale of any 
motor spirit for the purpose of aviation/' 

was then put and a division called, with the following result: — 


AYES — S3. 


AMHAib, nubia Mi. 

Alial Mata, Mr. Mina. 

AMU Haarii, Mr. A. M. 

AMaWatkar. Mulvl. 

AMaMa-AI MakataN, Mr. 

AMir Rakaia*, Kltaa SakNar A. P. M. 

ANar Rakaua iMilgl, Mr. 

AMar RaakaN, Maalvl Mi. 

ANar Raaf, Khan BakNar. Maatvl •. 

AMar Rauak, Maalvl. 

Akal Haikin. Maalvl. 

Akal Masala Akaiai, Mr. 

Akal Qmmm, Maalvl. 

Akaiai All Knayatparl, Kkaa SakNar Maalaaa. 
AkaiN All Mrtika, Maalvl 
Akani Hatala, Mr. 

AttaaaNta Akaiai. Kkaa SakNar Maalvl. 
Aakralall. Mr. M. 

AalN Mauala Kkaa. Kkaa SakNar Maalvl. 
Blrkatyrt, air Hairy, Bart 
Bratkar, Mr. r. 0. 

SkiaaaNala, Mr.i. W. 

StertU Mr. 1. A. 

Sat, Mr. Aaakal Okaaira. 
eat, Sal laklk KlrH Skataa. 

Kikar, Mr. UpaNranatk. 
faikN Saaa Okuikary, Mr. M. 

Railal Ha|, tka Haa*Ma Mr. A. K. 

RiaMlaa, Mr. D. 

SrtMtka, Mr. t. 

NalaaiMa Okaaikarl Maatvl 
Maaaaamana, Maalvl Mi. 

Maakaa All Kkaa, Kkaa SakNar Maatvl 
NatottaHy iaaniar, Kkaa OflMk MaaM. 
Maaklagt, Mr. R.4. 

Manraai, Mr. Ragm. 

MNaal Mr. M. A. F. 

Mill AkaiN Mb, Maatvl 
ta p akaal Mr.M.A. H. M. S. c. 

Sw lMH iM Akaai, Kkaa kakN Maatvl 
K aklra N Ia Kkaa, KkM SakaNr MNK 
tUaaai AR MMaa, takM a aia Bawa 4ak lyai. 


Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. «. 

MaSragar, Mr. R. R. 

Maiiaiiia AkaiN. Dr. 

Maaial, Mr. Rlral Okaaira. 

Maaial, Mr.iagat Okaaira. 

MaaiuHia Akkaai, Maalvl. 

MakaamN AU, Kkaa SakNar. 

Margaa, Mr. S., c.1.1. 

Maalaai All Mallak. MaaM M. 

Makaaiiaai Afial, Kkaa SakNar Maalvl tyN 
MakanmN Itkagaa, Maalvl 
MakaaiMN Itrall, Maalvl. 


_ ^ — MMNir or. vyaa. 

Makaaiiaai Malaaa. Kkaa SakNar Maalvl 
MalUtfc, tka Haa'Ma Mr. Makaaia Salary. 
Maakarraff Haanla. tka Haa'Ma Kkaa SakNar 
Mattagawul Hagaa. Mr. Sy*. 


HaNy. tka Haa’Ma Makaraja triaakaaira. a« 
Naaiaikaxar. 


Rataratlak. Maaraknia K. 


Rasta aNla, tka NtaMa Kkaaja Ur, K 0.1.1. 
Rartaa, Mr. N. R. 


Raikal tka Haa'Ma Mr. Praaaaaa Dak. 
Rauar Rafcaaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

•NaraNli Akaai, Mr. 

Nfc akfrAkMa, Mr. Oyai. 

Urkar, Raka Maikawiaa. 


NraJM btaa, Mr. 

IHIab N a, Mr. Kkvaja, • S.S. 
IkaaiNila Akabi K fc aai ka r, Mf. 
Martak. Mr. 4. P. 

I W, BaN UtM Maaia. 
tpa l br , Mr. 4 41. 
ttavaa, Mr. 4. W.R. 

Nkraarariy, tka Haa'Ma Mr. N. S. 
WaHnr, Mr. W. A. M. 
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fetal*** NMkMy, Mr. lyU. 
fetaa, Mr. 1. D. 
fe«fe AN Majaatfar, MuNL 
Maitra, Mr. taraaira Malta*. 

Maaial. Mr. Apatfra Rath. 

NaatratxaiMa Irtaaabait, Maataaa Mi. 

Masbal Natal a, Mr. 

MaRtab. Irtjat Aabatasb. 

Naakar, Mr. Htai Okaatra. 

Pal a. Mr. Daraia Prttaaaa. 

RaaNaaMla Akaai, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara Cfcaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Klraa laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Ktebart Pall. 

Ray, Mr. Maaautha Nath. 

Saayal, Mr. lasaaka takhar. 

•an, Mr. Atat Ohaaira. 
laa-Oapta, Mrt. Raltta. 

•hahaiaU. Mr. 

Ihaaitaiila Akaiai, Mr. M. 

•laba, Irtjat Maaiaira Bhaaaa. 

Waliar Rahaiaa, Maatvl. 

; Noes 45, the motion was carried. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have further considered this matter, and 1 
think the next sub-clause 5 legitimately comes as sub-section 3 of 
section 7 because the sub-clause itself mentions section 7. It says, 
,l If any tax payable under sub-section ( 1 ) is not paid within the 
time fixed under sub-section ( 1 ) of section 7, etc/' It should come there 
and until that is done, I will keep this over. 

(Here Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal rose on his feet to move his 
amendment No. 26.) 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I submit, Sir, it is neces- 
sary, because clause 3 relates to the levy of the tax, and I want to 

make it clear how the tax so levied will be utilised. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is beyond the scope of the Bill because there 
is nothing in the Act to indicate as to the way in which it can be 
•pent. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Even if it was beyond the 
•cope of The Bill, to-day by the proposed amendment of the Hon'ble 
Minister to the Preamble it is within the scope of the Bill. 

a 

Mr. SPEAKERS In the Preamble he has attempted to define the 
purpose, and therefore if you like you can draft a new sub-clause on 

the basis of that. All I can say is, that it is, as it is, beyond the 

•cope of this section. 


AMM Wabai, MmM. 

Aha Haaaala tartar, Mart*. 

Ahaf Fat, Mr. Mi. 

AsiaiaMia Abaci, Mr. 
iaaarjl, Mr. P. 

Staarji, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Sarnia a, Saha tbyaaui Praaai. 

•araiaa, Saba tfpaaira Nath. 

Saaa, Mr. Saataab Kaaar. 

SbavaMk, Dr. Sablaia Obaaira. 

Saaa, Mr. Sarat Ohaaira. 

Obaaibart, Ral Haraaira Natb. 

Daa, Mr. Maaaiabaa. 

Daa Sapta, Saba Khafaaira Natb. 

Daa Sapta, Irtjat Raraaira Natb. 

Dalai, Mr. Naraaira Natb. 

Datta Raiaatar, Mr. Nlbaraaia. 

Kaiiaiai Hajat, Kart. 

Sbaaa, Mr. Atal Kriabaa. 
etaiaiila Abaiai, Mr. 

Sapta, Mr. tfagtab Obaaira. 

Oapta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Nasaa All Cbavibary, Mr. lyai. 

The Ayes being 83 and the 
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However, I am not deciding t^ue question whether the motion itself 
is out of order, but I may say fbt the time being that it is beyond 
the scope of section 3. < 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: But if we accept the 
amendment to the Preamble as proposed by the Hon’bie 
Mr. SuhrawardyP 

Mr. SPEAKER! Even then there would be nothing about 
expenditure. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: But that will define the 
scope of the Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your proper amendment i8 “roads in non-muni- 
cipal areas of Bengal/’ It would be open to you to move an amend- 
ment to Mr. Buhrawardy’s amendment that the words “in non-muni- 
cipal areas” be added. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL* But the Preamble cannot 
embrace all things. Here, Sir, the levy of the tax is provided lor, 
and I propose an amendment that the tax so levied shall not be spent 
except for purposes as laid down. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, I cannot agree. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Then, Sir, it may be 
treated in relation to the Preamble. It may stand over. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, you can move it as a part of the Preamble 
where it makes mention of Bengal. 

I think that finishes all the amendments in clause 3. 


Clause 4 . 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that clause 4 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The Hon’bie Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy then stood up to move his 
amendments.) , 

Mr. 40CE8H tHANDRA CUPTA: On a point of order. 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, we find Nos. 92, 93, 94 are all amendments by 
Mr. Suhrawardy, and it is very difficult, having got these amendments 
about half an hour ago, to understand what will be the effect of these 
amendments on the whole Bill. On the last occasion when I wanted 
to be enlightened about it, Mr. Suhrawardy was rathey annoyed. 
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«• Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I said that Mr. J. C. 

Gupta 'Was not in the House when I explained. 

> ’ w 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTAl We are not as clever as the 
Finance Minister. 

Mra SPEAKERS Nor do you mean to be clever always. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Yes, Sir; that is so. 

Therefore, in his superior wisdom and cleverness he has thought 
fit to make wholesale amendments of the Bill. I think we ought to 
be given some time to follow why all these things have been neces- 
sitated. It passes one’s comprehension that the mover of the Bill 
would at the last moment table not less than about two to three 
dozen amendments. We have not had the time to understand the 
implications of all these amendments, and it would not be proper 
to proceed with them. I make this submission for your consideration. 

If Mr. Suhrawardy wants us to participate in this Bill and to follow 
it, I think we ought to have a day’s time to consider the amendments. 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI 5 I support Mr. Gupta. 

I suggest the discussion of this clause be held over till to-morrow. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: No, No. In the first 

place, Sir, I accept the compliment, but I would like to return it. 

I think Mr. Gupta can very well follow the implications of these 
amendments. Practically all the amendments that I am going to move 
are consequential upon the deletion of the words “as an importer or.” 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You may not tax the 

importer. But why should you not think of the loss? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy now realises that it is not 
always safe to say anything against the Opposition. His remark last 
time was such that Mr. Gupta had a right to feel offended. 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: No, Sir, that remark 
was not offensive. Even after that remark, I went on to explain the 
purpose of the amendment. 

Mr* SPEAKER I All I say is that when Government comes with 
short-notice amendments and wants the support of the House, it should 
not offend any section. 
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Thi Hon’We Mr. H. S. SUHRAWAROY: I did not want to offend. 
As a matter of fact, I returned 4dm the compliment, and I hope he 
will accept it. Mr. J. Cb Gupta is quite capable of realising the 
purpose of these amendments. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I do not say that it is an unparliamentary expres- 
sion, but it was not very complimentary to say against some members 
that they were speaking with their tongue in their cheek. It is not 
unparliamenary, but in a debate of this character it really stiffens the 
opposition. 

, R«| HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It was highly 
indecorous. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Mr. Suhrawardy is always in a 
bellicose mood. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 did not want to offend 
anybody, but I cannot appreciate the point of always trotting out 
the poor man on every occasion, when every member of the House 
realises that petrol is not used by the ordinary agriculturist. 

May I point out to Mr. Gupta that the amendments which I am 
going to move are nothing else but the deletion of the words “as an 
importer or“P For instance, take amendment No. 92. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You have revised sub- 
clause ( 2 ) of clause 4. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Take sub-clause ( 2 ) of 
my amendment No. 92. That is nothing else but the deletion of the 
words “as an importer or.” 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That may be your 
idea, but our idea may be quite different. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I think that Rai 
Bahadur ought to be good enough to accept it. (Laughter.) 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Rai Chaudhuri is not a 
Rai Bahadur. That again is offensive. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I beg your pardon, i 
want you to accept the statement, that it is nothing else but the 
deletion of the words “as an importer or.” If my friend would be 
good enough to see the clause as printed while I read the amendment 
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No. 02, He will see there is no difference and in half a minute he will 
be able to realise that !H|xn not taking him in and I am not trying 
to deceive him. Will he kindly read the clause as printed? 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, our difficulty 
is this. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy thinks that we can all follow 
what he says, but as a matter of fact we want to take time to consider. 
I can only mention one instance. While opposing the amendment 
moved by Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar, he said there is no incidence of 
any taxation on account of the small rise, but while accepting 
Mr. Sinclairs amendment he said, well, why should the Government 
of India bear the burden of those taxes. He has got two different 
standards. While thinking of the Government of India he hks. got 
one standard and thinking of the people of Bengal he has a different 
standard. That being so, when we have such contradictory statements, 
we would like to take a little time to find out whether there are uny 
catches in it and whether we are being made a party to any legisla- 
tion for which we may be taken to task by the public. 

The Hon’bto Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Really, Sir, I am not 
conscious of having said one thing to Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar and 
another thing to Mr. Sinclair. If Mr. Gupta will be good enough 
to pay attention, he will find this amendment is nothing else. This 
is so obvious that I am certain every honourable member iu this House 
will be able to appreciate it and particularly a member so acute as 
Mr. J. C. Gupta. Will he kindly consider that these amendments 
which I want to move are nothing else but the deletion of the words 
“importer or”? 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: It is not deletion. 

Thf Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The word “importer” 
has been deleted from the definition. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why should we waste 
time in this way? The Hon’ble Minister has proposed as many as 
five or six amendments to one particular clause, I would suggest 

that they stand over till to-morrow. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is no agreement, under the rules I shall 
be compelled to postpone consideration of this. I have no other al- 
ternative. 

As regards amendments Nos. 33-36 the recommendation of the 
Governor has not yet been received. So this is not in order. 

Amendment* No. 37 not moved. 
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Clause 8 A. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYItE: Sir I beg to move that in clause 8A (3) 
for the weird “fourteen” wherever it occurs the word “thirty” be 
substituted. , 

In their report the Select Committee suggest that only 14 days be 
allowed to representatives of any person carrying on business as a 
dealer who may have died to apply for licence to carry on the business. 
We feel, Sir, that this is rather hard and might cause considerable 
hardship to the dealers’ families. So we suggest that for the word 
“fourteen” the word “thirty” be substituted. 

tl* Hon'M. Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I propose to accept 
this amendment. 

The motion of Sir Henry Birkmyre that in clause 8A(J) for the 
word “fourteen” wherever it occurs the word “thirty” be substituted, 
was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 9. 

Mr. D. CLADDING. Sir, I beg to move that in clause 9 (l)(b), 
in lines 1 and 2, the expression “such accounts, vouchers and docu- 
ments of, and” be omitted. 

The reason why I make this suggestion is that the words I propose 
to be omitted seem to be redundant. If we look at sub-clause (a) of 
sub-clause (/) of clause 9, we find that it already provides for the 
inspection of accounts, vouchers and other documents: so I do not 
see why we should provide again “for inspection of such accounts, 
vouchers and documents” in sub-clause (b). All that need be done by 
sub-clause (/>) is to provide what sub-clause (a) does not, namely, for 
inspection of petrol stocks. I, therefore, suggest that these 
redundant words be omitted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in clause 9 (2) before the word “any” 
at the beginning the expression “for the purposes of sub-section (7)” 
be inserted. 

The object of this amendment is to secure that the powers of entry 
and search which are given by sub-section (2) shall be confined to the 
purposes of this Bill. As the clause now stands, the person in question 
iB given power to enter and search, as far a^ I can see, for anything 
that might take his fancy. He should be empowered only to search for 
articles falling within the purposes of the Bill. 

Tht Hon*!* Mr. H. ft. 8UHRAWARDY: Regarding the first 
amendment, may I suggest another amendment on the floor of the 
House. It ia not intended that (a) and (6) should be exclusive of each 
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other, but that they should be in addition to each other. If instead 
of the word “or” at the jgad of sub-clause (a) the word “and” is used, 
I think that it will express the object of this section much better. 


Mr. SPEAKER. Have you put. in any amendipent to that effects 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I don’t think I have 
put in any amendment to that effect. I was thinking of the amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Gladding, and I submit that if for the word “or” 
the word “and” is substituted, it would be better drafting. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: You want both the clauses. 


The Hon’We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If and” be there, it 
would mean first of all that there should be a requisition for the pro- 
duction of accounts and there should be inspection of accounts. 
Without requiring any accounts to be produced, no inspection will lie 
possible. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sub-clause (a) requires 
the wholesale dealer to make available for inspection his accounts, etc. 
If he does not make them available for inspection, wo cannot inspect 
them. We do not intend to rush into his shop without asking him 
anything at all and start inspecting the accounts. I should like to 
give him due notice to make the accounts uvailablo for inspection und 
then go and inspect them. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But you have redrafted clause (if) in amendment 
No. 105. 

Rfti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI* He has forgotten that. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will that serve the purpose of amendment 
No. 105? • 

Tht Htn’bto Mr. H. 8. 8HURAWARDY: No; because that 
amendment was for just the deletion of the words “importer or.” 

Mr. SPEAKER! You want to substitute the word “and” for the 
word “or” at the end of sub-clause (a)? 
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The Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: Yes, Sir. I would 
request Mr. gladding to withdraw his amendment (42-45) as I propose 
to substitute i|je word “and” for the word “br” in amendment No. 105 
which I propose to move to clause 9. With regard to amendment 

(46-49) I have no objection. 

♦ 

Mr. D. GLADDING: In view of the Hon’ble Minister’s statement 
that he proposes to substitute the word “and” for the word “or” at the 
end of sub-clause 1 («), I beg permission to withdraw my amendment 
No. 42-45. 

The motion of Mr. D. Gladding that in clause 9(/)(5), in lines 1 
and^, the expression ‘‘such accounts, vouchers and documents of, 
and? be omitted, was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find some difficulty so far as amendment 
No. 46-49, moved by Mr. Gladding, is concerned. I think the best 
idea is to substitute the words “for the purposes of this Act.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARY : Perhaps that would be 
the best, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then, for the words “for the purposes of sub- 
section (/)”, your draft is “for the purposes of Ibis Act.” I would 
like to say that this is creating a lot of difficulty. May I ask you, 
Mr. Suhrawardy. to come prepared in future f*> that you may not have 
to redraft tin* whole thing here. If these short-notice amendments 
are made here at this stage, members are merely confused by the mass 
of such amendments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I too am confused, 
Sir. 

Mr. 1IOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: When even Mr. Suhrawardy 
is confused, let us now postpone the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the substitution of the words “for the 
purposes of this Act” in place of “for the purposes of sub-section (/)’* 
would be better. 

Mr. D. GLADDING: In that case, I have no objection, to beg for 
leave to withdraw my second amendment. 

The motion of Mr. D. Gladding that in clause 9 (&) before the word 
“any” at the beginning the expression “for the purposes of'sub-seetioO 
(/)” be inserted, was then by leave of the House withdrawn. * 

(The debate on clause 9 was closed at this stage and clause Jbfr was 
taken up.) 
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Clause 10. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that clause 10 
stand part of the BilL 

Mr. <1. F. SINCLAIR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 10, paragraph ( aa ) be omitted. 

With the omission of clause 4(0), as suggested by the Ilon’ble the 
Finance Minister, clause 10, paragraph (aa), becomes superfluous. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY This is consequential, 
Sir, and it will have to go. 

The motion of Mr. J. F. Sinclair that in clause 10, paragraph 
(aa) be omitted, was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. J. F. 8INCLAIR: Mr. Sjieaker, Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 10, for paragraph (c), the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(c) fails to submit any return as required by clause (h) of section 
5 or by section 8 or submits a false return; or.” 

Sir, clause 10, sub-section (c), as it stands, provides for the imposi- 
tion of a penalty for a number of offences including the lute sub- 
mission of returns. The late submission of returns has now been 
covered by an amendment which has been accepted, although its final 
place under clause 3 has not yet been decided. It is in the form of a 
new sub-section (<5) t and with the addition of that new sub-section 
under clause 3, clause 10(c) becomes superfluous. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I accept the 

amendment. 

The motion of Mr. J. F. Sinclair that in clause 10, for paragraph 
(c), the following be substituted^ namely: — 

“(c) fails to submit any return as required by clause (b) of section 
5 or by section 8 or submits a false return; or”, 

* 

was then put and agreed to. 

' Mr. 4 . F. SINCLAIR: Sir, I beg also to move that in clause 10, 
paragraph (d) foe omitted. 

Sif f I need add nothing to what I have already said on the previou* 
amendments moved by me. 
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The HOfllNa Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sfr, I accept tlie 
amendment. 

The motion of Mr. J. F. Sinclair that in clause 10, paragraph (d) 
be omitted, was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: May I have your permission, Sir, to move 
amendment No. 66 standing in the name of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. Pi BANERJI : Sir, I beg to move that in clause 10, in line 
26," for the words “one thousand” the words “five hundred” be substi- 
tuted. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has often referred to the Motor Sales 
Taxation Act of Bihar. There this amount is Rs. 600, and I fail to 
understand why he has increased to Rs. 1,000. It is quite reasonable 
to accept this provision of Rs. 500 in the Bihar Act. Like the provi- 
sion of one anna and six pies of the Bihar Act which the Hon’ble 
Minister has incorporated in this Bill, I would request him to accept 
Rs. 500 provision made in the Bihar Act. 

Ril HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that in clause 10, in line 25, for the words “one thousand 
rupees” the words “five hundred rupees in the case of a retail dealer 
or to one thousand rupees in the ease of a wholesale dealer,” be 
substituted. 

Sir, my amendment suggests that the punishment which this 
clause provides for may extend to 11s. 1,(XH) in the case of wholesale 
dealers, but only to Rs. 500 in the case of retail dealers. It is made 
applicable to all the five clauses of offences enumerated in the clause, 
so that any act in contravention of any of the provisions of the Act 
may be punished in the highest degree. If that be the wide scope of 
this clause, then I think there is additional reason that the pitch of 
the punishment should be reduced, and particularly in the case of 
retail dealers. I, therefore, suggest that in the case of retail dealers 
the punishment should not extend beyond Rs. 500. 

I beg also to move that in clause 10, line 27, for the word “fifty” 
the words ‘ twenty-five rupees ” in the case of a retail dealer and to 
“fifty rupees” in, the case of a wholesale dealer be substituted. 

Sir, for the daily fine I have proposed a reduction consistently 
with my proposal to reduce the general fine; I propose that in the 
case of retail dealers the daily fine may not extend beyond Rs. 25 and 
so far as wholesale dealers* are concerned, I agree to retain the pro- 
vision in thd*3ill itself. 
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Tfc* HonTM* KfH. 8 . 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I see no justifies- 

tion for these amendments. In the first place, the courts will punish 
or assess that punishment which is commensurate with the crime; and 
there is no reason why instead of Rs. 1,000, it should be Be. 250 or 
Rs. 500. The Select Committee has accepted Rs. 1,000 and even on 
principle 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The Select Committee 
has only recommended. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Now, Sir, so far as 
figures are concerned, I have always objected to cheese-paring of this 
type. As regards the amendment of Mr. Rai Chandhuri, this is a new 
principle, that is to say the punishment is not to fit the crime hut it 
is to fit the criminal, and that if there are criminals of two different 
categories the punishment should be different. A retail dealer is not 
at all a child or a woman that he should be treated differently from 
a wholesale dealer. If the crime is not sufficiently heinous, then the 
punishment will be less than awarded to a person who has committed ft 
more heinous offence. I do not see any reason why on principle I 
should accept the amendment of Mr. Rai Chaudhuri which will 
merely complicate matters, the more so as every court will have to 
decide whether the person is a wholesale dealer or a retail denier. 

The motion moved by Mr. P. Banerji that in clause 10, in line 25, 
for the words “one thousand,” the wonl* “five hundred” be substitut- 
ed, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 10, 
in line 25, for the words "one thousand rupees” the words “five 
hundred rupees in the case of a retail dealer or to one thousand rupees 
in the case of a wholesale dealer” be substituted, was then -put and 
lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 10, 
line 27, for the word “fifty” the words “twenty-five rupees in the case 
of a retail dealer and to fifty rupees in the case of a wholesale 
dealer*' be substituted, was then put and lost. 

Mr. R. M. 8A8800N : On a point of order, Bir. Mr. Sinclair 
wanted to move amendment 62-65. He was actually on his legs, wait- 
ing to addness you, but you moved from one page to another and it was 
difficult to follow what was going on. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment No. 58-61 was moved and accepted, 
and I put it before the House. I am going terieiim. Each one was 
moved or accepted and put before the House and declared and then I 
proceed to the next amendment. 
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Mr. R. M. SASSOON: But, Sir, Mr. Sinckuir was waiting to 
address you with regard to amendment No. 62-65. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Bad luck! (Laughter.) 

Claute 18. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 18(1) (6), for paragraphs (t) and (u) the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“to the* Sessions Judge of the district or any other person who, for 
the time being, exercises the function of a Sessions Judge of 
the district within the meaning of the Criminal Procedure 
Code (Act V of 1898).“ 

I beg also to move that in clause 18 (8), line 1, for the words “Board 
of Revenue,” the words ‘^High Court of Calcutta” be substituted. 

Sir, my idea is to change the forum of appeal. I do not know 
whether you have got auy experience of Magistrates’ Courts nowadays, 
particularly after the inauguration of the present Reforms. Whatever 
little vestige of judicial character the\ possessed in the pre-Reform 
days, they have lost that altogether now. Each and everv executive- 
rtm-judiriul officer has become an out-and-out executive orderh, and 
there is no appellate jurisdiction vested in the men remaining in them. 
I am a humble legal practitioner 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order, 
Sir. 1 did not like to interrupt Mr. Sanyal, but I have an amendment 
with regard to this clause, which aims at deleting sub-clauses 1 (a> and 
(b) leaving the question of appeal to the prescribed authority. The idea 
of my amendment will be that probably the same authority w'hich will 
deal with the Bengal Sales Tax Bill should also deal with it, and if the 
House is disposed to accept mv amendment, then Mr. Sanyal ’s amend- 
ment need not he moved. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: No, Sir. We see through 
the matter very well. We are not happy to leave the rule-making 
power to Government. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI : On a point of order, Sir. Is 
the honourable member in order in casting reflection on the magistracy 
or the judicial officers employed by the Government? (Mr. Jogesh 
Chandra Gupta: Bather belated!) I ask for a ruling on the point. 
The honourable member has made general remarks about the officers of 
Government employed in the administration of justice. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: If he does so in general terms, I shall be glad 
if Mr. Siddiqi will please help me to find out how it is unparliamentary. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: If you will permit me, Sir, 


Mr. SPEAKER: Not by argument but by reference to some ruling. 
I shall be glad if Mr. Siddiqi will give me rulings on a point like this. 
As a matter of fact, my difficulty is that I have to carry out the 
responsibility of this Assembly alone single-handed without any legal 
assistance whatsoever in the matter of finding out these things. I 
might say that I asked Government long ago that I should be given a 
legal assistant who will help me in finding out mateiials for this 
purpose. The matter is Mill under their consideration, i feel that 
there should he proper legal assistance to the Speaker for finding out 
constitutional practices on an issue like this, but I have no such *iaft 
for that. I do hope that Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi will help me in 
finding it out. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI : if my assistance is needed, I 
declare that remarks of the character made by the honourable member 
are unparliamentary. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Your tpse <h.n( won't do. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We have yonsiderable 
happiness to listen to the observations that fell from you, Sir. In the 
meantime, through you, Sir, may I advise my honourable friend 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi that executives will be better served and 
protected, not by raising points of order but by laying down a standard 
of good conduct through the agency oi this Government ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, will you please come to the point 
now? 


Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Ye*, Sir. Mj idea i* 
to have the forum of apppeal, not in the magistracy but in 
the judiciary which is independent of the Bengal Government as 
laid down in the Regulation, because I am not happier by the interrup- 
tion of Mr. Suhrawardy when he says that the prescribed authority will 
hear appeals and the prescribed authority will be determined by rules. 
We have already suffered too much under the tyranny of the rule-making 
power of Government, and I do not want to go further, and if anybody 
knows anything as to what the rule-making power will decide, we are 
dead sure that these apellate powers will not be given by Government 
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either to the judges or munsifs or subordinate judges, because they 
know to their discomfiture that at least these judicial functionaries still 
try to exercise and administer justice, not dictated by anybody, whereas 
the magistracy stands on an entirely different footing. A word of 
command from an Hon’ble Minister’s orderly will be a sort of dictation 
from the powers that be. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: Very 
unfair.) It is very, very true nonetheless. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhra- 
wardy is to-day sitting in the Treasury Benches. Probably he had no 
reason to go to the mufassal courts because he does not require to earn 
his livelihood by practising in the courts, but we all know, even 
Mr. Suhrawardy knows, in course of interpellations and in course of 
certain matters that came out on the floor of the House through our 
leader Mr. Sara! Chandra Bose. At that time Mr. Suhrawardy might 
have had a taste of the manner in which these executive function- 
aries are conducting themselves to-day. They are anything but judges. 
They are incapable of exercising judicial capacity. They are neither 
dispassionate, nor detached, nor impartial. They are simply carrying 
out the behests of Government, and everybody knows that the behests 
of Government are nothing but the whims and caprices of the Hon’ble 
Ministers. As a humble lawyer which you once were (Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Baku: Not humble.) in previous days, you probably cannot 
visualise what a state of things has crept into existence in the mufassal 
courts in the magistracy. 1 am not exaggerating things; 1 am telling 
you the plainest of plain truths that the executive functionaries have 
censed to he judges. They are so many canvassing agents on behalf 
of Government. So it will serve absolutely no useful purpose by 
giving appellate power to these officers. Let us have these things heard 
by judges. The Criminal Procedure Code has vested the Sessions Judge 
with the power of dealing with such work, anti Government does not 
stand to lose by at least relieving the executives of a pari of their work. 
They are already overburdened. From bitter experience I know that 
if I go to u magistrate’s court prepared with a big criminal appeal, he 
does not find time to take it up. He sits in court at 3 p.m. as soon «i 
it is 3-30 p.m. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, I do not want to interrupt you, but 
don't you realise that, so far as clause 18 is concerned, it is not an 
appeal against prosecutions. That is the point to which I want to draw 
your attention. As a lawyer at one time myself, I know that so far as 
prosecutions are concerned, they are in the nature of penal provisions 
and as such they must, be governed by the Criminal Procedure Code. 
This Act cannot abrogate the Criminal Procedure Code. The moment 
a man is convicted he is convicted under a penal provision of the Act. 


Ml* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. It is a sDeciai Act 
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Mr. WEAKER: This is meant only for those orders passed other 
than penal provisions which come under the usual Criminal Procedure 
Code. 

TN Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I have allowed 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal to ramble 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL. Is that parliamentary ? I 

must ask him to withdraw that expression. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: It is not unparlia- 
mentary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You should not use such language. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: That may he the standard 

of a Bengal Minister, but decency is the standard of a gentleman. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The honourable member 
should not talk rot. He has been saying things against magistrates. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Is the word “rot” parliamentary P 
It is unbecoming ot a gentleman to use such language. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That may he proper language for use in office 
rooms and other places, but not in a Legislature. You should not 
address a member in such language. I think there ought to be a 
certain standard observed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I would like the Opposi- 
tion to ohs efrite that standard. For a member to take up this section 
of the Motor Sales Bill, to distort it by alleging that this section applies 
to appeals against conviction, and then to utilise his privileged position 
for a tirade against magistrates, against, a body of officers, who can 
hardly protect themselves, who cannot protect themselves in this House, 
is in my opinion conduct of such a nature that I think the honourable 
gentleman — I use the word “honourable” — would be deserving of 
anything that might be said against him. 

Sir, yotk have interpreted this section correctly, if I may presume 
to say so. This order refers to the order passed by officers who are 
administering the Act and does not refer to any conviction. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: May I give a reply to the 
point raised by you, Sir? I refuse to give any reply to the Hon’ble 
Minister who questions his own honourable character and reflects on 
others. 
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So far as clause 18 is concerned, I very much appreciate your point, 
but this Act is much wider than you apprehend it is. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don’t you realise that this Act does not by any 
means intend to repeal the Criminal Procedure Code? 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: No repealing is necessary, 
because it is a special Act and it creates its own special Tribunal. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not an order; that is a conviction. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is an order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. By this time you ought to realise that in 
the Criminal Procedure Code there is nothing like an order. There is 
either acquittal or conviction. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL* May I remind you that when 
you have to file an appeal against conviction, you simply say that as 
you are aggrieved by the order of such and such date, the humble 
petitioner prefers an appeal on the following grounds? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not remember. In any case, here is an 
explanation from Government that they do not mean this section to be 
utilised in such a way as to abrogate the Criminal Procedure Code. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Will you be good 
enough to see sub-clause ( 4 )? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Even if if is a revenue 
order, I stand on the same footing. My arguments go home even in 
respect of that. 

Mr. SPEAKER. That is your lookout. 

The motions of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Ranyal that in clause 18 (/)(&), 
for paragraphs (i) and (i7) -the following Ik* substituted, namely: — 

4 ‘to the Sessions Judge of the district or any other pergon who for 
the time being, exercises the functions of a Sessions Judge 
of the district within the meaning of the Criminal Procedure 
Code (Act V of 1898)/’ 

and that in clause 18(J), line 1, for the words “Board of Revenue” 
'the words “High Court of Calcutta” be substituted, 

were then put and lost. 
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Clause 19 . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment No. 69-72 does not arise. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. I beg to move that in clause 
19(2)(<f), in line 2, the words “every month” be omitted. 

I hope the Hon ble Minister will realise that this is necessary in 
the interests of drafting, because if you look at clause 8(h), you will 
find that for the word “month” the word “quarter” has been substi- 
tuted by the amendment proposed by the Select Committee, It is one 
thing in clause 5(h) and another thing in clause 8(h), but the appli- 
cability of this section is in respect of both. 

Mr. J. F. SINCLAIR: I beg to move that in clause 19(2) (d), in 
line 3, for the expression “clause (h) of” the words “every quarter 
under” be substituted. 

That is a purely consequential amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The amendment 

No. 74-77 is consequential, and I accept it. Amendment No. 73 is not 
consequential. 

The amendment of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanval that in clause 
19(2)(J), in line 2, the words “every month” be omitted, was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Mr. J. F. Sinclair that in clause 19 (2)(d) % in line 3, 
for the expression “clause (h) of,” the words “every quarter under” be 
substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 


It being 7-50 p.m. 

The House was adjourned till 4 p.m. on Tuesday, the 4th February, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



n 


[4th Ftt., 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 4th February, 1941, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’hle Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble Ministers and 186 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Grant-ln-aid to girts 1 schools in Goalundo sudlvlsion. 

•10. Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state — 

(а) how many girls’ schools are at present existing in the sub- 

division of Goalundo; 

(б) how many of them are located in areas inhabited chiefly by 

Muslims ; 

(c) how many of them are in receipt of Government grants; 

( d ) the amount of Government grants received by each of them; 

(e) how many of the Government-aided schools are located in the 

areas referred to in ( b ); 

if) how many of the said schools were visited by the inspecting 
staff in the year 1939-40; and 

(g) the number of visited schools which are located in areas inhabit- 
ed chiefly by Muslims ? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Manilla Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) 33. 

( 6 ) 10 . 

<c) 6. 
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(d) (1) Rajbari Urban Girls’ School — Rs.33 per mensem. 

(2) Sonapur Urban Girta’ School — Rs.15 per mensem. 

(3) Nawpara Urban Girls’ School — Rs.10 per mensem. 

(4) Habashpur Urban Girls’ School — Ra.20 per mensem, 

(5) Khagjana Urban Girls’ School — Rs.10 per mensem. 

(e) None. 

(/) 5. 

( g ) None. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
it not a well-known decorum in parliamentary practice that when an 
Hon’ble Minister was not found in his post at the proper time and 
he comes later he should apologise to the Speaker P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: W ell, I am apologising 
to the Speaker. It does not cost me anything. (Laughter . ) (A voice 
from the Congress party benches: Don’t you want to 1 m* a heioP) No. 
I am already so much of a hero in the Bengali newspapers that I do 
not like to be more. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope the Hon’hle the Chief Minister will kindly 
refrain from such talks across the table. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is part of my answer 
and therefore I am saying this. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to answer (fj), 
will the Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to state the reason why none of 
the schools which were located in areas inhabited by Muslims have 
been visited by the inspecting staff P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This is one of the many 
disabilities which many Muslims suffer from. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR : What are you doing then? 

The H<tfi1»le Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Nothing, because you are 
interrupting. (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar, if you interrupt in this 
way, I shall have the painful necessity of seeing that you do not do it 
in future. There was absolutely no justification for you to interrupt. 
Interruptions invite replies and that brings the proceedings to a 
position in which it is impossible to carry on the debate. 
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Maiilvi ABU HOMAIN SARKAR: Sir, I was not interrupting . 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order order. No argument please. If you 
persist in such interruptions, I shall have the painful duty of naming 
you. 


Free-stuctontshipe to Scheduled Caste students in Dacca district. 

•17. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the year UMO — 

(i) the names of recognised high English schools both for boys and 
girls in the district of Dacca — 

(1) under the Calcutta University, and 

(2) under the Board of Intermediate and Secondary Educa- 
tion, Dacca; 

(it) the number of Scheduled Caste students (boys and girls) read- 
ing in those schools; 

(in) the number of them reading in the top four classes; 

(tv) the names of schools in which members of the Scheduled Castes 
are on the teaching staff and on the Managing Committee; 

(v) the number of free and half-free studentships granted in each 

school ; and 

(vi) the number of them that are enjoyed by — 

(1) Caste Hindu, 

(2) Muslim, and 

(3) Scheduled Caste students? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
ateps — 

(0 for granting free-stmlentships liberally to the Scheduled Caste 
students; and 

(it) for securing certain percentage of Scheduled Caste members — 

(1) on the teaching staff, and 

(2) on the Managing Committee^of each school? 

Thi Hoil’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A statement is laid on 
the Library table. 

(b) (%) Free-studentships np to an annual limit of 15 per cent, of 
the enrolment of Scheduled Caste pupils are allowed in Government and 
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aided high English schools. Moreover stipends out of the allotment 
of Rs.72,000 are being shared by the pupils of high stage during the 
current year. These concessions are on a sufficiently liberal scale. 

(w) (I) Due regard is paid to the appointment of teachers in Gov- 
ernment schools according to the communal ratio rules laid down by 
Government. 

(2) Government are prepared to consider the matter in Government 
schools; for other schools they do not propose to lay down any rules. 

BabU MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that those students of the schools 
have not been getting any stipend from any funds? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not think that it is 
correct. If the honourable member persists in putting that question I 
must have notice and I will enquire. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: With reference to pqswcr (h) (i), 
is it a fact that Its. 72,000 has not been provided in the - current year’s 
budget ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This has been carried 
from year to year. In the current year’s budget we have provided 
for additional expenditure. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister.be 
pleased to state whether any Scheduled Caste candidate ha*» been 
appointed in the teaching staff in the year 1940? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K FAZLUL HUQ: 1 must have notice. 

Religious instruction in guru training schools. 

*18. Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (a) Will the Hon Mile 
Minister in charge of the Education Department lie pleased to state 
whether under the new syllabus of 1940 religious instruction is a com- 
pulsory subject for Guru Training Examination? 

(6) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in many guru training 
schools where 76 per cent, of the yum students or majority of them are 
Muslims, tfo Muslim teacher has yet l>een posted ? 

(c) If the answer to (l») is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what arrangement the Government have 
made for imparting religious instructions to students in the guru 
training schools of the Province ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) There are five guru training schools which have no 
Muslim teacher on the staff, viz., — 

(1) Bankura Guru Training School, 

(2) Garbetta Guru Training School, 

(3) Nimtala Guru Training School, 

(4) Tamluk Guru Training School, and 

(5) Goghat Guru Training School. 

The first four have at present no Muslim student in training. In the 
fifth a competent Muslim teacher in training teaches the subject and 
the Inspector writes that he will soon post a Muslim teacher there. 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to part 
(a) of the answer, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether 
religious instruction only in one form of religion is made compulsory 
or religious tiitf ruction of all forms of religion is made compulsory? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The whole point is that we 
are ready to provide for religious instruction. In the case of Muslims 
it is easy to decide what that instruction will he. In the ca>e of non- 
Muslims, they are at liberty to receive an\ kind of religious instruction 
that they like. We cannot decide that. 

R«i HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to note that here the question arises in connection 
with tin* religious instruction of (tarns and not of students. Therefore 
the question is whether religious instruction for the Gurus is going to 
be provided for only in one form of religion or also in other forms of 
religion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The whole point is that 
the Muslims have got a definite demand and that can he met, but there 
is no demand from any other community. If there is a definite demand 
from other communities also, we will meet that. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister then see that iu future primary schools will be only staffed by 
8U<?h teacher or teachers who can provide religious instruction in other 
forms of religion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is not for us but for 

the School Board to decide. • 
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P*v«J for SoqoihI Maul vis in the Subordinate Educational Servioe. 

MS. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Ilon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department l>e pleased to lay on the table n 
itatement, showing from April, 1938, to June, 1940, — 

(i) the names of Second Mnulvis in the Subordinate Educational 
Service appointed in Government high English schools; 

(it) their qualifications; and 

(ttt) native districts? 

(b) Is it a fact that no panel is prepared for selection of candidates 
for such appointments? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the llon'ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(d) Will the llon’ble Miuistci Ik* pleased to state whether it is a 

fact — * 

* - 

( i ) that one Matriculate Final Madrasah ] Missed Maulvi was 
appointed in ltajshahi Collegiate School in 1939 in preference 
to some B.A. and M.A. Final Madrasah (Missed candidates; 
and 

(n) that a non-Matriculate Second Maulvi has been jipjMiinted in 
an officiating vueancy in the Jamaljmr Government High 
English School (Mymensiugh) in (uefeience to Matricu- 
late candidates belonging to the same district? 

(e) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the cases 
of qualified Matriculate Mnulvis serving in aided schools are considered 
for appointment in Government service? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: <«) A statement furnishing 
the information is laid on the table. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The appointments in the post of Second Maulvis are made by 
the local controlling officers. The number of vacancies under the 
control of each of these officers is limited. It is not jiossible for each 
local officer to prepare a panel. The preparation of one panel by the 
Director of Public Instruction would interfere with the power' of appoint- 
ment vested in the local controlling officers. 

(d) (t) A Matriculate F.M. passed Maulvi was appointed but not 
in preference to any B.A. or M.A. with F.M. qualification. 
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(it) The person appointed as Second Maulvi, Jamalpur Government 
High School, passed the Alim, Fazil Momtazul Mohaddesin and High 
Madrasah Examinations of the Dacca Board which is equivalent to the 
Matriculation Examination. He was the best available candidate and 
superior to any candidate belonging to the district of Mymensingh. 

(e) The claims of Maulvis serving in aided schools for appointments 
under Government are always considered provided they apply and fulfil 
the requirements of the posts for which they are candidates. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 19, 
showing the names of Second Maulvis apjmnted in permanent and quasi - 
permanent vacancies in Government high schools during the period from 
April , 1938, to June, 1940, and their qualifications and native districts. 


Name and designation. 

Date of 
appoint- 
ment. 

Qual location. 

Home district. 

1. Maulvi Md.-^Um Bakr, 
Second Mntqv), Bogra 
Zilla School. 

20-8-11138 

B.A. (Arabic, Class I) 

Nadia. 

' 

2, Maulvi Abdul Rahman 
Bekhtid, Second Maulvi 
(Urdu Toucher), Dar- 
jeeling Government 

High School. 

5-8-1038 

Alim, Kazil and Matnc. 

Azamgarh, 

United Pro- 
vinces. 

3, Maulvi A. K. M. Ahdul 
Majid, Second Maulvi, 
Nawah Bahadurs Ins- 
tit ut ton. Murshidabud. 

20-11-1030 

lalamic I.A., passed 
B.A., completed 

F.M. couree and 
studied M.A. course 
(Arabic). 

Bakargun j . 

4. Maulvi Kazi Abdul Majid, 
Second Maulvi, Kaj- 
shahi Collegiate School. 

«- 1-1040 

Fa/.il and Matriculate 

Ditto. 

5. Maulvi Abu] Fai* (Judri, 
Second Maulvi, Bir- 
bbuxn Zilla School. 

1-8-1038 

Studied up to Cam- 
bridge School Certi- 
ficate Standard. 

Calcutta. 

0. Maulvi A. T. M. Abdul 
Hoque, Second Maulvi, 
Jamal pur Government 
High School. 

24-1-1040 

Alim, Facil Momtazul 
Mohaddesin and 

High Madrasah 

Examinations. 

Noakhali. 


Inspection of free primary schools for boys and girls in Mymsnsingh. 

•20. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleaged to state — 

(i) the present number of (1) free and (2) aided primary schools 
in the district of Mymensingh ; 

(it) the number of (1) boys and (2) girls reading therein; 
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(m) the number of Sub-Inspectors of Schools appointed for inspec- 
tion of those schools ; and 

(tv) whether the Inspecting stall visit each of the schools oftce in 
a year? ' T 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ir) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state t he reason therefor ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government contemplate the increase in the number of Sub- Inspectors 
of Schools? 

Tl* Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs (a) (i) (1) 2,592 and (2> 
1,607. 

(it) In free Board schools— (1) 178,498 and (2) 13,077. 

In aided schools — (1; 4,229 and (2) 52,456. 

(Hi) 21. 

( iv ) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) There is under consideration a scheme for the leorgunisation of 
the Inspectorate including the apixnntment oi a larger number o 4 
Primary Inspectors in place of the existing Sub-Inspectors of Schools 


Purchase of jute by Government. 

•21. Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture und Industries Department 
pleased to state — 

(t) what has happened to the fifty thousand bales of jute that the 
Government purchased a few months back; 

(ti) what was the cost of purchase of those fifty thousand bales ; 
(Hi) how much out of this purchase money has already been 
recovered; 

(iv) how much more is likely to come; and 
( v ) whether there is any likelihood of there being any loss? 

(b) If thte answer to (a) (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) what is the probable amount of such loss; and 

(u) how the Government propose to meet this loss? 
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Tht Mffi*tMo Mr. H. ft. ftUHRAWARDY (oa behalf ef the HobWo 
H r. Tamizuddifl Khan): (a) (i) They are being held in store. 

(ttjT Rs. 28, 97, 872-1 5-3. 

(ut)Nil. 

(iv) and ( v ) There is no intention to dispose of this stock at present 
and no question of profit or loss now arises. The day-today value of 
this stock varies according to the market quotations. What may be 
the ultimate profit or loss on this transaction cannot be stated now 
and will not be known until Government decide to sell this jute. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Hr. ftYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the amount spent up to date for storage and 
insurance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. I must have notice of 
that. It is not any considerable amount. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what will be the present market value of jute? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It is very difficult to say. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state why the Government is not selling the jute already 
atored ? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. Because the Government 
does not want to overload the market and depress the price of jute still 
further. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the cost price of jute and what is the present 
market price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. ft. ftUHRAWARDY. I have already told you 
that it is very difficult to say. The cost price of jute is given here 
(showed the answer paper). 

Dr. ftUREftH CHANDRA BANERJEE: What is the price per bale? 
(At this stage many members began to speak simultaneously.) 

Mr. BREAKER t You are not prepared to hear the Hon’ble Minister 
to the full. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: He is also not prepared to hear 
us. * 

X 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : On a point of order, Sir. Will the 
waving of the sheet by the Hon’ble Minister go down in the proceedings 
hereP That is absurd. 

(There were again disturbances from all sides.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER. If you want to settle it between yourselves I may 
leave the Chair for the time being. If you want me to settle it, you 
should not all make simultaneously that amount of noise which prevents 
me from knowing what is going on. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH B18WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state w r hnt was the cost price of this quality of jute per maund 
and what is the present market price of the same quality P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : With reference to the 
first, the jute was bought in driblets of, I think, one thousand or two 
thousand bales at varying prices. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: What is the average priceP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That I do not know. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the jute was purchased at about 
Rs. 59 per bale and that the present price of a bale of this quality of 
jute is not more than Rs. 40 P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : With regard to the first 
item, I don’t think that my friend is correct. Jute has been purchased 
at between Rs. 55 to Rs. 59 at varying prices, and with regard to the 
present price of jute, I think it is very difficult to say what the present 
price is, but it is certainly above Rs. 42. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any possibility of the present price of 
this qualify of jute rising to the level of the cost price? 

The Hfti’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If my friend wants my 
opinion 


Mr. tllRENDRA NATH BISWAS: No; I want to know what it the 

market position and what is the Hon’ble Minister’s information. 
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The Hoil’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: My friend wants to know 

my opinion about the market^ositiom If he wants it, I will give him 
my opinion. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has got any intention of stocking jute any 
further P 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: There is no intention at 
the present moment, but if the exigencies of the situation demand! it, 
I think Government should try to stock further. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8W&8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in view of the fact that there will be jute much 
in excess of this year’s consumption, it means that will amount to 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are developing an argument. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: No, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are. You had better frame your question 
properly. In the meanwhile I shall ask other honourable members to 
put their questions. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this disinclination on the part of the Govern- 
ment is due to the fact that there will be further loss or due to the fact 
that they are not in a position to finance it? 


Tha Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; To what disinclination 
does the honourable member refer P 


Mr. SPEAKER: What is your question, Mr. GhoseP 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In reply to my previous question, 
the Hon’ble Minister stated that the Government have no further inten- 
tion of stocking jute. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No; he has not said that. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: In view of the arrange- 
ment arrived at as a result of the Conference held in New Delhi on the 
4th and 5th of December last, will the Hon’ble Minister beT pleated to 
atate the necessity of storing jute any further? / 
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Tlw Hon 9 We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have already answered 
this question. If this jute which we have stored is released to-day, the 
price of jute in the general market is bound to fall and the agriculturists 
will get a lesser price for their jute than they are getting now. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the Government intend to release this stored jute? 

The Hovt’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Government has not made 

up its mind, but if I can forecast what may be the possible opinion of 
Government, Government will certainly release this jute at a time when 
the release will not be detrimental to the interests of agriculturists and 
when the price will in all probability be equal to the price which we 
have already paid and which will perhaps give the Government some 
profit. 


Fall in the price of jute. 

*22. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 

in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware that 
the price of jute has gone down to Rs. 2 to Rs. 2-8 per maund? 

(/;) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'hle 
Minister be pleased to state what steps an* the Government contemplat- 
ing to take for checking this unusual fall in prices? 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY (on behalf of the Hon’hle 
Mr. Tamizilddin Khan): (a) The average price of jute has never been 
as low as Rs. 2 to Rs. 2-8 per maund and is now very much higher. 

(b) The arrangement arrived at as a result of the Conference in 
New Delhi on 4th /5th December, 1940, full particulars of which have 
been published in the Press and widely circulated in the jute-growing 
areas, has completely checked the fall in prices that was apprehended 
at the time when this question was framed. Since then inufassal prices 
have risen considerably and for the time being they are steady. 
Government however are keeping a close watch on the situation 


•23. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware 
that in the course of gradual fall the price of the “middle” quality of 
jute has now fallen down to about Rs.4 and that of the “bottom” 
quality to about Rs.2-4 per maund ? 

(b) If so, why the Government did not take steps to keep up the 
price of thea* qualities of jute at a fair and economic level? 
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(c) Have the Government enquired whether the agreement made 
between Government and the Indian Jute Mills’ Association, which 
body gave thereby an undertaking to purchase the “middle” quality of 
jute at a price not lower than Rs.8 and the “bottom” quality at a price 
not lower than Rs.7 per maund up till the month of December, 1940, 
has been respected by the mills of that Association? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Indian Jute Mills and the Shippers have 
practically stopped buying juteP 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) No. Up to the 25th November, 1940, 
the price of “middles” had nowhere fallen to Rs. 4. Throughout the 
season so far the price of “middle” quality jute, both White jute and 
Tossa, was well maintained. Prices had varied in the tmifassal between 
Ra. f>-8 and Rs. 8-8 per inaund according to variety and locality. The 
prices of “bottom” quality jute had fallen in many places but it would 
not be correct to say that the average price of this grade had fallen to 
Us. 2-4 though this price may have been quoted in some instances for 
jute of extremely poor quality. 

(b) Government took all steps within their power to maintain an 
economic level of prices. 

(c) Government are well aware of the action taken by the mills to 
implement the agreement then in existence between the Association 
and Government. A numl>cr of mills made every effort to act accord- 
ing to that agreement but others either resorted to various methods of 
evasion or did very little to make that arrangement effective. 

(d) Towards the end of November there was very' little purchase 
of jute by mills or by balers. Government are not aware that jute is 
normally purchased by shippers except from pvcca balers. 

Since this question was framed the situation regarding purchase of 
jute by mills has completely changed as a result of the buying pro- 
gramme adopted at the Conference held in Delhi in December last. 


Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Qon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the Government came to any arrangement in the .Conference 
with regard to the purchase of jute of the lower bottom quality? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, Government have set 
their face against creating any jute of lower bottom quality ; they think 
that the creation of any such quality would depress prices generally, 
and jute of bottom quality will be sold as lower bottom quality. 



1941*] • 


QUESTIONS. 


86 


Rif, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government estimate of 
this year’s crop will be 120 lakhs of bales, but that the total quantity 
which the mills under the new agreement with Government have agreed 
to purchase is 37} lakhs of bales P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; No, Sir; that is not so 
We think that 120 lakhs of bales is the probable outturn of this year’s 
crop; 37} lakhs of bales is to be purchased by the mills and by Govern- 
ment from January 15th to April 15th. They may purchase, and 
probably will purchase, for the remaining two and a half months of the 
season. Further, this 37} lakhs of bales is not the total quantity that 
they will purchase. Tt represents only the purchase of jute of quality 
of bottom and above. Anything purchased by them below bottom 
quality will not be accounted in the 37} lakhs of bales. I am told that 
some such purchases are taking place which will help in taking away 
some jute from the market. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : With reference to answer 
(c) of question No. 23, will the Tlon’hlc Minister be pleased to state if 
Government contemplate to take action against those members of the 
Association who have so far either resorted to various methods of. 
evasion or did very little to make that arrangement effective ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. In the first 
place, this agreement was between Government and the Association and 
not with the member mills. And the Association was of opinion that 
the member! mills would fully implement the assurances which the 
Association had given to Government. So far as this particular agree- 
ment is concerned, it has been cancelled by a fresh agreement which has 
been arrived at on the 4th December. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how much jute have the mills purchased up to date? 


Tho Hon’Mo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I must have notice of this 
' question. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how much quantity of the bottom quality of jute, that 
is, jute outside the amount of 37} lakhs of bales, as just now stated, has 
been purchased by the milliP 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: Sir, I would normally 
lare itated that I would like to liave notice of this question, because 
obviously I cannot know how much has been purchased by the mills, 
but I think even if I had notice of this question it would be almost 
impossible for me to find out how much of the purchase made by the 
mills is bottom quality, how much of the middle and how much of the 
other qualities. 

Mr. I8WAR DA8 JALAN: Is the Government aware of the fact that 
after the arrangement at Delhi on the 4th and 5th December last nine 
mills in Calcutta and the suburbs have been burned down? That is, 
ire broke out in no less than nine mills in Calcutta and the suburbs. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am not aware of these 
fOfry distressing facts. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8" In view of the answer which the 
Hon’ble Minister has just now given to my question that Government 
was not in a position to state how much quantity the mills have already 
purchased, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state how does 
Government ascertain that the agreement with Government is being 
domplied with or notP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The question asked by the 
honourable member was of a very general nature, and in that question 
he wanted me to supply information as to how much jute has been 
purchased from the beginning of the season. Obviously, Government 
have not taken stock of how much has been purchased, but I am in a 
position to state how much the mills have purchased from the time the 
agreement has been arrived at up till the 15th January up to which we 
have received the returns. And some of these returns have also been 
checked. I think the mills have purchased fifteen lakhs less one and a 
half lakhs of bales, that is to say, 75 minus 7=68 lakhs of maunds of 
Jute. 

Mr. 8U REN DR A NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in view of the fact that not even 50 per cent, 
of the jute of this year’s crop has not yet been purchased by the mills, 
what steps Government have taken to ensure better prices for the sale 
of the balance of jute of this year’s crop? 

Hit Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not prepared to 

ifeeept the proposition that not more than 50 oer cent, has been 
purchased. 
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Mr# ISWAR DAS JALAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state from whom the mills purchase jute? Is it from the middlemen 

or from the cultivators direct ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: So far as I am aware. 

mills purchase jute through brokers. 

Mr. ISWAR DAS JALAN: Did the mills purchase jute from the 
middlemen, that is. persons who have already hoarded large quantities 
of jute, or did they purchase from the cultivators P 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I repeat my answer, Sir, 

that the mills purchase through brokers. 


Sugarcane cultivation in 8irajganJ subdivision. 

*24. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: (a) Is the llou’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware that 
the people of the Sirajganj subdvision specially of police-station Siraj- 
ganj and Kazipur have cultivated sugarcane in abundance? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the actual quantity of land under sugarcane 
cultivation ? 

(c) Does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate the establishment of a 
Sugar Mill at Sirajganj ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY (on bohalf of tho Hon’blo 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) Yes. 

(6) About 1,300 acres roughly. 

( c ) No. 


Rise in tha prioe of poddy and rioo. 

•25. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Is (he Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware of 
the fact that the price of paddy and rice has risen up in Bengal without 
having parity with the prices of other necessaries of life? 

(b) If ao, what steps has the Provincial Board of Control taken to 
bring it down to keep parity with the prices of other necessaries of lifeP 

(c) What steps have the Government taken or propose to take to 
lower the price of paddy and rice? 
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(d) If tlie rife in the price of paddy and rice due to lieavy export or 
to ihortage of those articles P 

(e) What steps are the Government considering to take to enable 
the poor buyers of paddy and rice in the Province to get the same at a 
cheaper rate? 

MINISTER In charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a) No. The 

price of other necessaries of life such as wheat, ata f kerosine, salt and 
coarse cloth has also risen. There is little disparity between the price 
of rice and paddy and that of other necessaries of life. 

(6^ Does not arise. 

(c) No steps have been taken or are proposed to be taken by Govern- 
ment in the matter at present. 

(d) The rise is mainly due to the shortage of stock. In fact, export 
suffered due to lack of shipping space. 

(e) Vide (c) above. 

Diflloulty of water transport in Jessore district. 

•28. Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
be pleased to state what steps the Government have taken for the 
resuscitation of the rivers Nabaganga, the Bhairab and the KapotakshiP 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that in the district of Jessore steamers cannot ply in the area 
between Naldi and Lohagara and between Chaulia and 
Magura throughout the year; 

(it) that in various places of the Nabaganga particularly in the 
abovementioned area, people can cross the river on foot; and 

(Hi) that many jute concerns with business centre in that area have 
left the places? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for the 
silting up of the river Nabaganga in the area between Naldi and 
LohagaraP 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of opening 
a few points between Naldi and Lohagara and between Chaulia and 
Magura to make the river navigable till the Government are in a 
position to take up a comprehensive scheme to act upon? 
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MINI8TER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Coseim- 
bazar): (a) The Nabaganga river has already been improved to some 
extent by the Ghuxnavi Cut. The Bhairab Project under execution 
is intended to improve the lower portion of the Bhairab river. 

The possibility of further improving these two rivers along with 
the Kapotakshi will be examined after the contour plans are ready. 

(b) (i) Yes. 

(it) At gome places the river becomes fordable during the dry 
season. 

(m) I have no information. 

( c ) Another branch of the Nabaganga from Naldi towards Narail 
has improved at the cost of the older course (Naldi-Lohagara Talla). 

(i d ) Investigation made so far shows that the proposal is not 
feasible. 


Application of Defence of India Rules on the “Dasher Vanee” of 

Noakhali. 


•27. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Ihe Home Department l>een drawn 
to Home (Political) Department Notification No. 843P. — I)., dated the 
14th October, 1 940, served upon the newspaper I) ether Vnnee of Noa- 
khali directing that all matter intended for publication in the news- 
paper be submitted for scrutiny to the District Press Adviser, Noakhali, 
for a period of three months from the date of service of this order? 

( b ) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
under the order all advertisements and Government orders had also to 
be submitted for scrutiny before the Press Officer? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of restricting the application of the orders 
to the editorial columns only? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (Dio HoiPble 
Khwaja Sin Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(6) The honourable member is referred to the terms of the order, a 
copy of which is placed on the Library table. 

(c) No. 
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Intarnmant of Moesrt. Nopal Chandra Bhattaoharjoo, Sushi! Bantrjaa 
and Anil Kumar 8inha of dessoro. 

•28. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Will the Hobble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state for what 
offences Messrs. Nepal Chandra Bhattacharjee, Sushil Banarjee and 
Anil Knmar Sinha of the district of Jessore, have been externed from 
the district and interned in some fixed area? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) how they are earning their livelihood at present; and 
(ii) whether they have applied to the Government for making any 
g provision for them? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the educational qualification, 

(ii) occupation, and 
(Hi) status, 

of the gentlemen before the orders were served on them? 

(d) Have the Government sanctioned any allowances for the main- 
tenance of the said gentlemen ami their families? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the amount that has been sanctioned for 
each of them? 

(J) If no allowance has been granted to them as yet is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of granting an allowance to each 
of them? 

Th# Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : (a) The orders were not for 
offences committed. The honourable member is referred to the provi- 


sions of rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules. 

Babu N. C. Bhatta- Babu Siwhil Banerjee. 

charjee. 

Babu Anil Kumar 
Sinha. 

(6) <•*) 

From bin property 
and with an allow- 
ance from Gov- 
ernment. 

He is now detained 
in jail. 

He is dependent on 
his father. 

<«) 

.. Yea. 

No. 

No, but an applica- 
tion is understood 
to have been made 
to the District 
Magistrate. 

(®) (*) 

(«) 

Matriculate. 

Graduate. 

Matriculate. 

Yard clerk under 
the Port Commis- 
sioners, Calcutta. 

Nil. 

Nil, 

m 

. . Middle class. 

Middle olaas. 

Middle claea. 

w 

.. Yee. 

No. 

No. 

(•) 

. . Re. 10. 

Does not vise. 

% Doea not arise. 
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if) The honourable member is referred to my .statements on this 
matter in this House. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any application for allowance has been granted 
up till now in pursuance of the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister 
on the floor of this House that in some cases suitable allowances would 
be granted ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You can ask only about these three persons. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the HoiTble Minister be 
pleased to state whether proper enquiries with regard to the cases of 
these persons owing to the order passed upon them have been made 
to find out whether suitable provisions in the shape of granting allow- 
ances to such persons and their families would be necessary? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 will refer the honour- 
able member to my answer ( e ). 

Application of Rabindra Mohan Sen Gupta for granting interview! with 

his nephews. 

•29. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state — 

(i) whether Mr. Rabindra Mohan Sen Gupta arrested on the 17th 
July, 1940, and detained in jail under rule 129 of the 
Defence of India Rules was released on the 29th August, 
1940; and 

(ii) whether he had applied to the authorities concerned for grant- 
ing him interviews with his nephews Balms Kshitish Das 
Gupta, Sailesh Das Gupta, Tuhinangsu Das Gupta and 
Bhabesh Das Gupta? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the interviews were granted? 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
Mr. Rabindra Mohan Sen Gupta had any interviews during the period 
he was detained jin jail between 17th July, 1940, and 29th August, 1940P 



QUESTIONS. 


[4th Feb. 


Tfa Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) and (b) Interview was asked for with Babus Sailesb Chandra 
Das Gupta and Bhabesh Chandra Das Gupta only. Interview with the 
first named was permitted but it could not be arranged as the prisoner 
was released on the day on which orders permitting interview were 
communicated. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) No. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (d), will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
Mr. Itabindra Mohan Sen Gupta, during the period from 17th July, 
1940; to 29th August, 1940, has asked for interviews which were 
refused ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. R&bindra Mohan 
Sen Gupta cannot apply for interview for himself. If the honourable 
member will kindly read the answers {it) and (b), he will see that two 
gentlemen did apply of which one was allowed, but unfortunately — 
rather in a way, perhaps fortunate — Mr. Sen Gupta was released before 
the interview could actually take place. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether during the period between 17th 
July, 1940, and 29th August, 1940, anybody did apply to have an 
interview with Mr. Rabindra Mohan Sen Gupta P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable 

member will only read the reply he will find that the answer is there 
already. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I am afraid, the 

Hon’ble Minister has not quite followed me. Here in answer ( d ) the 
Hon’ble Minister has admitted that Mr. Sen Gupta had no interwiews 
with any one during the period between 17th July, 1940, and 29th 
August, 1940. I am asking whether any one had actually applied for 
interviews with Mr. Sen Gupta during that period? 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable 

member will only read the reply, he will find that in the answer it is 
admitted that two persons did apply and in the case of one the inter- 
view was sanctioned, but on the very date the permission was com- 
municated, Mr. Sen Gupta was released and therefore he had no inter- 
view during that period. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hobble Minister be 
pleased to state why interview' was not granted to Mr. Bhabesh Chandra 
Das Gupta P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Persons arrested throughout Bengal under Defence of India Rules. 

•30. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: («) Will the Dou ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the 
names and number of persons arrested throughout Bengal ou the 13th, 
14th and 15th September, 1940, under the Defence of India Rules? 
(h) Is it a fact — 

( i ) that majority of the arrested persons are ex-detenus and ex- 
State prisoners; and 

(«) that they were along with other detenus released in 1938 P 
( c ) Will the Ilon’hle Minister he pleased to Mute — 

(t) whether any terroristic outrages (assassination of Government 
officers and spies aud informers) have taken place in Bengal 
since the release of the said prisoners along with all the other 
detenus and State prisoners in 1938; 

(«) if so, how many ; 

(in) the names of the — 

(1) Government officers, 

(2) spies, and 

(3) informers, 

assassinated since the release of detenus and State prisoners 
in 1938; and 

(tv) the names of the places where the outrages took placed 

Thu Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) 66. 1 am not prepared 
to supply the honourable member with the names of those arrested in 
public interest. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) (i) No. 

(u) to (iv) Do not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SENS How long will the Hon’ble Minister 
be allowed to gire such arrogant replies? 
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Thl Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already amended 
my answer by adding “in public interest.” 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether there w r as any likelihood of a breach of the 
paace by these persons before they were arrested? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not see why the 

honourable member assumes that they were arrested because there was 
a likelihood of a breach of the peace. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what were the reasons for which these persons were 
arrested P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Because they came under 
the purview of the Defence of India Rules. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the grounds on which the Hon’ble Minister 
decided that their cases fell under the provisions of the Defence of 
India Rules? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir 'NAZIMUDDIN: Their activities were of 
such a character that they came under the purview of the Defence of 
India Rules. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the answer to 
(c) ( i ) that ever since they were released there were no terroristic 
outrages, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the 
activities for which they were arrested cn masse on the three days? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The mere fact that they 
did not commit terroristic outrages 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. I have asked, what were 
the activities for which they were arrested? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: They were organising 
in a manner 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Sir, the Hobble Minister 
is simply trying to evade the question by not giving % direct reply. 
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Hi* SPEAKER: I would ask you, Messrs. Sanyal and llai Chau- 
dhuri, to give the Hon’ble Minister a patient hearing before making 
an observation of that character. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN. Sir, they were organising 

in a manner for which we were apprehensive thaj there was a likelihood 
of things happening which will come under the purview of the Defence 
of India Act. It is not possible to disclose here all that they were 
doing; otherwise, I would have been in a stronger position to state 
them. Nor is it possible to answer a question of this character in the 
shape of questions and answers. It is primarily a question of policy, 
and if this point is raised at the time of Budget Discussion I shall deal 
with it fully. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I rise, Sir, on a point 
of order with reference to this point. You do not ullow questions of 
opinion being put to the Hon’ble Minister, and I submit, Sir, nor 
would it be proper for Ministers to give opinions where facts are asked 
for in the course of questions. In these questions we are not asking 
the Hon’ble Minister’s opinion with regard to certain things. We are 
pimply asking for information as to what were the activities, and I 
therefore draw your attention to it and would request you to guide the 
discussion in the proper way, so that the Hon’ble Minister may refrain 
from giving opinions and may supply facts for which questions are 
asked 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order; it is no point of order. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to answer 
(a) as amended, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to enlighten us 
how the public interest will suffer if the names of the persons arrested 
are given to the members of the House? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDOIN: Apart from the other 
questions, newspapers get a chance of hero-worshipping these gentle- 
men. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the answer that 
was given by the Hon’ble the Home Minister that they were organising 
in a manner which was going to amount to a breach of the provisions 
of the Defence of India Rules, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to enlighten the Hoqse as to what was the exact provision of the Defence 
of India Rules which was about to be contravened by their activities or 
organisation f 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NA2IMUDDIN: The honourable member, 
if he has read the Defence of India Rules, will find that the provisions 
are fairly wide to include any activity which is likely to cause a 
breach . 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is exactly the reason 
why we want a pointed answer as to which particular provision of the 
Defence of India Rules was going to be contravened by their activities 
or organisation P 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice then. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how hero-worshipping is offensive to himP 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It encourages terrorism. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that these names appear in the newspapers as and 
when the persons concerned are arrested? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is possible, but 
repetition is not always a surt indication. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Theft of children by domestic servants. 

11. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) how many cases of theft of children by (Joinestic servants have 
been reported in the year 1938-39 in the City of Calcutta; 
and 

(n) how many of those children have been recovered? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability |>f issuing 
licence to persons offering themselves as domestic servants ? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Miniate? 
be jdeased to state what steps he intends to take in the matter? 
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Tt» Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINl (a) No cases of thefts of 
children by domestic servants were reported in 1938-39 in Calcutta. 

(b) No. 

(c) None. 

Assessment of primary education oess in Bogra district. 

12. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that the primary education 
cess imposed in the district of Bogra is Wing assessed on the basis of 
the last valuation and not on the basis of the present revaluation? 

( b ) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps 
Government propose to take to make assessment on the bnsiB of the 
present valuation? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (a) Yes. 

(b) So long as the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act, 1930, 
is not amended, education cess cannot be levied on the basis of valua- 
tion under Chapter VIIA of the Cess Act. The amendment of the 
former Act is under the consideration of Government. 

Halda River. 

13. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of Government to straighten the 
course of the Halda river by suita' le cuts? 

{b) If so, when is it likely to be given effect to? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Ooaslmbazar: 

I would draw the attention of the honourable member to paragraph 1 
of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department letter 
No. 34(2) T. — I., dated the 13th May, 1940, in which the information 
which his present question seeks to elicit was supplied to him in detail. 


Hindu |abha Conference at Krishnagar and Government officers. 

14. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact th^t directions were issued to the Hindu officers and college and 
school teachers in Government service advising them not to attend the 
Hindu Sabha Conference held at Krishnagar on the 16th and 17th 
November last?# 



98 QUESTIONS. [4th Fieb., 

t* 

(b) If §o, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(») who issued such directions, if any, and what was the object of 
such a direction; 

(ii) whether similar direction has ever been given to Muslim officers 
in connection with the holding of any conference or meeting 
of the Muslim League; and 

(Hi) if so, under what circumstances and where? 

(c) Is it a fact that Muslim officers are in many cases allowed to 
further the cause of Muslim league in the Province while Hindu officers 
are not allowed to encourage the activities of the Hindu Mahasahha? 

Tha Hon’ble Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No order to this effect 
was issued from the Home Department. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) No. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The answer to (a) is, “No 

order to this effect was issued from the Home Department.” The 
question was, “Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that directions were 
issued by Government?” 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Home Minister is expected to answer only 
for the Horae Department and not for other departments. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any such order was issued by any department 
of the Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I am aware, no 
department of Government gave the order. 

Charge against persons arrested under Defence of India Rules. 

IS. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
any one of the persons arrested on the 13th, 14th and 15th September, 
1940, and detained in jail since then under the Defence of India Rules, 
had been arrested, tried and convicted for — 

(a) (i) terrorist outrages since their release in 1938, and 

(ii) if so, what are their names and where they were triad and con- 
victed; 
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(6) (t) breaking any orders under the Defence of India Rules, 
and 

(tt) if so, what are their names ; 

(c) (i) any kind of subversive activities since 1988, aud* 

(it) if so, what are their names and the sections under which they 
were tried ; and 

(d) (i) discovery of any kind of firearms or bombs or other kinds 

of explosives in their possession or from the houses scinched 
in connection with the arrests of the above persons, uml 
(i i) if so, how many and where they were found!*' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) <m, {h\ (/), ( r ) (i) and 

(d) ( i ) No. 

(a) (ii), (b) (n), (r) (//) and (r/> {n) Do not arise. 


Revenue from Darjeeling district. 

16. Mr. DAMBER SINGH CURUNC: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge ol the lte\emie Department be pleased to state tin* total 
revenue realised per annum under the head Land Revenue in the dis- 
trict of Darjeeling!*' 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The averuge 
amount realised as land revenue during the last thiee years was 
Hr. 4,15,202. 

Application for permission to attend Assembly Session by Mr. Pratul 
Chandra Canguli, M.L.A. 

17. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Horae Department be pleased to fltate whether 
Mr. Pratul Chandra Ganguli, member of the Legislative Assembly, 
now detained in jail without trial under the Defence of India Rules, 
applied to the Hon’ble Home Minister on the 11th November, 1940, 
requesting him to allow him to attend the Assembly session commencing 

. on the 28th Kovember, 1940, and to take part in the proceedings? 

(6) If so, whether the decision of the Government in the matter has 
been communicated to himP 

The Hon'ble Klmrajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) An application to this 
affect, dated the 4th November, 1940, was received. 

(b) Yes. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMOARs Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what was the decision of Government with 
regard to Mr. Pratnl Ganguli’s application? 

The Hoti’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not quite exactly 
remember what we informed him ; but I believe we regretted that we 
could not give him permission. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to ascertain the exact reply that he has sent in 
response to Mr. Ganguli’s application and place it on the Library 
table? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I can only say that 
I ask for notice, and if the honourable member puts another question, I 
will supply the information. 


Joint petition by persons detained under Defence of India Roles in the 
Presidency Jail. 

18. Mr. PRATUL OHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
18 persons, namely, — 

(1) Mr. Pratul Chandra Ganguli, 

(2) Mr. Rabindra Mohan Ren Gupta, 

(3) Mr. Ashutosh Kali, 

(4) Mr. Dharani Goswami, 

(5) Mr. Abdul Halim, 

(6) Mr. Amulya Adhikari, 

(7) Mr. Narendra Nath Das, 

(8) Mr. Mukunda Bhanja, 

(9) Mr. Ram Prasad Mukherji, 

(10) Mr. Charu Badan Chakravarty, 

(11) Mr, Anil Ganguli, 

(12) Mr. Rakhal Chandra Ghosh, 

(13) Mr. Saroj K. Chakravarty, 
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(14) Mr. Prabhat Chandra Chakravarty, 

(15) Mr. Radha Gobinda Bhanja, 

(16) Mr. Sripati Ranjan Nandi, 

(17) Mr. Upendra Nath Chowdhuri, and 

(18) Mr. Khitish Chandra Bhowmik, 

detained under Defence of India Rules in the Presidency Jail, submitted 
a joint petition on the 8th November, to the Hon’ble Home Minister 
informing him of their intention to resort to hunger-strike from the 
25th November. 1940 P 

(b) If so, will the Hon 'hie Minister he pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of that petition P 

(c) Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Hon’ble Minister has taken any steps in the matter; 
(it) if so, what are they; 

(Hi) whether the prisoners have begun hunger-strike on the 25th 
November, 1940; and 

(iv) if so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the present 
state ;of health of each of the hunger-strikers P 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIM: I refer the honourable 
member to my speech in the course of the debate in the House on the 
28th November, 1940, and the communiques being issued in the press. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the petition submitted by these prisoners was 
considered by Government, and if so, what action has been taken on 
that petition? 

The HOftHMe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I think the reply is 
rather comprehensive. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: The reply is to this effect: 

I refer tne honourable member to my speech in the course of the 
debate in the House on the 28th November, 1940, and the commwnigu4t 
being issued in the Press.” Sir, in that speech the Hon’ble Minister 
held out the hope that he would consider the petition in some respects, 
but he did not give out any decision at all. The supplementary question 
will be this, whether he has issued any order on the petition ar not ; and 
if ao, to what effect? 
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The Hoii’Mc Kfnraj* Sir NAZiMUDDIN: Sir, unless I am very 
much mistaken, it appears that these questions refer to the condition 
of the prisoners at the time of the hunger-strike and my answer, I think, 
Is clear on that point. As regards what action has been taken subse- 
quent to that, I submit, that does not arise out of this question. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUQJHURI: Why not, Sir? You 
promised to take certain action. What action you have taken, that is 
the point. 

The Hon’ble Ktvwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That may be a legitimate 
question, I admit, but that is not the question which has been put here. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No, no, the question here 
is what action has been taken. It arises in this way 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. I was going to point out to the 
Hon’ble Minister that the question does arise, but if the House is so 
impatient I would jiass on to the next, question. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: May I just put a, few supple- 
mentary questions on this point P 

Mr. SPEAKER: T am sorry I cannot allow this sort of cross-questions. 
I was pointing out that the question did arise, but Mr. Rai Chaudhuri 
was busy in having a talk across the table with the Hon’ble Minister. 

R«i HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I thought the Hon’ble 
Minister misconceived my question. That was why I was going to 
explain. 

Mr. 8PAEKER: No, you are not to explain. I want to impress it 
upon the House that once a supplementary question is put there ought 
not to be cross-talks between members and the Ministers, there ought 
to be time given to me to find out as to whether a question is properly 
put or not, as to whether an answer is proper or not, as to whether the 
Minister is properly answering a question or not. But it is for me to 
decide that. However, if a member intervenes like this iq future, I 
will not allow any explaining of the matter, but will start on to the 
next question. This time as a special case I allow Mr. Rai Chaudhuri 's 
question. Sir Naaimuddin, will you please answer the question? 

R«i HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May I just offer a personal 
explanation to you, Sir? I thought that the Hon’ble Minister mis- 
conceived my question, and I was just explaining. • 
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Mr* SPEAKERS Mr. Eai Chaudhuri, you asked what steps Govern- 
ment took in the matter. The Minister said the question did not arise. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir HAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order. Is* 
any member, after a supplementary question has been put and a reply 
has been given, entitled to put any explanation or make any comment 
thereon until he has got permission to put another supplementary 
question ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, he is not; hut oftentimes he puts his questions 
and Hon'ble Minister answers them. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Let the Hon'ble Minister now 
answer. He is doing the Speaker's job and not his own job. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Nazimuddin, Mr. Rai Chaudhuri's question 
does arise as to what steps the Government took. 

Ths Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. May I point out, Sir, that 
the question does not arise. I submit for your consideration that 
when the question (c) (i) was put in, it referred to what steps were taken 
by Government on the petition during the course of the hunger-strike. 
Otherwise, question (r) (tit) and (;r), namely, whether the prisoners 
have begun hunger-strike on the ‘25th November, 15)40, and if so, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the present state of health of 
each of the hunger-strikers, would not have l>een put. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no use arguing. I feel that the question 
does arise. 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit to your decision. 
Certain steps have been taken and others are in the course of examina- 
tion. For example, they have got complete charge of their kitchen, 
but still if they do not got food according to the scheduled rate, I hope 
to see to it in future. Permission has been given for sitting for 
examination and certain other steps have been taken. At the present 
time, I have not all the facts here, but if another question is put, I will 
be able in about a week's time to give a complete answer thereon. 

* • 

R«i HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: Which are the questions 

that are stall outstanding and in respect of which no action has been 
taken as yetP 

The Hon ’bit Khwaja tir NAZIMUDDIN: Practically most of the 
demands; no final orders have been passed as yet. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAIUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what is his answer with respect to 
question (h)P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I remember, 
the petition was read out during the course of the debate. If it was 
not, I have got no objection in placing it before the House. 

Mr. SANTOftH KUMAR BAftU: Do I understand the Hon’ble 
Minister to say that in the course of a week these matters will be settled 
once for all and he will make a statement in the House? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Air NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, I did not say 

that I will make a statement; but if a short-notice question is put in 
after 8 or 10 days I may be in a position to reply to that. 

Mr. SANTOftH KUMAR BAftU: May 1 remind the Hon’ble Minister 
that in one of his communiques he has referred to certain members of 
this House having interviewed him in connection with the hunger-strike 
and steps to be taken in connection therewith, and thereafter certain 
steps were taken by him in consultation with certain members. Now, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state before the House either 
to-day or a week hence what has emerged out of that consultation and 
if any steps are being definitely taken about that? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is what 1 am trying 
to point out. One or two things have been settled and action has been 
taken. As regards the rest, they are being examined and in about 8 or 
10 days orders will be communicated. 


Drainage of water- logged areas in Dhalai and Farhadbad in Chittagong 

district 

1ft. Dn 8ANAULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Communications and Works Department aware that in the villages 
Dhalai and Farhadbad, police-station Hathasari, district Chittagong, 
there are water-logged areas known as Mailla btl t the Kasir bil and 
the Dailla bil? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government ire contem- 
plating to take for the drainage of the said bih? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that for several years these biU do not produce any paddy ; and 
(it) that the tenants have to pay the rents without getting any crops 
stall? 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANOY, of Coeeimbazar: 

(a) Yob. 

(6) A rough estimate for a scheme for the improvement of these 
biU is under preparation. 

(c) (t) It is not a fact that for several years these bilt did not 
produce any paddy; but what normally happens is that these low-lying 
areas remain water-logged for several months and the cultivators do not 
transplant paddy except during the last part of the season. If, how- 
ever, there is any untimely rain the paddy is sometimes lost. During 
the last 3 or 4 years, I am informed, the cultivators did actually lose 
the paddy they had grown hut the extent of the damage : s not known. 

(it) No. 

Ro-excavation of Aurora khal in Hooghly district. 

20. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department he pleased to 
state — 

{( / ) when the work of re-excavating the Aurora I hat in thann 

Khanakul, district Hooghly, is expected to he taken tip ; 

( b ) what steps have been taken to execute this work immediately; 

(c) when the work is expected to he concluded; and 

(d) what steps the Government con tern plate taking for maintain- 

ing this khal in proper condition? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coaeimbazar: 

(a) In February, 1941. 

(b) Surveys and taking sections have been completed and a detailed 
scheme is under preparation. 

(c) In 1942. 

(d) Periodical silt clearance as needed. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Bengal Motor 8pirit Sales Taxation Bill, 1951. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We shall now begin with the clause regarding the 
date on which the Bill is to be brought into operation. 

The HOft’bf# Mr. H. S. BUHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. I may point 
out that it was on my assurance that the Act will not be brought into 
operation before the let October, 1941, that Mr. Sinclair withdrew the 
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amendment that was moved by him, and the other amendment regard- 
ing the 1st of April, 1942, which Was moved by Mr. Sanyal was defeat* 
ed. On going through the Bill I find that unless 1 put in an amend- 
ment to one of the clauses within the Bill itself, it will not be possible 
for me to bring the Act into operation from the 1st of October, 1941, 
but will be brought into operation as soon as the Bill is passed. There- 
fore, I beg to move, with your leave, for the concurrence of the House 
that in sub-clause (/) of clause 3 for the words “commencement of 
this Act/’ the words and figures “30th day of September, 1941“ be 
substituted. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
that permissible, because in clause 1, sub-clause ( 3 ), there is a definite 
provision laid down, namely, “It shall come into force on such date as 
the Provincial Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette , 
appoint.” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Don't you see that the real operative part of the 
Act will not be given effect to till a certain date comes along? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 shall explain, Sir. 
The Act will come into operation as soon as there is notification. After 
the Act comes into operation, we shall register the dealers and take all 
the preliminary steps which we will not l>e aide to do if the Act does not 
come into operation. The tax, however, will not be levied until after 
the 30th September, 1941. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 1 understand the point of the 
Hon'ble Minister. 1 have no mind to stand in the way, but the diffi- 
culties are there. When it hs said that it shall come into force, it also 
includes the operative portion of the Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: “It" is collective. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not; if there is a specific provision in the Act 
itself. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Every part of the Bill that is 
passed is equally operative. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: There is one point to which I 
want to draw your attention. It is said that it shall come into force 
on such date as the Provincial Government may, by notification in the 
Official Gazette, appoint. Supposing this Act comes jinto force from 
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1942 and if this is introduced in clause 3, then the tax will be leviable 
before the time when the Act will come into force, unless there is an 
amendment to the effect that the tax will be levied ‘‘not before the 30th 
September.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: The statute says, “after the 30th September." 
You say, “not before the 30th September.” So by mere implication 
they cannot bring it into operation before that date. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: After the Bill has gone to the 
Upper House, there may be an amendment, and the Act may not come 
into force till the end of this year. But if in that section this provision 
is made, the tax will be realisable from 30th September. 

The Hovt’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : If there is delay in the 
Upper House, it will lie met by an amendment to the Act. 

Clavxe 4. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. & 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in sub-clause (1) of clause 4, in lines 2-3, the words “as an importer 
or” be omitted. 

I also beg to move that for sub-clause (2) of clause 4 the following 
be substituted, namely : — 

“(2) No wholesale dealer shall, except under a licence granted 
under this Act for carrying on business in motor spirit as a retail 
dealer, sell motor spirit for consumption or sale in Bengal to any jierson 
other than a wholesale or retail dealer, possessing a licence under this 
Act." 

I also beg to move that for sub-clause (4) of clause 4 the follow- 
ing be substituted, namely: — 

“(4) Application for licence under this Act for carrying on business 
in motor spirit as a wholesale or retail dealer shall be made in such form 
and to such authority as may be prescribed." 

I also beg to move that in lines 2-4 of sub-clause (6) of clause 4 the 
words and comma “granted for the prescribed period, on payment of 
the prescribed fee and" be omitted. 

I also beg to move that sub-clause (0) of clause 4 be omitted. 

I have explained everything yesterday, and I hope that Mr. Gupta 
is satisfied. 

Raj HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Are we now on cianse 4? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. I am not taking now clause 3. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Has he moved all his 
amendments P 

Mr. SPEAKERS Yes. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May we have our sayP 
Mr. SPEAKER: Yes 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I rise to oppose the 

amendments that have just been moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. 
The object of these amendments is to exclude the importer from the 
purview of the Act in the matter of licensing. It that is done, then the 
Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Bill will be something different 
from the other provincial Acts on which this Act is apparently based. 
Take, for instance, the Bombay Act. It does not exclude the importer. 
I believe that the Madras Act also does not exclude the importer. How 
then has the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy come to consider the necessity 
of excluding the importer, so fui as Bengal is concerned, I for myself 
cannot understand and he has not been pleased to explain that point at 
all. Whether out of deference to the views of the European members 
of this House or out of a realisation of any necessity of excluding the 
importer, that has got to be explained bv him. But, Sir, so far as 
Bengal is concerned, Bengal imports a good deal of petrol and, there- 
fore, I think that it will not be proper for the Government of Bengal 
to strike out a different course. Such a policy of exemption will rather 
come into conflict with the policy of the other provincial authorities 
so far as the scheme of taxing the sale of motor spirit is concerned. 
In such respects, I think, all the provincial authorities should follow 
the same policy and a similar line of action. As in the exclusion of the 
importers this Act would be something very different from the other 
Acts ou which it is based, I oppose all these amendments which a,re 
going to stamp this Bengal Act with a character very different from 
that of the other provincial legislations on the subject. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I pointed out 
yesterday that we have not excluded importers, as importers in their 
capacity of wholesale dealers have been included. There is no importer 
who is not a wholesale dealer. If there were retail dealers who were 
importers, that would have been a different matter. But all importers 
are wholesale dealers, and we have roped them in. In fact, we have 
accepted all importers in their capacity as wholesale dealers. There 
is no need to stress the point inasmuch as these two terms are 
synonymous. That is the reason why we are excludyig importers. 
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Rai HARENORA HATH CHAUDHURI: Then the definition of 
“dealer” would not be comprehensive. 

SPEAKER: A dealer means any person, for the purpose of 
sale, who sells motor spirit. It moans anybody. 

J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: If an importer starts several 
pumps, he will not be a wholesale dealer, so that if he wants to avoid 
paying tax, he may instead of selling wholesale establish several retail 
shops, and then he will go out. Won't he? 

Th® Hon ’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May 1 just point out, Sir, 
that this point does not arise? All importers are wholesale dealers and 
are not retail dealers. They have no retail shops of their own, but 
should they sell petrol retail, they will become retail dealers and will b* 
subject to the provisions of the Act applicable to retail dealers. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as dealers are concerned, any person who 
sells for consumption, whether wholesale or rertail, is a dealer. In case 
a wholesale dealer hells direct to the consumer, he comes under the cate- 
gory of retail dealer. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA. Suppose a wholesale dealer does 
not sell to a retail dealer, what will be his position? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: When he does not come under the definition of 
wholesale dealer, he comes under the definition of retail dealer, for any 
person who sells for the purpose of consumption is a retail dealer. 

The Hon’We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : We do not say that a 
retail dealer must be a person who must purchase from a wholesale 
dealer. We say that a retail dealer is any person who sells for con- 
sumption to the purchaser. Therefore, if a wholesale dealer begins to 
sell as retail dealer, he comes in as a retail dealer and will be taxed as 
such. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. Suhrawardy perhaps does not know that 
there are some such pumps as consumers’ pumps. There are about 20 
consumers'* pumps in Calcutta. They are all importers; therefore, they 
are also in that way retail dealers. What is the good of excluding them 
from this taxation altogether? 

Til® Hon’bl® Mr. H« 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not excluding them, 

Mr. tIOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, I do not know whether the 
Hon’ble Ministar has been able to understand our point. There ars 
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pumps. Take for instance, B.O.C. or Shell pumps; they are wholesale 
dealers and importers, and they consume for the purpose of their own 
conveyances and also for their own use. There are big companies 
which have got their own pumps. What will happen in their case? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He comes in either as retail dealer or as wholesale 
dealer. 

Mr. JOQESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Retail dealer is one who sells 
to a purchaser. But when the company itself consumes petrol, it is not 
a purchaser. 

The Hovt’Me Mr. H. &> 8UHRAWARDY: Again, may I point out 
that my friend is partly right and partly wrong. We have exempted 
the importer from taxation for that quantity of petrol which the 
importer uses for the purpose of distribution. My friend knows that 
an importer distributes his petrol amongst various firms. The motor 
car in which he distributes petrol consumes a certain amount of petrol. 
That amount of petrol is exempted. But the amount of petrol which 
will be used by him for private or other purposes will not be exempted, 
and what he sells retail will also not be exempted. 

The motions of the Hon’ble Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy— 

that in sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 4, in lines £-3, the words “as an 
importer or” be omitted; 

that for sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 4 the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“( 2 ) No wholesale dealer shall, except under a licence granted 
under this Act for carrying on business in motor spirit as a 
retail dealer, sell motor spirit for consumption or sale in 
Bengal to any person other than a wholesale or retail dealer, 
possessing a licence under this Act”; 

that for sub-clause ( 4 ) of clause 4 the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

**( 4 ) Application for licence under this Act for carrying on business 
in motor spirit as a wholesale or retail dealer shall be made 
in such form and to such authority as may be prescribed” ; 

that in lines 2-4 of sub-clause (5) of clause 4 the words and comma 
“granted for the prescribed period, on payment of the pre- 
scribed fee and” be omitted; 

that sub-clause ( 6 ) of clause 4 be omitted ; 
were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 4, as amended, stand part of the Bill, 
was then put and agreed to. 
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Claute 5. 

Tl* Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that 
after item (it) of clause 5 (b) the following be inserted, namely: — 

“(«) (<*) the quantity consumed by him out of his own stock of 
motor spirit during such month. ” 

Sir, this is consequential, and I think this will meet the point of 
Mr. Gupta. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 5, as amended, stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 6. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, l beg to move that 
in clause 0, in line 5, after the words “sold by him in retail” the words 
“or consumed by him out of his own stock” be inserted. 

Sir, this is also consequential. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The question that clause (J, as amended, stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 7 . 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, may 1 draw your 
attention to amendment No. 22-25 which was an amendment to clause 
3. It was decided that it should be an amendment to clause 7. 

Sir, the first amendment which I shall move is of the nature of 
better drafting. The amendment, viz., amendment No. 22-25, was 
moved by an honourable member of the European Group. The proposal 
was to add a new sub-clause {5) to clause 3 and it was pointed that 
that amendment which, I believe, has been accepted by all sections 
of the House should really come in after clause 7. I now move on 
short notice the following amendments: — 

After sub-clause (1) of clause 7 the following sub-clause shall be 
inserted, vis. — 

“(la) If the amount of tax is not paid within the period mentioned 
in sub-section (/), the authority referred to in clause (6) 
of section 5 may, in lieu thereof, recover any sum not 
exceeding double the amount of the tax so unpaid or any 
smaller sum in excess of the unpaid amount of the tax which 
such authority may think it reasonable to recover.” 
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That for sub-clause (2) of clause 7 the following sub-clause shall 
be substituted, namely: — 

“(2) If default is made in making /payjftafit of the amount of the 
tax due within the period mentioned in sub-section (/) or 
in making payment of any sum in lieu thereof referred to 
in sub-section (fa), it shall be recoverable from the person 
from whom it is due as an nrrear of land revenue.” 

Mr. SPEAKER* Mr. Chaudhuri, do you want to move amendment 
No. 100 standing in your name? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Does the proviso remain 
or does it go out, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It remains, but the question is how your amend- 
ment can be fitted in. 

■ v 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, it relates to the 
proviso, and therefore 1 can move it. 

Mr. SPEAKER! All right. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
in proviso to sub-clause (/ ) of clause 7, in line 2, after the word “given” 
and before the words “a reasonable” the following words be inserted, 
via. — 

“a reasonable period not less than a week and”. 

Sir, the proviso only makes mention of one thing, namely, that the 
retail dealer will be given a reasonable opportunity. It does not make 
mention of the time at all. To make that clear I want to insert these 
words, so that he ma> be given at least a week’s time to prove the cor- 
rectness and completeness of his return. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I want to sjw?ak a few 
words in opposition to the amendment No. 22-25 and also the amend- 
ments just moved by the llon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Sir, I do not find any reason wliv there will be no tax levied on the 
sale of motor spirit for the purpose of aviation. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy : Aviation ! that is already passed.) 

Sir, I am opposed to amend sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 7, wherein it 
is provided that the tax shall he realised as an arrear of land revenue. 
Sir, there is already a consensus of opinion against the levying of any 
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tax at ike present time, and a (food deal of protest has been made in 
the press and on the platform against the imposition not only of the 
Fineness Sales Tax but algp of the Motor Spirit Sales Tax. 

% . * 

Now, Sir, if a new provision is made empowering Government to 
realise double the amount of the tax in the case of default, then that 
will be an additional straw on the camel's hack. The public opinion is 
already against the imposition of a new tax. Where the tax should not 
have been imposed, the payer thereof will he, under the amendments 
just proposed by the Hon’ble Minisler, hound to pay double the amount 
in case of^default. That is a proposition which the members on this 
side of tie House cannot agree to. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the discretion of the prescribed authority 
which has been provided in this amendment, I submit that such a dis- 
cretion should not he given to any prescribed authority. I am of 
opinion that if the authority who will be in charge of collecting this 
tax be given the power to collect any amount in his jliseretion in excess 
of the amount of arrear, then there is a likelihood of there being 
corruption and bribery. 

On these grounds, Sir, I oppose the amendments just moved by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy and also the amendment of Sir Henry 
Birkmyre with regard to new sub-clause (S) of clause 3. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the clause will 
become clumsy if we ure to add the following words after the word 
“given,” namely, “a reasonable period not less than a week and,” 
because “reasonable opportunity” signifies that reasonable time should 
be given to the person to show cause. If my honourable friend so 
desires, I am prepared to accept bis amendment without the word 
“reasonable,” so that the retail dealer shall be given n period not less 
than a week. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That is all right 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I agree to the Hon’ble 
Minister’s suggestion. 


Tht HofiTMe Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: In (hat case I am pre- 
pared to accept his amendment without the word “reasonable,” so that 
the sentence will read as follows: the retail dealer shall be given a 
period not less then a week and a reasonable opportunity, 

0 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think that is more reasonable. (Laughter.) 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, as amended, that in 
proviso to sub-clause (1) of clause 7 in line 2, after the word “given” 
and before the words “a reasonable” the following words be inserted, 
via. — 

“a period not less than a week and,” 
was then*put and agreed to. 

.Sfc 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhra wanly that in aub-clause 
( 1 ) of clause 7 the following sub-clause shall be inserted, namely: — 

"(la) If the amount of tax due is not paid within the period 
mentioned in sub-section (I), the authority referred to in 
clause (h) of section 5 may, in lieu Ihereof, recover any 
sum not exceeding double the amount of the tax so unpaid, 
or any smaller sum in excess of the unpaid amount of the 
tax which such authority may think it reasonable to 
recover,” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy that for sub- 
clause (2) of clause 7, the following sub-clause .shall be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(2) If default is made in making payment of the amount of tax 
due within the period mentioned in sub-section ( 1 ) or in 
making payment of any sum in lieu thereof referred to in 
sub-section (la), it shall be recoverable from the person 
from whom it is due as an arrear of land revenue,” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 7, as amended, stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause S. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. *. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 8, in line 1, the words “importer or” be omitted. 

The motion wag then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 8, as amended, Btand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 
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Clause SA. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
clause 8A(/) be omitted. 

Sub-clause 8A (1) runs as follows: — 

“No person carrying on business in motor spirit as anjimporter or 
as a wholesale or retail dealer shall sell or otherwise dispose 
of such business or any part or place thereof .except to a 
person possessing an appropriate licence under ‘this Act to 
carry on such business. “ 

You will see from the provision of this sub-clause that it is the transfer 
of the whole business and not of the motor spirit that is contemplated 
here. I cannot understand, Sir, why a person who deals in motor spirit 
as well as in motor accessories should be compelled to sell his business 
in a limited market only. What is made punishable under this Act 
is carrying on the business of selling petrol withouf licence. But here 
in clause 8A (7), it is the whole business that is going to be hit. and it 
is provided that if the owner of the business intends to sell it, he must 
sell his stock of motor spirit and even the business in accessories to a 
person who holds a licence under the Act. Why? If a dealer in motor 
spirit sells his business to any person, that person cannot carry on the 
business of selling petrol without a licence. But, when a dealer come* 
to transfer his business, to gain what object of the Act must we compel 
him to sell his business only in a limited market? I think tint: whole- 
sale and retail dealers, and particularly wholesale deale! *. will be 
affected by this sub-clause as it now stands. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in sub-clause (/) of clause HA, in line 2, the words “ as an importer 
or” be omitted. 

I must confess that when I considered this amendment I also felt 
some of those doubts which Itai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri ha* raised* 
But that is not the real meaning. There is re.dlv no limited market. 
We must realise that it is not possible for a man to sell petrol publicly 
unless he has a licence. Therefore, if a person buys this business from 
another person, it is no use to him unless be has a licence. He has 
got to take his licence. All that this clause means is that he shall 
not sell the business to a person unless ibis person has a licence. It 
does not mean that he must sell the business to persons who are licence 
holders at present. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That is the meaning. 
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The Hon’bie Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: No, it is not. I too, 
like Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, thought that this would limit the 
sale to the class of persons who are holding licence at the present 
moment, hut I find that that is not so. You are not a licence-holder 
at the present moment and you are not selling petrol. If you wish to 
go and buy this business all that you have to do is to take out a licence 
and then you may purchase the business if you like. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why should I take a 
licence before actually purchasing the business ? 

Mr, SPEAKER! Otherwise the moment you buy, you will begin 
to sell. \ 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But the transaction may 
fall through. 

Mr. SPEAKER;. Wholesale dealers do not part with their business 
easily. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that clause 8A (/) be 
omitted was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’bie Mr. H. S. Suhraward> that in sub-clause 
(7) of clause 8A, in line 2, the words “as an importer or” be omitted 
was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 8A as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause U. 

Tha Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I beg to move that 
for sub-clnuses (7) and (2) of clause 9 the following be substituted, 
namely — 

“9. (/) Any person empowered by the Provincial Government 

in this behalf may, for the purpose of this Act — 

(a) require any wholesale or retail dealer to make available for 
for inspection at the ordinary place of business of the 
dealer all accounts, vouchers and other documents 
relating to stocks, purchases, sales and deliveries of 
motor spirit or to furnish any other information relat- 
ing thereto * and every such wholesale and retail dealer 
shall comply with such requisition, and 

(b) inspect such accounts, vouchers and documents of, and 
the motor spirit stocked by. any wholesale or retail 
dealer. 
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(2) For the purpose of sub-section (/), any such person specially 
empowered by the Provincial Government in this behalf may enter and 
search at any time by day or by night any building, vessel, vehicle or 
place in which he has reason to believe that any wholesale or retail 
dealer carries on business or keeps any stock of motor spirit." 

Honourable members may have noticed that I have made the verbal 
changes in view of what took place yesterday and the amendments which 
I accepted yesterday. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 9 its amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

('la use 9A. 

The question that clause 9A stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


('la use JO, 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, 1 beg to move that 
for sub-clause {a) of clause 10 the following Ive substituted, namely — 

“{(i) carries on business in motor spirit as a wholesale or retail 
dealer at any place except under a liceuce granted under 
sub-section (/) of section 4 or when the licence granted 
under t hut sub-section in respect of such place of business 
is no longer in force, or”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 10 ;»* amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


('laUAM 11 - 16 . 

The question that clauses 11, l‘J, 13, 14, 15 and 10 stand part of the 
Bill was then put and agreed to. 

('la use IS, 

Mr. SPEAKER. The question before the House is that clause 18 
stand part of the Bill. 

Thi Htft’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
for sub-clause (1 ) of clause 18, the following be substituted, namely: — 

**( 1 ) Any person aggrieved by any order under this Act may 
appeal to the prescribed authority within thirty days from 
the date of such order.” 
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Sir, complications have arisen or are likely to arise* owing to the 
‘definition# of certain terms which relate to sub-clause (/) of clause 18. 
Moreover, Sir, in order to simplify matters and to curtail expenditure, 
it is in our contemplation that the prescribed authorities to be set up 
under the Sales Act will also be the authority that will take this matter 
into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

f l he question that clause 18, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 19. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The question before the House is that clause 19 
stand part of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y : Sir, I beg to move that 
for paragraph (b) of clause 19(2) the following be substituted, 
name I, \ : 

"(h) The form of licence, the particulars to be contained therein 
and the conditions subject to which licences may be 
granted;”. 

I beg also to move that in line 2 of paragraph (g) of clause 19(2) 
tlw words and bracket “clause (//) of” be omitted. 

The motions were put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 19, as amended, stand part of the Bill, 
was then put and agreed to. 


Preamble . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The question before the House is that the 
Preamble form part of the Bill. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: May I have your permission, 
Sir, to move amendment No. 10, standing in the name of 
Dr. Nalinnksba Sanyall' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, Mr. Gupta. 

Mr. 40CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, I now intend to move 

the amendment that in clause l(o), in line 3, after the word “appoint,” 
the comma and the words after earmarking the entire proceeds of the 
levy under section 3 in excess of collection charges for supplementing 
their receipts from the Central Road Fund for the purpose of road 
development in the province,” be inserted. 
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Sir, there were some other amendments tabled exactly with this 
object in view, but they have been disallowed ; I mean amendment 
No. 33-36. 

Mr. SPEAKERS But, Mr. Gupta, how are you moving this 
amendment P 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTAS It is to be added in the 
Preamble, namely, that, “Whereas it is expedient to provide for the 
levy of a tax on retail sales of motor spirit in Bengal/’ and then I 
suppose Government have accepted that it would be for better and new 
roads 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But, Mr. Gupta, how will you put itP 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I think, Sir, I shall have to 
move it after the Government amendment has been moved. 

(At this stage Mr. K. Shahabuddin rose on his feet to move his 
amendment. ) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, may 1 move my 

amendment first P 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I must say that I do not want to create a 
precedent for ibis sort of change in t lie Preamble. But in view of a 
desire of both sides of the House, I am making this an exceptional case, 
but it must always be definitely understood that no Preamble should 
be changed unless it came within the scope of the Bill concerned. 
There is nothing to that effect so far as the present amendments to the 
Preamble are concerned, hut in view of the desire of both sides of the 
House I am allowing them. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Or more correctly put, it is 
because the Opposition desire has been accepted by Government. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
in the Preamble of the Bill after the word “Bengal”, in line 2, at the 
end, the following words be inserted, namely: — 

“to secure additional funds for the construction of new roads in 
in the province.” 

Sir, I am suggesting this amendment to the Preamble not with a 
view to import anything new in this Bill. Sir, in introducing the Bill 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge stated in the Statement of Objects and 
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Keaton* that the object of the Government in imposing this new taxa- 
tion was to secure funds for the construction of new roads. If that be 
the object of the Government, then there should be no opposition from 
the Government at least to introduce these words in the Preamble. 
It will be quite in consonance with the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons. I see, however, that after I tabled this amendment notice of 
anothei amendment has been given from the Government side by Mr. 
Shahabuddin which proposes to add the words, “to secure additional 
funds for new and better roads.” I cannot understand how things 
can improve by introducing the word “better/* because what is better 
and what is not will always be a question of opinion ; and not only 
that. When the word “and” can be taken both conjunctively 
and disjunctively, there can be reasonable apprehension 
that by introducing the words “and better.” the funds 
raised by this Act may be spent for the improvement of and repairs to 
the existing roads. To avoid that interpretation I would stick to my 
own amendment and I think my amendment makes the object of the 
Act sufficiently clear. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, 1 beg to move that in the Preamble 
the following words be inserted, namely: — 

“whereas it is expedient to provide for new and better road and.” 

Sir, 1 can assure my friend, Mr. Rai Chaudhuri. that I did not give 
notice of my amendment after getting some scent of the amendment of 
my friend; it was in pursuance of a decision of the Coalition party 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry to intervene, Mr. Shahabuddin. You 
are again referring to a decision of your party. 

Mr* K. SHAHABUDDIN: I am sorry, Sir. There was a strong 
opinion amongst certain members that this tax should be earmarked 
foi the construction of new roads (“Yes, yes” from the Congress 
Benches.) and also for improving the condition of the existing roads. 
Government consider that it is bad in principle to earmark sums for 
specific purposes in a taxation measure. This has, therefore, been 
suggested by way of a compromise, and the notice of my amendment 
was given entirely in pursuance of the opinion of certain members of 
this House. My amendment has nothing to do with the amendment of 
Mr. Rai Chaudhuri nor has it been tabled simply because of the 
existence of Mr. Rai Chaudhuri’s amendment. 

Thi Hon'bto Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I would like, if I 
nay compose the differences, to suggest a certain draft for the consi- 
deration of the House, but before I do so may I try to resolve this 
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1 angle as to who made the suggestion first. I think, Sir, that I was 
the first to make the suggestion. (Laughter.) When the Bill was 
introduced on the first occasion I made this suggestion. At that time I 
stated that this amount was meant to be spent on new roads, and so 
far as improvement of roads was concerned the cost would be met from 
the ordinary funds of Government. These new roads will undoubtedly 
lead to further expenditure from the general revenues for their main- 
tenance. In view of the fact. Sir, that it is my desire in the first 
instance and the desire of all sections of the House in <he second 
instance that the money should be spent on new roads 1 move the 
following amendment as a short-notice amendment, namely: — 

That in the Preamble, in line 1, after the word “expedient” the 
following be inserted, namely : — 

“to further the construction of new roads in Bengal and therefore 0 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. J0GE8H OHANDRA GUPTA: Now I want to add to the 

Preamble, “after earmarking the entire proceeds of the levy under 
section 3 in excess of collection charges for supplementing their 
receipts from the Central Road Fund for the purpose of road develop- 
ment in the province.” (Mr. G. Morgan: No, no.) 1 hear “No, 
no.” I expect that my learned friend Mr. Morgan (Mr. G. Morgan: 
I am not learned; I am not a lawyer.) would look at amendments 33-36 
tabled by Sir Henry Birkmvre and others. They wanted that it should 
be declared as a charge upon the revenues of the province, but as the 
Governor’s sanction was not obtained, this could not be moved. My 
amendment proposes to ensure the same object but avoids the necessity 
of taking the Governor’s sanction. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How does it read in the Preamble? 

Mr. <I0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: The Preamble no* mid*:— 

“Whereas it is expedient to further the construction of new roads 
in Bengal and to provide for the levy of a tax on retail sales 
of motor spirit in Bengal.” 

Then my amendment comes. Of course, there is the difficulty because 
it relates to section 3, and I wanted to make it a separate provision. 
Then the Preamble would read like this: — 

“Whereas it is expedient to earmark the entire proceeds of the 
levy under section 3 in excess of collection charges for 
supplementing their receipts from the Central Road Fund 
for the purpose of road development in the province 
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Mr. SPEAKER. There is absolutely no difference. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA. It is expedient to provide *for 
better roads. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot earmark it. That will require 
Governor’s sanction. 

Mr. J 0 CE 8 H CHANDRA GUPTA. If I want to get a charge 
declared on the revenues, then it requires the sanction of the Governor, 
but we can say “earmarking.” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You can say “for the purpose of.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May I say one thing, 
Sit :' The object of this fund is not merely to supplement the Central 
Bond Fund, but also to provide for new roads out of the Central Board 
Fund according to the report of Mr. King on the advice of the Board of 
Communications. The Board of Communications will have a certain 
amount of fund outside the Central Fund. They will advise us which 
roads are to be improved and developed, and we shall tr\ to distribute 
the money among the various districts in order to spend on those roads 
which are not likely to be taken up by the Central Itoad Fund. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your purpose is exactly the same except the word 
“earmarking.” Earmarking is quite a different thing. 

Mr. 1IOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: My purpose is to prevent 
diversion of this fund for any other purpose than the development of 
new roads. This is frankly my purpose. 

The question that in place of the old Preamble the new Preamble, 
namely, “whereas it is expedient to further the construction of new 
roads in Bengal and therefore to provide for the levy of a tax on retail 
sales of motor spirits in Bengal,” stand part of the Bill, was then put 
and agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that in sub-clause 
(7) of clause 3, for the words “commencement of this Act” the words 
and figures “30th day of September, 1941,” shall be substituted, waa 
then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 3, as amended, stand part of the Bill, waa 
then put and agreed to. 
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TIM Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation Bill, 1941, aa settled in the 
Assembly, be passed. 

Sir, I thank all members of the House for the expeditious manner 
in which they have dealt with the passage of the Bill. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, without making a speech, 
I would only say on behalf of the members of this side of the House 
that we are opposed to the new taxation as proposed in this Bill, and 
we want our protest to be recorded. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I have only one word to add. 
I would request the Hon’ble Minister that in future when he sees a 
note of dissent from one of the d() members sitting in that group, he 
would before bringing the Bill before the House consider again and 
accede to all the amendments that they desire before bringing the 
matter here and confusing us with last minute amendments. 

The motion that the Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation Bill, 1941, 
as settled in the Assembly, be passed, was then put and agreed to . 

Adjournment. 

The House was adjourned at 5-55 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 6th February 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the Gth February, 1941, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizajl Haquk, c.i.l., 
Khan Hahadur) in the Chair, G Hon’ble Ministers and 193 members. 

Time for sitting. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, may I mention a matter 
before you begin with the day’s business 1* We wish to have our 
meetings at 4-45 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may take it from me that we will resume that 
practice from next week. I know that it is very inconvenient to have 
meetings at 4. 

Sir Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Chief Minister has informed me that 
he is ill. There are many important questions which he has to answer 
and if you like. I can hold them over. 

Ths Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. Sir. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Treatment towards SJ. Cour Ganguly, an under-trial prisoner in 
Serampore 8ub-Jail. 

*35. Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department lie pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 

(t) that Sj. Gour Ganguly was on or about the 14th October, last, 
an under-trial prisoner in the Serampore Sub-Jail; 

(it) that on or about that date while suffering from fever he was 
transferred from the sub-jail to the local Wals Hospital 
with handcuffs; 
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(«*) that he was taken there on foot; 

(iv) that he was kept handcuffed in the hospital; and 

(v) that his hand was chained with the cot used by him? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(M the reasons for which such treatment was accorded to an under- 
trial prisoner; and 

{u) who is responsible for such treatment with Sj. Gour Ganguly? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hotl’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) He was removed to hospital on the 1 4tli October, 1040. I am 
informed that he had at that time no fever and was not handcuffed. 

(ui) No. 

in) and (r) No: but from time to time one hand wus secured to 
the bed with a handcuff. 

(b) it) For the safe custody of the prisoner. 

( a ) The Superintendent and Deputy Superintendent of the suh- 
j»il 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer 
<w) (//), will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to state, if the prisoner 
hud not any fever at the time of his removal to the hospital, then why 
was lie removed to the hospital at all ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He might have had other maladies. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer 
(Hi) (a), will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to state how was h# 
taken to the hospital if not on foot? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: By the stretcher. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what kind of fever was the prisoner suffering from? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he had any other complication than fever at the time? 


The Hon’bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of placing a copy of the history sheet of tbe 
prisoner for that day on the Assembly table? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not see any objection 
lo that. If the honourable member will put another question, I will 
place it on the table. 

Validity of eleotion of Khan Bahadur Anwarul Azim, M.L.A. 

•36. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) With reference to the reply given 
on the 6th July, 1689, to starred question No. 582, will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Constitution and Elections) Depart- 
ment be pleused to state whether Government have been finadiy advised 
as to the legal questions at hsue by competent legal authorities both 
in India and the United Kingdom? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the legal opinion? 

(r) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
pleuse state how long the promised action contained in the said answer 
would be deferred? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) I am not in a position to accede to the honourable member*! 
request . 

(r) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of his answer (a), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action has been or is 
..about to be tal&n by Government in the light of the opinion offered P 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a very ticklish question. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I hope the answer also will 
not be ticklish. 

The Hon’blf Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The parties have been 
advised that Government propose to take no action on the finding of 
the Tribunal in respect of the returns of election expenses. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKH^ft SANYAL: What are the reasons for 
giving this communication do Uie parties and the Government not 
taking action? 
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Jh$ Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have stated once 
before when this question was put in the last session, this is a matter 
in which I cannot go any further because the ** discretion of His 
Excellency is also involved in it. , 


Application by Rabindra Mohan 8en Cupta for granting interviews with 
near relations. 

•37. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the llon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Mr. Rabindra Mohan Sen Gupta anested on the 14th 
September, 1940, has been detained in jail under the Defence of India 
Rules? * * 

(b) If so, will t Lie Hoirble Ministei l>e pleased to state whether he 
applied to the authorities concerned toi planting him interviews with 
his near relations named below — 

(1) Mr. Khitish Chandra Das Gupta (nephew), 

(2) Mr. Sailesh Chandra Das Gupta (nephew). 

(3) Mr. Tuhinangsu Das Gupta (nephew), 

(4) Mr. Bhabesh Chandra Das Gupta (nephew), 

(5) Mrs. Niharkana Devi (wife of Mr. Sailesh Das Gupta). 

(6) Mrs. Renukana Devi (wife of Mr. Tuhinangsu Das Gupta), 

(7) Mrs. Csharani Sen (niece), 

(8) Mias Paml Das Gupta (niece), and 

(9) Miss Khuku (niece) ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bhS 
Minister be pleased to state whether the interviews were permitted? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the leasons therefor? 

(e) Will thf* Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether be lm# 
been permitted any interviews with any one of his relations and friends 

.since his arrest on the 14th September, 1940? 

if) If tlje answer to (e) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(ff) I* the Hon’ble Minister awaj;e tlfat Mr. Rabindra Mohan Sen 
Gupta used to live permanently before fcitfarreet with his nephews and 
nieces in Oalcutt^in the same house P 
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( h ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government recognise the necessity of allowing interviews to the 
prisoners, detained in jail, without trial under the Defence of India 
Ruleq, with the friends and relatives P 

(i) If the answer tc i^(h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state the reasons why Mr. Rabindia Mohan Sen Gupta 
has not been permitted to have any interviews with any one of his 
friends and relatives? 

(j) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of granting 

Mr. Rabindra Mohan Sen Gupta interviews^ with his nephews, nieces 
and other relations and friends P v * 

The Hon'bl# Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a), (b) and (A) Yes. 

(c) to (e) Interview with Sm. Niharkana Devi, Sin. Retaiiyfanu Devi, 
Miss Parul Das Gupta and Miss Khuku Das Gupta was permitted but 
that with others was refused for reasons which cannot, in the public 
interest, lie disclosed. 

(/) and (;) I)o not arise. 

(g) No. 

(t) The member is referred to my answers to clauses (fc), (c) and (d). 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8S With reference to his answer 
(c) to (c) , will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the 
nature of public interest for which the information cannot be disclosed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: If I could disclose that, 
I could as well answer the previous question. 

Mr. CHAlty CHANDRA ROY: Day before yesterday, in ausw T er 

a question of this nature, the Hon’ble Minister replied that Mr. 
Bhabesh Chandra Das Gupta was permitted to have an interview 

Mr. SPEAKER: He was not permitted. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: He was permitted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order was issued, but before that he was released. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In that case, he was practically 
permitted to have an interview. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a legal queetion. 
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Mf* ATUL CHANDRA 8EN* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is for reasons of hero-worship by newspapers that the 
information cannot be disclosed ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 


Appointment of Muslim Munsifs to certain posts in Judioial and 
Legislative Departments. 

•38. Dr. 8ANAULLAH : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 

4 ' ‘ 

(t) thaf the posts of — 

(1) the Assistant Secretary, Judicial Department, 

(2) Registrar, Small Causes Court, Calcutta, 

(3) the 2nd Assistant Secretary, Legislative Department 

and 

(4) the 3rd Assistant Registrar, High Court, 
are reserved for the Munsifs; and 

(ti) that none of the above mentioned posts has ever been held by a 
Muslim Munsif since they were created P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate the 
appointment of suitable Muslim Munsifs in future in those posts P 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Muaharruff Hossain, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) ( i ) (1) and (3) No. 

(2) and (4) Yes. 

(it) Yes. 

(b) (1) and (3) Do not arise. 

(2) and (4) No, these posts are filled by competent men irrespec- 
tive of the question of the community to which they belong. But 
. Government is not unmindful of the claims of suitable Muslim Officers 
for these posts, (1), (2), (3) and (4), which will be considered as and 
when occasion arises on the expiry of the term of the present incum- 
bents. The appointment to number (4) is, however, in the discretion of 
the Hon’ble the Chief Justice. 

10 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer 
(a) (t) (2) and (4), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
is the reason for which these two posts are reserved for the Muslims ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

These are not reserved for the Muslims. On the contrary, I have said, 
these are open to all. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I have read that answer, but 
that answer is not consistent with answer (a). 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you are making a mistake. The word 
there is not “Muslims” but “Munsifs”. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I am sorry. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the term of the present Registrar, Small Causes 
Court, will expire? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The term has expired and an officer has been appointed. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the name of the man who has been appointed? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Appointments under Director of Agriculture, Bengal. 

•40. Maulvi M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing since April, 1937 — 

(*) the numlier of vacancies that occurred in different posts — 

(1) gazetted, and 

(2) non-gazetted (excluding menials), 

under the Director of Agriculture, Bengal; 

(tt) (1) the names; (2) residence; and (3) educational qualifica- 
tions, of the persons appointed in those vacancies; and 

(it i) how many of the vacancies have been filled up by candidates — 

(1) from the Muslim Community, and 

(2) from the Dacca district? 
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(6) Will the Hon'ble Minister also be pleased to state the percentage 
of Muslims bolding at present — 

(a) gazetted, and 
(tt) non-gazetted, 

posts under the Director of Agriculture, Bengal. 

MINI8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) (i) and (u) 

A statement is placed on the library table. 

(ttt) (1) Gazetted 4 and non-gazetted 77. 

(2) Gazetted 1 and non-gazetted 29. 

(b) (t) 27 per cent, and (??) 42 per cent. 


Realisation of lioenoe fees of foreign liquor shops and other excise shops. 

•41. Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: (a) Will the Ilon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact — 

(?) that licence fees in case of foreign liquor shojra are realised only 
on the quantity sold ; and 

(t?) that in cases of other excise shops licence fees are realised on 
the whole quantity in stock in the shop? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons of difference in treatment 
between the two classes of cases ? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): («) (?) Yes. 

(tt) In the case of certain classes of fixed fee shops, namely, country 
spirit, bhang , ganja and opium licenco fees are based on the quantities 
issued from the treasury or warehouse during the previous month. In 
the case of other classes of shops licence fees are Ixiaed on the quanti- 
ties sold. 

(b) The quantities of country spirit, bhang, ganja or opium sold 
are often in fractions of the unit of measure. It is, therefore, not con- 
venient in the cases of these classes of shops to realise licence fees on 
the sales. Issues from the treasury or warehouse to shops approximate 
to tbe amounts sold during the month and give an easy figure for esti- 
mating licence fees* 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Thefts by domestic servants in Calcutta 

21. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Horae Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the year 1938-39 — 

(») how many cases of thefts, by domestic servants, have been 
reported in the city of Calcutta ; 

(it) how many of them have l>een arrested ; 

(tit) how many of them have been convicted ; 

(tv) in how many cases the stolen properties have been recovered; 
and 

(r) what is the total amount of the reported thefts P 

(/>) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of issuing 
licence to persons offering themselves as domestic servants? 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps he intends to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) 412. 

(it) 272. 

(tii) 122. 

(tv) 99. 

( v ) Rs. 58,202-3-3. 

(b) No. 

(c) None. 


Newspapers supplied to under-trial prisoners and detenus. 

22. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
which (daily and weekly) newspapers are supplied to — 

(i) under-trial prisoners; 

(it) convicts; and 

(its) detenus? 
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(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Ananda Bazar , the Barumati , the Bharat , the Jugantar $ the Hindi* 
ithan Standard and the Amrita Bazar Patrika are supplied to the 
prisoners and detenus referred to in clause (a)P 

(tf) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof P 

(d) Have the Government any objection in allowing the newspapere 
mentioned in clause (6) to be used by them at their own costs? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (t) Under Jail Code 
rule 923 under-trial prisoners may obtain, at their own cost, subject to 
the approval of the Superintendent, newspapers in the approved list, 
copy of which is laid on the table. 

(u) The daily Statesman and <4 rad are supplied to divisions I and 
II convicts at Government cost : convicts who do not know English or 
Bengali are supplied with the Hindi Bangahashi (weekly). The 
weekly Banglar Katha is supplied to division III convicts. 

(m) Persons detained under rule 129 may obtain at their own 
expense papers mentioned in (i) above. They may also get at their 
own cost the daily Azad, Amrita Bazar Patrika , Hindus than Standard , 
Jugantar , Ananda Bazar Patrika and Advance. Security prisoners 
detained under rule 2 0 of Defence of India Rules are supplied with 
the daily Statesman and Azad at Government cost and may also obtain 
at their own cost papers in the list, copy of which is kid on the table. 

(6) The honourable member is referred to the answer to (a) above. 

(c) I do not consider any extension of facilities necessary. 

( d ) The member is referred to answers to clauses (M and (r). 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (i) of unstarred question 

No. 22, showing list of newspapers and magazines which may he 

supplied to under-trial prisoners in Bengal . 

Newspapers. 

L The Statesman (daily). 

2. The Bengalee (daily). 

3. Pidneer (daily). 

4. The Lender (daily) of Allahabad. 

5. The Englishman (the present weekly edition). 

6. Illustrated Times of India (weekly). 
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7. Hindi Bangabaai (weekly). 

8. Sanjibani (weekly). 

9. Calcutta Weekly Notes (weekly). 

10. Dacca Prakash (weekly). 

11. Bangaratna (magazine). 

12. Suniti (bi-weekly) of Chittagong. 

13. Madaripur Bart aba ha (magazine). 

14. Panchayat (weekly). 

16. Mymensingh Samachar (weekly). 

16. Tippera Guide (weekly). 

17. Rangpur Darpan (weekly). 

18. Hindu Ranjika (weekly). 

Newspapers (weeklies). 

19. Khalsa Samachar (Amritsar). 

20. Khalsa-to-khalsa Advocate (Amritsar). 

21. Khalsa Parchar Sewak (Taru Taran, Amritsar). 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (in) of unstarred question 

No. 22. 

List of newspapers. 

1. Statesman. 

2. Star of India. 

3. Pioneer. 

4. Leader of Allahabad. 

6. Statesman (overseas weekly edition). 

6. The Illustrated Weekly of India. 

7. Panchayet of Dacca. 

8. Mymensingh Samachar. 

9. Hindu Ranjika of Rajshahi, 

10. Kaahipur Nivasi of Barisal. 

11. Siair (weekly edition). 

12. Al-Am&n of Delhi (Urdu). 

13. Aftab (Urdu). 

14. Haq (Urdu). 
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id. Hansa of Benares (Hindi). 

16. Jagaran of Benares. 

17. Sudha of Lucknow (Hindi). 

13. Madhuri (Hindi). 

19. Sudha (Hindi). 

20. Utkal Deepika. 

21. Hindu Illustrated Weekly. 

22. Hitavadi (Bengali). 

23. Midnapur Hitaishi (Bengali). 

24. Whip. 

25. Sanjivani. 

26. Capital. 

27. Charu Mihir Patrika of Mymenaingh 

28. Amrita Bazar Patrika. 

29. Hindusthan Standard. 

30. Advance. 

31. Jugantar. 

32. Ananda Bazar Patrika 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN. With reference to answer (m), viz., 
"persons detained under rule 129 may obtain at their own expense 

papers mentioned in (i) above ” will the Hon’ble Minister 

consider the desirability of making the list more representative by 
including all important journals P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I can go no further than 
what I have said. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the reasons for whiah distinction has been 
made between security prisoners and prisoners who have been detained 
under rule 129 in regard to the supply of newspapers P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have only stated that 
people detained under rule 129 are treated practically under the same 
terms and* conditions as under-trials. As a matter of fact, those rules 
which apply to under-trials apply to them. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state on which principle the selection of these newspapers is madef 
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The Hon’ble Khwija 81 r NAZIMUDDIN: What is considered 

healthy for them. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN. Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
explain what he means by "healthy”? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This question can only 
be answered by the Public Health Department. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to the latter part 
of reply (m), viz., "Security prisoners detained under rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Rules are supplied with the daily Statesman and 
Azad at Government cost and may also obtain at their own cost papers 
in the list,” will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether 
Government are considering the desirability of giving them the paper 
Basumati and Bengali periodicals such as ' Basumati , Bharatvarsha , 
Bro'vasi as also Modem Review and others? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I cannot make any 
promise offhand, but we consider that the list that has been given is 
very wide and practically it covers all shades of opinion, and unless a 
special case is made out, it is doubtful if any addition will be made. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With regard to security prisoners, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider that in order to spend 
their time in jail they should get monthly periodicals alsoP 

TtlO Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable member 
will suggest one or two monthly periodicals, we will consider. 


Mr. ATUL CHANpRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that Division III prisoners are also highly 
intellectual persons P 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 

Manlvi ABU, H OSSA IN SARKAR: Sir, what about other 
questions? 


Mr. SPEAKERS These are held over. 
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Earlier adjournment of the House on acoount of the Muharrum. 


Mr* 8PEAKER: A letter has been written to me by a large number 
of members requesting me to adjourn the House to-day on the ground 
that it is the first day of the Muharrum celebrations but before taking 
any decision on the matter, I should like to know what is the attitude 
of Government and of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am sorry that the 
Leader of the House is not present here to-day. The matter was dis- 
cussed, and we feel that the business of the House must proceed. The 
Budget will have to be presented before the House on the 15th 
February, and thereafter every day will be taken up on important 
business upon which we can hardly encroach. The Bengal Finance 
(Sales Tax) Bill therefore will have to be completed before the Budget 
is presented, and unless we clear something out of the way, I do not 
think that we shall be able to keep up to our time-table. The contest, 
as far as I can make out from the various amendments which have been 
put in, is apparently with regard to the schedules, and there is no likeli- 
hood of that item being reached to-day. It will come up at some 
subsequent date, and we can then thrash them out and find out what we 
should put in and what we should take out. I submit that so far as 
we are concerned, we feel that it will cause great dislocation, although 
after the severe, strain to which I have been subjected I should 
personally li^e to have a holiday myself. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHANs As far as my infor- 
mation goes, Government offices have been closed to-day at 1 p.m., and 
although we find in the calendar that to-day is the eighth day of the 
Muharrum, it is actually the ninth day. We Muslim members of the 
Legislature think that the Muharrum festival should be observed from 
to-day, and it is for that reason that Government offices, I understand, 
have been closed. Therefore, it it desirable that we should adjourn for 
this day. As for the Sales Tax Bill, it will not take long to finish it, 
and I do not find any cogent reason why we should carry on business 
to-day only to finish a little part of that Bill. 

Mr* SPEAKER: But I think if we could finish one portion of the 
Bill, that would mean going sufficiently ahead with it, and at the same 
time I hope we will be able to adjourn earlier than usual. 

The Hon’hSe Klmjt 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I think we can finish the 
question of recoxqmittal to-day after which the House may be adjourned. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, so far as we on this side 
of the House are concerned, we have from the very beginning appre- 
hended that our Muslim friends would be eager to go away early in 
connection with the Muharrum festival. Therefore, when this question 
was mooted and there was a talk of having morning sessions, we amply 
made our position clear that we should rather have holidays than wound 
the feelings of our friends. So far as we are concerned, we never 
wanted to stand in their way nor to wound their religious susceptibili- 
ties, and if Government do not accede to their request, we have nothing 
to say. Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has just said that the 
main controversial question will be the schedules, but I submit that the 
controversial question ranges from the beginning to the end, and 
therefore our appeal to you, Sir, is not to hurry the Bill through at any 
stage. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I beg to move that the 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941, as reported by the Select Com- 
mittee, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, honourable members have had the report of the Select Com- 
mittee in their possession, and T have no doubt that they have noted — 
I hope with satisfaction — the amendments which have been embodied 
by the Select Committee in the body of the Bill. Government, Sir, 
have gone as far as practicable or feasible to meet the wishes of the 
Select Committee as reflecting the views of all sections of the House 
who are prepared to co-operate with this Government in this financial 
measure. I have pointed out to the House the imperative necessity of 
this Bill. There may be some tinkering with it, some increase or 
decrease of rutes, some inclusion or exclusion in the schedules, but, so 
far as the imperative necessity of this Bill for the purposes of the 
administration is concerned, it cannot be denied. In fact, Sir, I am 
in a position to say that it will be impossible for any administration 
to function under present circumstances if we want to give to the 
people of Bengal some amenities and to build a better province. 

This year have a deficit of one crore and seven lakhs of rupees. 
This has been met from the closing balance, but the closing balance 
has now come down to such projmrtions that it cannot stand the strain 
of another deficit budget, as the next budget is bound to be without 
this taxation. Out of this one crore and seven lakhs, Rs. 30 lakhs 
approximately represents the jute that has been purchased by Govern- 
ment. Therefore, there will be an increased expenditure of Rs. 77 
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lakhs which will have to be carried on to this year. Along with the 
77 lakhs further expenditure has been provided for in the next 
year’s budget. I am not in a position to give the details to this House 
before the budget is presented, but it is obvious to everyone that more 
money must be provided for year after year in every successive budget 
if we want to increase the amenities and keep the machinery of 
Government going for the benefit of the people. I hope, Sir, that 
there is no one in any section of the House that does not realise that 
this Bill has to go through. (Cries of “Question, question’* from Con- 
gress Benches.) I cannot understand any opposition to this measure 
except from those who desire to paralyse the Government. The 
opposition comes from the Opposition, because they are here to obstruct, 
and I am positive that even if this Government was supplanted by any 
other Government either from this side of the House or from the 
other side of the House, my friends who controvert my statement that 
this taxation is imperative for the province and for the administration 
not merely for this ministry or this budget but for any ministry and 
any budget — even if they undertook the reins of office, they would not 
be able to meet the next year’s budget without this taxation, (ltai 
Hakkndra Natii Ciiaudhtiu : IsH us see the budget then.) 

Now, Sir, this taxation measure of all the various taxation mea- 
sures which we have examined has been plueed before the House, 
because it has certain merits which are not to l>e found in other 
measures of taxation. The taxation is low, the cost of collection is 
little, the proceeds are considerable. From one measure of taxation 
we will he in a position to carry on the administration and to benefit 
the nation-building departments. Further, this tax, if properly 
administered and if proper exemptions are made, will not affect the 
vast majority of this province who are poor to any appreciable extent 
and the main portion of this tax will be paid by those consumers w’hose 
standard of living is high and who have to W constant purchasers, and 
a portion will be carried to some extent by the trade. It is for this 
reason that we have seen a storm of influential opposition from traders 
and merchants in the main. Everywhere these gentlemen who have 
money are the vocal leaders of the various groups. To them it does 
not matter if this province goes to the dogs. They are not responsible 
for its administration. To them it does not matter if there is no 
money for water-supply, for primary education, for public health, for 
irrigation, or for agriculture. All that they care for is that tbe 
profits which they are making as traders, merchants and middlemen 
should continue to repose in their pockets. But to us, Sir, who are 
charged with the responsibility of conveying these amenities to the 
poor people of this province, it is a matter of life and death, and I 
discount therefore to a very large measure the opposition that has 
come from thes$ traders and these merchants in the mufassal or in 
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Calcutta, and I would request the honourable members of this House 
who are not allied to these traders and merchants but who have the 
welfare of the masses at heart to support Government in this measure. 
I can assure this House as I have assured before at the time of referring 
this Bill to the Select Committee, that the purpose of this taxation is 
to provide further funds for nation-building departments and further 
amenities to the masses of this province, and I would consider those 
honourable members who oppose this very small taxation measure, 
not merely that they are not friends of the people, but that they are 
the definite enemies of the people. 

Sir, I will indicate in some detail for the benefit of those gentle- 
men who oppose for the sake of opposition, who shout and interrupt 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA3: Is the Hon’ble Minister right 
in saying all these things? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I will indicate to those 
who shout and interrupt on account of vacuity of mind 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Is the Hon’ble Minister right in 
using words like “shout, interrupt and vacuity of mind” in addressing 
members of this House P 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I am not addressing any 
individual member. I am addressing those members whose vacuity of 
mind prompts them to shout and interrupt. If you don't come within 
that category you are excepted — you come in the schedule of exemp- 
tions. Sir, I will indicate, however, for the benefit of those members 
who have not studied the alterations made by the Select Committee, 
some details regarding the proposals that have been made, although 
the main framework of the Bill has not been affected. I consider that 
the Select Committee have been extremely helpful with their sugges- 
tions, and I hope that they will agree with me that Government have 
gone as far as possible to meet any reasonable demands or suggestions 
that might have arisen from any part of the House. 

Sir, two provisions have been inserted in the interest of honest 
dealers to discourage attempts to evade payment of the tax. In the 
Becond explanation to the definition of “sale” it will be found that a 
clause has been inserted to prevent evasion of the tax by dealers who 
might establish a nominal sales office just beyond the border of the 
province and will so claim that their sales are not made within Bengal 
and so are not taxable. 

Secondly, Sir, in the new clause 9(7 A) Government have taken 
power to recover arrears of the tax from any importer or manufacturer 
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who might be found to have evaded his obligation to get himself 
registered and so to have defrauded Government. But moat of the 
changes are designed to reduce to a minimum any extra trouble or 
expense which dealers might have to incur through the collection of 
that tax. The taxable quantum has been raised from Rs. 20,000 to 
Rs. 50,000 for ordinary dealers, but to prevent importers and manu- 
facturers from escaping taxation, the taxable quantum in their case 
has been reduced to Rs. 10,000. Here a year for the purpose of this 
Act does not mean a financial year but a period of 12 months, according 
to which any dealer customarily keeps his accounts. This will cer- 
tainly be very helpful to all dealers, inasmuch as most of them do 
not keep accounts in accordance with the tinancial year. The sale price 
often includes the cost of freight. The committee has recommended 
that the tax should not be levied on the cost of freight when it is paid 
by the Beller and separately charged for; nor upon the sale of boxes, 
tins, bottles, etc., required by dealers for marketing their goods. 
Further, in order not to increase the cost of production and so put the 
Bengal manufacturer at a disadvantage with his rivals elsewhere, 
clause 5 (b) (1) has been amended to allow manufacturers to get free 
of tax not only the raw materials, but also all the machinery and neces- 
sary accessories to manufacture. This has been done to prevent double 
taxation. By an amendment to clause 7 registration will be free of 
charge and will not be subject to periodical renewal. Once effected, 
it will remain in force until the business changes hands or ceases to 
exist. A new clause 7 A has been added to allow dealers whose 
turnover does ^ot reach the taxable quantum to get themselves regis- 
tered voluntarily. As a matter of fact, 1 believe that dealers will find 
it a very great advantage to get themselves registered and we have 
given them an opportunity to do so. For the information of all regis- 
tered dealers a list of these will he published as soon as registration 
is completed. Additions, renewals and any alterations will he gazetted 
as they are made and a consolidated list of modifications will he pub- 
lished annually. A new provision to sub-clause (/) of clause 4 declares 
that the tax will be actually payable not according to the value of the 
sales effected during any given year, hut according to the amount of 
the turnover actually realised by the dealers. This change means that 
the tax on any particular sale will not he collected from the dealer 
until the dealer has collected his money from his customers. This, I 
hope, will go a very long way towards relieving his difficulties and 
making this tax palatable to him. 

The decision of the Commissioner under clause 16 upon points of 
dispute *>hall not hava retrospective effect, unless it is established that 
the dealer has deliberately tried to evade the tax. Provision has 
already been made for a statement of a case on a point of law to be 
referred to the High Court on the lines of section 66 of the Income Tax 
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Act. Power to call for and to inspect registered dealers’ accounts has 
been strictly limited to the .minimum necessary for the purposes of thin 
Act and have been made subject to rules which will lay down certain 
conditions that in these matters every effort should be made to avoid 
causing unnecessary harassment to dealers. By the omission of clause 
5 (2) and of the words “or otherwise’ ’ from clause 2 Government have 
agreed to renounce the power to enhance the rate by notification and 
the power to remove any item from the schedule of exemptions. 
Honourable members will note that we have agreed to this act of 
sacrifice. We have given up the power to enhance the tax, because I 
am of opinion that in case we need taxation measures, we ought to take 
the Legislature in every case into our confidence, and we ought to be 
in a position io come before the Legislature and tell them exactly what 
the financial position is and ask them, if it is necessary to increase the 
tax, to give their consent. Further, Sir, we have also given up the 
power to amend the schedules by the method of subtraction, namely, 
that if any article is exempted, we do not propose taking away that 
exemption without the consent of the Legislature. We will not do so 
by a notification, but in order to help the various interests further and, 
therefore, to lighten the burden of taxation, if necessary, we have 
retained the power to add to the schedules of exemptions. These 
schedules of exemptions, it will be noted, have been made very large 
indeed; in fact, one may almost say, generously large; so much so that 
it may cause serious inroads into the probable proceeds of the tax. I 
will explain shortly the principle underlying some of these exemptions. 
Honourable members may have noticed that the amount of the tax has 
also been lowered from 2 per cent, to 1 pice in the rupee which works 
out at 1 *50 per cent. The tax, therefore, is indeed very small in its 
incidence. It will be charged only once in a series of transactions. 
Even though an article may have been sold or resold six or seven times, 
it will only pay 1 pice in the rupee in the whole series of transactions, 
and not G or 7 pice. Further, only such articles as are sold through 
big shops will bo taxed, and articles which are imported or manufac- 
tured by shops whose turnover is Rs. 10,000. These will be registered, 
and all transactions in registered shops will not be taxed, but when 
the registered shop will sell to the unregistered shop or the consumer, 
the unregistered shop or the consumer who will purchase from the 
registered shop will be taxed. The money will be collected through 
the registered shop, but it will l>e payable only on the sale price of the 
article when collected by the shopkeeper. Therefore, bad debts where 
the money has not been paid will not bo liable to taxation. The prin- 
ciple regarding fhe exemptions is that it does not fall heavily on the 
poor. We have exempted all foodstuffs used generally by the people, 
and particularly by the poor; for instance, paddy, rice, all cereals, in 
fact, dal , flour, atta and mustard oil; but we have not exempted patent 
foods or impqfted foods (Cries of “What about foreign liquor?” 
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and “What about tea?” from the Opposition Benches.) Sir, so far as 
tea is concerned, it will be taxed, and foreign liquor is already taxed; 
they are items that can form the subject-matter of another Bill. I 
submit that a tax on foreign liquor at 1*5 per cent, would be next to 
nothing, and I will not insult foreign liquor with a tax of 1 *6 per cent. 
Goods that are utilised for the purpose of preparing finished articles 
have also been exempted, for instance, yarn, leather, etc. On the 
principle that goods should not be taxed twice, all things used in the 
manufacture of an article which artiaje in due course will be taxed, all 
such goods used in the manufacture of finished articles will escape taxa- 
tion, because the finished article, as I have said, will be taxed. 

Then, again, articles that are the subject-matter of s]iecial tax have 
been excluded, namely, electricity, spirit, liquor, etc., and if they have 
to be taxed, then it will be necessary to bring in different taxation pro- 
posals in their case. Then, articles used as cottage industries will 
escape taxation, and this includes tobacco which is sold in hats and 
bazars and in smaller shops. The tobacco of the agriculturists which 
is sold in villages, in hats and bazars, will thus escape taxation. It 
will not be taxed. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What about water? (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. Sir, we are not going to 
impose any tax on water which is not sold in the market. 

Then, Sir, such articles as sarecs, dhotis, (/amelias , etc., produced 
by our country weavers, pottery produced by our cotnmirs , slippers 
produced by our cobblers, tabacco grown by our villagers and sold in 
hats and bazars, all those village produce will thus escape taxation. 
Articles are also being exempted from taxation so as not to interfere 
with outside tiade. We do not want to drive trade outside Bengal; we 
do not want to kill the industries within Bengal, and hence we are not 
taxing articles which will Ik* exported outside Bengal, nor are wo 
taxing articles that are purchased by the Government of India und the 
Railways because those bodies may otherwise obtain their goods just 
as easily from other parts of India, and thereby create a position which 
will give a serious blow T to our business in Bengal. 

Now r , Sir, I claim, as I have claimed before, that the poor will 
hardly be affected by the tax, the poor as we know them. Of course, 
my friends on the other aid# will classify themselves in the category of 
the poor, but that is a different matter; but the poor for whom we feel 
and for whom this Government stands will hardly be aiffected by this 
tax. A village rarely purchases more than two or three pieces of 
cloth for a whole year on which he will have to pay a tax, if ho does 
not wish to purchase cloths produced by the villagers. It is those 
persons who will J>e called upon to pay the tax. Sir, this taxation is 
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so very low that oven ordinary fluctuations in prices are very much 
higher. Due to ordinary jluctuations in prices a piece of cloth may go 
up from 12 annas to 1 rupee and 8 annas, and yet that piece of cloth 
will be purchased, and there will be no destruction, of the countryside, 
but if I ask for 1 pice in the rupee, immediately there is a cry from 
some sections of the House that the poor will not be able to stand it, 
and bear the burden of this piece of taxation. I claim, Sir, that this 
Government has saved you, the rich and the poor alike, by the measures 
of control that it has exercised on profiteering. Suppose we had 
allowed profiteering to run amok. What would be its effect on the 
countryside? You can realise, Sir, how much more money the poor 
would have to pay for their ordinary necessities, and I submit, Sir, that 
we have a claim to call upon the people of this province to make this 
small sacrifice for their own benefit, for the benefit of the nation- 
building departments ; because I feel that for every pice that they will 
pay they will receive benefits hundredfold for amenities. Sir, if there 
is any increase in this 1 pice in the rupee, it will go for the benefit of 
the province, and it will not go into the pockets of profiteers or 
merchants. On the last occasion, Sir, I pointed out how we have to 
a very great extent increased the wealth of the people and have eo 
managed that they have in their pockets various sums of money which 
formerly they had to pay to the zemindars, to the mahajans , to the 
lawyers, to the profiteers. This money now rests with them, and we 
have made tho people more capable of bearing this taxation than before. 
1 may have to revert to the subject in my reply. I state this as a 
general proposition and request this House to take up this Bill for 
consideration. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment No. 1 is out of order at this stage. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is No. 2 out of orderP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, because you have not mentioned about quorum 
and date. 

R«i HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What about No. 3? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Similarly, you have net mentioned the date for 
submission of 4he report. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In the rule the only thing that 
is necessary is to propose a recommittal. Will you kindly refer to the 
rule itself P 
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Mr« SPEAKER: Anyway, I am taking Mb* P. Banerji’s amendment, 
the first part of which is the same. You can all speak upon that. 

Mr* P* BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move by way of amendment that 
the Bill be recommitted to the same Select Committee with instructions 
to submit their report by 30th June, 1041, and that the quorum of the 
Select Committee be fixed at five. 

Sir, after hearing the speech of the Hon’ble Minister to-day, I feel 
that there is greater necessity of sending the Bill to the committee 
again for further consideration. There is no doubt that it was on 
our suggestion at the last session that the motion for circulation was 
moved. We suggested certain improvements in the way of amendments 
and those suggestions have been accepted now in the Select Committee 
about bad debts and appointment of auditors. That I must admit is a 
definite improvement in order to save these traders from unnecessary 
harassment and also loss. But. Sir, what about the other matters, 
particularly sub-clause (.7) of clause 4, in which we find, “Every dealer 
who has become liable to pay tax under this Act shall continue to he 
so liable until the expiry of three consecutive years, during each of 
which his gross turnover has failed to exceed the taxable quantum.*' 
Sir, may I enquire of flit- Hon’ble Minister under what principle and 
logic he supports this measure that a person once taxed will be taxed for 
ever — say for three years? Supposing the next year he makes a loss or 
his turnover is less than Rs. 50 thousand, then what is the idea? This 
has not been amended in the Select Committee. 

Then again, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister was very generous in suggest- 
ing that he has given up all powers and he will bring every time, if 
he wants any change, before this House and he will want the sanction. 
But I ask him to refer to clause 6 (J) ( e ) where it is said, “such other 
sales as may be prescribed.” What does it mean? Is it not giving a 
blank cheque altogether to the Government? Government may include 
anything they like afterwards hv their rule-making power. Other items 
may also be included and the Select Committee has not been exhaustive. 
That is all the more reason why this should Ik* referred hack to the 
Select Committee where the members cnn sit together and make improve- 
ments without having to insert such a clause. This clause will have 
to be deleted altogether, as I think no such blank cheque should be given 
particularly to this Govenftnent. 

Sir, th£ Hon'ble Minister has claimed to be the tampion and 
protector of the tenants, cultivators and agriculturists of this country. 
IF the Hon'ble Minister had any idea of the state of affairs in the 
countryside, he would have found indications of howf the Government 
have bungled and mismanaged in the matter of administration by having 
•o much money and spending it improperly and injudiciously. From 
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the very beginning we suggested that it was time lor the Government to 
cry halt, but they did not hear us. We suggested that the Government 
were heading for a crisis and within a very short time they have actually 
headed for a crisis by bringing the country to this sort o! bankruptcy. 

Sir, if we go into details we will find how the money in the name of 
village organisation has been misused. I know definitely there are 
cases where money has been given as patronage. For instance, Rs. 600 
was given to a certain person for certain village organisation. The 
result was that out of that Its. 500, Rs. 300 was spent only to receive the 
Minister. Instead of applying this money to cater to the needs of the 
people of the country, it was applied to cater to the needs of the Minister 
and other persons who were taken from Calcutta, and out of Rs. 000 
intended for village reconstruction scheme Rs. 300 was spent in this way. 

Sir, we will have an opportunity to discuss this matter more fully 
during the Budget discussion. Now, as there is very little time left 
and as Mr. Jalan from our side wants to speak on this motion, I do not 
like to take up more time of the House, and with these remarks I move 
my motion. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
support this motion for recommittal. I do not find the Hon’ble Minister 
in his old place because, I believe, after his long sermon upon the 
Supposed vacuity of his fellow-meinbers, he did not feel it comfortable 
to remain in his own seat 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. I have come down here in order to give better atten- 
tion to my good friends; if they do not want that attention, I will go 
back. 

Mr. 8AN8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I feel sure that the Hon’ble 
Minister’s old seat is not smelling bad ! 

The Hon* Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Not at all. 

Mr. AA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Bill tried to defend it with all his might and 
he exhausted iiis pharseology over this matter. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy ** I hope I know a few more.) But who in Bengal does 
not know that this proposed sales tax is the most hated and dreaded 
thing to-day ? At the time when the Bill came up for reference to the 
Select Committee members from all sides of the House opposed it and 
pressed for circulation, and they advanced various grounds for pressing 
the Bill to be circulated for elliciting public opinion. At that time 
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the Hon’ble Minister held out assurances that nation-building activities 
would be pursued and that money was necessary for that purpose. But 
it is clear that even in the Select Committee those who did not dissent 
from the main proposals in the Bill did not find their way to make any 
amendment to the preamble or the schedule in such a way as to make it 
clear that the money was necessary for nation-building departments. 
Even, Sir, up till this evening we were feeling confident that the Hon’ble 
Minister would make it clear that the money was necessary for definite 
schemes of nation-building activities — the more so because from the 
minutes of dissent of the members of the Select Committee, we find that 
about half a dozen have given concrete suggestions and definite opinions 
regarding this matter. Not only that, but my honourable friends of the 
Proja Party — for example the minute of dissent of Messrs. Gyasuddin 
Ahmed Choudhury and Ahmed Ali Mridha — make it clear that they 
cannot go in for this taxation unless there was a definite project in the 
matter of primary education, rural medical relief and rural water-supply. 
The Hon’ble Minister twitted those members of the Opposition us 
standard friends of the poor, but if he will kindly go over the minute of 
dissent of Sir Henry Birkmvre, who is not a standardised friend of the 
poor, he also has made a significant comment that unless the Government 
makes it dear that there are definite, complete and absolutely necessary 
schemes for which additional funds are required, he cannot go in for 
this proposed sales tax. So, Sir, the opinion was pressed from all sides 
of this House that there was no question of considering this proposed 
sales tax unless the Government made it clear that it was necessary for 
the nation-building departments. To-day, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister 
has spoken in advance of the clauses of the Bill. Even to-day he has 
not committed himself to the position, as he did in the matter of the 
previous taxation Bill, viz , the Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation 
Bill, that the money collected by this taxation would be definitely spent 
or earmarked for projects of nation-building department*. He has no 
doubt glanced at phrases such as “the poor people and the nation- 
building departments,” but we at least on this side of the House are 
definitely not going to be deluded by these catch expressions of the 
Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’blt Mf. H. t. SUHRAWARDYs Why? 

Mr. EAtANKA SEKHAR SAHYALS Because this Government 
•tarted nader the beat financial auspices a few years back, and in every 
budget Government held out promises that schemes would be ready, 
Hut schemes would be formulated and pursued, so that the people in 
the villages might get extensive relief. We have all along been fed on 
those promises and assurances. But neither did the schemes come up* 
*or was there aity expenditure from the general revenues upoq these 
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proposals in any concrete shape. Even, for example, day before 
yesterday, on the first day of this session, when the report of the Public 
Accounts Committee was placed before the House, it was a staggering 
spectacle that this Government which have practically exhausted all the 
financial resources that came into their hands have not been able to spend 
any substantial amount upon agriculture or education. What is the 
answer of the Hon’ble Minister to that? The only answer that is writ 
large on the walls of this province is that money has been spent really 
not for purposes of nation-building departments, but for purposes which 
are well known and which T am not going to mention now. So, our 
position is clear, that even when there is a talk of replenishing nation- 
building departments, W'e must have definite schemes formulated and 
concrete proposals placed before the House so that we can consider at 
that time the necessity of finding funds for these schemes. Sir, any 
non-partisan in Bengal knows that the golden resources w'hich this 
Government received at the outset have Wn frittered away for various 
objectionable purposes, and no lasting good has been derived by the 
province as a whole by the spending of such a huge amount. So, Sir, 
on that point, our attitude 1 have tried to make clear in my humble 
way. 

Then, coming to the question of getting additional revenues in order 
to meet the deficits which have been flourished in the face of the House 
bv the undaunted Finance Minister, he advanced his strongest argument 
by criticising the Opposition and anticipating that there will be opposi- 
tion to this Bill like the proverbial weak case. That is his strongest 
argument, namely, villitying the Opposition. But what is the position? 
Why, if theio aie an\ deficits in the revenues at all, no sensible explana- 
tion has been offered by the Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Ur. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: For what? 

Mr.*8AtfANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: For flourishing the deficit 
which forms the stock argument of the Hon’ble Minister’s case to-day. 
Sir, if this deficit has occurred, well, the Government ought to be 
ashamed of such a deficit. It is no answer to sav, that whichever 
Governfijpnt comes into office in place of this Goverlment, such a pro- 
posed taxation would be necessary. Well, the Hon’ble Minister should 
have considered* the thing independently without any reference to the 
Opposition. Sir, in any civilised country, a Government which wasted 
ike financial energies of the people in this way in an extravagant ahd 
unpardonable manner and now comes with a shameless story of 
impending or actual deficit, before asking for additional revenues 
through a sales tax, would have voluntarily proposed to resign. That 
is the '‘most *onventional and standard civilised forrik of meeting th% 
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question . When you had plenty of money, you, have not used H^or 
proper purposes. You have stranded the province practically on a bed* 
rock of indebtedness. Without shamelessly asking for additional 
revenue for meeting the deficit, this Government ought to have proposed 
making room for others. Now, how did this deficit occur at all, and 
how is it going to be met? If the deficit took place in the ordinary 
course of things, then it ought to he met in the ordinary way. May I 
ask the Hon'ble Minister — has any honest effort been made for at 
least meeting part of the deficit by retrenchment schemes which have 
been recommended on the floor of the House and outside also? Can the 
Government say that the Government have done their best, everything 
in their power, to curtail expenditure — a curtailment which is so easily 
to be effected? The Government have not done anything in that direc- 
tion. Much of the expenditure which is claimed by the present Govern- 
ment can be avoided. There can be retrenchments effected in the fat 
salaries at the top. Then, Sir, I go further, and 1 make this proposal 
that before going with taxation measures of this kind, we the members 
of this House ought to consider whether liefore asking) for additional 
revenues from the poor and the public at large, the Ministers and the 
members themselves should not consider the question of having their 
own emoluments retrenched. Four years hack when this question was 
discussed, the Government was in possession of funds and therefore 
could look upon this matter as an academic question. Hut Co-day when 
the Government is on the verge of financial bankruptcy, it is no more 
an academic question, but a prominent matter which ought to be dis- 
cussed on the floor of this House. If there is deficit, let us try to meet 
it in an honest way. If we try to meet it in an honest way, we must make 
an bonest beginning, we must retrench our emoluments in this House, 
we must retrench the emoluments of our subordinate staff, we must 
retrench, if possible, our Ministers’ saluries to meet the entire deficit. 
If we caff do all these things, then only we* can go out to the public and 
tell them that some more money is necessary'. We should see that taxa- 
tion is such as will only hit those at the top and not those at the 
bottom. The other day a Finance tax was imposed upon us-^thttse who 
pay income-tax have been made liable to an ungraduated further 
taxation of Rs. 30 per year, and I am prepared to invest Government 
with power, if necessary, to amend that Act and increase the intijenro 
of taxation which*wtll fall only u|>on those people— grudging fjjtople no 
doubt — but upon people who are supposed to be able to hear the Jburden* 
of further taxation. But there is no sense in asking the mass at large 
to contribute by taxation — for what purpose — in order to meet the 
* deficits that have occurred and are going to occur. It is a preposterous 
proposition. Afte/all, what will be the effect of this taxation ? To-day, 
in Bengal, more than half the province’s outturn in food-crops has failed 
on account of the drought and scarcity, the prices of food crops have 
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higher up and the capacity of the poor peaeantg haa gone down 
Very low, but the present ministry have failed ignominiously to come 
to any solution with regard to the money crops such, as jute end 
sugarcane. 

ThO Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: Good Gfod! 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8AHYAL: The Minister is ciying up to 
the Good Lord ; but the price of jute has hopelessly gone down, and the 
poor peasantry are despairing of their faith in the Good Lord at all. 
TWay, Sir, when the people are on the verge of ruination, when they 
expect relief from persons who are at the heljn of affairs of the province, 
the ministry is only flourishing them with these stones of taxation. Sir, 
this will aggravate the poverty of the people and add to the penury of 
the province. 

(At this stage the blue light was lit, indicating that the honourable 
member’s time was going to be up.) 

‘ I see the blue light has been lit, and I will not wait for the red light. 
But I warn the honourable members, I warn the members of the 
Coalition Party ip particular, that if this tax is pursued the “red lamp” 
will be lighted all over Bengal and the Ministers will have to suffer the 
consequences thereof. 

Mr, I8WARDA8 JALAN: Mr. Speaker, sSr, I beg to support the 
motion of Mr. Banerji, and in supporting this motion I wish to say 
that when this measurp was introduced by the Hon’ble the Commerce 
Minister in this House, or rather the Finance Minister, there was a 
good dfcal of opposition to this measure, and in spite of that opposi- 
tion the measure was referred to the Select Committee. If I remember 
aright, even the European Party reserved its right to oppose this 
measure after it emerges out of the Select Committee. I do not know 
as to what their attitude is at present, hut so far as we on this side of 
the House arc concerned, we still find that though there has been some 
improvement in the Select Committee in the various clauses of -the 
Bill, still the fundamental objection remains, and the Bill, H s 
modified by the Select Committee, is not sufficient to remove the sus- 
picions of the people of this province. Sir, so far as this taxation 
measure, is concerned, when the Hon’ble the Finance Minister intro- 
duced this measure, he waxed eloquent upon the benefits that this 
measure will bring to this province. The Hon’ble Minister gave a 
Jong catalogue of things, very good things indeed, which he hoped 
to have in this province. He thought tba£ if we oonaent 
to the introduction of this measure, perhaps a millennium would 
he coming to save this province and that there would be nothing 
but milk and honey flowing everywhere in thie province. But what 
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do ne find to-day? ^To-day the Hon'ble Minister has corf)# forward 
before ns with a* statement of estimated income which shows that ski 
the year 1940-41 the Government is faced with a deficit ol-one crorfc 
and seven lakhs of rupees. Therefore, we come to this proposition that 
even if we consent to the imposition of this iniquitous tax, even thett 
the promised millennium is not coming. The money to be realised front 
this taxation is going to meet the ordinary expenses of administra- 
tion, and all our dreams and the dreams which the Hofi’bh? Minister 
is putting forward before the public are disappearing. It is a well- 
known fjict that when the present Ministry started work, there, was a 
surplus of two crores of rupees, and in four, years’ time we find that 
this province is faced with a deficit of one crore and seven lakhs. Is 
this sound finance? I do not know as to whether there is any 
economist in the world who would, say that the policy which the 
Government of Bengal has been pursuing in this matter is sound 
finance. So far as the Hon ’ble Minister's gestures and postures were 
concerned, he stated that while the proja-daradw and proja-barulhvt 
will be beating their breasts, the Ministers will go on as usual 


THo .Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of personal 

explanation. Sir. I have never said that the Ministers will go on as 
usual. 


Mr, I8WAR DA8«JALAN: Bui if you like, I can quote that. 

v Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I say, Sir, I made no 
statement that the Ministers- will go on us u*u*l. 


Mr. I8WAR OA8 JALAN: Now, I say that if this Bill is passed, 
the proja-daradu and the proja~b(mdhus will have to beat tbeir 
breasts, because the ministry is following a policy which will be 
disastrous to this province. Perhaps in their exuberence to meet their 
deficits and also to shield their incompetence, they have come forward 
with this extraordinary measure of a general sales tax to be imposed 
upon this province. So far as a general sales tax is concerned, it has 
been recognised by all persons in authority in public finance that it is 
a tax which should be imposed only in times of extreme emergency. 
I could have understood the Government of Bengal coming forward 
with this taxation proposal if we could have found that there was 
such an emergency which could not be foreseen, I find from the 
statement which has been * put before this House by the Hon’ble 
Finance Ministi^tkat according to his estimate the deftqjt in revenue 
will not be more than 19 lakhs of rupees in spite of this war. Of 
course, increase in expenditure according to his budget estimate ii 
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about ft). 30 lakhs. Therefore I would say that when the budget pro* 
pOill V<w made* before this House by tbe Hon’ble Rinance Minister,. 
U^biri^ has happened since then on account of deficit in revenue, on 
account of war or any other factor to justify the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister to come with this supplementary estimate and with these 
proposals at the end of the year. Sir, so far as the various clauses of 
the Hill are concerned, we have got fundamental objection to the same. 
Firstly, on the question of principle. I will not take the time of the 
House, but I shall simply quote one passage from Mr. Seligman who 
is regarded as one of the authorities/ of' public finance. He stated: “A 
general sales tax is a discredited remnant of an outworn system. It is 
essentially undemocratic in its nature and it would, if enacted, exagge- 
rate rather than attenuate the present inequalities of wealth and 
income.” Mr. Nalini Kanjan Sarker, who was the ex-Finance 
Minister of this very province and Vho can certainly claim to be more 
conversant with the commerce and trade and finance of this country — 
without meaning any disrespect to the HonTde the Finance Minister 
who is occupying this portfolio to-day — is of opinion that, so far as 
this measure is concerned, “it increases business costs, tends to res- 
trict oonsumptiaon, is likely to dr^ve out trade from this province, 
induoes undesirable trade practices, hampers economic efficiency, 
introduces an element of unfair competition in trade, and it is expen- 
sive to collect.” This is the certificate which an ex-Finance Minister of 
this province is giving to the measure introduced by the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister at present. 

Sir, on the previous occasion 1 had stated in this House that, so far 
as the Bill is concerned, it is hound to drive away trade from thin 
province. I am glad to find that an effort has l>een made in ^he 
tjetect tJonufiiU t*rr> in onWr u> ohoek this fkiw outside the province by 
inserting the clause that if a person imports commodities from outside 
the province and if the value of the commodities be mere Rs. 10,000 
he will he liable to taxation. But still I say that even this figure of 
Rs. 10, 000 is sufficient to drive out trade from this province. My 
objection to this tax is that, so far as this tax is concerned, it tells 
heavily upon small dealers and consumers rather than the big dealers 
and the big consumers. You will find, Sir, that economists have 
found that the imposition of this tax, if it takes 1 per cent, out of the 
moome of the richest man, it takes 60 per cent, out of the income of 
the poorest man. That is the verdict of economists who have bestowed 
their Attention to this. Now take one complete instance and you will 
find os to how the incidence of taxation will surely drive out trade from 
this province, and I require, Sir, the patience of the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister for a few^ninutes, to understand this proposition as 
to how it will work. Tlf&e for instance the case <pf retail dealers. 
There is a retail dealer for instance in the muf&sst^f whose sale does 
not exceed Rs. 50,000 ; he becomes an unregistered dealer. Now £s 
•oon as he purchases his goods from a person in Bengal, he has got td 
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pay §bt tax to the wholesale dealer from whom ue is j»urouus\ng. 
Now suppose he purchases goods . from a wholesale dealer 

worth Rs. 5,000, then at the rate of say 2 per v4fent. he 

will have to pay Rs. 75 or Its. 80 as lax. Now the wholesale dealer 
will certainly be able to charge this Rs. 80 from the retail dealer r 
because as it is a lump sum it has got to be paid as tax. Now take 
the instance of the retail dealer; that poor fellow is not going to sell 

the commodities in terms of hundreds or thousands, but he is to sell 

the commodities in terms of one piece or two pieoes or three pieoes. 
Now if that retail dealer sells to you a piece of dhoti worth Bs. 1-3-6, 
will you please tell me as to how it is possible for that small dealer to 
pass on this tax to you!' Even supposing that you raise the price by 
(I pice. What about the annas 3-6!' What proportion will it bear? 
Supposing that it is Re. 1-6 or Re. 1-10 and lie takes 2 pice on account 
of the tax, then it bears hard on the consumer, because instead of the 
consumer paying 2 per cent, tax or Re. 1-9 per cent, tax, he will have 
to pay more, because after all the retail dealer will have to realise the 
tax from the consumer and the consumer in certain cases will have to 


pay more and in other cases the retail dealer will not be able to pas* 
this tax on to the consumer as has been stated by the Ilon’ble the 
Fij^ance Minister. In support of this proposition of mine that, so fur 
as tlie salesj tax is ooncerned, it cannot be wholly passed to the 

consumer and a portion of it must lie borne b\ the retail dealer, I cite 
this authority. Sir, Mr. Alfred Gj Buchler has stated: “The proper 
role of the sales tax in the fiscal system appears to l>e that of emergency 
revenue to he resorted to only when normal services are inadequate. 
The so-called sales tax us a system of sales tax tends to be shifted to 
the consumers in the form of higher firice although sellers may resort 
to lowering the quality or quantity of taxed Articles at existing prices. 
The shifting of sales tax can be considered only in the light of variable 
conditions affecting production costs and demand for each commodity 
or service. If a sales tax is shifted to consumers, it is regressive in 
its effect, in that it falls most heavily upon the poorest consumers. If 
it is not shifted, as is frequently the case, they remain with the busi- 
ness as a charge on sales." 


Sir, with regard to the various provisions of this Bill, I would draw 
the attention of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to^this fact, that 
persons who are liable to taxation are those who purchase goods 
worth Rs. 10,000 from outside the province mostly. Why should they 
purchase in this province even goods worth Rs. 9,000 if they can go to 
the adjoining province of Bihar and purchase goods and sell them free 
of tax? In this manner the Bon’ble the Bin a nee. Minister will realise 
that this tax is bound to fail if every retaifffealer purchases goods 
worth oven Bs. 0,000 from an adjoining province and saves himself from 
the burden of this taxation. There will be hundreds and hundreds of 
retail dealers who will be bound to purchase commodities from outside 
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ill* iwovinoe, »nd if they purchase goods from outside the province, it 
tantamount to a loss of lakhs and lakhs of rupees to this pro* 
iriiiee. - 

Sir, so far as the iniquitous nature of this tax is concerned, I would 
draw the attention of the Hon’ hie the Finance Minister to three or four 
clauses. The first is the rate of taxation. With regard to that I 
would say: Let the Finance Minister proceed cautiously in this 
matter, and if he at all wants to impose this tax, he should start it 
with \ per cent, or half pice per rupee. Let him see the results os to 
how it affects taxation. After all, it is a new thing in this country! 
It has failed in* Bombay ; it has not been successful in Madras. You 
are embarking on a measure which is an absolutely new measure. Why 
should he not start cautiously instead of jeopardising the whole trade 
and commerce of this province? Then, Sir, it has been provided that 
once a man has been taxed, he will have to pay it for three years. 
This provision I have noticed nowhere, neither in the English Sales 
Tax Act, nor in Madras nor in Bombay. 

Then, Sir, so far as the other clauses are concerned, I do not think 
that I have got time to deal with them, but T say this, that so far as 
this Bill is concerned, it has got to he recommitted to the Select Com- 
mittee, where across the table they can discuss these propositions. It 
is very difficult to discuss these amendments on the floor of the House, 
because if one amendment is lost, Government think that they have 
lost the confidence of the House and that it is a vote of no confidence. 
Government rightly or wrongly insists upon the thing and gets it done, 
but if this Bill is recommitted to the Select Committee, they can think 
over these points well. 


Mr. W. A. M. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the 
European Party I oppose the motion for recommittal of this Bill to the 
Select Committee. 

My party consider this Bill lias been substantially improved in the 
Select Committee and congratulations are due to the members of the 
Select Committee and to the Hon’ hie Finance Minister for the good 
work they have done. 

Spwiking on the motion for reference to the Select Committee of 
this Bill, Mr. Sassoon stated that the European Party considered that 
the necessity for this tax had not been established and that we reserv- 
ed the right to oppose this Bill in its later stages, if we were not 
supplied wit^ facts and figures which definitely established that the 
additional taxation was necessary to balance the budget for this year 
or that there was additional expenditure required for completed schemes 
which were absolutely necessary. We also asked for certain assurances 
which the Hon’ble Finance Minister to a large extent was good 
enough to give us. In taking up this attitude, we were mainly 
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guided by tbe fact that India is at war and that it is therefore desirable 
to avoid, if possible, imposing any additional burden in the form of pro* 
vincdal taxation on the tax-payer in order that he should be able to 
meet tbe heavy demands imposed and likely to be imposed upon him 
by tbe Centre to finance the war effort. I would like to explain that 
in taking up this attitude we were not unmindful of the many crying 
needs of this province and that we did not for one moment mean to 
suggest that the progress in nation-building schemes must be suspended 
for tbe duration of the war. Nor could we be unmindful that in help- 
ing to keep the people of'this province peaceful and ooutented we would 
be making a material contribution to the war. What we did mean to 
suggest, however, and what I wish to emphasise now, is that war and 
the heavy burden that it will impose upon the tax-payer is a factor 
which the Provincial Government must take into account in consider- 
ing what is possible in the way of advance in nation-building. 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has now supplied us with a state- 
ment of the financial position. This statement shows that according 
to the revised estimates for 1940-41 there will he a deficit of Rs. 107 
lakhs. From this sum (as the Hon’ble Finance Minister has admitted)* 
in order to arrive at the recurring deficit, there should be deducted the 
sum of Rs. 30 lakhs representing non-recurring expenditure on jute 
which may be recoverable. If, moreover, it is the intention of Govern- 
ment to impose a separate tax on jute, then the expenditure on regis- 
tration, licensing and checking of jute which would he met out of a 
jute tax amounting to roughly Its. 24 lakhs per annum should he 
deducted, leaving a net deficit of roughly Hs. 53 lakhs to he met by 
the proposed sides tax. My party consider tlmt this statement estab- 
lishes the necessity for additional taxation. 

My party are aw*ore of the many objections to the sales tax as a 
form of taxation. It is cumbrous to collect, as a rule easy to evade, it 
tends to interfere with trade and industry, and it is regressive in 
character, that is, it does not take into account ability to pay. On tbe 
other hand, it is one of the few sources of revenue open to Provincial 
Governments w r hich is likely to yield a substantial revenue, and it has 
been widely adopted in Europe and in America. Moreover, Govern- 
ment and the Select Committee have endeavoured not without success 
to minimise the objections both as regards administration, evasion and 
interference with trade and indust rv and as regards the question of 
ability to pay. The list of exemptions has been extended in such a 
way as to make it incorrect to say, as my friend Mr. Sircar has said, 
that the tax will be a burden on the poorer sections of the population. 
In our opinion, the tax is now an equitable tax which will he paid by 
all sections of the people proportionately. 

On the motion for reference of this Bill to a Select Committee, Mr. 
Sassoon, on behalf of my party, stated that we considered that the 
rate of tax should be not more than 1 per cent. In this we were guided 
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by the fact that a 1 per cent, tax was estimated to yield 1 orore. The 
Select Committee have reduced the rate of tax from 2 per cent, to 1 *56 
per cent. They have at the same time considerably extended the list 
of exemptions from the tax so tflat it is now doubtful whether a IJ per 
cent, tax will yield 1 erore 50 lakhs. I have stated that according to 
the figures supplied to us by the Hon’ble Finance Minister, the recurring 
deficit to be met by the sales tax amounts roughly to 54 lakhs. We 
are prepared to agree, however, that this is not all that will have to be 
met. We agree that certain additional expenditure will be necessary, 
for example, in order to make progress w ith th# scheme for the introduc- 
tion of free primary education for which there is a widespread demand 
and also with the scheme for t he reorganization of the rural health 
services. 

We agree, moreover, that the province should have an adequate 
closing balance so that the finances of the province wull not be run on 
too narrow a margin and the credit of the province suffer accordingly. 
We do not agree, however, that the Government should have a large 
surplus fund at its disposal, even for the purpose of relieving the rather 
problematical aftermath of the war suggested to us by the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister. The existence of such a surplus w r ill make the exer- 
cise of strict financial control difficult, and l welcome the Finance 
Minister's assurances on this point. It will be difficult, in our opinion, 
to prevent such a surplus being frittered away on small schemes w r hich 
would he of no lasting benefit. We consider that funds should only be 
raised for nation-building schemes when the schemes are completed and 
the machinery for carrying them into execution has been properly 
worked out. 

My party have tabled an amendment to reduce the rate of tax from 
1*50 to 1 per cent. We consider, however, that for the reasons I have 
given, the Government have made out a case for U per cent, tax, and 
w*e do not therefore propose to move our amendment. We are, how- 
ever, opposed to any increase in the rate of tax which we consider is 
ample to meet the deficit as well us to meet any additional expenditure 
on necessary and completed nation-building schemes and to give the 
province an adequate closing balance. If the Government can at a 
future date establish the necessity for an increase in the rate, then 
let them come forward and do so, and they will find that my party 
would he prepared to give the matter very careful consideration. More- 
over, we would suggest that the Government should be satisfied with 
the present rate of tux until they know with certainty the yield from 
this tax and gained experience in its administration. 

With these words, Sir, I support the motion for consideration. 

MftUlvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Mr. Speaker, I support the 
motion moved by Mr. Banerji and hence I submit, Sir, that I am under 
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the painful necessity for the second time to oppose this taxation measure 
of the Government which has been brought to the verge of bankruptcy 
by mishandling the financial resources. No doubt, it is a matter for great 
regret not to show sympathy towards a body like the Government of 
Bengal when it is embarrassed for want of money. But in this parti- 
cular case, Sir, neither any honourable member of this House nor any 
responsible gentleman outside will show any sympathy towards the 
present Government, because everybody knows that originally the 
financial position of Bengal was not so bad as it is at present. When 
power came over to the present ministry from the old Government, 
near about a crore of rupees was at thin credit, but within this short 
period of four years this sum has been wasted and squandered. And 
not only that, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Finance without show- 
ing any remorse or any shame for that is going to present us a deficit 
budget and the funniest thing is that he laughs at. his own ignorance. 
For want of knowledge of controlling expenditure, he has brought this 
province to the verge of ruin. Sir. m> far back as 1JW8 I hinted that if 
this ministry were to enjoy their full term of office, the resull would be 
that more than half a dozen taxation measures would be imposed ou the 
province, while the countryside would suffer from want of money as 
well as of food. And this assertion of mine, we can all now foresee, is 
going to prove true, I think, in the very near future. This hint, I 
submit, Sir, I made knowingly after having carefully considered the 
composition of the ministry which, as it stands, could not hut mis- 
handle the finance of any province. Some of the Ministers are too well 
known for their prodigality; they have squandered away their personal 
resources and have now become disqualified proprietors of the court 
of wards; they have likewise squandered their ancestral resources if 
they had any. And now they have mishandled and squandered away 
the resources of this province 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May I rise on a point of 
personal explanation, Sir? I never had any ancestral nor any personal 
property, but whatever I may have had, I never squandered away my 
property. And I take responsibility for this taxation measure, and I 
think the honourable gentleman might refer his remarks upon me and 
not make any personal attacks on the other members of the ministry . 
I submit that such a personal attack upon other Ministers is out of 
order, and I request you to stop it. 

Maulwi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, I submit that the Hon’ble 
, Minister should not forget that it was he himself who had made per- 
sonal remarks and personal insinuations which led me to make some 
references. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhraw&rdy says that he did not 
squander away any paternal property he had inherited. That is good. 
So far as he is ooncerned, he will soon have his appropriate adjectives 
srhen I shall speak about Him. 
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Now, Sir, I submit that the financial position of this province is 
v«>ry bad, and I say it is due to the mishandling by the present ministry, 
and particularly by the Minister for Finance. My point is that the 
gentlemen who had been prodigal in handling their own resources 
having had control over the public exchequer have brought the 
country’s finance to the verge of ruin in order to satisfy their insatiable 
desire to squander away whatever money they could lay their hands on. 
And this has been only made possible because of the fact that the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy who may be termed an educated Bohemian 
has been placed in charge of the keys. Had it not been so, what is the 
justification for this ministry to bring forward this taxation measure? 
The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy speaks of nation-building activities in 
asking for this money; but may I ask him what nation-building work 
they have done during the last four years? May I draw the attention 
of this House to the fact that the projects which loomed large at the 
very start of this ministry are still remaining untouched? One of the 
problems of which the country was in crying need of solution was the 
abolition of the zemindari system without paying compensation to the 
zemindars and establishing proprietary right to the land of the culti- 
vators. May I ask what this ministry has done so far in the matter? 
Another insistent demand was the reduction of the present high rents 
of the tenants. Did the ministry ever make any attempt to do anything 
towards that end? The third thing which lias been before the ministry 
from the very beginning of their coming into power was the introduc- 
tion of free and compulsory primary education without taxation. It 
is a matter, Sir, which is still remaining unfulfilled and even untouched. 
Then, Sir, there were other promises which the ministry made at the 
time of entering into and forming a coalition. One such promise was 
to stop the collection of rents by means of the certificate procedure. 
Sir, they have only suspended the certificate procedure, but they dare 
not bring forward a Bill for the abolition of this system. Again, Sir, 
there is the question of reducing the salaries of highly paid officials of 
Government. The ministry has been showing their so-called activities 
in various directions, but may I ask what have they done with regard 
to the reduction of the cost of administration? Has anything been 
done in that direction? Rather, year after year, month after month, 
and day after day, the cost is going up higher and higher. Then, Sir, 
the public demand for the payment of the cost of village chaukidars 
and other establishments of that nature from the public exchequer has 
simply been unheeded to by the present ministry, and up till now not 
a farthing has been paid out of Government resources for this purpose. 
So far as the question of free medical treatment of villagers and of 
supplying pure drinking water to them is concerned, Sir, the position 
now is just what it had been before the present ministry came into 
power. With regard to the question of re-excavation of dead and dying 
and silted-up rivers which has for years past been a crying need of the 
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province and for which a law had been enacted by the previous Govern- 
ment for establishing a permanent Board of Waterways to give effect 
to this important project, nothing whatsoever has been done by the 
present ministry since they came into office four years ago. And, 
finally, I bring the all-important question of jute to the notice of the 
Hon’ble Minister. This jute problem, Sir, has been mishandled by the 
ministry more than any other problem. No doubt, they have toured 
far into the villages, but the haphazard way in which they have been 
dealing with the jute problem, the erroneous method they have adopted 
in the recording of jute figures, in a word, the ignorance which t hey 
have displayed in this matter has practically set the people to thinking 
that in the very near future a great famine may come upon us and sweep 
away a third of the people of the land like the terrible **( hlnattorrer 
Manwantar." 


Sir, these are some of the projects which the ministry on coming 
into office promised to fulfil, and while they have up till now done ab- 
solutely nothing, they have come forward with proposals for more 
money. And when we raised objections to his taxation measures, the 
Hon’ble Minister has only been good enough to make a speech, costing 
aspersions on us and saying that the oppositionists are opposing merely 
for opposition’s sake, and that they are neither patriots nor friends of 
the poor agriculturists. This reminds me, Sir, of a story in Jethrow 
Browne’s book called “Legislation” which runs thus: A Dalmatian 
robber caught hold of a man, asked money from him, and the latter 
tried to evade it somehow’ or other, but w’hen the robbers found out 
money from his pocket, the chieftain of the robbers cried out, “what 
liars these people are?” (Laughter.) This is the position taken up 
by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. He himself is playing the robber, 
and calling his victims unpatriotic. The men who are trying to save 
the poor people from his clutches ure termed unpatriotic, and what not I 
This is the way in which people who extort money from others behave 
before the public. They make a show as if they are doing everything 
for the good of the people. He has told us that he is not taxing the 
neceearies of the poor people, but I would draw' his attention to some 
particular things. Take for example the biri. Is it exempted? Is 
not biri consumed by the people and is it not one of their necessaries? 
Then what about match box? What about mill-made cloths, and 
what about umbrellas? What about cheap shoes? Are not all these 
things going to be taxed ? Then what about hooks ? Is it not the duty 
of Government to help people to get free education, cheap education? 
Is not the Hon ’hie the Finance Minister by this taxation measure 
trying to tax even the Holy Quoran and the Hadis ? (Cries of “Shame, 
shame” from the Opposition Benches.) Is the Holy Bible going to be 
•exempted? Can he say that he is exempting even the Gita and the 
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Bible and other religious books? (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhra- 
"wardy: That is better — say Gfta and Bible! That will fall more pro- 
perly from your lips.) These are some instances of his misdeeds and 
still shamelessly the Hon'ble the Finance Minister says that he is not 
taxing the pooV people? Then again he says that Government have 
made sufficient concessions. They have reduced the rate of taxation 
rand have done this and that. 

* Now, Sir, I would draw the attention of every member of this House 
to amendment No. 203 proposed by Mr. Shahabuddin, one of the spokes- 
men of this Government. He proposes the reinstatement of the 2 per 
.cent, tax which the Select Committee reduced to 1 pice per rupee. I 
say — and I fear, Sir, — that onoe an amefidmawit is proposed by 
Mr. Shahabuddin, Government is determined to get that through. 

Then, Sir, other things also should have been taken into considera- 
tion by Hon’ble the Finance Minister. If fs a broad fact that the 
prices of all materials including foodstuffs have gone up due to war 
conditions, and this Ministry lias voluntarily made it their duty to help 
the war efforts of the British Government. In the mufassal, 1 found 
that officers, especially executive officers from top to bottom, are 
running from door to door to collect war funds, and they are collecting 
vast amounts of money from the agriculturists and this by the pressure 
of their presence. When on account of the war condition^ the British 
Government is appealing for funds even from the poorest of the poor, 
this Government, in order to overburden the population, is bringing 
forward a taxation measure of this kind, to bring greater ruination to 
the country. 

(At this>«tage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment,) 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I can 
well understand the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy’s approach to the ques- 
tion that is now before us. He has indulged in antiqipatory raillery 
against the would-be oppositionists who will not agree to his proposi- 
tion ; and in the art of vilification, he is a past master. No one can 
endeavour to beat him, and I assuredly am not one who is 
going to emulate him in that dirty art. But, Sir, apart from 
the abuses in which he has indulged, what are the arguments that 
he has advanced in support of his proposal for the consideration 
of the Sales TaX Bill? Sir, no Government in the world would ask 
the Legislature to pass a taxation measure simply on trust. Every 
Government attempts to place before the* Legislature the relevant facts 
and figures and to convince the Legislature that without the proposed 
taxation, either administration would be impossible or necessary expen- 
diture could not be met. But here what do we seeP The Hon’bie 
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Mr. Sjlurawardy s first argument is that it is absolutely necessary in 
the interests of administration. But lie has not been able to prove 
by the facts and figures of his revised and supplementary estimates its 
necessity at all. The honourable member who is the Leader of the 
European Group has, however, come to his rescue. lie has been pleased 
to point out to the House that there is an estimated deficit of Its. 107 
lakhs and that the European members of this House are now satisfied 
with the facts and figures, bare figures though they are, that have been 
put forward by the Government and that on basis of the revised esti- 
mates of the current year alone they can with a clean conscience vote 
for a taxation measure of such immense proportion for all time to come. 
But, Sir, let us see what do the revised estimates of the present year 
disclose ? Undoubtedly it is true that there will be, according to the 
revised estimates, a deficit of Its. 107 lakhs. Bust how can one forget 
that much of t lie revised jtsjdimates of expenditure is of a non-recurring 
character? There will be no large and permanent addition to the 
budget at all. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Why? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Are we going to be 
told that Its. 00,00,000 — Loans and advances to the Provincial Co- 
operative Baqk — which figures as the largest item in the Supplementary 
Demands, is going to be a permanent feature of the budget? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY s That is outside the 
figure of Its. 107 lakhs* 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Admit it. So we have 
got to take off Its. 00 lakhs from the supplementary demands. And on 
the Revenue Account much of the amount of Its. 107 lakhs, again, is 
not of a recurring character and will not be repeated or will be 
recovered. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I am not going to 
give way to the Honble Mr. Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: If you want to mislead 
yourself, you can do so, but I only wanted to put you right. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The Hon’ble Minister 
baa misled the House sufficiently, and I am going icf disabuse the House 
pi all bis misstatements. 
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Tl»i Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: You are arguing oh a 
wrong premise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, my position is that 
much of the extra e^enditure which is responsible for the deficit of 
Rs. 107 lakhs which appears in the revised estimates and much of the 
Supplementary Demands are of a non-recurring character. Those 
figures do not mean any large and permanent addition to the budget. 
Apart from Rs. 60 lakhs which represents loans and advances to the 
Provincial Co-operative Bank 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY; Rs. GO lakhs is not 
included iy that Rs. 107 lakhs. 

r 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I am coming to the 
deficit figure of 107 lakhs presently. Now rim dealing with the Supple- 
mentary Budget. That is included in the budget", though not on the 
Revenue Account. Even taking the Revenue Account, Rs. 55 lakhs we 
see is going to be spent on agriculture. Of this Rs. 55 lakhs, Rs. 30 
lakhs have been spent on jute purchases. Is that money not going to 
be recovered ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No 

(Laughter from the Congress Benches.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: There is another big 
item of Rs. 13, or Rs, 14, or Rs. 15 lakhs for Recording of jute lands. 
Is that going to be another recurring feature? Surely not for many 
years: it may be for one year or two. You cannot say that it is going 
to be a permanent feature. 

Then, take the item of police. Of Its. 5,80,000, as much us Rs. 3 
lakhs and more are for temporary police and war purposes. That is the 
only explanation that is offered in the Supplementary Estimates. That 
is not going to be a permanent addition if the statement has to be 
believed. I, therefore^fubmit that so far as the revised estimate for the 
current year is concerned, it does not stand scrutiny, and it cannot be 
a substantial argument in favour of the imposition of a sales tax to 
the tune of Rs. 2 crores. 

Then, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister has asked us to believe 
that all these figures are not estimates, but actuals. What do we see? 
Even in the revised estimates we see that the total receipts on the 
Revenue Account will be Rs. 13,78 lakhs instead of the original estimate 
of Rs. 13,97 lakhs. What was the revised estimate regarding last 
year? Regarding the last year, at the budget time, the Government 
said that the total revenue receipts in 1939-40* would be Rs. 14,02 lakhs. 
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Now we find from the actuals that the total amount of receipts for last 
year has been Rs. 14,31 lakhs, i.e.. instead of a deterioration an 
improvement to the extent of about Rs. 29 lakhs so far ns the actuals 
are concerned. Who can assure us that the position will not actually 
be better so far as 1940-41 is concerned, and that thefe will be no such 
improvement as in 1939-40? On closer examination of the revenue 
account, what do we see? Under the head “Customs” alone we are 
going to lose Rs. 45 lakhs as per revised estimate, but in spite of that 
we are going to have a deterioration on the whole of only Rs. 19 lakhs. 
Other sources have looked up and are looking up. Therefore, we can- 
not take Rs. 13,78 lakhs as the final figure of our total receipts in the 
current year. *So far as the next year’s budget is concerned, one does 
not know what will be the deficit. All ♦ hat the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister has told us is that extra expenditure this year will deplete the 
current year’s closing balance, and that it will be a great strain on 
that closing balance to meet tbe coming vear’s deficit. That is simply 
a statement and a conjecture. That is no more than a guess and not 
at all substantiated by figures. It is just for that reason t hat. I propose 
in my amendment that the Kill he referred to the Select Committee, so 
that the Select Committee may peruse the next budget figures and after 
seeing tbe next budget figures come to their considered opinion as to 
whether the proposed sales tax is necessary or not or. if necessary, to 
what extent. 

Then again, Sir, the Rou ble Finance Minister experts us to believe 
that the Government would spend the new money in nution-huilding 
activities. Hut the onl\ purpose of new taxation that was disclosed 
iu his financial statement last Fehruan was that he intended to impose 
new taxes simply to build up teserves against post-war depression. 
That was the only object that was stated in his Kudget Speech, and 
now to catch the imagination of the House he i* promising us a Bengal 
which will flow with milk and honey if this taxation measure be passed. 
But who does not know that the Government had a pretty large balance 
when they started to work? The N ieme\ er Award gave them at least 
Rs. 3 crores of extra revenue, but how did this Government utilise those 
resources? Ijet us see the achievements of the first \ear of this Govern- 
ment as described in tbe Report of the Public Accounts Committee on 
Appropriation Accounts for the year 1937-38. I am quoting from a 
document that cannot be challenged by any section of this House as the 
report has been subscribed te-by representatives of all sections of the 
House and even by the then Finance Minister. In thegeport you will find 
these observations recorded by the committee, viz. — “We notice some 
instances in which lump provisions included in the budget could not be 
utilised during the year. This was due to 4b» absence of detailed 
schemes. In our opinion lump provisions shotild not be included in 
.the budget for schemes the details of which have not been fully worked 
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out, although we realise that this may be unavoidable in very exceptional 
cases.’' Again they say, “We notice large savings under the heads 
Public Health, Medical and Industries.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY : In 1938-39? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Wait, wait, let me 
finish 1937-38 first. The Committee continue “Effort should be made 
to utilise the budget provisions under such heads without sacrificing 
the efficiency.” 

So, there was no dearth of mone> in 1938, there was dearth of 
schemes; and the persons who were responsible for dearth of schemes 
are now coming forward and accusing us of vacuity of our mind. Take, 
again, the particular head of “Irrigation.” “Tinder Irrigation and 
Civil Works,” observe the Committee, “we come across several 
schemes which could not be fully carried out owing to delay in the 
preparation of detailed schemes and in respect of sanction, etc.” 
This was, Sir, the first year’s achievement in nation-building. The 
financial record of the first year’s administration completely proves that 
no Government in this world came to their office with so vacuous a mind 
in respect of new schemes as the present Government of Bengal. 

Now, let us pass on to the report for 1938-39 — the lteport of the 
Public Accounts Committee 1 mean. This is the report that has been 
ugain subscribed to not only by representatives of all sections of the 
House, but even by the present Finance Minister who a minute ago 
was so much anxious to hear the facts about 1938-39, and, Sir, we 
come across these observations in the report — this report was presented 
only the other day — “We observe an unusually large percentage of 
savings —under heads Irrigation 22(>, Agriculture 18*2, Industries 15T, 
Public Health 13*3 . In our previous report we recommended that efforts 
should be made to utilise the budget provisions under such heads with- 
out sacrificing efficiency. We repeat the recommendation that we made 
last year that money voted by the Legislature for nation-building activi- 
ties should be properly utilised in future.” 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, I hope you will kindly allow me to speak for at least five 
minutes more. 

Mr. 8PEAI0IR: Just try to finish your speech as early as possible. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI*. All right, Sir. 

This shows that iu jthe second year also there was no dearth of 
money, but there was again dearth of schemes, and the budget provi- 
sions could not be sufficiently utilised because the* Government of 
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Bengal could not produce any mature schemes ready for execution. 
And still Mr. Walker thinks that mature schemes ready for execution 
will be forthcoming as soon as the Sales Tax Bill is passed with the 
blessings of his group. 

Sir, I have one point more. My proposal is that we should recommit 
this Bill to the Select Committee for two reasons —first of all, to 
ascertain whether any big taxation measure as the sales tax i* necessary 
or not, and secondly if additional funds are necessary, to what extent. 
I am not going to put forward the argument — it will be too late in the 
day to argue indeed — that Government cannot resort to sales tax. They 
have resorted to sales tax in other countries to balance the budget in 
emergencies. But the necessity for this taxation measure here and 
now must be proved, and unless that is proved, we are not going to 
take the Government, at least this Government, in trust. 


Mr. FARHAD REZA CHOUDHURY: Sir, the question be now 
put. 

(On Roi Harendra Nath Chaudburi concluding bis speech, 
Mr. Niharendu l)utta Mazumdar rose on his feet, but Mr. Speaker 
called the Hon'ble Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy for making his reply.) 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, may 1 have this 
opportunity to speak on this very important subject? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 have given opportunities to all sections of the 
House to speak, but now that the closure motion has been moved, my 
difficulty is that I cannot further continue the debate without putting 
that motion first. 1 think it is the duty of party members to arrange 
beforehand in consultation with their respective whips as to which of 
the party members would speak. If that is done and I am informed 
beforehand, it would help me much. Moreover, when the closure 
motion has been put after ample opportunities have been given to all 
the parties, my difficulty is that I cannot unduly prolong the debate. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the fact that 
Mr. Dutta Mazumdar belongs to a special constituency, it is but meet 
and proper that the section of the people whom be represents should 
be given an opportunity to express their view-point through him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that view’, Mr. DitiUt Jfazumdar, I am allow- 
ing you to speak, but 1 would request you to finish your speech in five 
minutes. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Thank Sir. I 
shall try my best to finish within the time that you ha$£ been kind 
enough to allow me. f * * 

Sir, I rise to oppose the consideration of this Bilpand, therefore, 
support the motion for recommittal. Sir, at this stage members of 
this House have got the report of the Select Committee. I find at a 
glance of the report that no less than five out of the nine members of 
the Select Committee have submitted minutes of dissent on points 
which are fundamentally basic objections to a measure of this kind. 
I understand that a sixth member has also submitted his minute of 
dissent. Now, Sir, I ask if out of a Select Committee of nine members 
six have come forward raising fundamental objections to this Bill, and 
raising points which are weighty and worthy of consideration, then is 
it not only reasonable and fuir to ask that the Bill should be recom- 
mitted to the same Select Committee for reconsideration? Sir, 
irrespective of parties and groups in this House, ranging from the 
Opposition and the Coalition alike to the privileged European Party, 
all have for once, at least, sung a chorus of disapproval in respect of 
this measure on very fundamental points. This is a fact worth con- 
sidering. Here, Sir, I cannot help mentioning that with amazement 
I watched the honourable the Leader of the European Party performing 
an amazing feat. In that wonderful and spectacular somersault which 
he has demonstrated before this House to-day, probably no part of his 
limbs suffered dislocation except bis conscience which, naturally flexible 
as it is, he tried to fortify by a hesitantly written speech, hut read out 
very well with all the qualities of eloquence and elocution and trying 
to put up arguments which would he poor consolation to anybody but 
himself and probably the Hon’ble the Finance Minister who now stands 
so much in need of sympathy, having, in his vacuous state of mind, 
only given out howls and shrieks and screams in his all-round con- 
demnation of all who might dare to oppose. Probably he was too well 
aware of the weakness of his case and tried to make up for his deficiencies 
by being abusive in anticipation of his critics. He has only drawn the 
attention of this House, for once, let us say, with approval, to the point 
which has been raised by Sir Henry Birkmyre that there should be no 
such measure unless definitely completed and absolutely necessary 
schemes have been produced before the House. The Hon’ble Minister 
has all the time tried to advance the plea of nation-building as warrant- 
ing this measure. What, after all, Sir, are the constituents of nation- 
buihling? If you bring in the plea of nation-building, you must build 
the nation economically, culturally and morally. For the work of 
nation-building there must be a comprehensive and well thoughtout 
plan. TV here is that plan? We understood, when months ago this 
measure was first introduced, that the Hon’ble Finance Minister would 
oome before the House with the report of the Select .Committee and a 
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scheme weft, formulated. Iu formulating 1 that scheme he would take 
all sections ill this House into confidence. That scheme would be first 
put forward before he came up to the House. Instead of coming 
forward with anpro&nts of abuses he would actually try to convince 
this House by a<mncing schemes which would justify additional expen- 
diture and taxation. Sir, here it is worthwhile noting that this 
Government which started with a huge surplus failed, in the course of 
the last four years, even to spend a reasonable amount with a view to 
formulate a scheme of nation-building. A Government which has 
consistently for the last four years neglected even formulating any 
scheme of nation-building comes forward at this fag-end of the dn\ in 
the name of nation-building with new taxation measures. Sir, we 
have seen how Government revenues have been wasted time and again. 
It is time for this House to paUM* and raise the question— Gan this 
House take the responsibility of passing a measure of taxation of this 
nature and placing huge sums at the disposal of this Government, 
particularly, at the disposal of the Iion’ble Finance Minister, without 
any scheme whatsoever, on a mere word of trust, on dreams of nut ion- 
building, but in actual practice to see the money evaporating all the 
while in the wastes of planlessiiexs? 


Sir, Mr. Walker, again and again, with not insignificant emphasis, 
pointed out that at the time of war it was necessary to have this taxa- 
tion, and lie was satisfied that this measure is justified. Would it be 
out of place. Sir, to ask Mr. Walker: Was there a quid pro quo arrange- 
ment between the Hon’ble Finance Minister and himself P How much 
did the Hon’ble Finance Minister promise him to advance by hook or 
by crook at a later date, springing a surprise on this House, for war 
purposes? Was there no backdoor arrangement of this kind? Would 
it be altogether out of place to ask that? Mr. Walker stated that 
India is at war. 1 think Mr. Walker would have done greater justice 
to truth if he had said that the Government of India, which can 
please itself without any reference to the wishes of the Indian people, 
is at war. The Government of India is at war with the Indian people 
and with the enemy on the front. With the people in the rear and 
the enemy in the front, sandwiched between the two fronts of war, 
Mr. Walker comes forward and supports the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
who comes forward in this House, on the plea of nation-building, for 
taxation measures and for further draining of the meagre resources 
of the people. Mr. Suhrawardy gave the example of a man buying 
about three pieces of cloth a year and asked why should he grumble if 
he has to pay another pice in a rupee. Sir, may I ask Mr. Suhrawardy, 
does he not’know that there are lakhs and lakhs of people in this country 
who can ill-afford to buy even three pieces of cloth a year and for want 
of that cloth have to go naked, starving and hungry? When after this 
you come forward and say that he will have to pay only an additional 
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pice, it is nothing short of an example of the actions of the Dalmatian 
robber which my friend Mr. Sarkar so ably cited. I ask Mr. Suhrawardy 
to consider why did he not acme forward with a straightforward 
measure of taxation on luxury, straightforward measure of taxation on 
inheritance, to levy death duties on people who leave huge assets? 
Why does he not come forward with a measure of taxation of export of 
capital? Why does he not calculate and take into account the huge 
assets with which the foreign traders from this country go back to 
their own lands after having amassed huge fortunes? If he had done 
that, it would have left us some resources for nation-building work. 
Let Mr. Suhrawardy come forward with a measure of this kind, and lie 
will get the whole House as his ally instead of seeking his much harass- 
ed friend, the Leader of the European Group, sandwiched between the 
bombardments of the Germans on the one side and the menace of the 
Russians on the other. Let the mem hers of the European Group save 
themselves first before they give their support to this Bill of taxation 
on pretext of building our nation. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, 1 feel that I cannot 
accept the bait which has been offered by Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazum- 
dar. I do not think that whatever service I may render to the people, 
whatever good I may have done to the people of this province, I shall 
ever get his support, and I must he content to do without it. 

Sir, before I reply to the points which have been raised in the 
course of the speeches, I must express my regret to those members of 
the Opposition — I believe they were in the Opposition— who interrupt- 
ed me in the course of my first speech and whom I addressed as possess- 
ing vacuous minds. I uni worn that the provocation which they offered 
me led me to make that remark. This is all that I can say. I directed 
my remarks to those only who interrupted me, and I hope that the 
members of the Opposition will not invite that remark again by interrup- 
ing me. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE. The members of the Opposition 
treated that remark with contempt. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose is interrupting me. 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA B08E. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
should not forget what he did when ltai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri waa 
speaking. 
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Tht Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose is again interrupting me. As I said. Sir, I offer my regret to 
those honourable members. If that remark has stung them to that 
extent, I am very sorry. 

Sir, it has been stated by the honourable gentlemen opposite that 
under tbe Niemeyer Award we had three erores of rupees at our disposal. 
I pointed out on the last occasion and T repeat I hut after checking the 
figures very carefully and after rechecking budget after budget we 
have ascertained that the sole sum of money available to this Govern- 
ment as a recurring expenditure was Rs. (if) lakhs per year and no more — 
not Rs. 3 erores; and the sooner my friends opposite disabuse them- 
selves of the notion that we hud un enormous sum of money to spend, 
the more informed will he the criticism that the\ will he able to level 
against Government. Out of these tio lakhs, I have pointed out that 
nearly every farthing has been spent on nation-building departments. 
The Education Department alone is responsible for Rs. do lakhs, the 
Debt Conciliation Boards for Rs. lakhs; the Public Health and 
Medical and various other departments being responsible for the 
balance. Therefore, I do not think that we have been guilty of great 
extravagance, and that we have been spending our money in an un- 
pardonable manner. 

Sir, 1 join issue with Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanya! when he says that 
this tux is a most hated and dreaded thing. It is nothing of the kind. 
It all depends on how m\ friends misrepresent the tax to the people. I 
have also addressed vast crowds, possibly vaster crowds than has fallen 
to the lot of my friend Mr. Sanval to address, and to them I have 
explained the meaning of this tax, and I have warned them also of the 
fact that they will have to pay the tax. I have also given them the 
assurance which I gave this afternoon, that this money will he spent 
on nation-building departments and there are schemes available and 
that it is no use referring to the public accounts of 19*18-39 and 1939-40; 
and everywhere this tax has received the support of the audience. 
One being major scheme, namely, primary education, is ready. Nobody 
can deny that it is not ready. Nohodv can deny, too, that if it is to be 
put into operation in all the districts it will cost us Rs. 1,37,00,000 
recurring. To turn round now and say that no scheme is ready and 
that this money cannot he spent is not correct. There are many 
schemes which we could have proceeded with, but we did not do so, 
because we did not know’ where the money was to come from. Take 
the tuberculosis scheme which we are considering. Big central insti- 
tutions with training facilities in the five divisions, tuWrculosis 
hospitals and aftercare institutions in the various places — all these 
require money. It is no use taking up a scheme pf that nature unless 
we know that the money is forthcoming. Even now when there is 
such great pressure for money, it is being opposed by a section of the 
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House who, if I may repeat, have little right to call themselves friends 
of the people. They tell us “where is the water-supply, give us water- 
supply/ , “Give us free and compulsory primary education” says one 
honourable member. Does he now know that free and compulsory 
primary education cannot be had unless we have Rs. 3 crores recurring, 
and no Government in Bengal has ever had Rs. 3 crores recurring to 
spend on primary education. What is the use of talking about these 
things without providing us with the money to spend on them? Surely 
they are not friends of the poor people if they turn down this taxation 
measure which is absolutely essential if we are to carry on. It is said 
that I should be ashamed of the deficit with which the budget is faced. 
We are not ashamed of it — rather we are proud of it because this deficit 
shows that we are constantly thinking out newer and fresher schemes 
for the benefit of the province, and constantly developing our nation- 
building activities. This deficit is exactly what the financiers opposite 
required as a prerequisite — they say, first have a deficit and then come 
up for taxation. I have said that the deficit which we have at the 
present moment is a deficit which we have incurred on nation-building 
departments. So why should we be ashamed of it P I will prove to 
the hilt when I place the budget before you that our new expenditure 
is almost completely due to the nation-building departments (Cries of 
“Question, question” from Opposition Benches.) and I hope at that 
moment, the honourable members opposite will feel ashamed of them- 
selves. 

Again, Sir, we have been told that we should retrench. Sir, we 
have retrenched as much as possible; as I have pointed out over and 
over again, the late Government retrenched to the last bone, and I 
am still re-exumining further avenues of retrenchment. You cannot 
retrench in a day, nor can you put forward schemes which will enable 
us to save any money commensurate with our requirements. My 
friends there are now saying that Ministers and members should also 
have their emoluments retrenched. Now, this is the first time that the 
honourable members associate themselves with the Ministers. But I 
maintain — though 1 will consider this question — that the members of 
this House well deserve the emoluments which have been allotted to 
them. I know of many members who have devoted themselves honestly 
and sincerely to the service of the country, and I know of many 
Ministers who have done the same thing (Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar: 
You are oiling your own machiue!) and who have possibly disdained 
better prospects than is afforded by being a Minister with such an 
opposition in this House. But the question may be considered 
if my friends are unanimous upon this point. 

Sir, Mr. Jalan is continuously harping on the deficiencies of a 
general sales tax bill. His criticisms have not been convincing, 
because he is still under the delusion that this is a general sales tax. 
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He rill insist on calling this a general sales tax. He will quote 
remarks levelled against a general sales tax. This is not a general sales 
tax. It is a one-point tax on turnover with certain exemptions. This 
is not a general sales tax, I repeat, and my friends who have studied 
this question will find ample material to differentiate this tax from what 
is known as a general sales tax. He has quoted certain statements. 
He has quoted the ex-Finance Minister, my honourable friend Mr. 
Nalini Ranjan Sarker. My friend Mr. Nalini ltanjan Sarker has 
admitted on the floor of t he House that he himself, while he was in 
office, initiated this measure, at any rate the consideration of some 
form of sales tax. He was probably thinking of a general sales tax. 
1 have given him a sales tax which is much better and yet Mr. Sarker, 
vhen out of office, makes a statement which I think, will have to be 
taken with a grain of salt. I would like to see what statement Mr. 
Sarker would have made had he sponsored this Finance Bill and placed 
it before the House. 

Sir, I am grateful for the speech of Mr. Walker: in particular I am 
grateful for the opinion of his party, that they never meant to suggest 
that nation-building work must be suspended during the progress of 
the war. On the last occasion when I beard a speech from that section 
of the House, I had occasion to remark that it sounded very much like 
an expression of opinion that as long as the war lasted nation-building 
work should be suspended. I am glad to be able to retract that opinion 
now, and I hope that in our efforts to improve nation-building services, 
Mr. Walker and his group will support us in the fullest measure. 
(Mr. Surkndha Nath Biswas: What is the reply to Sir Henry 
Birkinyre? ) As I have said before, I do not quite agree with the 
opinion that Government should not have a big surplus or a big closing 
balance. Unfortunately the financial position of this Government is 
such that we are not likely to have a large surplus; but 1 wish that I 
bad a large surplus, because I am confident myself that even if we bad 
a large surplus we shall bo able to control our purse satisfactorily. If 
1 was not so confident, I would have agreed that a large surplus was 
dangerous. But, Sir, I am not afraid of it. On the other hand, it 
gives encouragement to us to go in for larger measures of nation- 
building and, as I said on the last occasion, to do things in a big way 
and not to tinker with small projects. Small surpluses do not give 
that encouragement to those who are anxious to do something for the 
.people and to conceive things in a big way. It has its psychological 
effects of depression. 

I think, Sir, I have met all the points that have been raised by the 
honourable ‘members. Before I sit down I will request them to 
consider the realities of the situation. I do not admit that we have 
mishandled our resources. But the fact remains that there is a big 
deficit this year which has made it necessary for us to draw so much on 
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the closing balance that what is left of the closing balance will not be 
sufficient to meet the deficit next year, and this taxation is absolutely 
imperative. We have on this Occasion not merely to meet a recurring 
deficit which Mr. Walker has calculated at Rs. 54 lakhs, but to which 
I may add another 25 lakhs totalling Rs. 78/79 lakhs, because up till 
now the jute tax has not been placed before the House. We have not 
only to meet this deficit, but we have this year added considerable 
sums of money to the various nation-building services, and I hope the 
House will be satisfied when the budget will be placed before it. This 
means that our deficit will be much more considerable than will appear 
merely on a consideration of this year’s deficit. The ball must be kept 
rolling. Year after year more and more money must be spent on 
nai ion-building departments if we have to progress. If this year there 
is a deficit of Rs. 78 lakhs, you maj rest assured that there will be 
considerably more next year, and you have got to take it not merely 
on trust but the necessities of the situation must compel you to accept 
ibis as a statement of fact. Every year any Government, if they 
propose to remain in power, must go on adding to the nation-building 
departments, and in that view, Sir, I hope I shall have the support of 
all sections of the House in the consideration of this Bill. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) 
Bill, 1941, be recommitted to the same Select (’ommittee with instruc- 
tions to submit their report and that the quorum of the Select Committee 
be fixed at five, was then put and a division taken, with the following 
result : — 


AYES — 54. 


AMal Walitt Mattel. 

AN Heuain tarkar, Maalvl. 

Akal Fail, Mr. Mt. 

Akmat Khan, Mr. kyat. 
Atlmuttln Ah mat, Mr. 

•aaarjl, Mr. p. 

Baaarjt, Mr. latya Prlya. 

Barman, Baku Shyana Praaat. 
Bait, Mr. aantath Kumar. 
Bhawmlk, Or. BaMnta Okaatra. 
Btearaa, Mr. tarantra Natk. 

Bata, Mr. karat Okaatra. 
Okakrakarty, Mr. Jattatra Natk. 
Bkaatkart, Hal Mareatra Natk. 
Oat tapta, Bake K h agent ra Natk. 
Oatal, Mr. Nareatra Natk. 

Datta Qepta, Mica Mira. 

Datta Maaamtar, Mr. Mkareata. 
iMtatai Hapaa, KatL 
ifcaaa, Mr. Atai Krtakaa. 

•apta, Mr. tageak Okaatra. 
tapta, Mr. 4. N. 

Naaaa AH Mewdkery, Mr. lyat. 
4aUa, Mr. I. 0. 

Ami ah Maja attar, Maatvi. 
Kkaftan, Mr. OaM Praaat. 

Kkaa, Mr. P akiatra UK 


Kumar, Mr. Atal Okaatra. 

Kaata, Mr. NUkttha Natk. 

Maltra, Mr. karaatra Makan. 
Majamdar, Mr», Hamaprava. 

Mai, Mr. Itwar Okaatra. 

Mantal, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 

Maatal, Mr. tagaatra Natk. 

Mantal, Mr. Kriakaa Praaat. 
Maniranman luamakadl, Maalaaa Mt. 
Mapkal Hataln, Mr. 

Makcr)aa, Mr. Tarakaatk, M.B.E. 
Matlick, Crljat Atfcataak. 

Naakar, Mr. Ham Okaatra. 

Rtmtaattia Akmat, Mr. 

Kay, Mr. Ok an Okaatra. 

Kay, Mr. Klraa kaafcar. 

Kay, Hr. K talari Pati. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatka Balk, 
taayal, Mr. laaaaka lakkar. 
laa, Mr. Atal Okaatra. 
laa, km Bakatar tagaak Okaatra. 
kaa-Kapta, Mn. NaWa. 

IkaketaN, Mr. 
kkamaattia Akmat, Mr. M. 

Itagka, Baka Kskatra Natk. 
liaka, trijet Maalatra Bkaaaa. 

WaHar Rakmaa, M a a P ri . 
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AM* Mafcte Vttomwfarlt Maalvi MS. 

AMM HmuM, Mr. A. M. 

AMvJ NmM Stall, Maihrl. 

AMS M«|iS, Maalvi 
AM«I Wahil Kbaa, Mr. 

AbSaBa-AI MabaaaS, Mr. 

AMar Rainaa, Ktaa BataSar A. F. M. 

AbSar RaaebiS MabaiaaS, Mr. 

AMar RaataaS, Hiatal MS. 

AMar Raaf, Kbaa BataSar Maalal I. 

AMar Raaf, Ktaa RataSar Stab. 

AMar Raazak, Maalvi. 

AMas SbabaM, Maatal MS. 

Abat Haiblai, Maalal. 

Abal Qaaaaai, Maalal. 

Aftab All, Mr. 

AbaiM Haaaia, Mr. 

AlfaaaSSia AbaiM, Kbaa RahaSar Maalal. 
AariaaHab, Kbaa Sahib Maalal. 

Aailr All Mia, Maalal MS. 

Aabrafali, Mr. M. 

AalM H twain Kbaa, Kbaa BataSar Maalal. 
Axbar All, Maalal. 

BaSraSSaJa, Mr. SyM. 

Bbrkwyrv, Sir Haary Bart. 

OblfBaaSala, Mr. 4 . W. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Oat, Mr. Aaakal ObaaSra. 

Oat, Rai Sablb Klrtt Bbataa. 

RarhaS Raaa ObaarSbary, Mr. M. 

Farbot Baaa Kbaaaia, Bagaa. 

Fallal QaaSIr, Kbaa BabaSar Maalvi. 

Faalar Rabaaa, Mr. (Daaca). 

BlaSSiag, Mr. 0. 

BrHBtbt, Mr. 0. 

ByaaaSSia A bn at Obaasbary, AlbMJ. 
HaWballab, tba Maa'Ma Naarab BabMar K., at 
Oaaaa. 

HaSaaSSIa CbaaSbary. Maalvi. 

NaaMaSSIa AbaaS, Ktaa Sablb. 
Maaaaaasaaaa, Maalvi MS. 

Naabaa All Kbaa, Kbaa BabMar Maalvi. 
Haalaa Martbta, Hr*., M.B.C. 

Hatoaatly SaaaSar, Kbaa Sablb Maalvi. 
Haarkiags, Mr. R. S. 

H ayaraaS , Mr. Ragan. 


Hlrtnl, Mr. M. A. F. 

SaaiaaSSIa AbaaS, Kbaa Sablb Maalvi 
KabJraSSia Kbaa, Kbaa BataSar Maalvi. 
Kuaa All Mirza, SabibtaSa Kaaraa Sab SyaS. 
KaaaaSy, Mr. I. B. 

MtBragar, Mr. B. B. 

Magalra, Mr. L. T. 

MaaSal, Mr. Saga! Obtain. 

MaalraSSIn AkbaaS, Maalvi. 

MUt«, Mr. S. W. 

M argil, Mr. B., O.I.C. 

Malta All Mai lab, Maalvi. M. 

MabaaaaS Ataai Kbaa BataSar Maalvi SyaS. 
MubaaaaS liraii, Maalvi. 

MabaaaaS tiSSi'ai, Kbaa BabMar Dr. SyaS. 
MabaaaiaS Salaiaaa, Kbaa Sablb Maalvi. 
Mubarraff Nat win, tb* Haa'Mt Naarab, Kbaa 
BabaSar. 

Mattagaartal Hagat, Mr. SyaS. 

Hasarallab, NaarabtaSa K. 

NaiiaaSSia, tba Haa’Ma Kbwaja Sir, K.O.t.K. 
Nartaa, Mr. H. It. 

Baikal, tba Haa'Ma Mr. Fraaaaaa Dab. 

Razaar Rabnaa Kbaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. DbaaaaJaj. 

SMaraSSla AbMtS, Mr. 

SaSrMSia AbnaS, HaJI. 

Sababa-Alam, Mr. SyM. 

SaaaaHab, AI-HaSJ Maalaaa Dr. 

Sarkar, Baba MMhataSaa. 

Saaaaaa, Mr. R. M. 

Stra)al lalaw, Mr. 

; SbababaSSIa, Mr. Kbarala, O.B.I. 

I Sinclair, Mr. S. F. 

SlrSar, Baba Utta MaaSa. 
lamb, Mr. H. Bra Mat 
Stavaa, Mr. S. W. R. 

SabrawarSy, tba Haa Ma Mr. H. S. 

SyWtr, Mr. S. H. 

TaaiisaSSia Kbaa, tba Mta'Ma Mr. 

Tatal AbnaS ObaMbary, Maalvi Ha)l. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WblUbaaS, Mr. R. B. 

Yaatal Ml rza. 

Yaaaf All ObaaSbary, Mr. 

Zabar AbaiM ObaMbary, Maalvi. 


The Area being 54 and the Noes 00, the motion was lost. 

The original motion of the Hon’ble Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy that the 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941, os reported by the Select 
Committee, be taken into consideration, was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment 

The House was adjourned at 7-5 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 
lOtli February, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



[ 10th Fbb.„ 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assemble House. Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 10th February, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 184 Members. 


Obituary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, the House must be grieved 
to learn the sudden death of Mr. Surendra Mohan Moitra who repre- 
sented the North Bengal Municipal (General) constituency. He was a 
member of this House from the beginning of the new Constitution, and 
his manner and temperament were such that won the heart and admira- 
tion of all. I am sure it is the desire of the House that the deepest 
condolence on our behalf should be conveyed to the bereaved family and 
I hope, ladies and gentlemen, you will kindly rise in your seats in order 
to express your sense of condolence. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 

Following the established convention when a sitting member dies 
while the House is in session, I feel we should adjourn the House 
to-day. 


Adjournment. 

The House was adjourned at 4-47 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 
11th February, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



QUESTIONS. 


175 


1941.J; 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly .House, Calcutta, on Tuesday*, 
the 11th February, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'hlp Sir Miuammad Azizul •Hamik, c.ix, 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Htm’hle Ministers and 204 members. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: r have just been informed by the Hon’ hie Chief 
Minister that there are certain matters which they are considering in 
connection with the Sales Tax Bill and Unit he and others would he 
here in about 15 minutes’ time. In the ordinary course, I would not 
have accommodated him, but in view of ihe special nature of the dis- 
cussions on the Bill pending before the House, I think it would pro- 
bably be better to adjourn the House for 15 or 20 minutes to give them 
a chance to come to an agreement. 

. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I hope that there 
would be no curtailment of the time available for putting supple- 
mentary questions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Under the rule*., the time allotted for questions, 
is one hour. 

(The House was then adjourned for 20 minutes.) 

(After adjournment . ) 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

R even in receipt* of Government amt expenditure incurred under now 

aohemee. 

•ST. R*i HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state— 

(a) the actuate of revenue receipts during — 

(i) 1939-40, 

(it) the* first nine months of 1940-41, and 
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the revised estimates of receipts for the whole financial 
year 1940-41 un<Jer the following heads of revenue: — 

(1) Customs, 

(2) Income-tax, 

63) Land Revenue, 

(4) Excise, 

(5) Stamps, 

(6) Forest, 

(7) Other taxes and duties, 

(8) Industries, aud 

(9) Miscellaneous; 

(h) the new schemes undertaken by the Government since 1938; 
and 

(c) the actual expenditure incurred in pursuance thereof during 
1938-39, 1939-40 and 1940-41? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): (a) (t) Rs. 14,31,66,518 and 
(u) Rs. 7,60,14,689. 

(tit) The revised estimates are — 



Rs. 

(1) Customs 

... 1,75,00,000 

(2) Tnoome-tax 

78,00,000 

(3) Land Revenue 

... 3,61,50,000 

(4) Excise 

... 1,75,00,000 

(5) Stamps 

... 2,55,00,000 

(6) Forest 

24,88,000 

(7) Other taxes and duties 

... 50,87,000 

(8) Industries 

... 22,03,000 

(9) Miscellaneous 

20,40,000 


(h) The honourable member is referred to the Red Book for 1938-39, 
1939-40 and 1940-41 for a list of the new schemes undertaken by 
Government since 1938. 

( c ) The information is not readily available and will take time to 
collect. 
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Delimitation of oomtituencies of Noth holt District Board. 

*58. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID* (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state — 

(t) when the term of the present Noakhali District Board will 
expire ; 

(ii) when the next general election of the District Board is due to 
take place; and 

(in) whether the delimitation of the various constituencies under 
the Board has been settled? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the nature of steps, if any, taken by Government to 
settle the delimitation of constituencies? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) (/) The five-year term of office of 
the present member** of the Distnct Boa id will expire on the 17th July, 
1941. 

(ii) Before the expiration of the term of the present Board. 

(in) No. 

(b) The proposal for the delimitation of constituencies of the 
Noakhali District Board, submitted by the local officers, was found to 
be unsatisfactory in certain essential particulars and it was, therefore, 
returned to them for necessary modifications. The revised proposal is 
expected to be submitted to Government shortly. 

Mr. 9HAHEDALI: In answer to question (b) the Hon’ble 
Minister has stated that “the proposal for the delimitation of consti- 
tuencies of the Noakhali District Board submitted by the local officers 
waa found to be unsatisfactory in certain essential particulars." 
Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are those essential 
particulars P 

Tha HotTblo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

It was found when the proposal for delimitation of consti- 
tuencies was sent up that in certain double-seat constituencies the 
number of population was less than those of single-seat constituencies 
and it was sent back. How can the number of population in double- 
seat constituencies *be less than those in single-seat constituencies ? 

13 
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Dividm&i granted by oartain jute mills in Bangal and aait a ap an di^i 
prioaa of Jute fir cultivators of Bangal. 

•SO. Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whether certain jute mills in Bengal made large profits 
and declared dividends to the extent of as much as 30 per cent, per 
annum for the half-year ending with the 30th September, 1940. 

(b) Whether during the corresponding period the cultivators of 
Bengal got "very low price for their jute? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) It is quite 
possible that some jute mills made large profits during the period 
mentioned. I have no special knowledge of the dividends paid but 
from such journals as Indian Finance and Capital , I can find no ease of 
a dividend as high as 30 per cent, for the period in question. 

(b) It cannot be said that throughout the corresponding period the 
level of raw jute prices was satisfactory but considering all factors 
including the large supply and the curtailed demand, there is little 
doubt that prices would have been very much lower but for the measures 
taken by Government to maintain them. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: In view of the fact that the 
jute mills made large profits, though not amounting to a huge sum, 
will the Ilou’ble Minister he pleased to *tate what were the reasons for 
Government acceding to the reduction of jute price in July as per 
agreement with the jute mills 

Mr. SPEAKER: What exactly is your question? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8* My question is this. I take 
it that some large profits were made by jute mills. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you put vour question on the statement: “It 
is quite possible that some jute mills made large profits”? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: On that you cannot put a supplementary 
question. 

Mr. BURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government is aware that jute mills made 
bigger profits during the period in question than what they made 
during the last two or three previous years? 
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Th« Hobble Mr. TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: That «u not the 

queetkm put, and I have not collected the comparative figures. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government are informed that jute mills 
made good profits during the last half-year ending 30 th SeptemberP 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes. 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps Government took to ascertain 
the amounts of profits thot different jute mills made and the dividends 
that they declared ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I have mentioned that. 
I have referred to the Indian Finance and Capital. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The llou’ble Minister’* 
answer is — “It is quite possible that some jut*? mills made large profits 
during the period mentioned.” Did the Hon’ble Minister try to 
ascertain from the jute mill companies themselves the figures of the 
profits they made and the dividends they paid? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That was not neces- 
sary. There was no reason to suspect the figures given in the Indian 
Finance and Capital . I would like to state that it is extremely diffi- 
cult to find out from the news reports what exactly their profit was. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state, since this question was tabled, whether 
Government thought it necessary to ascertain the facts directly from 
the balance sheets and the records of the mill companies instead of 
trying to carry on the guess-work from the Indian Finance , Capital and 
other journals? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That was not considered 
necessary. 

Mr. SURINDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minuter be 

pleased to state what were the amounts of profit that he could find 
stated in tlje Indian Finance and Capital which he referred to ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The amount was below 
SO per cent. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble 

Minister please give us the precise dates of publication of the Indian 
Finance and Capital which he his referred to? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, the Hon’ble 

Minister has answered that from such journals as the Indian Finance 
and Capital we will find that certain things had happened. My 
question is, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the dates of 
the issues of these journals in which he found that there was no case 
of a dividend as high as 30 per cent, during the period in question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you will only turn over the pages of these two 
journals, you will find the figures. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, the Hon’ble 

Minister has referred to certain documents and the House is entitled 
to know* w r hat specific documents he means. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Something must !& left to the members also to 
find out. (Laughter. ) 


High price for Jute. 

*80. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state what steps Government contemplate to take to ensure a suffi- 
ciently high price for jute next year in view of the regulation this 
year ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The regulation of the 
crop to he sown in 1941 is in itself the principal step that Government 
are taking to maintain the price of jute at a fair level. What other 
stepH may be necessary or desirable will depend almost entirely on th* 
course of events during the next fi months or so which cannot now' be 
foreseen. Government will take appropriate action as and when 
required. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether, in view of the heavy surplus of jute which 
has to be carried over beyond the consumption of this year, Govern- 
ment have considered that although mere regulation of crop may raise 
the price, something else has got to be done 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a question but an argument. 
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MlW 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether in order to have better price for jute 
anything else has been done by Government than mere regulation of 
jute crop ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I think, Sir, whatever 
Government has done is well known to the geueml public. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May we knou what is that? 

(No answer.) 

Mre CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government are going to accept the recom- 
mendations of the Bengal Jute Enquiry Committee after they have 
done with the regulation scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, that is an omnibus 
question. The Bengal Jute Enquiry Committee has made various 
recommendations, and those ^ecommendaiioiur cannot all be accepted. 
But those recommendations have been examined, and, where accept- 
able, have been accepted. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, with regard to the 
Hon’ble Minister’s answer that wlmt Government have done is known 
to the public, we want to know what is that action which the Govern- 
ment have taken; but the Government have simply been evading the 
question. 


Allegation against District Board of Barisal. 

•81. Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the TTon’ble Minister 
In charge of the Public Health and local Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(а) whether it is a fact that allegation of mal-administration and 

favouritism are being made by the local people for the last 
two years against the District Board of Barisal, to the 
District Magistrate and other authorities; 

(б) whether any enquiry was made about those allegations; 

( c ) if so, whether any one of those allegations was found true ; and 

(d) what steps, if any, have been taken in the matter? 
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fba Haw'Me Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, «f Barns 

(#) Certain allegations of the nature mentioned by the honourable mem* 
her are reported to have been made to the District Magistrate. 

(6) and (c) The District Magistrate has held enquiries into these 
allegations excepting one the subject-matter of which is still under the 
consideration of the District Board, and he has come to the conclusion 
that the allegations are without substance and do not call for any action. 

(d) The question does not arise. 

Maillvi ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: With reference to answer ( b ) 
and ( c)j will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the sub- 
ject-matter which is still under consideration P 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I mean, certain applications were made and No. (4) is the subject- 
matter. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: What is the matter under 
consideration still now*? I do not want the number of the subject- 
matter. 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It was alleged that a certain gentleman by the name of Nazim Ali had 
secured the post of Secretary of the District Board because he acted 
as election agent of the Chairman of the District Board. 

Compulsory regulation of Jute in neighbouring lute-growing provinoaa 

and States. 

+82* Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state what steps are proposed to be taken by the Govern- 
ment to make regulation of jute compulsory in the neighbouring jute- 
growing provinces and States in the next year? 

(b) What action, if any, Government contemplate taking to prevent 
unusual import of jute from Assam next year to check slump in the 
jute price in Bengal? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) It is not within the 
power of this Government to make regulation of jute compulsory in 
any province other than Bengal. But as an integral part of the Jute 
Policy of this Government every effort is being made to persuade other 
jute-growing provinces to effect restriction or prevent over-production 
in accordance with the circumstanoes prevailing in Chose provinoes. 
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(b) No unusual import of jute from Assam is apprehended next year 
but, in any event, this Government have no powers to prohibit the 
import of jute into Bengal from any other province. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal did 
make any attempt or send any representation to the Government of 
India for introducing a system of compulsory regulation of jute crops 
in provinces other than Bengal? 


Mr. 8PEAKER. But jute regulation in the other provinces is a 
matter wholly beyond the jurisdiction of the Government of Bengal. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether in view of the fuct that the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal have no power to compel restriction of jute culti- 
vation in other provinces, Government sought the aid of the Govern- 
ment of India to devise ways and means to enlist the co-operation of 
the other provinces to effect restriction? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not disullowing your question, but do you 
mean that the interference of the Government of India in a matter 
within the jurisdiction of a Provincial Government is desirable? 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: No, Sir. But I think 

I (xm ask whether the Government of Bengal has sought the 
assistance of the Government of India to secure the oo-operation of 
the different provinces concerned with a view to devising ways and 
means for a uniform restriction in all the jute-growing provinces in 
the neighbourhood of Bengal. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the proper way in which you could have 
asked the question would have been whether the Government of 
Bengal took any steps for getting the co-operation of the jute-growing 
provinces in the matter of jute regulation. I hope honourable 
members will realise that certain power has been given to the province# 
in regard to their internal administration. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir. I want to 
know that. 

Tin Hoci’bftt Mr. TAMIXUODIM KHAN: The answer is in the 
affirmative. 
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Mr. tASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of answer (6), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government are 
considering the desirability of promulgating provincial iaw9 by which 
the importing of jute into Bengal from the other provinces may be 
prohibited or restricted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I do not think we 
have got that power. 

Mr. I8WAR DAS JALAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state as to whether as a result of the representations made by the 
Government of Bengal to the provinces of Bihar and Assam, those 
Governments have taken any steps whatsoever to restrict their produc- 
tion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The Governments of 
Bihar and Assam have given us the assurance that so far as the 
coming crop is concerned, they will not increase the area. This 
applies more to Bihar than to Assam. So far as Bihar is concerned, 
there is hardly any room for expansion, and the Government of Bengal 
more or less agree with them. But there is room for expansion in 
Assam, and the Assam Government are not in a position to regulate 
their crops as they have not yet prepared the preliminary record. 
Assam has Agreed, however, that, they will try to reduce their acreage 
as far as practicable by voluntary propaganda and then later on when 
they have prepared a record, the\ may regulate to the same extent as 
Bengal. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: May I submit one thing, Sir? 
In the question we find “jute-growing provinces and States in the 
next year/* but the Hon ’hie Minister has not given any answer as to 
what Government have done in respect of the States — I mean Cooch 
Behar and Tippera. He has answered about provinces, but what about 
States ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, these are very 
sma]| fitates, and any increase of production in those small States 
cannot affect the entire yield of crop to any appreciable extent. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what percentage of jute is produced in Cooch Behar 
and Tippera P 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I want notice, and 
J May refer my honourable friend to the final jute forecast. 
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Wi HIHAREHDU DTTA MAZUMDAR: la it tb« position of 

Government that while restriction will be imposed on the cultivators 
in the province of Bengal, the people living in the States in Bengal 
will be allowed to carry on jute-sowing without any restriction? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, as I have said, we 
have no power to effect restriction in those States, and I also think, as 
I have already stated, that any overproduction in those States will not 
affect the entire yield of the crop to any appreciable extent. There- 
fore there is no ground of apprehension of any possible extension of 
acreage in those small States. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E* Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the nature of the effort that has been made up till now 
to persuade other jute-growing provinces to effect restriction or to 
prevent overproduction? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My honourable friend has 
asked about the nature of the effort. The nature in one word is to 
persuade those provinces to come in line with the Bengal Government. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: 1 want to know what has actually 
been done. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : I now find from my 
honourable friend’s interjection that lie wants information as to what 
the Government of Bengal has actually done. The Government of 
Bengal has been in correspondence with the other pro\inces from the 
very beginning of the adoption of this jute regulation policy and those 
negotiations are still going on, and the latest reply we have received 
is from Assam to the effect that under certain conditions Assam is 
prepared to regulate the restriction of the crop to the same extent as 
Bengal from the next year. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Election of Chandiberpur Union Board, po I i 00 * tat ion Narail (deesore). 

28b Mr. P. BANERJEE: (a) With reference to his statement on 
the floor of the Assembly on the 12th August, 1940, will the Hon’ble 
Minister id charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state the reason for the failure of the election 
of members of Chandiberpur Union Board, police-station Narail, district 
Jess ore ? 
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(b) I# it a fact that the members of the' said Union Board were 
nominated by Government ? 

4 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hcm’lde 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the nominated members were candidates for election to the 
said Union Board? 

(i e ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) what are the qualifications of the nominated members; 

(it) whether any enquiry was made prior to their nominations about 
their characters and popularity; and 

(tit) if so, by whom was it done and when? 

(/) Will the Hon’ bio Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of candidates at that last election ; and 

(it) their names? 

The Hott’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dam: 

(a) The election failed on account of great disorder and uproar created 
by the voters at the polling station. 

(b) The members were appointed by the District Magistrate. 

(c) As the election failed through the fault of the voters themselves, 
the vacancies were filled by appointment by the District Magistrate 
under sub-section (4) of section 6 of the Bengal Village Self-Government 
Act. 

(< d ) Yes, with the exception of one. * 

(e) (i) and (/) (it) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(e) (ii) and (tit) Yes, bv the Subdivisional Officer and the Cirole 
Officer, Narail, in June, 1940. 

(/) (t) Thirty-nine. 

Mr. P. BANERJEE: With reference to answer (c), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why he has not taken the steps open to 
him in oase of failure of election? There were two alternatives, 
namely, one by filling up vacancies by another election and the other 
by the appointment. Why did he not take steps to re-elect? 

Tha Ntn’lrti Nawab Khwaja HA1IBUULAM Bahadur, af Ummi 

Sir, 1 am sorry I could not follow the question. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Hifl question was that having tha other alternative 
of allowing the voters an opportunity to re-elect, why did not you give 
this opportunity? 

The Hon’ble Newab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Government have already instructed District Magistrates all over Bengal 
that in future if there is any question of this nature, then there should 
be an alternative election before this question of nomination is taken up. 

Mr. P. BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state 
who created the disorder and uproar — all the voters or only some of 
the voters who were supporters of the losing candidates? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I am given to understand that voters of both sides created the disorder, 
and it was impossible to hold the election. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps Government took to prevent the disorder? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

It is impossible for Government to forestall when a disorder would be 
created. But ordinary steps as police precautions were taken. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether this disorder was confined to all the elec- 
tions in the wards or was it confined to any particular ward? 

The Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

As far as I understand, I do not think that the disorder was in every 
ward/ If the honourable member puts a fresh question, I can say 
definitely. I cannot say offhand. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in ivhich particular ward this disorder took place and 
how many voters assembled there ? 

Tha Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

It is impossible to answer that question offhand. I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KVtlBMNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to enquire whether the failure of the election was a concocted 
owe at the of interested candidates ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Mf« ATUL CHANDRA 8ENS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the nature of thj> disorder that took place in the meeting?. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

There was fighting, assault and all that, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN. What sort of fighting? 

The Hoit’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot say that. I was not present there. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the rules of the 
Bengal Self-Government Art, probably rule 28, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether when one election fails it is not 
obligatory to have another election whatever may be the reason? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of legal opinion. 

Charge for electric fans in Medical College Hospital. 

27. Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CR08E: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state what is the charge of a fan used by patient in a 
cabin in the Calcutta Medical College Hospital after the 11th 
November ? 

(b) What steps do the Government contemplate taking for the 
reduction of the charge of funs at present existing in the said Hospital 
after the 11th November? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) Where one fan is allotted to two cabins, the rate is annas 8 per day 
for each patient; and where one fan is attached to each cabin, the rate 
is lie. I per day. 

These rates are charged so long as the fans are in use. There is no 
separate rate fixed for use of fan after the 11th November. 

(b) Government do not contemplate reduction of the existing rate. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the cost per fan in the Medical College Hospital? 

Tho Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

I want notice. If my honourable friend puts a fresh question, I can 
•ay what the charge is. 
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MlV ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE S la the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that Es. 30 charged for one fan is abnormally high ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

It seems that the honourable member already knows the answer. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of the fact that the utmost cost for the working of a fan for one whole 
day cannot exceed Rs. 15? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are not including other expenses. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: I include every recurring expendi- 
ture. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how much profit 
the Medical College Hospitals are earning out of each fan? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

I do not think there is any profit at all. If the honourable member 
puts a fresh question, I can give him the answer. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to ascertain what is the real cost per fan, and take steps so 
that the authorities may not make such an abnormal profit? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa: 

I have already said that if the honourable member puts a fresh ques- 
tion, 1 shall be able to reply to his question. 


Cabins in the Caloutta Modioal College Hospital. 

28. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Will the Honble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and l^ocal Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state — 

(t) the number of patients who applied for admission into a cabin 
in the Calcutta Medical College Hospital in the year 11*38-39; 

and 

. <*> whether all of them received it? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be .pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
of increasing the number of cabins? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the 
present arrangement for receiving deposit for the reserved cabin? 
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The Honnrte I law* Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) No record is kept from which the number of patients seeking 
admission into cabins or turrets in the Calcutta Medical College 
Hospitals can be ascertained. The cabins were not fully occupied 
during the year. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) There is no rule for reservation of cabins. A patient admitted 
into a cabin when it is available has to deposit rent for 10 days in 
advance at the time of admission. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Communication between headquarters of Noakhali and eartain islands in 
Noakhali district. 

•46. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware — 

(t) that there are great difficulties of communication between the 
islands of Kandvip, Hnliva and Uamgati with the head* 
quarters station of Noakhali; 

(n) that the present Steamer Service maintained by the Fern 
Navigation Company, Limited, between the islands of 
Sundvip and Hatiya and the headquarters station is 
extremely irregular and unsatisfactory; and 

{m) that representation has been made to the Government for 
establishment of regular steamer communication between the 
islands and the headquarters station? 

(ft) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state what steps, if any. Government have taken in this 
respect? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’bla Mr. H. 6. Suhrawardy): (a) Yes. 

( b ) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. IYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how long the matter is under the consideration of 
Government and how long will it take to make their decision? 
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TN Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The decision does not 
reBt with Government. Government has tried its level best to induce 
the various interests to come to some sort of arrangement and they 
have not yet succeeded. It is hoped that a decision will be arrived 
at shortly. 


Kalukhali-Bhatiapara Branch of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

•47. Mr. 8URENDRANATH BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the Government of India hud first 
issued orders for closing the Kalukhali-Bhatiapara Branch 
of the Eastern Bengal lluilwuy to meet the war needs and 
subsequently suspended the said orders; and 

(it) whether he is aware that owing to the silting up of the Ixnver 
Kumar and Nariu rivers in the district of Earidpur the 
retention and extension of the said Brunch of the Kail way 
has become an urgent necessity in public interest ? 


{b) Have the Provincial Government drawn the attention of the 
Government of India to the abovementioned circumstances and urged 
upon them to drop the idea of closing the said Branch of the Railway? 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srieohandra Nandy, of Coeeim- 
bazar): Yes. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that there is every likelihood of a serious 
breach of the peace if the railway lines of the Kalukhali-Bhatiapara 
Branch are removed? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Who is leading it? (Laughter.) 

Tba Hon’blt Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cottimbazar: 

Yes. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: It is a very important question, 
and I have not heard the Hon’ble Minister’s answer. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: He has already answered. 

t 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: What is his answer? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: He has answered “Yes”. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal are in communi- 
cation with the Government of India regarding the final decision of 
the latter with regard to the removal of this line and, if so, what is 
the nature of that communication? 

Thi Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANORA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

“The Government of Bengal have expressed their disapproval to the 
removal of the railway line to the Government of India. 


Grants to educational institutions in Khulna district. 

♦48. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing for the district of Khulna for the last three years — 

(t) the name and number of high English and middle English 
schools showing the special grant from Government, if any, 
received by them; 

(li) the number of such schools that are managed by the members 
of the — 

(1) Scheduled Castes, 

(2) Caste-Hindus, and 

(3) the Muslims 

by a majority in the Committee; and 

(m) the amount of grant-in-aid receiyed by each of th&e schools 
from-4he~~ 

(1) Government, and 
(2^ District Board P 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (thi 
ttOll’blS Mr. A. K. Pazlul Huq): Two statements furnishing the infor- 
mation are laid on the Library table. 
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Mf* ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that all high schools managed by 
the Muhammadan Committees without any exception whatsoever get 
grants-in-aid from the Government? 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: There are statements laid on the 
Library table 


Mr. 8PEAKER. Mr. Ghose, this is a question asking for a state- 
ment only and you cannot put any supplementary question. I definitely 
ruled last year that when a statement was asked for, no supplementary 
question regarding Government policy could be put. If such a question 
regarding policy has to be asked, a fresh question has to be put 
separately. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Even if anything is written on the 
statements 


Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot put a supplementary question. You 
have to put a fresh question. 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Sir, let me put my question in this 
way. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state that distinctions 
are being made between Muhammadans and 


Mr. 8PEAKER * 1 am afraid 1 cannot allow that question. 1 quite 
appreciate that you want to get out certain facts. You know that 
when a mere statement is asked for and nothing raised about the policy 
or otherwise, I have admitted those questions not as supplementary 
questions but as arising out of the original question, even though 
sometimes \he number has gone in excess. You remember that last 
year severtd^questions were put by Scheduled Caste members asking 
for statements and they afterwird^'want^d certain other facts. I ruled 
that they must be put as fresh question# and not as supplementaries. 


Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, in reply to one of 
my questions, certain figures have been given, but the figure in respect 
of one district has not been given. Will you allow me to put a supple* 
mentary question ? 

U 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Tea, if anything arises out of that. 

i 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL Huq: Sir, may I answer the 

question of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose? 


Mr. SPEAKERS I have disallowed that question and you cannot 
answer that. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have got a complete 
answer to that here. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you like, you may reply to it during the budget 
debate. 


Primary Education and imposition of education cess in the district of 
24-Parganas. 

•40. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state when the 
cess under the Primary Education Act was enforced in the district of 

24-Parganas P 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing, thana by thana, the number of primary schools (lower 
primary and upper primary) for — 

(1) boys, and 

(2) girl*, 

that existed in the district just before the introduction of the Primary 
Education Act in the district? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether there was any scheme of the department for — 

(1) starting of new primary schools, and 

(2) maintaining existing primary schools before the intro- 
duction of the said Act; 
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(it) the number of schools that have been started in the district, 
thana by thana, since the introduction of the said Act; 

(tii) the number of existing primary schools that are being main- 
tained by the department since the introduction of the Act; 

(tv) the total amount of cess realised in the district, thana by thana, 
since the introduction of the Act up to June of 1940; 

(v) the amount that has been spent out of the cess for the main- 
tenance of these schools; 

(trc) the number of — 

(1) boys, and 

(2) girls, 

who are receiving education in these schools; 

(vii) the number of teachers employed in those schools and their 
total monthly salary; and 

(viii) the total contribution made by the Government towards the 
maintenance of those schools from the introduction of tjie 
Act up to June, 1940 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) 18th October, 1939. 

( b ) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) (t) No. 

(it) Nil. 

(ttt) 103 maintained by the District School Board. 

(iv) R8. 1,54,377-1 1-7. (Figures, thana by thana, are not available.) 

(v) Rs.15,176 spent from District Primary Education Fund to which 
cess and Government grant are credited. 

(vt) (1) Boys 7,011 and (2) girls 252. 

(vii) Teachers 228 and salaries Rs. 2,168. 

(viii) Government contributions are made to the District Primary 
Education Fund annually. The total contribution for part of the year 
1939-40 and for 1940-41 amounted to Rs. 1,31, 768. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clatter (b) of starred question No. 49, showing 
the number of Primary Schools, thana by thana (Rural areas), immediately 
before the introduction of Primary Education Act, 1930, in the District 
of 94-Paryanas. 





Schools. 


Circle. 

Thana*. 

Upper Primary. 

Lower Primary. 

Total. 




Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

1. 

Alipore 1 

Budge Budge 

Be h ala 

Metiabruj 

27 

2 

1 

43 

4 

15 

88 

2* 

4* 

2. 

Alipore 11 

Hishnupur 
Tollygunge . . 
Maheshtala 
Sonarpur 

30 

4 

2 

5 

1 

58 

5 

30 

18 

21 

2 

4 

2 

109 

11 

36 

26 

8. 

Baruipore 

Baruipore 

Canning 

32 

37 

3 

1 

55 

44 

10 

4 

100 

86 

4. 

Diamond Har- 
bour. 

Diamond Har- 
bour. 

Kalta 

24 

24 


82 

55 

13 

8 

119 

87 

ft. 

# 

Kulpi . . 

Kulpi 

Kakdwip 

Sago re 

35 

17 

11 


147 

23 

21 

S3 

4 

2 

216 

44 

34 

0. 

Barrack pore . . 

Kbardab 

Bijpur 

Dura Dura 
Naihati 

Jagat<tal 

Tttagharh 

2 

1 

:: 


1 

2 

2 

« 

1 

* * 

3 

1 

3 

3 

6 

1 

7. 

Baraset 

Baraaet 

Amdanga 

Kaiarhat 

Habra 

Bbangore 

« 

3 

8 

ft 

18 

1 

1 

38 

4 

0 

39 
46 

5 

1 

3 

7 

10 

49 

8 

18 

61 

75 

8. 

Joyuagore 

Joyuagore 

35 


100 

24 

159 

9. 

Mathurapur 

Mathurapur 

50 

1 

109 

38 

196 

10. 

Bashirhat 

Bashirhat 
Baduna 
Swarupnagar . . 

22 

10 

18 


88 

ftl 

22 

13 
# 9 
7 

121 

70 

45 

11. 

South Bashirhat 

Haalmabad 
Sandeshkbali . . 
Haroa 

Deyganga 

13 

6 

8 

ft 


39 

ft 

42 

39 

9 

1 

5 

4 

70 

12 

6ft 

50 

12. 

Mograbat 

Mograhat 

6ft 

8 

140 

20 

228 




525 

12 

1,363 

I 274 

2,174 


•Tn nirtl 
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Daoaa Mail disaster. 

*90. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications ami Works Department W pleased 
to state whether the Government have received the report of the inves- 
tigations made by the Senior Government Inspector of Railways into 
the cause or causes of the disaster into which the Down Dacca Mail 
was involved on the 5th August last? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'bte 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
of asking the Government of India to Btart an independent enquiry into 
the cause or causes of the accident in a manner that will ensure greater 
confidence of the public than an enquiry made by a Governmental 
agenoy as promised in the reply to the starred question No. 145 in the 
July-September session of the Assent hi v, 11140? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of Gotaimbazart 

(а) Yes. 

(b) I am satisfied with the findings of the Senior Government 
Inspector of Railways that the accident was due to sabotage, and I do 
not think that any useful purpose would l»o served by appointing an 
independent Committee of Enquiry to make further investigation into 
the matter. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8E»i: The Hon’ble Minister says that he is 
personally satisfied with the findings of the Senior Government 
Inspector of Railways that the accident wns due to sabotage. But will 
he yet consider the desirability of an independent enquiry in order to 
ensure better confidence in the minds of the people than has been done 
by an enquiry conducted by a Government agency ? 

Tht Hon’bte Maharaja SRI9CHANDRA HANDY, of Cooaimbatari 

I am afraid I am not in agreement with the honourable member that 
after the very detailed enquiry which has been undertaken, any useful 
purpose will be seived by a further enquiry. 

* 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA9HEMY: With reference to answer 

(б) , will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether in reply 
to the Unstarred Question No. 25 to-day he lias said that soon after 
the accident, investigation was undertaken by the police which is still 
proceeding? 

Tht Hon’bte Maharaja 9RISCHAMDRA NANDY, of Coostmbazar: 

That is an enquiry to find out the culprits which may lead ultimately to 
f a judicial enquity. 
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Hr. MISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the fyn’ble Minister be 
pleased to state that the facts, circumstances and data on which the 
Senior Government Inspector's report is based 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: The Hon’ble Minister has 
referred to the Senior Inspector’s report. Are we not entitled to know 
what are the facts on which this report is based ? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the report of the Senior Government Inspector 
commands greater confidence than would be commanded by an inde- 
pendent committee of enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
of laying on the table the report of the Senior Government Inspector on 
the basis of which he is satisfied that it was an act of sabotage? 

Tha Hon’blo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I did place it on the Library table when a similar question was answered 
a few days back. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Senior Government Inspector of Railways 
took the evidence of persons w’ho were injured by that accident and 
who could give first-hand information? 

Tha Hon’blt Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Tea Sir. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the report of the police is 
definite that it is not a case of sabotage? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It is very definitely a case of sabotage. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether even after the publication of the report of the 
Senior Government Inspector, there has been considerable expression 
of opinion in the Press and also agitation in the Central Legislation 
by which dissatisfaction with the report of the Senior Government 
Inspector has been widely expressed P 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am afraid my honourable friend is not correct. I have full report of 
the discussions which they had on this subject in the Central Assembly. 
That was, I believe, before the report was published and not later. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state what is the real difficulty in placing the matter before 
an independent committee of enquiry where the report of the Senior 
Government Inspector and other things might be discussed and 
considered ? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazars 

The reason is quite simple. The report of the Senior Government 
Inspector was thoroughly examined by Government, and it was con- 
firmed to be purely a case of sabotage. Under the circumstances no 
useful purpose would be served by another committee of enquiry who 
could get no new facts other than those already been collected h\ the 
Senior Inspector. 


Embankment of Darakeswar river in Hooghly district. 

*52. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department be pleased to state whether the left embankment of the 
Darakeswar river in Hoogblv district has been abandoned? 

(b) If so, will the Ifon’ble Minister be pleased to state why this 
embankment has been abandoned? 

(c) Is it a fact that for want of necessary repairs this embankment 
was breached during the floods in August, 1940, with the result that a 
large area was inundated and its crops were damaged? 

The Hon’Ma Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cowimbazart 

(a) Yes. 

( b ) Owing to their evil effects on river conservancy, public health 
and productivity of soil it is the policy of Government not to encourage 
construction of any new embankments and as far as it is possible to do 
.so without materially affecting vested interest to abandon old ones 



QUESTIONS. 


[11th Fib., 


#00 

gradually. The Darakeswar left embankment was abandoned in accord- 
ance with this policy, and, in compliance with the recommendation of 
the Hooghly District Embankment Committee. 

(c) The embankment was abandoned in 1930; so the question of 
repairing it does not arise. I am, however, informed that since its 
abandonment the local people have been maintaining the embankment. 
If they had not done so the water would have gradually spread over the 
fields and there would have been no great damage to the crops by a 
sudden rush of water through the breach in the embankment. 


Contour 8urvey in North Bengal. 

•53. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) in which of t ho districts in the North Bengal works of Contour 

Survey have been taken up this year; 

(b) what works of Contour Survey, if any, have so far been done 

in those districts; and 

(c) how much of the budgeted amount has so far been spent in each 

of the districts where contour survey lias been taken up? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) and (b) Field work over a small area of 150 square miles in the 
Jalpuiguri district was taken up in May lu.st and continued until the 
advent of the rainy season. 

(c) Of Ra.4,937 sjumt so far, the major portion was for the above- 
mentioned field work. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the total budgeted amount so far as the contour 
•urvev is concerned? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of CoMmlMzar: 

Speaking from memory, it is about three lakhs of rupees. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what time Government will take to spend the amount 
if they spend at the rate they are spending now? * 
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TIn Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Ooatimhazars 

I would refer the honourable member to the figure in this year's budget. 
I think it is about Rs. 25,000 which we want to spend, and 1 iua> tell 
him that in all this contour survey the preliminary arrangement always 
takes some time and after that is done, we can make some progress. 


Elections to the Daoca University Court. 

*54. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : (a) Will the tWbl* 
Minister in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state — 
(t) when the annual election to the Dacca University Court usually 
takes place; and 

(if) whether the election has taken place this year at the usual time P 

(6) If the elections have not yet taken place, have the Government 
any information as to the reasons thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: («)</> The election is not 
held annually. Under the terms of section 1, Chapter II of the 
University Ordinances and Regulations, election of the members of the 
Court by the registered graduates is held on such date or dates after the 
31st August in the academic year in which the election is held, as may 
be fixed by the Vice-Chancellor, and under the terms of section 1, 
Chapter III of the University Ordinances and Regulations, there shall 
be held, on the dates to he appointed by the Vice-Chancellor, elections 
to fill vacancies among the members of the Court elected by the teachers 
of the University. 

(u) Election of Court members by the registered graduates is likely 
to be held in February, 1941; election of five lecturers as members of 
the Court by the teachers of the University was held in August last. 

(b) The question does not arise. 


Postponement of realisation of eduoation cots in Murshktabad. 

•55. Mr. 8A8ANKA SEVCHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department l>e pleased to state — 

(t) whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to 
the existence of acute distress in Murshidabad, owing to 
failure of crops during the current Bengali year; 

(it) whether the realisation of the newly imposed education cess at 
this time will operate as an unbearable hardship to the people 
in general of the district; and 
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(in) whether the District Board of Murshidabad has unanimously 
adopted a resolution^ requesting the Government to stay 
realisation of education cess for the time being? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (t) I am aware that there 

is some distress in some parts of the district. 

(it) No. 

(tit) The resolution was carried by 9 votes to 5. 

(b) The District Board have been informed .that Government see no 
reason to suspend education cess. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether of the five members referred to in answer 
(it i) four were nominated members of whom three were ex-officio 
Government officers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They were members of 
the Board. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I asked whether four 
of them were nominated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is no distinction 
between ;» nominated member and an elected member. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: My question is whether of 

the five members referred to in answer (ttV) four are nominated mem- 
bers of whom three are ex-officio Government servants? 

Tha Hon’bli Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If the honourable member 
himself knows what is in it, it is no use again putting that question 
to me. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it or is it not a fact that 
of the five votes referred to, four are the votes of nominated members 
of whom three are Subdivisional Officers? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If the honourable member 
knows already, what is the good of asking that question? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKMAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I 
ask for a direct reply to my question ? * 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think, Mr. Sanyal, the very framing of your 
question is bad. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, if the 
framing of my question is bad, I hope you will correct it when it is 
put, but please do not leave it tn the Minister when he is answering in 
that way. 


Construction of sluioo goto for Dhopada khol in d assort. 

•88. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware that 
the Dhopada khal in police-Btation Iiohagara in the district of Jessore 
is an important khal? 

(6) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
constructing a sluice gate in the said khal? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coeeimbazari 

I am advised by my principal technical adviser that the construction 
of a regulator is undesirable as apart from the question of heavy cost it 
will prevent the early reclamation of the hi l area served by this khal 
and cut off certain spill area to the detriment of the Nnhagunga river. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of seeking the opinion of the Sub- 
divisional Officer of Narail and the District Magistrate of Jessore whom 
a large number of people approached? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

I kaow there are several places in that district which are low and have 
not a better draining system, and it is with the object of framing soma 
schemes to remove these difficulties that we have undertaken contour 
survey. So I stated that sluice is not a solution of the problem, but 
something else. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Sir, my question hag not been 
answered. My question was, whether the Hon’ble Minister will be 
pleased to consider the desirability of seeking the opinion of the Sub- 
divisional Officer of Narail and the District Magistrate of Jessore, who 
‘being local ‘people are acquainted with local conditions P 

The HoA’ble Maharaja 8RI80HANDRA NANDY, of Ooasbnbaiari 

yhey might be local people, but they are not technical experts. 



QUESTIONS. 


[11th Fml, 


204 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

•paaial Officer's report regarding pay and prospects of interior 
employees. 

24. Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: With reference to the reply given 
to starred question No. 41 on the 19th July, 1940, will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state: — 

(t) when the report is likely to be submited by the Speoial Officer; 

and 

(u) whether the Government contemplate circulating to the 

members of this House the Special Officer’s report? 

The HOfl’Ma Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The honourable member 
is referred to the reply given to unstarred question No. 9 of the 3rd 
February, 1941. 


Daoea Mail disaster. 

25. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
6tate whether any attempts were made by the Government of Bengal to 
ascertain the causes that led to the Dacca Mail disaster on the 6th 
August, 1940, near dayrampur on the Eastern Bengal Railway? 

(6) Have the Government taken any steps to examine the reports of 
the Railway officials and of the Senior Government Inspector of 
Railways P 

(c) Did the Government make any attempt to have a Judicial 
enquiry instituted in connection with the accident? 

(d) If so, with what result? 

(e) What steps have been or are being taken by the Government of 
Bengal to secure to the unfortunate victims of the disaster or to the 
families of those who died as a consequence adequate compensation? 

Tht Hoit’M# Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, af Cotaonhaiar* 

(a) Soon after the accident investigation was undertaken by the Police, 
which is still proceeding. 
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(c) Ifo, except in so far as tie pending Police enquiry may lead to 
a Judicial enquiry in the ordiuary course of such investigation. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) The honourable member may refer to the reply given by me to 
clauses ( c ) and (d) of the unstarred question No. asked by 
Dr. Snresh Chandra Banerjee in the Assembly on the 3rd December, 

1940. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (//), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the police enquiry 
includes the possible hypothesis that the disaster may have been due 
to something for which the ltailway Company may be held responsible? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coaaimbazari 

There is no hypothesis in this case. The simple procedure t hat is 
generally followed in all cases of accidents was followed in this case 
too. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From answer (r) do I understand 
the Hon’ble Minister to say that lie would await the result of the police 
enquiry before deciding whether lie would have a judicial enquiry 
instituted? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Comimbazari 

No, Sir. 1 have staled in reply (r) ilial if by the police enquiry the 
trace of the culprits cannot he made, then the judicial enquiry will 
follow. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. 8YED 4ALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I beg leave to move 
that the business of the Assembly do now stand adjourned to discuss a 
definite matter of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, 
namely, the situation that has arisen in the city owing to indiscriminate 
arrest of and ruthless lathi charges by the police on the Muslim public, 
including some ladies, yesterday in the forenoon and afternoon and 
consequent casualties and tear gas bombing by the police to disperse 
the mob in a manner which was absolutely unwarranted or unjustified. 

Sir, I have received your consent with regard to this motion, 

and 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hashemy, if you do not mind, I think the 
beat way in which you can have your purpose served would be by means 
of a abort-notice question and not by an adjournment motion as yon 

propose. 
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Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: May 1 submit, Sir, that 
we expected a statement from ^fhe Hon’ble Minister in charge this 
morning. In the absence of any such statement from the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister, we have no other alternative but to bring in an adjourn- 
ment motion 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case I shall have to proceed on the basis 
of the term of your motion. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I will prove, Sir, that my 
motion is perfectly in order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But is that all? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Let me read out the 

statement first, Sir. 

• Mr. SPEAKER: No; I have only to decide whether the motion is 
in order or not, 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: But there in the general 
question of principle. You have just said that 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have given certain views, but I am prepared to 
give in if the House accepts it unanimously. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: I suggest that putting ques- 
tions for eliciting certain information is one of the methods by which a 
definite matter may be cleared up, but here my learned friend has made 
out a clear case of a definite matter, namely, the conduct of the police 
in oertain matters 

Mr. SPEAKER: The only thing with which I am ooncerned is 
whether the motion is in order. I am deciding for the time being 
that while a motion of the type in which a specific issue has been raised 
oould have been in order, the language in which it has been framed 
makes it wholly out of order. I have sufficiently declared that anything 
in theYkature of saying “a situation” is not definite because “situation” 
is a thing which cannot be proved by specific facts. That is my 
decision. I am therefore very sorry to hold that this motion is out of 
order. 

(At this stage the House was adjonrned for 20 minutes.) 
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( After adjournment.) 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I draw 
your attention to this point? You have ruled out the adjournment 
motion 

Mr. SPEAKER. Yes, as framed. 

Mr, M, 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: May I point out to you that 
the matter is very important. I have been myself out in the city this 
morning because I was not in Calcutta. Now, the question is that you 
have rejected the motion on technical ground. Would you permit us 
to table it in another form ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I was saying, the best thing for you would 
be to table a short-notice question and get certain answers from 
Government. Under the Adjournment Motion Rule, the Speaker must 
be in possession of official facts in some way or other. If Government 
does not come out, then it will be for you to take the facts as they are, 
and I will take the facts as they are, so long tin* actuul framing of the 
motion, as I have said, does not describe it as “a situation.” “A 
situation” is a vague term. Definite acts, or “arrest of somebody” or 
things like that, are definite and specific issues, but the situation arising 
out of that is vague. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: If that is put all right, then 
I do not think it can be ruled out of order. Then we will put in another 
motion . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will consider that. But, as I have said, for 
the time being I must get official facts. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, may 1 tell you one 
word? The situation is very serious and we expected the Hon’ble Home 
Minister 


Mr. SPEAKER: He is ill. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: He may be ill. But th^ Chief 
Minister was here. He is not ill. He is the father and mother of the 
Bengal Government. He may have said something on the situation. 
My difficulty is that I had been out ; I have not seen anything and have 
not heard anything. That is the reason why we are all anxious to 
know something about tie situation. 
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Mr, SPEAKER: I cannot help. In any case I will have to give 
the Government an opportunity to make a statement. 

€ 

Mr. 9A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL. In the meantime if the 
motion comes in proper form, will you waive the urgency? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I have said, after my disallowance of the 
adjournment motion, the only remedy is to table a short-notice 
question. * 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, will you waive the 
urgency if this motion be brought to-morrow morning? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I said, not until I know the facts. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Do we understand, 
Sir, that no further adjournment motion will be allowed to com© up on 
this subject ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not until you put a short-notice question and 
know the facts. 

Mr. M, SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: No, no. 1 was talking about 
the adjournment motion and not about a short-notice question. You 
rejected the adjournment motion on technical ^grounds and you said in 
the beginning you were proceeding legally. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: You have proceeded legally and 
you have issued your fiat accordingly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, in view of my disallowance 
ot the adjournment motion, the only alternative is for me to reopen 
by a short-notice question and to get new facts through the official 
channel which the House has not got. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: How can you get it through the 
official channel which is now blocked? 

M^SPEAKlR: By putting a short-notice question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
will you be kind enough to tell us whether jou have ruled that this 
matter which was sought to he raised before this House does not give 
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rise to an adjournment motion or you have rejected the motion as 
framed? If the latter is your intention, then here and now I give a 
notice of adjournment motion on the matter not in the words in which 
you have rejected it. 

Mr* 8PEAKER: I am sorry; I am prepared to discuss the matter 
in my chamber, but not here. 

JMr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the fact 
that although this matter was considered by you as an important and 
urgent matter, the motion as framed was ruled out of order by you; 
Mr. Shamsuddin assumed that you will be pleased to entertain a similar 
motion in different words. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Provided I am given an opportunity to know facts. 
The only way I can get an opportunity is by a short-notice question on 
which some answer can he had. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: We may have to do 
that after the adjournment motion question hns been disposed of. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will explain to you if you come to my chamber. 
As I have said, the only was 1 can reopen it is as a result of a reply to 
a short-notice question or non-reply. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: There is one difficulty, Sir. 
You are speaking of a short-notice question. You may say that the 
consent of the Minister or some other official is necessary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already said that if a reply is not given, 
the non-reply itself is a ground for me. But until that is known, I 
cannot do anything. 

Maillvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR. If we submit another adjourn- 
ment motion according to law and that motion is served on the Hon'ble 
Minister, will not that serve as a short-notice question P 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have explained sufficiently and I cannot allow 
any problematical discussion. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Billy 1941. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House will now reeume further diecuMion of 
the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill. 

IS 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, so far as the amend* 
ments to this Bill are concerned, may I make a suggestion ? Even 
to-day in the course of the recess certain fresh amendments have been 
circulated from the Hon’ble Minister himself. Before proceeding in 
a rambling way, may I make a suggestion that just as you prepare in 
your office a consolidated list of amendments, clause by clause, it 
would be better to have all the multifarious amendments consolidated, 
sorted, reprinted and recirculated so that we may take them up accord- 
ingly. For example, in the case of clause i, there is one amendment 
No. 7 and then again there is another No. 274. So, it is very 
difficult 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 quite appreciate \ our difficulty. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Sir, out difficulty is very 
real. We have accommodated the Government because they wanted 
to modify their amendments in their party meeting. \Vc huve accom- 
modated them in every possihle way. We on the Opposition also 
would like to be accommodated by being given some time and the 
assistance of the office to understand the amendments in their proper 
perspective. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter for the Hon’ble Minister 

TImi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, mu\ l point out 
that the amendments which we have put in to-day, when they coiue 
to he discussed, will be found by the honourable members opposite to 
be purely drafting amendments, ff the honourable member had only 
taken the trouble to insert these amendments in their proper places, 
he would have found that these amendments are purely formal. 

^ith regard to the amendments in the Schedule, there is nothing 
new. Notices of similar amendments have been given from various 
sections of the House including this section. We have examined them 
and on that basis we have accepted certain further additions to the 
Schedule. These arc not new, and I have not the least doubt that the 
honourable members opposite have considered the various amendments 
already. 

Rli HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes. the previous amend- 
ments. 

Vh# HOfttrif Mr. H. 8* 8UHRAWARDY. If the honourable 
members have considered the previous amendments, they will realise 
that these amendments fall in line with them (Rai Haruptmu Nath 
Chaudhuki : Where is the time for us to realise^) and consequ en tly 
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I am not springing a surprise on the honourable members opposite or 
on the House. Sir, may I further point out that the question of 
Schedule will come up at a fairly later stage and the honourable 
members will have ample time to consider it when it comes up. There 
is no use calling “wolf” at this stage. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: The Hon’ble Minister himself 
has put in amendments to his own clause to-day and they have Wen 
circulated to us. Sir, even so, we may have to propose certain drafting 
amendments to his proposals. Therefore, it will ultimately effect 
economy of the time at our disposal if they are all classified clause by 
clause so that we may consider them in their proper hearings. Other- 
wise, there will he rambling discussion and every amendment will W 
talked over and ultimately it will be found that much time has been 
taken. In the interests of efficient passage of the Hill and in the 
interests of economy of time my humble suggestion to you, Sir, is that 
we should be given more time to consider these things. Let there be a 
closure of amendments and let them be classified, sorted, printed and 
circulated in the form of a booklet ns originally it was done. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T will try my best to get them printed, if jmssible, 
in the course of to-morrow. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 think they might to W taken 
up after being printed. 

(The Hon’ble Mr. II. S. SuhruwanU rose to speak.; 

At the present moment, I am addressing the Speaker and if the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister will he a little patient, he will not lose 
anything. 

What 1 was going to say is that the !Jon‘lde Minister haH submitted 
amendments on various clauses, and we ought to he given an opportu- 
nity to submit our amendments, if any, to Government proposals. 
That we have not got. Secondly, may I ask the Hon 'hie Finance 
Minister to consider that if Government require an adjournment of 
the House in order to settle the matter with their supporters, should 
w’e not W given some time to settle them amongst ourselves ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: ] think I shall he able to get them printed by 
4 o’clock to-morrow. In the meanwhile let us proceed with the Bill 
and see how far we can go on. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I appreciate your point 
and ordinarily we would have agreed to this. But the difficulty is 
this, that the clause* are so inter-related that it will he absolutely 
meaningless to apply our mind to the old amendments leaving out of 
account the proposed new amendments. 
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Mr. SPEAKERS If there is any objection to any amendment that 
has been plated before the House to-day, I will certainly keep that 
section open for a further discussion. In the meantime, I will get 
the entire list printed by to-morrow. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, then what will be done 
to-day. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: In clause l, 1 do not find any amendment. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In clause 1, we have our 
amendments. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But they were circulated long before. 


Clause 1. 

Erijut A8HUT08H MULLICK: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 
1(3), in line 1, after the words “such date,” the words “not being 
earlier than six months after the termination of the present European 
war’ 1 be inserted. 

jftstRnrft topjr Bftwfhr croiftm 

c o *r *ftnn **fr ts ^ ft* a *ftro 

*tft & tpsft Mrs *ftrefe i 4* ftt* ntepw-ratore 

TOtrofrm, ftr* ^ *5F5fa sr — 

•EtcvT ■ to *3*nro ^ y$r ; ^ v &tim c*ts * Wfr 

wv 6 ! jB * 21*101 *afttoi tjfiftfa, tot ^ ftratfr ftr? 

Yt*r c*m, *ftos i *3ftfhrTt*ft <£ 

^ C5tnr ^TitTOR ft** ftfro *i $^*1 

** ft **rftftt«ft $*r ^55* c*T*$ W 5 ft stiffen ft*fa 

CTOTS ft* (ftt* *1 »TC*ft *7*3 *1 *****£*3 CTO'S TO? 

Rtw[ *ftnn *lft TOf *ft *i i ft*j<nt*n 4* to ft^p 55*nr 

toi ** fw ftcTOt, ftro iTtgtwtw* ** 

^ ftm TOR ®TO, TO'ft ^ ftvjft 35TJC13 *TO* TOl 

to**i fan Rtfpfii *131*7 ftro ** TOt* *$* 

*1 (TO, 3ft^TC% Tjpft >8 TO l fa* 

CT 5*5 <W *t5p *ftor 5TO ^fts *TOT3* &£wt’ TO *"* ^ 

CTO'S 3TftR& *ffaft *ftTO $TO <71* RflgT *tfiftfa3 ift ftfe f 
TOTT, <71* >8 Hjl#f ^5TRT#f TOT CTOtl TO 

5* *t** *31, TO TO ftw* TO ft* | *ifflTO*tI 4* TOtJl ^ 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


213 


194L] 
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n;gH ’Cto? TO to? TO* f%:c*rfro TO <?i$ vtTO 5 ^n Iroft^ 

iiw i fe $tTO clM w to TOa frsrc a f=t$* i to tot irofO* 

«jto cro tofm TOr TO^r, TOfro — »?, groro *ttt*tt 

«rafsr i c’fr ts’t to§ TO TOtw ^iftTO itro ’ll jictoir 

to^ toi C5TO i to'k ’’wto frofrors otro to to a totwjto toji- 

✓ 

TOB ^r^rfw TO, <$T51 *$T°T9 **C* 

‘pff^<r^'-H — Dominion Status ft^Jl *flfVYH fan C^TTt 7 ^ 3 5^ I 

^rPnrr^Y nffitTOfty fa it’R fafa*r ^ ’stn ^tros* 

v tfcv sfi ' TO ^Tt^T | "S^Tfs ^sHOT ^ 

w^iot srt (^H 'S srtfs* ^st^S^tw ^rfas ^PTfafat^ 4$ 

^• yc f j | fc|^ f%3jrg ^ ft?r *JT$R Tfatfl t 6TO ’TSl Ot ^5 

*rt*re Tfro^r to’ i w?r>it*fac*fa fa’Jt’f 

stes ^OTtr? sSw i *tfacro ^faro* ^HH 'Q 

4$ <7T, TOtr^ wstrs ^tsrsn ot w^PTt^ 4 ! 

<*&• TOP W* ft CTO'S Tftm , ^t3W 6 t ^ I 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8AHYALS Sir, shall 1 move my amend- 
ment? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think, you don’t move your amendment No. 8? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: No, Sir. I will apeak on 
amendment No. 7. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right, lei me first finish the others. Mr. ltai 
Chaudhuri, will you move your amendment No. 274? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, that is altogether 
of a different nature, having a different scope. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It only restricts the time of the Act. One amend- 
ment concerns the beginning of the Act and the other amendment, I 
mean yours, the* conclusion of the Act. 
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Rat HARENDRA MATH CHAUDHURI: Tee, Sir, with the 
termination of the Act. This will be a separate amendment. May 
I move it first, SirP 


Mr. SA9ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, the character of his 
amendment will be affected by the question whether amendment No. 7 
is accepted or not. So let us go on with amendment No. 7 now. The 
two things are entirely apart in principle and scope. 

Mf. SPEAKER. One gentleman moves that the Act should begin 
six months after the termination of the war and another gentleman 
moves that it should be over within three years. But they both control 
its operation and therefore it is an integral part of the section dealing 
with operation. 


R«i HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
after the word “appoint*' at the end of sub-clause (J) of clause l the 
following words he added, viz. — 

“and shall remain in force for three v ears from that date." 

8ir, the purpose of this amendment is to make the Act current, 
only for three years. Sir, it is true that sales tax has been resorted 
to by many countries; but it is true at the same time that other countries 
thought of sales tax only when their public finance was thrown out of 
gear either by war or by unprecedented depression in world trade. 

Take for instance Germany. Germany resorted to sales tax in 1918, 
that is, in the year of the Armistice, just when they were faced with 
the problem of reparations. Take, again, France. Frame resorted 
to sales tax in 1920 or 1921, I believe, when her public finance, of 
course, was depleted in consequence of war. Take again the instance 
of the States of America. There they took to sales tax when the world 
depression started in 1929. It was between 1929 and 19-W that five 
States of America introduced their sales tax and all the other States 
introduced their sales tax in or after 1900. and the States introduced 
their sales tax not only as an emergency measure, hut also as a tempo- 
rary measure. Some of the sales taxes of the States are due to expire 
within a year or two. It is, therefore. Sir, on that general principle 
T hold that the sales tax should not be imposed if it is not required 
by the emergency of the situation, or if it is imposed, it should be 
imposed as a temporary measure only. When other countries have 
done so, there is no justification for Bengal to introduce the stiles tax 
as a perinaneut measure even if it is justified as an emergency measure. 

That is my first argument. 

Sir, my next argument would be that the Finance Minister in his 
revised estimate for the current year has shown that there is going to 
be a deficit of 1 crore and 7 lakhs on the revenue accbunt. But, Sir, * t 
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our revenues are going to be hit by 45 lakhs under one head — Customs— 
alone. If it were not so, there would not have been such an urgent 
necessity of passing this Bill to balance the budget. Now, it has got 
to be admitted that there has been a deterioration under the head 
“Customs” because of the prevailing war conditions. That being so, 
we have got to tide over this difficulty, that is to say, the war situation, 
and my suggestion to the Government will l>e that you have your sales 
tax for three years and just sec how your finances improve. If your 
finances improve after the war, there will be no further necessity of 
continuing the sales tax. If you pass this tax for three years only, 
well, it will be possible for you to tide over the war situation and the 
present difficulty at any rate. It is because of these reasons that I 
put forward my proposition that the sales tax should he passed only 
for three years. If after three years, when it is expected the war will 
be over and the normal state of things will return, you find further 
necessity for this Act you may re-enact this measure us you have 
re-enacted the other Finance Act that was passed by the old Govern- 
ment as a temporary measure. 

Sir, with these arguments J would press my motion for the considera- 
tion of the House. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
support both the amendments proposed by my friend Mr. Mullick on 
behalf of Dr. Sanval and by my friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri. 
Sir, the first amendment proposes that the Bill should not he put into 
operation earlier than six months after the termination of the present 
European war. Sir, we have trod upon this question at the earlier 
stages when the motion for circulation was mooted and even the other 
day when the question of recommittal was discussed. One of the 
strong arguments against this taxation measure is that the time to-day 
iB not the proper context for the imposition of a tax of this description. 
It is quite well known, Sir, that on account of the war which hai» 
enveloped this country and this province big industries have come to a 
state of deadlock and small industries are not even functioning an a 
desperate existence. Commerce has come to a standstill. There it 
neither import, nor export. The result is that the people are not only 
not making profits out of their business, hut to a large extent business 
is running at a loss. 


Now, one of the remarkable features of this Bill is that profit or no 
profit the sales would be taxed. Sir, this is against the fundamental 
conception even of income-tax measures. Now, such a taxation measure 
could be permitted certainly upon the assumption that persons and 
commodities that are going to be taxed are able to bear the burden 
of taxation on the ground of assumed profits, but such an assumption 
of profits would bef entirely beside the point to-day with the context of 
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the war behind us when all business, trade and commerce is at a 
deadlock, is dwindling, is almost fast going into liquidation. It is 
well known, Sir, — and I hope the Hon’ble the Finance Minister also is 
not ignorant of that, — that the prices of food-crops and ordinary 
necessaries have gone up and that is an alarming feature so far as the 
consumers are concerned the*number of which is so large. Whatever 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister may have said on the floor of the House, 
we have reasonable grounds to feel and to apprehend that ultimately 
the burden of taxation will be visited upon the consumers, the largest 
number of which are very, very poor. In that view of the thing, Sir, 
persons who are purchasing their commodities for necessaries of exist- 
ence at a high price should not be further visited by extra taxations 
in the midst of poverty and depression. 

There is also another fact. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister will 
probably jump up whenever there is mention of jute. But it is not 
merely jute but sugarcane and other money crops are not. selling to-day. 
The result is that the pockets of the poor persons are poorer and 
emptier still. So, Sir* taking the thing from the two points of view, 
let not this taxation measure, even if this Bill is passed to-day, be put 
into operation till the war is over. Six months is necessary for readjust- 
ment after the war period and when the ordinary economic laws of 
demand and supply will come into operation, then and then will it be 
time for getting additional revenue out of this taxation and certainly 
not before that. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the amendment proposed by my esteemed 
friend llai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, he has made out a very good 
case. It is one of the fundamental principles of all Finance Bills that 
they are taken as emergency measures. If they are taken as emergency 
measures, the period should also be limited in proportion to emergency 
consideration. Mr. Rai Chaudhuri has proposed a very reasonable 
time of three years, and after three years this House or the succeeding 
Legislature will be in a position to consider the effects and the 
repercussions of this taxation Bill upon the vast millions who will be 
affected. If then the Fiuance Minister can make out a strong case for 
a further extension of this period, he can come out with a new Bill. 
The old arguments will be there, and it will be time for the representa- 
tives of the electorate to consider that Bill at that time. So, Sir, I 
submit that the amendments proposed, via., 7 and 274, be accepted, if 
not by the Hoiv'ble Finance Minister, at least by the members of this 
House. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN NASHEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to support the motion moved by my friend Mr. Mullick on behalf of 
Hr. Sanyal. Sir, you know very well and the world knows how anxious 
we are for the successful prosecution and the successful termination of t 
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the present European war, for the simple reason that we are peaoeful 
citisens and we do not propose to be involved in the European war. 
(The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: Success for whom?) Success 
for you, for the Government. But at the same time, Sir, our heart 
palpitates when we read between the lines of the speech of the Prime 
Minister of England when he says that the enemy may come at the 
gate of India. Sir, when we find in the newspapers the statement by 
Adolf Hitler and the statement by Rudolf Hess and others while they 
say that the greatest war machine of all time is ready, at that time we 
feel that our existence is no longer safe in India. (The Hon’hle Mr. 
H. S. Suhrawardy: Except by satyagralui.) (Mr, Sakat Chandra 
Bose: Or except by clownish performances.) Sir, the condition of 
all businesses is topsy-turvy now. Sir, look at the business of jute; 
look at the business of paddy and ricef look at the business of piece- 
goods in India, particularly in Calcutta. Owing to war situation 
nothing is at rest. It is only wise for the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister to wait till the successful prosecution of the war. At least 
we can expect from the Finance Minister that he will not wage war 
against the people of India by passing this Bill at a time when the 
co-operation of Indians is urgently needed by the British Government 
in England. 

Sir, the suggestion made by my friend Mr. Mullick is very pertinent 
from another point of view. The life of the present Government, parti- 
cularly the life of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, expires on the 1st 
of April, 1 042. God alone knows whether it will he extended or not, 
but let us think in the ordinary course the life of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister will be finished on the 1st of April, 1942. Sir, God alone 
knows whether he will come to pow r er again. I wish that he does not 
come to power. In that case, Sir, he w T ill have no responsibility. Let 
the sales tax be introduced and given effect to after the successful 
termination of the war. As I read the speech of the Prime Minister 
of England, there is a possibility that this war will he terminated in 
the year 1942, if not earlier. But we wish we could terminate it in 
April, 1941. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have given two months’ grace! 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: We are still in the winter 
season and consequently two months ahead. 

Sir, I think that from both points of view ft will be wise for the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister to agree to the proposal of Mr. Mullick. It 
will be difficult, if not impossible, for the Government to realise the 
sales tax as long as the war continues. Nobody knows, and nobody 
can say with certainty, what will be the condition of India in March 
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or April next. Nobody knows, and nobody can say with certainty, 
that to-morrow bombs may not fall on this city of Calcutta because' the 
danger signal has already been given by the Prime Minister of England. 
Therefore, it will be wise for the Hon’ble Minister in charge to find out 
some other ways of securing money for meeting the deficit of the 
budget. Sir, is it too much to expect from this Government that 
during this war in which India is directly and indirectly involved — 
we are a belligerent country and we cannot deny that — there will be 
no further taxation when every avocation of life is disturbed, parti- 
cularly business. Therefore, Sir, I would request the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister to agree to the proposal made by Mr. Mallick. 


Maulvi ABDUL WAHED:* ’ToWfc ’TteR — rat* ^ *f*PF 

iMfw for c*Pr snr rid'fl brt 

a tcihtc yra Mrs tjra rtc st* ft, 

^TRPl 4$ *nft ^51 rai W^PTPfPn^Pr 

CWft TO 4* *IW TOT $*PT C? TTCT1 

'Q c$h eft C5ft% rapr fa*jm "ra sftMJtva «ncw i 
ra tos^t ^rSH 2f7 6 t tot ra ra* tffra frare^ i ^pra w^rtrara 
rai m vn fra, fra ranrat^ ra era rareran cra^ \ 

<£tPPt "mtS C*U$ ffaro> I ^’^PT *(& ^PTt^ 6 ! #7PT ^ C'tUf to 
S’W? Hira ^mpi ’pr *jt«w ^rPn fra% i to* era? ^spi 

trfefaRi rare r tot ftora i g r *pra sRraPtf rare rai 

fra, c*r ra* fro ran te#T **’<5 -sftc^r rar fra rapp 
*ra rarer toto i ra ofrora ran fafci 

aRT tprs 5 CsS>C5? I 

ratfto ’rtppr— rara rara sRrarPrc 6 !* ! rara 

rara w^ramrcTO ^*7 ra ran ra ras c*#, ran ft’fi rar 
ra ran tiJitfW! cra&r fVf% fra ra ra?ra ftra ra 

raws 4 ? $*pj era to raw* ra era - ra* eph rat? ^pti ra$, rar 
®*pr ramr stra? ra^ A f^pmr fRfci i tfRsfinn ^^f^r fV&«$ 
oni fra— ^ era itff rfl rat*nr^ i 

/ se ( 

tin Han'M* Mr. H. •. SHURAWARDY: I 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: ’T3t»rf% Jttm — 'Utft YRP5 Tt> 

<a alt acYiaiPM c«r*itcaSfcJt otrr ^flw. ¥cr ai* ’jfot atftflr 
wrt'sica ai fad. vfv 'utatm «nfa ntd, atfa *ttca Mtdtt *tlt mtct . / 
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<sfro ^tus TOm wto ywnmn fw cTO dot f% 

^rcn toc^ i vwjto tot wro fcrofi W3i TO or 4Wcro 

#C33 TOTC1 TO CVO 1 VfwHM* 33 I fa$ CTOTO C^TT’t I 

^Thr TOMfe wm — ^ TOtw* w<3ft3 ntC33 5(6 firfsig 4 * 
*rcv tto <xh 1 wto toto ^rwtoict #tfr fro cbfci vropr 1 
^fwir 331 c? c$rwm $toc$i c£w 331 33 ft, to far* W3i3 ^tc*nr 
$TO cfa 331 ^ 1 WTO ftereiw* #fr cto c$h to ncc^, $tc«r 3 
3*n at crotch c$i ci?w fro to 31 , to c$wot to o<rcw ^fto 

4$ cfor 333 toc$ to 1 4* sire *t far 4 #TO csii to ws% 1 

WTO f^tn <5fc33 TO33 3TO TO CTOC$ 1 W^S 4$ *ff3TO CFtTTO 
333 33 TOsfi cTO 43 #?r tffowm to#to cTOfe 1 tow$ 4 $ §tcf 

^tt33 #fr C3331 FTO 31 I C3 olC3 Ctt^l CTO #31 tftfr fTO 4PTCS3 

C 3 $\ 5 tt 3 TO #n 433$ R33 ^tro #33 wj? ^fwrccs telt to to 43 
*ff$fiiRn to toto i 

* TOffa TafTO TO33 — WTO 4? fapWS for $TO TO TO 43 ; 
TO 3TO Wft TOlTtTO TOTOf TOT fatTTO TO CTO «C3^ 4 $ 

w^r to 3TO wtrt ftrfro* TO toto sp frtri , #5 £twi C3C$ PtcTO 1 
TOTO errors to 4T tow to tow , 3 * tow pcto i WTO fir/Pr 
4$ wi ftarcraR fwro ^rr^ to^ i c^t wt sr?r ^a^n, nr$ 

cro f^onr ^s 3t^r to TO TOn, ^ TOrm »rf^cTO 1 Tf:TO «r- 

WTO«f TO TO TO TOTTO To TTO? Wft TOTS TO%ft^ 

^t:TO 3rifhr^ cn vKi Wir ?fTO toc^t $tc$ srTOTOc 6 ^ ^c*nr ftcTO 
ONl fro, #31 (7& <lftTO T3CH I CT^n TO$^ C3 4T OQTTO viJT oQT 
WT TO1R TO #31 «ilC^ 4TO ^T1 UlTO cfrw 3fro fTOOT «R- 

wtoc 4 ^ I 4 $ Jr TORtfr #31 TO^pr 1 -ijSr 3trof t 3 to *j3 i 

TO odl f^T 3tft ofc I ^ C3 >^85 TO $TO TO? 5^8^ TOR 
tpft TOT "tfhFl S^llTO To I TOrtr ^3^ T3Tt3 SRTOfaTO TO ^‘t 
J?1 T313 3RT Wft JTlwfl TWRI3 TOfe 3t*TO W^rtTOC^ TO OTO I #31 
CTR 3t*TO WTOTOTO C#CT3 TO TO CtOT ^1 TCTR I WTO 3RTOt3*t 
Cttft’® TO TO TOT3 TfTRWl, W3 «f%C3 fTOC$ — TOl T3 TTOT ^tftTO 
TOC^ I 4^ WN 3f*T #C*f3 TO3 CTO®! T31 33 ’$tTOT TOt3 f%»JtJT WJJ 
#33IC$ CTOf ftcTORf 3fCT i^C3 I 

Mr c ItWAR DAS JALAN: Mr, Shaker, Sir, I beg to eupport both 
the amendments moved by Mr. Mulliok tmd Mr. Rai Cbeudhuri, and in 
doing no I wish to draw the att^btion of ijcte House to the situation 
k through which we tire paslfng at present. The Hon'ble the Blnanoe 
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Minister has already stated that this is a tax xm the!%onjHuners, and 
it is a fact that a portiodof the tax must be passed on to the consumers. 
Then the argument of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister was that if we 
can bear an increase in price on account of the war and other causes, 
why cannot we bear an increase in price of, say, one pice per rupee 
when we are purchasing these goods? Now, Sir, ttere are things over 
which we have no control, and there are things over which we have. 
Simply because a man has died of plague, I do not say that he should 
be made to die of it. That is not the argument which the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister should advance. The whole position is whether 
the present is the time when the consumers of Bengal should bear a 
tax of this kind. 

Sir, the population of Bengal is either agricultural or*mainly con- 
sists of persons who are * service-holders, mostly drawing small 
salaries or rather, I should say, of classes who eke out their living 
by getting whatever they can in the offices of European firms or in 
Government services or in like ways. So far as the cultivators are 
concerned, my friends opposite know quite w;ell that the prosperity of 
the cultivators depends upon the price of jute. And that is the reason 
why Government have been moving heaven and hell in order to raise * 
the price of jute, but Government have not been able to succeed so far, 
because the forces which are controlling its price are such that it is 
rather impossible for Government to control it. At present the price 
of jute depends upon the export and the quantity that we can export 
to foreign countries. Export of jute has been curtailed and will remain 
curtailed for a long time to come. So far as the British Government 
is concerned, it has already stated in clear and unequivocal terms that 
this war, if they want to win, is going to last for several years, and that 
the coming spring is going to see a vast offensive in submarine warfare, 
and unless the British Government is provided with new ships by the 
year 1942, it will he impossible for the British Government to continue 
its trade and commerce in the world. Now, these factors go to show 
that if the war is prolonged during the next two or three years, the 
amount of jute which we can export will not he very much. We 
depended upon the extra consumption of jute on account of the war, 
and we found that there was a brisk demand when the war broke out. 
But now we find that in Order* to save the people from air attacks atad 
for the purposes of war, jute is not required so much as it had been 
required for trench warfare during the last war. Therefore, we come 
to this conclusion, that so far as the demand side of jute is concerned, 
if the war lasts longer which it must, if our British friends are going 
to win it, then in that case we must be prepared for the next two or 
three years to see that the export of jute would be negligible. 

So far as the supply of jute is concerned, of course a scheme of 
regulation is going to be enforced uext year. But I may tell you 
even now that in spite of all schemes for the regulation of this crop, . 
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you jfciit rest assured thal the supply is going to be much greater than 
what you are expecting* it to be. You cannot control "the adjoining 
provinces of Bihar and Assam ; at the same time whatever the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister might say, those who have got experience of 
trade and commerce can predict that the expectations of the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister are not going to be true 

Tho Hon'ble Mr# H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Expectations in whatP 

Mr. I8WAR DA8 JALAN: That the amount of the next year’s 
crop will be regulated to the extent that the Government desires. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Well, we shall see 

Mr. I8WAR DA8 JALAN: Therefore, I say, so far as the price of 
jute is concerned, you may rest assured that for the next few years it 
is not going to rise to (he point that has been hoped for, but that it 
will remain at a low level and that the purchasing capacity of the agri- 
culturists w ill thereby he affected. So far as the service-holders ure 
concerned, I should say that the price of every article that they are 
now purchasing has increased; that prices of all miscellaneous goods 
have increased several fold. The price of jute which the agriculturists 
sell has gone down, but the prices of all articles which they consume 
have gone up. The agriculturists are therefore doubly affected. So 
far as the service-holders are concerned, there is no prospect of any 
increase in their salaries. Whatever salary they are now drawing 
they will continue to draw, but they will have to pay more for the 
articles that they consume. At present the position of the bfutdralog 
classes in Bengal, and especially of the Hindu bhadralog classes, is 
such that graduates and M.As. are dying of starvation, and you want 
that such persons whose income is, say, Rs. 20 a month, should pay 
more. It would certainly be a hardship on him even to pay one pice 
in every rupee as a tax to Government, Therefore, we say that the 
present is not the proper time for levying a tax of this nature which 
will ultimately fall heavily Olathe eonaumer. Even the European 
Party was against this tax on the ground that because the war is going 
on, therefore, more and more demands on the people will be there, so 
far as the war purposes are concerned. Of course, they have spue 
revised their policy and, rightly or wrongly, they are now going to 
support thp Government, although according to their own * statement 
in this House, this is not the time for levying a tax of this nature. The 
war has not ceased to exist, and the war demands are still there. The 
only thing that has happened is that under the pressure of Government 
the European Party has changed their attitude 
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Mr. SPEAKERS But I was just hearing that Government has 
changed their attitude on the pressure of * the European Group. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. I8WAR DAS JALANS It might happen, Sir, that the ^customs 
duty or other duties or taxes may bring in more revenues to Govern- 
ment, and Government may not require this tax ; but even if Government 
do require it, then there is no harm in bringing forward a measure of a 
similar nature in future and get that passed by the House. That is the 
reason, Sir, why I support both the amendments, and l ask the Govern- 
ment if not from the point of view of dealers, because so far as the dealers 
are concerned they will be more or less like post offices to pass on this 
tax to the consumers, but from the point of view of the poor millions 
of Bengal, not only the cultivators but also all those poor service- 
holders who are eking out their existence by serving in offices and other 
places. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I must confess to 
a feeling of surprise, if not of astonishment, at the change of outlook 
of my friends opposite. I was agreeably surprised to find that my 
friends opposite realise that the war is almost at our doors, and that 
it is incumbent upon us to support the British in their prosecution of 
the war, ami that on their victory depends our own peace and safety. 
I was, however, disagreeably surprised to find. Sir, that my honourable 
friends opposite have not yet realised that even while the war is on, 
the work of the nation must proceed, and the nation-building depart- 
ments must progress, and whether we have a war or no war, we must 
try and develop our national services and ameliorate the condition of 
our people to the best of our ability. (Mr. Atvl Krishna Ghose: By 
taxation !) 

Now, Sir, it would seem that my friends opposite have now more 
compunction for the war and desire that there should be a greater 
endeavour to support the Government in the prosecution of the war 
than for providing money for the nation-building departments. If I 
had felt that the money saved Ivy the abandonment of this taxation 
proposals would be spent by the getlemen opposite to help the British 
in the prosecution of the war, perhaps *1 might have revised my views 
in regard to thiB species of taxation. (Rai Harendua Nath 
CmunHURi: Nobody said that.) * 

%ir, IJai Harepdra Nath^haudhuri has given us instanoea of other 
coun trill “which have levied taxation only for temporary periods. He 
has cited % the instance of Germany — I do not know whether the taxa- 
tion thpre is 'temporary ot not I think it is of a very permanent nature; 
it is continuing from year tt) year ; there have been changes in" the 
amount, figure and the percentage, but it is continuing — but I submit, 
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Sir, Aat it is not a sufficient parallel. So far as our Provincial Gov- 
ernment is concerned, the sales tax is almost the only method of taxa- 
tion At our disposal by which we can hope to raise a substantial 
amount of money. If we were an autonomous Government, then we 
could have taxes of other kinds; we might have increased the export 
and import duties; we might li;i ve levied a higher rate of income-tax; 
we might have tried other measures, but with a Provincial Govern- 
ment like ours, the sales tax is almost the only remedy to which we 
can resort, particularly in periods of depression. 1 would like honour- 
able members of the House to note that whenever a sales tax lias been 
imposed, it -has not lieen imposed at a time when everything was 
flourishing, but it has been imposed during periods of depression. (Hai 
Harendra Nath Chatdhuki : That is our argument.) 

Now, Sir, if we find that we have too much money at our disposal, 
if after we have iappped other measures of taxation, there is plenty 
of money which we do not know how to spend, then 1 have not the 
least doubt that the Finance Ministers who will come after me will so 
regulate taxation as to bring the income within the amount of expendi- 
ture, leaving of course a fair sum for reserves. Hut that is a matter 
for the future. So far us the present is concerned, we cannot avoid 
this taxation at all. My friend points out that there has been a 
temporary deterioration under the head “Customs” and some day or 
other the finances will be much better, and we shall have more money 
from the Centre uml more money from the jute proceeds. This urgu- 
merit is plausible, and it would have been correct if the income of this 
Government was at any time sufficient to meet the ordinary expense^. 
As a matter of fact, the income of this Government is per capita less 
than the income of any other province und has never been sufficient to 
meet that standard of administration which a reasonably run Govern- 
ment ought to meet. 

Sir, I do not know whether 1 need refer to Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
SanyaFs argument, because he has contradicted himself over and over 
again. On the one hand, he said that traders would lose if this tax was 
levied and therefore it was iniquitous, and then after that he said that 
the tax will be paid by the consumers. Now if the tax is paid by the 
trader, what do^i it matter whether there is profit or no profit to the 
trader? He simply passes on the tax which he has collected from the 
consumer. (Mr. Atul JftisiufA Uhose: What a fine argument!) 

Abdul Wahed Mia of Bokainagar has in a way justified the name 
which he so proudly bears. (Laughter from the Coalition Party 

Benches.) 4* 

** 

Mr. AfUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. Doer* 
the Hon’ble Minister know that there are commodities like himmt and 
jdbakuium oil which are sold at the very same prices at which the 
dealers bny then* from the manufacturers? 
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TV* Hon'blf Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: I am fully aware of that! 
Mr. Bokainagari states that in anticipation of this tax the prices of 
commodities that are going to hi taxed have gone up and he cites as an 
instance that the price of salt has gone up from five pice to six pice 
or seven pice. Now, Sir, everyone, who has read this Bill knows — of 
course I do not expect Abdul Wahed Mia of Bokainagar to read this 
Bill (Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta: Why not?) — that salt has been 
exempted from taxation. IfHhe price of salt has gone up, it must 
hyave gone up for other reasons. I have not the least doubt that if 
there is increase in price or fluctuations jn price, the increase or decrease 
is due to economic reasons and has nothing whatsoever with this 

proposed taxation. ! 

Mr. Jalan has put forward arguments which go against the imposi- 
tion of the tax, and not in favour of the amendments. I think those 
arguments have already been met by me on previous occasions. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Sir, there are two other 

amendments, namely, Nos. 237 and 238. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Amendment No. 237 has not been moved, while 
amendment No. 238 is out of order. 

The motion of Srijut Ashutosh Mu Hick that in clause 1 ( 3) t in 
line l, after the words “such date,” the words “not being earlier than 
six months after the termination of the present European war” be 
inserted, was then jfcgit and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 60. 

Jalan, Mr. I. o. 

Jfttafe AH Majaniar, Maalvi. 

Katen. Mr. Mtokttte Rat*. 

Maji, Mr. Aivatta Kamar. 

Mateal, Mr. AnrHa Lai. 

Maalrereaaua Mamatatft, Maataaa MS. 

Man Lai Maaala, Mr. 

MalUak, Irijat Ateatn**. 

Naafcar, Mr. HtM ©latere. 

Raasltr AH, Mr. tyte. 

RamImRBHi AlanR, Mr. 
ity, Mr. (tan ©latere. 

Ray, Mr. Ska* taakar. 

Ray, Mr. Managua Rat*. 
laayaL Mr. IirrM Ink ter. 
tea, Mr. Atal ©Rater*, 
tea, Rai BateRtr Jayatk SRartra. 
tea-Rapta, Mr*. RaMa. J 
llafcaRafl, Mr. 

IfcaiaMla AlainR, Mr. M. 

Matte, Rate Kafcatra Waffc. 

Mate, Irtjat MaatoRra Rfcaaaa, 

Ttefcar, Mr. Preautta Raajte. 

Wafer Rifeau, MaaM. 
lata, Mr. A. M. A. . 


AMal Waite, Maalvi. 

Ala Narnia larfcar, Maaial. 

Alai rail, Mr. MR. 

Atate Klaa, Mr. lyte. 

AMmaRRta AlanR, Mr. 

RaaarR, Mr. f . 

Saaarjl, Mr. latya Prtya. 

Raraia, Rate Pramliri. 
iarmaa, Bala Ihyaaia PraaaA. 
■tew Mil, Dr. Rail tea ©latere. 
•Man, Bala LakteM} Marayaa. 
RMwat, Mr. lannira Rati. 

Raaa, Mr. larat 0 latere. 
Rtefcralarty, Mr. JaRtera Ratk. 
Rtenteart, Ral Naratere Ratk. 
Dm, Mr, M ta mt la n . 

DMiapta, Bate KkR«»tera RMR. 
Dm Rapta.«M)at Narttere Rati. 
Dalai, Mr. MareaRre Rath. 
i M R tea l Mafia, KaaL 
Bteaa, Mr. Atal Krlakaa. 

■ P PM vvnm mm 
Bapta, Mr. J, ft. 

latalaRRli M u r re y, Mr. tyte. 
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■on — in. 


MM Ml m. Mm. 

AMM Mafcfca Vtkrmnyart, ImW M. 

AMat Hand, Mr. A. M. 

AInM MMir Haatti. 

AMaRa-ot Mabanol, Mr. 

AMNr >rt— , K baa Babalar A. f. H. 

AMar RaaobM MitaHi, Mr. 

AXar t a i l n iA Maahri MB 
Afeiar Raaf, Kbaa bat alar MaaM I. 

AMar Raaf, Kbaa Mftbiar Bbab. 

AMar Raaiak, Maahri 
AMaa MaMai, Maahri Ml. 

AbMar Rua Mwlban, Kbaa Babalar Maalri. 
Abal Hasbiai, MaatvL 
Abal Maaala Abam, Mr. 

Abal Qaasoai, MaaM. 

Altai All* Mr. 

Abam All Mrdba, MaaM. 

AkaM Maaala, Mr. 

AMasaMla Abani, Kbaa Babalir MaaM. 
AariaaRab, Kbaa la Ml MaaM. 

Aarfr AN Mia, MaaM Ml. 

. Aaararal AMm, Kbaa Babalar Ml. 

AabrafaM, Mr. H. 

Aalal Maooala Kbaa, Kbaa Babalar MaaM. 
Aibar Alt, MaaM. 

Balralloja, Mr. lyol. 

Birbatyro, Mr Hoary, Bart 
•Maaa, Mr. BaMb ML 
•b f a al a u . Mr. 4. W. 

Oaa, Ral Sabll Kirit Bbaoaa. 

Klbar, Mr. Ilyoairaaatb. 

PariMl Rata Bbambary, Mr. H. 

Parbat Baaa Kbaaaa^ Bogaa. 

Patlal Mat. tbo Maa*Ma Mr. A. K. 

Paata! Qaalk, Kbaa Babalar Maalri. 

PaMa* R abana, Mr. (Oaaoa). 

PaMar Rob MM, Mr. (Myanaotagb). 

•taMiaC. Mr. D. 

•rtMtbA Mf. 0. 

•yaMMMa Abani BbaMbary, Atbal). 

MabMaRab, tbo Haa’Mo Karol Babalar R., at 
Baaaa. 

HaHaw, Mr. R. R. 

AfcaalbaH — * 

VMUNfli HS9V to 

NaaMaMa aBmnA Kbaa talM 
Kawtaa, Mr. k. a. 



HcaMagt, Mr. R, A, 

Haalry, Mr. BavM. 

Kaywaal, Mr. Ragan. 

NlrtaM, Mr. M. A. f. 

****** Abani, Kbaa Babalar MaaM. 
Kalinina Kbaa, Kbaa Babalar MaaM. 
Kaa«MAN Mkia, labibaala Kavaa lab lyol. 
Koaaaly, Mr. I. B. 

MtBrofac, Mr. B. B. 

MoltaMa Abnol, Rr. 

Mataallla A bam, Maahri, 

MaAb. Or. A. M. 

■aalal, Mr. lull Babari. 

M aalal, Mr. lafat Obaalra. 

MaakaMa Alloa*, MaaM. 

Margaa, Mr. i„ BJ.C. 

Miataai AN MoNab, MaaM M. 

Mibaaiaial Altai, Kbaa Babalar MaaM lytl 
Mabaaiam tbrabla^ Maalri. 

Mabaaiaial itlmaa, MaaM. 

MoIimms* ItraN, MaaM. 

MaNitb, tbo Mm ‘M o Mr. Makaala Bobary. 

MaMob, Mr. PaUa Bobary. 

Maobarra* Hoooaia, tbo Maa'Mo Kawot, Kbaa 
Babalar. 

Moottfiwul Hhh, Mr. lyol. 
Nooij,tboHoa‘MoM«bora|alHoobaa|ro, ot BoooIm- 
basar. 

Nataradab, Hawibaala K. 

NortM, Mr. H. R. 

PottM, Mr. W. 0. 

Raibot, tbo Haa'Mo Mr. Prawaaa Bob. 

Roy, Mr. Obaaaaioy. 

Roy, Mr. PaNraah 
tolorMMo Aban|, Mr. 

•aim#)* Alan*, Hit 
labobo-Alan, Mr. lyol. 

IoHm, Mr. I. A. 
ttnooo, Mr. R. M. 

•orajal Irton, Mr. 

IbababaMa, Mr. Klwaja, BAR. 

Ibaamnila Abam KboMkar, Mr. 

Itawialr, Mr. I, f, 

Wrlar, Bala LHta Maala. 

•aiKb, Mr. H. Brobaat 
tyoRor, Mr. I. H. 

Ho«m, Mo. 4. W. R. 
tabrawarty, tbo Haa'Mo Mr. M. I. 

Ta ■ Ma n t a Kbaa, tbo Haa'Mo Mr. 

ToM Abam Bboaliary, Maahri,, all. 

Walkor, Mr. W. A.*M. ** 

Yaoal AN Ibaalbary, Hr. 


(ffjBfbre announcing the result.) 

UFo SPEAKER: “I am aorry Khan Bahadur Muhammad Ali it not 
here. He left the Chamber after I closed the division. 80 his vot# 
will be excluded. 

The Ayes beiajf bO and the 5oe« 101, tbeunotion was lo*t. 

\ $ 
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The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Ghaudljuri that after the word 
“appoint” at the end of sub-clause ( 3 ) of clause 1 the following words 
be added, viz. — 

“and shall remain in force for three years from that date.” 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYEI — 47. 

Jalcia44a Hallway, Ir.lyM. 

•ialaa, Hr. I.O. 
feaai All HaJaaMar, Raahri. 

Kifdi, Hr. Ntebftba Natb. 

Mall, Mr. AiwaRa M«ar. 

Maaiaf, Mr. A«HU Lai. 

Maaimsaaiaa tiaaiabait, Maataaa Mi. 

Maitak, trljat Alhataab. 

Raster, Mr. Maai Obaaira. 

Naaaliar AH, Mr. Syai. 

Raarisaiiia AbaMi, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara Obaaira. 

Rai, Mr. Niraa taakar. 

■ay, Mr. Maaaiallia Ratb. 

•aayal, Mr. iaaaate MUi. 
taa, Mr. Atal Obaaita. 

Ha, Rai iaaaiar A|ab Obaaira. 

Na-Rapta, Mn. NaUia. 
thabaiali, Mr. 

SbaanaMia AbaMi, Mr. M. 

Slaba, ftrtjat Maa.aira Rbaaaa. 

Tbakar, Mr. Pnuaatba Raa|aa. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M A. 


ROEt — #4. 


AMal Asia, Maalaaa Mi. 

Abial Haft a, Mr. Mina. 

AMal Hablai, MaaM. 

AMal Nafclaa Vlftraa^ari, MaaM Mi. 

AMal MaaM, Mr. A. M. 

AMalMaJM.Mr.iyM. 

AMaRa-AI Mabaiaai, Mr. 

AMar Rabnaa, Kbaa iabaiar A. P. M. 

AMar RaaabM «afta**4, Mr. 

AMar Ratb a M . MaaM Mi. 

AMar tail. Rbai iabaiar MaaM i. 

Abiar Raat, Kbaa teb a te r Ibab. 

Abiftr Raaak. Maabri. 

Abiai ibateai. MaaM Mi. 

AbMar Ran tbn ri b a r y, Kbaa iabaiar MaaM. 
.. AMI NaabHa. MaaM. 

Abal Haaala Mart, Mr. 

AIM Qaaaaau Maabrt.' 

Altab AR, Mr. 

AJMMi AR MiMba, MaaM. 

AbaMi Haaala. Mr* 

AMfer AH Mia. MaaM Mi. 

A— a wl Aaha. Kina Ra b aM a Mft. 

AabralaR. Mr. M. 


Aalai Naaaata Kbaa, Kbaa iabaiar M a a bri . 

Aibar AN. MaaM. 

Rairaiteja, Mr. byte. 

BMaiyra, Hr Haary. Rail 
Btoaraa, Mr. Raatfc LaL 
AMRyaaiala, Mr. 4. W. 

Daa, Rai labM Kbit Rbaaaa. 

PnbM Rasa Otearitery, Mr. M. 

Parbat tea* KteaaaL Raft*. 

Pasta! Hap, tba HaaMa Mr. A. K. 

PaMal Qaaitr, Kbaa iab a ia r MaaM. . 

Pastar tabnaa, Mr. (DaaaaJ. 

Pa Mar Raima, Mr. (MyflMMlagbJ. 

RMiM|, Mr. R. 

RyaaaiMa AMblR*ebaaMhwy, Aball. 

HaMbaRib, tba Haa*Ma tearabl i abai ar K, at 
Raaaa. 

HatwMbi ib aaftba ii Mtfti. 

RaaMaiMa AbM% Kbm toMb. 

HaMRaa, Mr. K. A. 



Abial Wabai, Maaivl. 

Aba Haaaala barter, MaaM. 

Abal Past, Mr. Mi. 

Abani Kbaa, Mr.tyai. 

Aaiataiiia AbaMi, Mr. 

•aaarjl, Mr.i*. 

•aaarjt, Mr. batya Prlya. 

Darns, baba Pra«bart. 
iaraiaa, iaba «bya»a Praia i. 
Rbaaradk, Dr. tablaia Obaaira. 
ilaaraa, iaba U tebart Harayaa. 
ilbaraa, Mr.ftaraaira a Mb. 

■Mb. Mr. tent iteairy. 
•bbkrabarty, Mr. Jatebra Hath, 
•baaibari, Rai Maraaira Rate. 
Daa, Mr. MaaaMbaa. 

Daa Capta, Baba Kbafaaira Ratb. 
Ota Rapt*. brljst Maraaira iatb. 
Aalai, Mr. Maraaira Ratb. 
iMiaial Hayaa, Karl, 
ibaaa, Mr. AtM Krtabaa. 

•ayta, Mr. ta«aab Obaaira. 

•ayta, Mr. 4. M. 

MaaM AN Obtvibary, Mr.ggai. 
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' HkM, m. m. ». f. 

^MMmebIb MMmi Bttataf 

KwWfcn, laMlniilUnim lyp. 
m— < y , Mr. t B. 

M» w fr» Mr. B. «. 



■ wpfi tfct H — Ht MafeHili Mnp iin, «« 

nwm Mm>n> K. 

Ntrtw, Mr. M. ft. 
http, Mr. W. «. 

Raitot, ttw Hm*M» Mr. Ptnmm 0*. 
itf, IP. DlNMNW)ty. 
tK w N iH Akm*, Mr. 

Ii fcitti AMp, Mr. I|p. 


MargM, Mr. B« S.I.E. 

MUip AN MtBsfe, MmM M. 

MaNapaai Atal, Kftaa Bahater Maahl Ip*. 
Bahaa*** Hap—, Maatvi. 


IhrfM, tfea NaaHa Mr. Mafcaaia Salary. 

MaMafc, Mr. hk Salary. 

Mafkarraf Maatala, tta Hta’Ma Naval, Kttaa 
BaiaSvr. 

MaNagavaaal Npaa, Mr. Ip*. 


taalataAfta, Mr. Klvaja, S.B.R. 
IHawMa AIM* KkaaHar, Mr. 
Ilaalalr, Mr.*, r. 

I Mar, Bata Utta Naa*a. 

I«HI, Mr. N. Brakaat 
•paBar, Mr. *. N. 

lalravarty, tka Maa'Ma Mr. N. I. 
Ta«tara**Ja Mas, Uw Haa'tfa Mr, 
TaHl AttaM* Ik— «lary, MaaM Haji. 
Walfcar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Taaal AU IkaPHry, Mr. 


The Ayes being 47 and the Noes 94, the motion was lost. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. * „ 


Clause 2. 

Hr, MD, ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 (/>) 
0), in line 3, after the word “immovable” the words “or movable” be 
inserted. 

The Hon'bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 oppose this 
amendment. The contract must be restricted to immovable property. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I intend to move my amendment that 
in clause 2 (d) after the word “firm” wherever it Dccurs the word 
“association” be inserted 

Mr. SPEAKER. The word “person” is broad enough to include 
^association”. I do not think this amendment is necessary, 

Mr. I8WAR DAB JALAM: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 (d), 
in line 2, after the word “family” the word “regularly” be inserted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in clause 2(e), in line 2, after the word 
“securities” the words “delivery orders, railway receipts, bills of 
lading or other instruments of title” be inserted. 
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TIM Hon'bta Mr. H. 9. tUHBAW*RDY: Sir, I oppose the amend* ' 

. ^antH. ^ In the case of amendment No. 115, perhaps the word 
“reglpaily** does not add anything to the meaning. Regarding amend* 
*r mentJTo. ||7, all sales effected by means, of delivery orders will escape 
taxation,, J * 

+ . Ij^rnotion of Mr. Iswar Das Jalan that in clause 2(d), in line 2, after 
the word “family” the word “regularly” be inserted, was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Iswar Das Jalan that in clause 2(e), in line 2, 
after the word “securities” the words “delivery orders, railway 
receipts, bills of lading or other instruments of title” be inserted, was 
then put and lost. 

Mr, MB. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2(f), 
line 2, after the word “Act” the words “and passed by both Houses 
of the Bengal Legislature” be inserted. 

riause 2(f) says that “prescribed” means prescribed by rules 
made under this Act. But the rules which Government w’ant to lay 
down should be passed by both the Houses of Legislature before they 
are enforced. The word “prescribe” in clause 2d with regard to rules 
to he framed by Government refers to the taxable quantum. This 
should he passed before the rules are promulgated. Then again, clause 
2d (l>) is ulso important. It says “proportion referred to in sub-clause 
(it) of clause (t) of section 2.” (c) savs “the other sales, turnover 

in respect of which may be deducted from a dealer’s grosg turnover in 
computing his taxable turnover as defined in section 5.” This is also 
important. Then again (/), which says “the intervals at which, and 
the manner ; n which, the tax under this Act shall be payable.” This 
is also important. Theu again (M, which says “the classes of dealers, 
other than registered dealers who shall furnish the returns required by 
sub-section (2) of section 8.” This is also important. Then again 
(/), which says “Ihe manner of assessment under section This is 
also important. Then there are (;), (k), (kk), (/), (II), (m), ( n ), (o) and 
(p). All these are most important things. The applicability of these 
should be well discussed in this House before the orders ure pro- 
mulgated by Government. So I move my motion for the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to support this 
motion on a question of principle. Our object in supporting this motion 
is that nowaday* particularly in our province the rules have become as 
much a substantive portion of legislation as the sections themselves 
are, and if it is necessary to have the sections passed through a House 
of Legislature 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Mullick says that it is sometimes more. 
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Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYALs I am coming to that, $r. 

I thank Mr. Mullick. Sir, if it is necessary for the Provinaiai Kiaveriv 
ment to spend so much money by summoning the Houses of LegiaUture ’ 
in order to have the sections and clauses discussed and the%d>sta%!iye 
clauses passed by both Houses, it is equally necessary that the ryl^t 
which are going to have the force pf law should be discussed tttk till 
floor of this House, and it is also notorious that sometimes in the pre- 
paration of the rules, Government goes beyond the scope of the Aol 
itself, and the result is that uncontemplated and undesired provisions 
will be introduced into legislation through the back-door of the rule- 
making power. I thank the Hou'ble Mr. Mullick for saying that the 
rules sometimes go more than the Act. There is an example which 
relates to the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act itself. For example, 
in section 55 of the Agricultural Debtors Act, Government was 
empowered to frame rules for the purpose of carrying out the purposes 
of the Act, but the Legislature did not create different judicial forum* 
for the purpose of determining awards, and what did Government do? 
Government introduced a new* forum, namely, the Collector, who shul! 
determine whether cases within Rs. 5, 0(H) and Its. 25, (HR) should go 
to the Board. So far as the rule is concerned, it is clear, namely, that 
it gives Government power in order to determine the limit of the debt 
which can be determined by Boards, but the rules do not authorise 
Government to create new forums which will involve certain new things 
within the meaning of the Act. The “Collector’* does not exist within 
the four corners of the Act except as a supervising authority under 
rule 92 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act, but new things have 
happened and, as has been described in better places, the rule-making 
power is a new despotism which should be the last thing to be given 
by a democratic Legislature to Government, because a Government, 
however well constituted it may be, have always got a tendency to ride 
rough-shod over certain things. I notice that the Hon’hle the Chief 
Minister is smiling, but it is well known that whenever you have a 
power you have a tendency to misuse that power. Here we are to check 
you and brake you. So the rules must be passed by both Houses, so 
that we can pass our opinion upon them, and we can make Govern- 
ment wiser by our amendments. For example, Sir, the Hon ‘hie 
Mr. Suhrawardy is daily becoming wiser by our amendments and is 
tabling new amendments every day. So, Sir, if the rules are placed 
before the House, we shall make Government wiser by our 
suggestions. 

Thi Hon’Mt Mr. H. I, 8UHRAWAJKDY: Sir, on a previous 
occasion on the floor of this House, we* discussed the limitations .of 
Government in framing rules. I oppose this amendment. It is neces- 
sary that power Should rest with Government to frame and amend tbe 
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rules. The rules are all first published for opinion, and I have not the 
least .doubt that at that moment if my friends have any good sugges- 
tions to offer they can do so, and Government will profit by their 
suggestions. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 2(f), line 2, after 
the word 44 Act” the words “and passed by both Houses of the Bengal 
Legislature” be inserted, was then put and a division taken with the 
following result: — 


AMat Wabte, MmM. 

Ata HmmIb tarter. Maatvt. 

Atal rail, Mr. Mtf. 

Abate Kkaa, Mr. lyte. 

Astaiatftfla Abate, Mr. 

BaaarJI, Mr. t . 

Maaarll, Mr. latya Prtya. 

Marat, Baba Praabarl. 

Baraaa Baba lyaaa Prate, 
•baaralk. Or. Bablatfa Obtain. 
•Marat, Baba Utebal Banyaa. 
•teal, Mr. lareata Batb. 

Sat*, Mr. tarat Obtain. 
Bbahrabarty, Mr. Jattetfn Batb. 
Bbatebart. BaJ Hartatfn Batb. 
Ota, Mr. Maaaiabaa. 

Oat Sayta. Baba Kte|ttera Batb. 
•at Sayta, trIJut Baratera Batb. 
fiateteal Hayai, Kail. 

•bait, Mr. Atal Krltbaa. 

Sayta, Mr. J. B. 

Matte Alt Ohaatfkary, Mr. lyte. 


AYES — 43. 

tfatmivtftfla Hatbtaiy, Mr. lyte. 
tfataa Mr. I. 0. 

Jtaab All Majaaular, Maalvl. 
Katea, Mr. Bttbttba Batb. 

Maji, Mr. Atfwalta Kaaiar. 
Mattel, Mr. Aairtta Lai. 

Mattel Nataia, Mr. 

MaBtak, lrt|at Atbataab. 

Batktr, Mr. Ntia Obtain. 
Baatbtr Alt, Mr. lyte. 

Bay, Mr. Obara Obtain. 

Bay, Mr. Kiraa latter. 

Bay Mr. Maaautba Batb. 
taayal, M. lataaiui ttkbar. 
tea, Mr. Atal Obaatfra. 

•aa -Sayta, Mr*. BtK4. 
Ibatetfalt, Mr. 

IbaaMttftfla AbaMtf, Mr. Mtf. 
Ilaka, Irljat Maalatfra Bbataa. 
Tbakar, Mr. Praautba Baajaa. 
ZaauN, Hr. A. M. A. 


MOEI-tl. 


AMat Ailt, Maaltaa Mtf. 

Abtfal Hail, Mr. Mtru. 

Abtfat Haktai, Maatvt 

Abtfal Baht* Vlkraayart. Maalvl Mtf. 

Abtfal Haaritf, Mr. A. M. 

Abtfal Matte. Mr. lyte. 

AMaMa-At NabaMte, Mr. 

AMar Babana, Kbaa Babatfar A. P. M. 

AMar BatabW Mabante, Mr. 

AMar Baabate, Maatvt Mtf. 

Abtfar BaaY, Kbaa Babatfar Maatvt I. 

AMar Baat, Kbaa Babatfar Ibab. 

AMat tbatete, Maalvl Mtf. 

AMar Rata •bawObary* Kbaa Babatfar M atte l . 
Abat HatMai, Maatvt. 

Abal Batata AbaMtf, Mv. 

Abal Qaaara, Maatvt 


Aalatf Nattala Kbaa, Kbaa Babatfar MaateL 
Altar AM, Maatvt 
B atfratf tf ajt, Mr. lyte. 

Blrbayn, Sir Haary, Bart 
OWyytatfalt, Hr.tf. W. 

Oat Bat Sabtb Ktrtt bbataa. 

Parbatf Bata Obaartfbary, Mr. M. 

Park at Bata Kbaaaai, Btfaau 
Paital Hay, tte Haa'Mt Mr. A. K. 

Paxtvl Qaatftr. Kbaa Babatfar Maatvt 
Patter Rabawa, Mr. (Pitt a ). 

Pater Babattt, Mr. (Myanatlayb). 

B tatftfte g, Mr. B. 

BftMtba, Mr. t. 

Byat ai tft a Aluate Ibtatfb ary, ABkttfJ. 
HablbaBab, «bt Haa’blt iamb Babatfar H. at 


AttabAH, Mr. 
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« 

MPIW MBIy BMP wmmWmWT MBMV1* 

ftam AS Mina, taMkaaka Kawaa Mi tyai. 
K— — »,».U 
Matrafar, Mr. 0. B. 

ntwim Aiai i , or. 

— Inilh AIM— 4. — Mr!, 

MM, Dr. A. ■. 

Maatat, Hr. Bavin Bakart, 

MM, Mr. Jagat tkaatra. 
mMIM AkhaM, HmM. 

MkwM AN, Kku Bafeaiir. 

Margaa, Mr. B„ 6J.K. 

RMm AN MMk, Naatvi M. 

NihMRM Altai, Kku MMir Maahrl lya*. 
Makaaiant IkriMa, Maahrl, 

Nakaaiul Naatvi. 

Mato amt* laraB, Maahrt. 

Madia*, tka Haa’Ma Mr. Makatoa Batary. 

Ha Wat, Mr. Pada Bttary. 

Maakarraf Hawaii, tka Haa'Ma Naval, Kbaa 
Bahaiar. 

Maatagawaal Nagva, Mr. lyaa. 


tasty, tka Naa’Ma Makaraja Maakaatra, at 

N STmt. NJ? 1- * * 

Patna, Mr. W. B. 

Baikal, tka Maa’Ma Mr. Ptaaaaaa Bat. 
lay, Mr. Bkaaaa|ay. 

•atarattla Aka**, Mr. 
tabaka* Ala ■, Mr. tyat. 
lOa, Mr. I. A. 
taa aaaa, Mr. I. M. 

•arajtl Math Mr. 

IkakakaMla, Mr. Kkwaja, i. B. t. 
IkaauNia Agnat Ktoatkar, Mr. 

Maalalr, Mr.*. P. 

•Mar, Bata Utta Malta 
laiHk, Mr. N. Brakaat 
•padar, Dr. 4. N. 

takravarty, tka Naa’Ma Mr. N. •. 
TaaMsatola Kbaa, tka Naa’Ma Mr. 

Tata! Akaat Btotatary, Maahrt HaH- 
WMfcar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Vaaaf AN tkaatkary, Mr. 


The Ayes being 43 and the Noes 92, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment. 

It being 8-5 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned at 8-5 p.m., till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the I2th February, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly asse mbl ed 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1035. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday,, 
the 12th February, 1941, at 4-46 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Sir Muhammad Azizui, Haqi t e, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 197 members. 

Mr. a GRIFFITHS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise on a point of vital 
importance to the people of Bengal, India and the British Empire. 
To-day is a declared holiday for nil schools and colleges to celebrate our 
victory in Africa. I would, therefore, suggest that you adjourn this 
House to celebrate the event 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I have heard you. You need not 
go on with your speech. 

Mr. 0. GRIFFITHS: The moral effect produced bv such an act will 
be tremendous, and will show the enemy that we are united, no matter 
what our differences are on other subjects. It must be remembered 
that Indian troops, our countrymen, are also co-operating with the 
Australians in Africa and we must stand by them whole-heartedly in 
appreciating their success. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Griffiths, I am under the most painful neces- 
sity of reminding you that you are obstructing the proceedings of the 
House and the next time you do so, I shall have the painful necessity 
of exercising the power of asking you to leave the House. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were gi ven) 

Scheme for reorganisation of rural health work. 

•S3. Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASH EM Y: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the liocal Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state— 

(t) whether Government have in view a scheme for the reorganisa- 
tion of rural health work in some of the districts of Bengal ; 
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(u) whether the Government have made provision in the Budget 
for the purpose; and 

flu) whether any work under such scheme has already been started 
in some districts P 

(b) If the answer to (a) (i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy of such a scheme and to 
state — 

(t) the names of the districts where such work will be undertaken, 
and which of them have agreed to co-operate with Govern- 
ment in carrying out the proposals of the scheme; 

(it) whether its work will be controlled directly by the District 
Board concerned or by the Director of Public Health, 
Bengal; and 

(Hi) the approximate date when the work is to begin? 

MINI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL BELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Mo Nawato Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(Hi) No. 

(b) A copy of the Rural Health Reorganisation Scheme which is 
still under examination of Government is laid on the Library table. 

(i) The matter has not yet been finally settled. 

(if) It is contemplated in the scheme framed by the Director of 
Public Health that he will have adequate control. 

(in) As some of the important outstanding questions have not yet 
been finally decided, no approximate date can be given as to when the 
scheme will begin to operate. 

Mir. EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With reference to answer 
(a) (ii), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the exact amount 
that has been provided in the budget ? 

The Hon’bla Ntwab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

I would request the honourable member to wait for the budget. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact that almost all the die* 
trict boards have disapproved of the scheme? 

Tha Han Wo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

The honourable member ie making a mistake. There are two schemes, 
one the rural public health organisation and the other the medical 
relief between twQ union boards. 
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Oommuntoation betwam e»t Palma and haadquartara of Pabna district. 

i 

•84a Mtulvi AZHAR ALIi (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(i) that there is no easy way of communication except by motor bus 
in dry season from the east Pabna to the headquarters of 
the Pabna district; 

(it) that there is no prospect of any railway within the district of 
Pabna connecting the headquarters with the east Pabna in 
near future ; and 

(tit) that Mr. King in his comprehensive report on Road Develop- 
ment Project in Bengal, Vol. VII, remarked, in connection 
with Trunk Road No. 26, as “The section of the road in the 
Pabna district is far removed from the Railway” and not 
likely to be a competitive one? 

(ft) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, whether it is in the 
contemplation of Government to take up the construction of this Trunk 
Road No. 26 in preference to other roads, from Pabna town to Selauda 
first and thence to TTllahpara next to remove the long-felt want of the 
public P 

MINISTER in chtrge of the COMMUNICATIONS vtd WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja ftneohandra Handy, of Ceeeim- 
bazar): (a) Yes. 

(ft) Government do not contemplate taking up the construction of 
such a road in preference to other roads already programmed. In this 
connection I would draw the honourable member’s attention to Govern- 
ment’s decision to spread Road Fund Works over as many districts as 
possible and to remind him that the district of Pabna had benefited 
from this Fuud by the work done on the Pabna-Ishurdi Road, whereas 
several districts had so far been less fortunate. 


Distress of juto oultivators. 

•88. MtUlVl MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment aware — (*) 

(*) that for unusual fall in the prices of jute and unprecedented 
drought this year acute distress prevails among the agricul- 
turists of jute-growing districts; and 
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(**) that the agriculturists of the jute-growing areas are not in a 
position to pay their dues of the instalment under the award 
of the Debt Settlement Boards this year? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of deferring the realisation of the 
instalments of the Debt Settlement Boards in the jute-growing areas 
this year? 

MINISTER in oharge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREOIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bte Mr. Mukuntfa Behary 
Mtlfliok): (a) (i) Due to want of timely rain and lack of buyers, the 
price of jute in some of the jute-growing districts was low for some 
time but the prices on the whole have not l>een lower than in several 
previous years, e.g., 1935, 1930 and 1937. The prices now are con- 
siderably better. 

(ii) Government have no information as under the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Debtors Act they are not responsible for the realisation of the 
instalments. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASH EM Y: With reference to answer 

(a) (f ), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give us some idea of ihe 
prices of jute in Bengal now prevailing in the markets He says, Sir, 
that the prices are now considerably better, and I want to know the 
approximate prices in different districts of Bengal. 

The Hoft’Mt Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I would refer 
the honourable member to the market itself, but if he desires I can only 
tell him that while in 1934-35 the prices at the baling centres varied 
from Its. 3 to Us. 4-8, the prices at the baling centres now vary from 
Rs. 4-8 to Rs. 5-8 per maund for the bottom quality and for the middle 
quality they vary' from Rs. 6 to Rs. 8. 

Mr. BABANKA SEKHAR BANYAL: In view of answer (a) (it), 
where the Hon’ble Minister says that Government are not responsible 
for the realisation of the instalments, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state as to who is responsible for this realisation? 

The Hon’bit Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It is made on 
an amicable basis and the debtors themselves are responsible for paying 
off their instalments in time. 

Mr. BABANKA BEKHAR BANYAL: By what machinery is this 
realisation done? • 
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The Hffl’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: Debtors, after 
they get the award, pay to the creditors themselves personally or 
through money orders. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: If they do not pay voluntarily, 
what is the machinery for the realisation of these instalments ? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: I would refer 
the honourable member to the provisions of the Act. Under section 23 
ample provision is made for the realisation of arrears. 

Mr. BAGANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Under section 28 certain certi- 
ficate officers are appointed. Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government have any control over them or not? 

The Hon'bfe Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: They are cer- 
tificate officers under the Collectors of districts and in cases of default, 
applications are to be made to these certificate officers. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, my question has not been 
answered. It is whether Government have any control over these officers 
or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: They are the Collectors of the districts. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Names and qualifications of nominated -members of Chandiba rpur and 
Singia Debt Settlement Boards, |Mee-station Narail (Jossore). 

29. Mt. P. BANERJI: <«) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government nominated 
some illiterate men to the Debt Settlement Boards of Ohandibarpur 
Union Board and Singia Union Board, police-station Narail, district 
Jessore, in preference to graduate and undergraduate candidates? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the qualifications of the present nominated members of the 
Ohandibarpur and Singia Debt Settlement Boards, police- 
station Narail, district Jesaore? 
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(tt) whether any enquiry was made prior to the nominations about 
their character and qualification; and 

(m) if so, by whom it was done and wben? 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) (it) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor P 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLlCKl (a) No. 

(6) (i) The members are all appointed under section 3 (2) of the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. The qualifications for such members 
are that they have influence over the people of the locality and that they 
are willing to undertake this responsibility. Care is also taken to see 
that there are representatives of the debtors and creditors on these 
Boards. 

(»i) Yes. 

(Hi) Local officers. 

(r) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in the matter of these appointments applications were 
invited by Government P 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the IWble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government tried to ascertain whether more educated people 
than those who were appointed were available in the locality P 


The Hon'Me Mr. MUKUSilA BEHARY MULLICK: Government 
always try to appoint the best persons available in the locality for dis- 
charging the responsibilities of their membership on an honorary basis. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Is such an appointment made with the approval 
of the Hon’ble Minister? 


The Hon’bte Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Under the 
Act, the power of making these appointments has been delegated to the 
Oommissioner*. 
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Excavation of certain kftafe in Chittagong diatriot. 

31. Maul ana MD. MANIRUZIAMAN ISLAMABAD!: (a) Will ike 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irriga^- 
tion) Department be pleased to state whether the excavating works of 
the following khals of Chittagong have been taken up: — 

(1) Hungar khal of Satkania, 

(2) Bairguni khal of Patiya, 

(3) Dorn Khali of Patiya, 

(4) Karenja khal of Patiya, and 
(6) Garuluta of Patiya? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state how far the works of the aforesaid khals are 
in progress? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coesimbmr: 

(a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

8ale of quinine and cinchona to looal bodies. 

32. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(?) the total amount spent for the free distribution of quinine in 
the Province from 1935-36 to 1939-40 and in 1940-41; 

(it) the total quantity of quinine distributed during these years; 
(Hi) what was the price of quinine and cinchona per pound in 1938; 
and 

(tv) what are the present prices of the same? 

(b) Is it a fact — 

(?) that now quinine and cinchona are supplied to local bodies like 
the District Boards and Municipalities, on cash sale, on a 
certain fixed proportion ; and 

(it) that the local bodies are forced to purchase Government quinine 
and cinchona according to that fixed proportion and not 
according to their respective requirements? 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate the^ 
abolition of the k Restriction ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dam: 

" Rs. 

(a) (i) From 1935-36 to 1939-40 ... 13,00,000 

1940-41 # ... 5,00,000 
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* (it) to (tv) Statement* showing the required figures are laid on tke 

table. 

(6) (t) Yes. Cinchona febrifuge i6 supplied against quinine in the 
proportion of 1:1. 

(it) Quinine may be purchased without any restriction but a propor- 
tion, is imposed as regards cinchona febrifuge. 

* 

(c) The stock position of cinchona febrifuge has not yet improved 
and accordingly Government are not contemplating the abolition or 
modification of the restriction. Besides, cinchona bark yields a limited 
amount of cinchona febrifuge as compared with quinine sulphate. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (it) of unstarred question No. 32. 



Quinine 

sulphate 

powder. 

(ib*.) 

Quinine 

tablets. 

(ib*.) 

Quinine 

treatment 

(boxes). 

(Hnchona 

powder. 

(lb«.) 

Cinchona 

tablets. 

(lbs.) 

Total quanity of 
quinine distributed 
by the Public 
Health Depart- 

ment during the 
years 1935-30 to 
1940-41 (up to 
November, 1940). 

31,119 

21,561 

5 (12 oz.) 

36,466 

17,777* 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (a) (»u) and (it?) of unstarred 
question No. 32. 

Prigs or quin ink and cinchona in 1940. 


fCinchona 

fCinchona 

•Quinine 

febrifuge 

febrifuge 

sulphate. 

powder. 

tablet*. 

Ks. 

Re. 

Rs. 

For 60 lbs. and upwards at a time 



per ib. . . 18 

For 6 lbs. and over but less than 00 

9 

10 

lbs. at a time per ib. . . 19 

For any quantity less than 6 lbs. 

per lb. 20 

Chide quinine sulphate powder — Re. 14 per 1b. 

9 

10 

10 

11 




Grade quinine sulphate tablets — Rs.12-8 per lb. 


•Qumins * sulphate k told to Government department^, loeol authorities, hospitals, 
dispensaries, mieakmariee and railways ia>be Bengal area of dieiiibtstkm st Re. 1 0 per lb. 
ir re sp ective of quantity. 


tSupply of cinchona febrifuge to all aulhoriee 
of 14 of ornrho gSi febrifuge to 


all authorised indenioxs ae mentioned above is rationed 


1 of 
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Pbiok or qunmrx ahd odtohoha iir 2940. 


For 60 lbs. and upwards at a time 
per )b. 

For 6 lbe. and over but less than 
60 lbs. at a time per lb. 

For any quantity less than 6 lbs. 
per lb. 


fCinehona fCinohona 
♦Quinine febrifuge febrifuge 
sulphate, powder. tablets. 

Re. Rs. Rs. 

24 12 13 

26 12 13 

26 13 14 


"Quinine sulphate powder is supplied to hospitals and dispensaries, missionaries, rail- 
ways, Polioe, Jails, Forests, Public Works Departments, Irrigation and other departmental 
hospitals and dispensaries in Bengal at the oonoession rate of Rs.24 per lb. irrespective of 
quantities. 

tCinohona febrifuge is for sale to Government charitable institutions, local bodies, 
missionaries and railways only. It is not for sale to private firms or the general publio. 
Supply of cinchona febrifuge in powder or tablet to all authorised in den tore as mentioned 
above is rationed in the proportion of 1 of cinchona febrifuge to 1 of quinine sulphate in 
powder or tablet at their existing prescribed prices. General public and firms are not 
supplied with any cinchona product* by the Jail Department. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government consider the desirability of increasing 
the grant for the free distribution of quinine all over the province? 

The Hon’ble Jtawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Government have considered this question, and if the honourable 
member will wait till the budget is presented, he will find that we have 
fully considered the matter 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASH EM Y : With reference to answer 
(b) ( i ), will the Hon’ bio Minister be pleased to state what iB the pro- 
portion that has been imposed on cinchona febrifuge? 

The Hon’bio Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Omni: 

If the honourable member will only look up answer (b) (/), he will find 
the reply there. 


Malaria opidemio in Joeooro district. 

J3. Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
iirobarge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state whether there has been malaria in epidemic form in 
some parts of the district of Jessore? 

(b) If the answejfto (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hqn’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the actions taken by the Government to save the people of those 
places from this epidemic; 
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(w) the number ol deaths from malaria in different thanas of 
Jhenida and Magura subdivisions of the district of Jessore, 
than a by thana, in the months of October, November and 
December of 1940; 

{Hi) whether the situation has come down to normal state; and 

(tv) the cause of this epidemic this year? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

<«) Yes. * -v 

(b) ( i ) Government appointed four Medical Licentiates in September, 
1940, and retained three of these epidemic doctors till January. Seven 
Medical Licentiates for a period of one month were also appointed for 
malaria duty in Ihe affected areas in January, 1941. A grant of 
Rs.5,000 was made by Government for cinchona products to be distri- 
buted through the Public Health Department of the District Hoard and 
Rs.6,000 through the hospitals and dispensaries. Oinchona worth 
Rs. 1,800 was also distributed through the District Magistrate. A 
further grant of 100 lbs. of cinchona febrifuge powder worth Its. 1,200 
was sanctioned on the request of the District Hoard. 

(it) A statement i> laid on the table. 

(tn) The situation is reported to have improved “considerably, but 
the incidence of malaria is still higher than in normal years. 

(/>) Scarcity of rains and consequent lack of normal flood which 
flushes the district in ordinary years. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (0)(ii) of unstarred 
question No. 33. 


Thana. 

Scptern - 
her. 

October. 

Novem- 

ber. 

Decern - 
lior, 1040. 

Jhenida 

170 

185 

321 

Not yet 

Kaliganj 

150 

232 

178 

ceived* ^ 
Do. 

Koto hand pur 

43 

107 

147 

Do. 

Sailkupa 

202 

283 

348 

Do. 

Harinakundu 

146 

244 

J* 225 

Do. 

Magura 

164 

174 

* 336 

706 

Sreepur 

89 

163 

329 

695 

SaKkha 

431 

122 

186 

383 

Muhammad pur 

76 

86 

196 

456 
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* 

Mr. SAMNKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I would request that the 
starred questions held oyer need not be taken up to-day in view of the 
impending budget discussion. ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no objection. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, 1 have got an adjourn- 
ment motion to which I have got your consent. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Unfortunately, Mr. Hashemy, you know that this 
matter can be considered only after the budget discussion is over. 


Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: In this connection may I 
refer to the proceedings of this House of the ltith August, 19d7, in 
which your good self very kindly allowed one adjournment motion 
couched in the very self-sume language as this one. 


Mr. EPEAKER. Yes, I did admit that, but 1 must confess that day 
by day evervoue is growing wiser, and I am now letter informed. I 
did not quite know fully the law and comention on the subject. I have 
already made it clear that the word “situation’’ is vague. I have found 
that in parliamentary legislation the word “situation’’ has no clear 
meaning. I have made a statement yesterday, and I am again making 
it to-day that while I did admit an identical motion in the past I found 
out later that that was not correctly done. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: But, Sir, we expected an 
^enswer to the short-notice question, but no reply has been given. 


Mr. SPEAKER Mr. Hashemy, I am not saying anything about 
this adjournment iftotion to-day, because so far as the consideration of 
the business of the day is oonoerned, it cannot be obstructed by any 
motion for adjournment. You may bring up your motion as soon as 
the budget is over. 
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Supplementary Estimate for the year 1940-41. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

7— Land Revenue. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. l,4O,O0Ojbe granted for expenditure under the head 4< 7 — 
Land Revenue” during the current year. 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: May 1, Sir, submit that 
you will be pleased to allow some time for a general discussion on this 
supplementary budget? In this connection I would refer to rule 108 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules which says that 
the Speaker may, it he thinks tit, prescribe a time-limit for speeches 
at the general discussion of the budget or supplementary statements of 
expenditure and at the voting of demands, supplementary demands or 
excess demands. I submit, therefore, that we are entitled to have a 
general discussion before proceeding with the estimates, item by item. 


Mr. SPEAKER. But the power is given to the Speaker to fix a time* 
limit for such discussion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARt Sir, the request is for 
having a general discussion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If it is the desire of the House, I can fix the first 
one hour for a discussion of all t he demands generally, but I might 
draw the attention of the House to the fact that this general discussion 
should be confined only to the specific issues raised in the demands 
under consideration. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Our prayer is that in 
view of the importance of the supplementary demands that are going to 
be made, you will fix the time-limit at two hours instead of one, and 
then take up the demands, item by item, to-morrow. However, Sir, we 
can now’ begin the general discussion. 

Mr* SPEAKER: I think it will not be poeaible to extend the period 
for general diacuaaion to more than one hour, and therefore I fix the 
time for each speaker at ten minutea. 
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Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMYs Sir, I hope as the first 

speaker on general discussion you will allow me more time. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, in consideration of 
the fact that due to Mr. Hashemy 1 s vigilance we have*'got this oppor- 
tunity of having a general discussion, it would be proper if you would 
give him 15 minutes at least. / 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 1 shall give 15 minutes to Mr. Hashemy 
and 10 minutes to every other speaker. 

' * ' fm 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, in rising to discuss 

the supplementary estimates of expenditure 1 do not hope that I will 
be able to create any impression on the mind of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister, nor do 1 hope that the members opposite and the members of 
the Coalition Party wall be moved at all by my speech. But, Sir, I 
am in duty bound to expose the hollowness of the Government in asking 
for excess demands for the administration of this province. It reminds 
me, Sir, of the procedure generally adopted by the big contractor^ of 
the Calcutta Corporation. The\ quote uneconomic rates so that their 
tender might he the lowest tender, but once the tender is accepted, by 
ingenuity, by skilfulness and by negotiations with the authorities they 
got extra w r ork, ami the\ get other works which are not in the tender 
itself. Such is the case with the Government of Bengal. The Gov- 
ernment of Bengal came forward with a clean budget. We approved 
the budget, but, Sii , at the fag end of the year Government has come 
forward with some excess demands to the extent of about tw T o erores of 
rupees. 1 will ask the Ilon’hle the Finance Minister to take note. Sir, 
in reply to a Starred Question, No. 10, on 3rd February, 1041, he said 
very clear! v that the Government of Bengal have not contributed nor 
are they at present considering any proj>osal to contribute any sum out 
of provincial revenues towards the prosecution of the war or the defence 
of India. That is the answer we got from the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister only three or four days ago. 

Now, let us scrutinise the various items of demands one by one. 
Let me begin. Sir, with Grant No. 10 — Police. Sir, I refer to the 
Explanatory Memorandum of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister in which 
in one place— 5, C-2 — he says, “On t he assumption that the charge on 
this account would be recovered from the Government* of India, provi- 
sion for this staff was made in the current year’s budget under ‘63 — 
Extraordinary Charges in India’, ’’ The Hon’ble Finance Minister 
proceeds and says, “It now appears that as the staff is > primarily 
employed on maintenance of law and order in the province, the Centre 
is unable to accept any liability’ for it.” Sir, they have appointed a 
staff which is called “Range Reserve” in different divisions of Bengal 
in which they have appointed several Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors, 
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constables and unarmed constables, and they demand about Bs. 1,26,000 
for tbe purpose. May I ask the Hon’ble the Finance Minister whether 
this amount will ultimately go towards the prosecution of the war P 
(The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Sithbawardy : No.) If not, I will show to the 
entire satisfaction of the House that they have appointed another 
staff called “Intelligence Branch,” and they demand an amount of 
another lakh and^ieveral thousand rupees. I quote the very words that 
have been given in4>he Explanatory Memorandum: “The demand under 
these heads is in ny?pect of a temporary Bunge Reserve consisting of 
5 Inspectors, 25 Sub-Inspectors, 95 head constables and 1,500 unarmed 
constables for tbe^ftiiStitenaiioe of law and order during the continuance 
of the war. I ask the Hon hie the Finance Minister, can he cite a 
single instance in which an\ internal trouble due to this war has 
happened in any district in Bengal P 

Then, Sir, he says another “staff of 1 Deputy Superintendent, 
2 Inspectors, >T2 Sub-Inspectors, 5 Assistant Sub-Inspectors, 220 watcher 
constables and 38 constables was entertained shortly after the outbreak 
of the war in order to enforce stricter watch over subversive activities.” 
I ask the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, can he prove, can he show a 
single instance of subversive activities in Bengal from the beginning 
to this time of the war that is going on in Europe, But, Sir, the words 
“subversive activities” are very vague and elastic. Only the other day, 
in reply to a supplementary question which I put direct to the Finance 
Minister, he in his usual taunting tone said that lie had not got that 
distressing news. 1 ask him to enquire about the fire that is breaking 
out in jute mills in (Wul la every day and more or less 15 jute mills 
have already been burnt — I do not know by whom. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. II. S. SriiRwvAunv : Fifteen jute mills?) Yes, 15 jute mills. 
(The Hon’ble Mr. H. S, SrnimvAitnY: Mr. Walker, will you pleas© 
contradict?) 1 do not say that if has been done by the Jute Mills 
Association or by the Balers’ Association or by the jieople connected 
with the jute trade and industry in Calcutta. Government wants a 
special Intelligence Branch and also they demand about Rs. 40,000 for 
Tear Smoke Squads. Sir, are we going to grant this amount in order 
that Tear Smoke Squads will be applied to the innocent citizens of 
Calcutta, particularly the Muslim citizens of Calcutta? Only the other 
day this Police Force of Calcutta used this tear bomb on tbe innocent 
Muslims of Calcutta, and the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has come 
forward with a demand that this item represents the cost of equipment 
and training of three additional Tear Smoke Squads in the Bengal 
Police the formation of which was undertaken after the budget had been 
passed. Certainly we are not going to sanction, this amount which the 
Ministers wiH apply for their own purpdfce to persons who are not at all 
guilty. These Tear Smoke Squads will not be applied only to the 
guilty, but they will be applied on the people of this city or of this 
province. 
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The Hon’ble Minister said that no money has been spent for war. 
Hay I come to grant No, 21 — Medical? I will ask for a reply when he 
gives his reply. He says, “Owing to the reversion of l.M.S. officers 
to the Military Department on account of the war, posts reserved for 
l.M.S, officers had to be filled by voted officers.' * Wl>y this unneces- 
sary expenditure ? Why did you appoint these office*/ without taking 
the sanction of the House? Sir, I submit these are all post-mortem 
matters. We have got nothing to do with these flings. 

Now, I come to Agriculture — Grant No. ^-—Purchase of jute. 
Rs. 29,25,000 have been spent for purchasing pucca bales of 

jute of “L.J.A. First marks." This money has already been spent 
and now the Hon'ble Minister comes forward for taking sanction of 
this money. So, it is a yost-mortem matter. 

I come to the jute restriction matters in which the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister demands Its. 11,93,000 plus Its. 10,76,000 for 
expenditure in connection with jute registration operation under- 
taken in 1939-40 and expenditure for jute registration in the current 
year. Sir, in the Explanatory Memorandum lie has suggested that 
“Under this head is shown the estimated cost of regulation and licens- 
ing of the growing of jute in the current year in terms of the Bengal 
Jute Regulation Act, 1940.’’ This amount has already been spent. 
Sir, every member of the Coalition Party knows and knows very well 
that the record that has been prepared of lands on which jute is grown 
in hopelessly absurd and scandalous. The employees employed by 
Government temporarily did not care to go to any land or to measure 
any land generally. They have made these records in such a way that 
I can only characterise them as worse records than those which were 
used to be prepared by the Union Board Presidents under the agencies 
of the chaukidars of villages. Sir, I can say from my personal experi- 
ence of my district in Khulna that the record that has been prepared is 
not only wrong and inaccurate, but it is absolutely scandalous. 1 assure 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and ask him to t»elieve at least for one 
day that these temporary officers are corrupt to the extreme. They 
are taking money as bribe from the poor agriculturists. If he does 
not believe my statement, I ask him to enquire of the members of the 
Coalition Party whether corruption and jobbery and bribe-taking are 
rampant in the province or not. Particularly members representing 
East Bengal and North Bengal will testify to the statement which I 
am making heUvSir. 

Again, Sir, coming now to Grant No. 5 — Forest, we find another 
glaring instance. The additional demand under the first head is due 
to the removal of departmental timber to fulfil the order received from 
the Supply Department of the Government of India. Why are yon 
going to incur this expense? Why was the Government of India which « 
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was taking the timber for the purpose of war not asked to bear this 
expenditure^ What business have you to spend this money unauthorised 
for the benefit of the Government of India ? 

With regard to Grant No. 15 — Dietary charges of prisoners — it is 
absolutely hopeless to suggest that the quality of diet has been 
improved in jail#, I can say from my personal knowledge and the 
members who ore ,'bere and who are touring as members of the Jail 
Committee will testify to the fact that no improvement has Wen effect- 
ed in the diet of prisoners, but the ilon’ble Minister wants Rs. 5,000 
plus Rs. 71,000 plus Rs. 28,000 for dietary expenses of the prisoners. 
The amount that was estimated for expenditure, as I have already 
said, has been spent — 1 refer to the items that are voted. Now, we 
have no hand in respect of items that are charged, particularly the 
travelling allowances of the Hon ’hie Ministers. Here, Sir, there is 
another item of Rs. 24,000 for t lie touring expenses of Ministers. 
We know the business they do when they are on tour. They go out 
on tour for canvassing for their own nominees either in the elections 
of District Boards or in the by-elections of members to this Legis- 
lature. We are not going, in any circumstances, to sanction the 
expenses incurred by the Ministers for their tours, but, Sir, our 
hands are tied. This item is charged on the revenues and not 
voted. 

(The member, having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANER4EE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it has bean 
the accepted principle regarding supplementary demands that only 
those items are included in them which could not have been reasonably 
anticipated and, therefore, not included at the time of the annual 
budget. But, Sir, I regret to have to remark that most of the items 
included in the supplementary estimate have Wen put in because it 
was tbe deliberate intention of the Minister in charge to stifle, to avoid, 
to evade and escape criticism and discussion that are only possible at 
the time of the annual budget. Sir, when I say this, I do not draw 
upon my imagination, but I say this because I have facts in my posses- 
sion which will go conclusively to prove that it is the deliberate attempt 
of the Minister to ovoid and escape discussion. I will not touch on all 
the items of the supplementary budget demand. I will specially refer 
to the last demand in the estimate — Loans and advances by the Pro- 
vincial Government. This demand amounts to Rs. 60 lakhs — a sum 
which is more than one-third and a little less than half of the total 
amount of Rs. 1,67,00,000. May I point out to the members of the 
Bouse that this sum was deliberately withheld, as I am presently 
showing, from discussion by the Minister in charge. In January, 
1940, to he more exact on the 17th January, 1940, there was A con- 
ference of the representatives of the Provincial Bank, Central Banks 
and the dep&rtmeat in which the Ministers were also present. The 
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Hon’ble Chief Minister was there. The Hon’ble Finance / Minister 
was there and the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Co-operation was also 
there. There this question was discussed and a resolutioij passed ask- 
ing the Provincial Bank to approach the Government, 4 through the 
department for short-term loans to the extent of at least Rs. 1 
crore. That was in January. On the loth February^ that is the date 
on which the Hon’ble Finance Minister presented his budget, he said 
that the Provincial Bank might have to draw upon Government 
resources and then lie would approach the House for a supplementary 
grant. But 1 am definitely informed — and the^follmving fact will also 
corroborate it — that on the 2nd April, £$40, the Cabinet 
decided to grant this Rs. GO lakhs. I put in a short-notice question 
on the 0th April, 1940, to the lloxt’ble Minister in charge of Co-opera- 
tive Credit. The Bengal Legislative Assembly Department very 
kindly sent it to the department concerned and, as is his wont, the 
Ilon’ble Mr. Mullick curtly disallowed the short-notice question, 
fearing certainly the volleys of supplementaries that might bomb him 
from right and left, front and behind. (Mr. Jooesii Ciunijra Gii'ia: 
Not behind!) All right, if it is the desire of you all, let his “behind” 
be spared. 

That is the situation, and what has been the result? The result 
is that Government have granted on the 2nd April, 1940, a sum 
which could have been certainly discussed on the 27th and 29th March, 
1940, when the demands for “Co-operation” and “Loans and Advances” 
by Provincial Government were passed respectively. Only three 
days intervened and it suddenly dawned upon the Government that 
without this 00 lakhs the ill-fed, half-starved, chronic poverty-stricken 
cultivators could not be saved. A bird, Sir, whispers in my 

ears that this huge sum has been advanced ostensibly for the interests 
of the cultivators, but really for personal and party considera- 
tions at the next general election. Let there be no misconception 
about my attitude. 1 do not grudge this GO lakhs being granted 

to the cultivators. On the contrary, 1 welcome any amount that may 

be given to them. But the process, the manner, the channel and the 
agency through which this money has to be given should have been 
properly selected. It is unfortunate that the Bengal Provincial Co- 
operative Bank has been selected. Who does not know, as the balance 
sheets, will unmistakably show that this bank has been utterly 

mismanaged for the last 8 years? Who does not know that this bank 
as it is at present managed, or rather mismanaged, is unfitted to 
cater to the needs of the cultivators? Who does not know the stories 
of nepotism, corruption and bribery that have been frequently report- 
ed in the Press about this bank? Who does not know, I won’t 
mention names, that some directors having knowledge of the inner- 
most condition and working of the hank have withdrawn their fixed 
deposits from the bank. Who does not know that even alter repeated 
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requests the large urban co-operative banks in Calcutta have not 
thought. tit to deposit their huge surplus in the bank? All this, Sir, 
is common knowledge. Money is advanced by the Provincial Bank 
to the Central Banks and these Central Banks sometimes make prefer- 
ential treatment to certain depositors by paying them without 
advancing the amounts to the cultivators. I know a case in which a 
near relation of the Minister in charge lia.> got during the lust three 
years from a Central Bank in Dinajpur tin* entire amount of his 
deposit, viz., Rs. 10,000, while the other poor depositors have got very 
little or nothing. Js that the way in which sou are going to benefit 
the cultivators? I pause for a reply from the llon’ble the Minister in 
charge of Co-operation. 

Then, Sir, the cultivators will suffer because in the process of 
circulation from the Provincial Bank to the cultivators the rate of 
interest that will ultimately lie borne by them will be considerably 
higher than if the payment had been made directly by the Govern- 
ment through their officers to the cultivators and it is clear that the 
interests of the cultivators will be adversely affected thereby. Sir, 
this has also got to be l>orne in mind that the normal activities of the 
Co-operative Thinks will suffer us they have actually suffered when 
all the aethities are confined, as they now leally are, to the realisa- 
tion of these hums only. May I, Sir, in this connection refer to the 
remarks which the Hon'lde . the Chief Minister made on the 13th 
April, 1940, in M \mensingh, remarks which go to oormlnirate my 
point of view. lie said as follows: At the present moment he 
(meaning thereby the Chief Minister) was more concerned about the 
realisation of Its. 00 lakhs which the Government had decided to 
grant to the cultivators as crop loans. That was reported l»v the 
Associated Press in the Statesman of April Kith, 1940. And they 
have come to-day at the fag end of the current financial year with this 
demand. Is this not preposterous ? 

Then, Sir, the piecemeal loans to the cultivators will not save 
them from ruin that threatens them. The Government, if they really 
mean anything, ought to have a comprehensive scheme for rehabili- 
tation of the co-operative movement which, in fact, comprises the 
whole of the rural life in Bengal. A piecemeal solution, granting 60 
lakhs to-day, 20 lakhs to-morrow and another 40 lakhs the day after, 
will not solve the problem, on the contrary will complicate it all the 
more. Have a scheme, have a comprehensive scheme, and then 
implement that scheme with all the resources that you can find and 
you will have our whole-hearted and full co-operation in the matter. 

40GE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will not 
go into the details of the demands, but I propose to offer only a few 
general remarks. ^ We have been in the past accustomed to a demand 
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for supplementary estimates, not on the eve of a budget estimate but 
always beforehand, on account af items which could not be forq^feen in 
the regular Budget Session. But the urgency and the need for these 
supplementary estimates, when the regular budget estimates are 
going to be presented in less than a fortnight’s time, appears, 
to be supplied by the Hon’hle the Finance Minister himself . ^ Here 
again, Sir, we findjthat the Ilon’ble Minister was confronted with a 
very difficult situation. Here again some members, not unimportant 
members, Sir Henry Birkmyre and others, bad indicated that the Sales 
Tax Bill could not be justified without establishing a deficit in the 
budget. The opposition of Sir Henry Birkmyre and bis group is a 
stumbling block in the way of the ministry functioning in this pro- 
vince, and therefore we find that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
came out with the statement that when the Bengal Finance (Sales 
Tax) Bill was first under the consideration of the Assembly; more than 
one speaker expressed the desire that Government should furnish the 
House with later information regarding the financial position than 
what was available at the time, and T undertook to see that the revised 
estimates for the current financial year were made available to mem- 
bers, obviously to the 30 members of the European Group, before they 
are culled upon to consider the Bill. These supplementary estimates 
have furnished an opportunity to the Lender of the European Group 
to withdraw from the position that he toffk up before and to help the 
Hon’hle the Finance Minister, but not before making a little bargain 
over the Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Bill and the Bengal Finance 
(Sales Tax) Bill. I really congratulate those motor spirit importers 
who have escaped taxation in respect of their own consumption. I 
do not grudge them that. 1 only wanted along with them the poor 
masses also should have got the concessions at the hands of the Minister. 

Now, Sir, if we examine some of the items, we find that the Govern- 
ment was faced with another difficulty. We knew all this time that 
the Government before incurring any new expenditure either obtains 
the vote of this House or if it incurs auy expenditure on bphalf of 
another makes it sure that that party is going to pay. But we also 
find here that the Hon’hle Minister in the matter of distributing 
money from the coffers of the Bengal Government does not take the 
ordinary precaution cither by obtaining the sanction of this House 
beforehand or by making sure that the party on whose behalf he 
incurs the expenditure is a party who will certainly pay. The Hon*ble 
Minister has obliged the Government of India by incurring an addi- 
tional expenditure, I find, to the extent of Rs. 51,000 under one item 
and under another item — Civic Guard — Rs. 48.000. But now we are 
told that they expected that the Government of India would pay, but 
they are not now going to pay more than one-third. Sir, may I be 
excused if I give this House a little bit of my personal experience 
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about these valuable members of the civic guard. I was called upon 
to d*f<4|d a case in which a man was murdered. The man was mur- 
dered — 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are proceeding too far! (Laughter.) 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA. The man wlU murdered just by 
the side of the house of a person who was a member of the civil' guard. 
Now, Sir, when he came up to give evidence, lie said that he was 
sitting in his room and the alleged murder took place within 5 or (5 
cubits of the place where he was sitting. The alleged murderers, after 
murdering the man, went through the courtyard, and he was at that 
time sitting on his chair within the room. When asked whether he 
cried out for the arrest of the men or whether he himself tinned out of 
his chair in that mom he said: ” I did nothing of the kind. I 
remained there until the two alleged murderers had run away and did 
not go out of that room for about 5 or 10 minutes.” (The II on 'hie 
Maharaja Skisciiamira Nani>\, of (!ossimbaxar : Perhaps he was 
sleeping.) No, he was not sleeping. He was wide awake, lie said 
that he himself saw and recognised the men, but he did not stii out of 
his room. So, Sir, this is the specimen of the civic guard for whose 
payment the poor tax-payers ^pf Bengal must, whether they run hoar 
the tax or not, submit. 

Then I will come to the question of preparation of the record of 
jute lands. Sir, from our side we have always suggested : “You need 
not incur a heavy expenditure for the preparation of the record of jute 
lauds.” I will give this credit to the ministry, that possibly they 
did not appreciate the suggestions made from this side of the House 
in their # utmost anxiety to solve the question of unemployment, and 
that is why hurriendly three to four thousand persons were recruited 
and employed. Of course, while solving the question of unemploy- 
ment. it is a well-known fact that the question of unemployment was 
solved only of persons who arc admirers or dependents or hangers-on 
of the Ministers. The Ministers, while trying to provide 50 per cent, 
employment to the Muslim community, gave 100 per cent, only to the 
admirers and hangers-on of the Ministers. Be that as it may, one 
can easily understand that some persons, without any previous know- 
ledge either of the locality or of the system that obtains in a parti- 
cular locality after going to a strange land with the limited knowledge 
that they have, cannot be expected to do more than what they have 
done. recording lands which are inaccurate even so far as the 
names of the owners are concerned as well as the area concerned. 
Lands which do not grow jute have been shown as lands growing jute, 
whereas lands which have )>een growing jute only and on which no 
Other substitute crqp can be raised have been omitted from the record. 
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Sir, all this expenditure and incorrect recording could have been 
avoided if the Ministers had ^sed the machinery of the loca^L union 
boards and union committees and had sent respectable officers to go and 
check the records that they had prepared. A notification that if a 
false record is made or any false application is made, they will be 
visited with punishment would have secured correct record. But 
in their anxiety to* find employment for some of their creatures the 
ministry never considered that aspect of the question. The result is 
that we are now faced with an additional expenditure of about two 
lakhs and thousand rupees if 1 am correct, i.e., more than half of 
which could have been easily saved. I say, Sir, that the supple- 
mentary estimate which has been brought before this House is really 
intended to be a justification of the additional taxation that this 
province will have to bear and the expenditure that has been incurred 
was without any sanction, without any forethought, and very care- 
lessly incurred. 

Hr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8 : TOTO, Supplementary Budget^ 

•ft* *5 fctTO *TO? TO TOTO CKTOFM 4* TOJ 

tfwtw^fhr fro to? to'* $fro i fro < 3 * tot 

fro r* t<rr ttto, to ?w$3fiT fa*nr TO$ 

TO ^ th i tott faf frtro tptti totcw i 

war situation cTOtW TO 5 ! trfTO 'TOC^ ^faTO fctTO 

TOtr v5 cro n tortoto fa*m to wn to, to 
dro TO TOC^ TO fcrofr C*R to? TOtl^ | 

cTOl Agricultural Hoad 3 «ttdr5f wRrT record ^RTO ®RT *RJ1 

TOTCT5> I fctn TOTC5 <3^* ^tS C<Mt4 

to sr* srt toot srro i fin, TO tot toi 

$t?lr tow f^»T *n i TO &t?i fro bfOTTOtto $*tro to 

tot tot TOfsro. fin, toott* TOTTr cTO TOl TOtl 

TO l ^TO TO cTO fctTO TOW TO TO I <3 TOtCTO TO TO 0T31H 

1 fa*!, <3?1>1 TO TOfa *T1 I ’PS session^ TOTFTC TO Housed 

3TTOR TOpTO fTO — Opposition, Coalition, 4^T f? European — ’PTOT 
4TO5 TO Schedule CasteiliT Edu cations* TOT, «H ®T¥ fcf?l 

TOTfW ^ <PTT> ?TO *tM TO1 I Wm ?£TOT TO^TGTO TOFTS CTfSTOT 

TOti *sr3<^^s to tm tjntror <m\ f tor trfept% frofero i fin, 

0) Supplementary Budgets cTO tTTO CTO TOt? TO TO OTO 

*fa$! 

Mr, BREAKER: I am sorry, Mr. Biswas. That is not the subject- 
matter of discussion to-day. There is no demand in which the Scheduled 
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Castes* education comes in and, therefore, the omission of Government 
is an act which can justly come in at the time of the general discussion 
of the budget and not now. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS : ^Hl fa «RT 

scheme qiEff TOTG fcfafa *H1 I jft *RT scheme 

tfV$ ^1 TOI% ^ ft W fcftH TOTS *C3%3TJT I (7ft 

fcfatfci 4?ft tot i <ift ck«iw i 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Biswas, I do not know' whether 
you are short of ^hearing. Did you not hear me ? (Laughter.) I said 
clearly that this is not a subject-matter in which you can castigate the 
ministry to-day. You can do it during the general discussion of the 
budget and therefore you cannot refer to it now. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: He is doing it simply for the purpose of 
demonstrating his sympathy for the Scheduled Castes. lie is throwing 
dust on the electorate. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS : 1 TTfi* ^ | 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: More than once I have 
described that the supplementary demand is a peaceful penetration 
into the Government treasury. Still, the Finance Ministers of the 
Government of Bengal have the chronic habit of producing supple* 
mentarv demands one after another every year. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This is the first supple- 
mentary demand that I have made. 

Maulvi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR. I said, “Finance Ministers of 
the Government of Bengal. " This shows the ignorance and the total 
ignorance of the financial condition and the financial affairs of the 
Government of the present Finance Minister. However, Sir, I am 
confining my criticism of the present supplementary demand to one 
point only, namely, the Police grant. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: What grant-* Poleesh” 
grant! 


Maulvi t ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I am not calling you foolish. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTAl He has not come from England. 

The Hen’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Neither have I. 
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Mr. MR AT CHAKDRA BOSE: Nor does he come from Midnapore. 

t 

The Hon’bl* Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is his misfortune. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: A sum of Rs. 5,82,000 has 
been asked for by the Hon’ble Finance Minister under tl^s head. 

(There were disturbances from all sides of the House.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid there are too many members indulging 
in cross-talks. If they want to do so, they may go out. 

w ■» 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I say that not a single farthing • 
of this amount should be granted. The police force is being used by 
the present ministry in order to suppress public opinion and, in some 
other cases, to oppress the public, the Muslim public of Bengal. Very 
recently the police has been used in a way which can be termed 
objectionable by any decent man in the Rajabazar area in this city 
of Calcutta. What are the facts? On the Muharram day last 
Saturady, some people cut the wires of the Tramway Company with 
their consent, and that also most peacefully, as the religious procession 
of a section of Muhammadans was obstructed by the overheud wires of 
the tramway line. It is within the common knowledge of the people 
of this province that this city of Calcutta is not being ruled at present 
by the Commissioner of Police under the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin, but 
by one Mulla Jaun Muhammad, the Khilafat Chief of the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister. This redoubtable man appeared on the scene and 
tried to bully the Muhammadans and some mischievous urchins slapped 
him, as a result of which his spectacles were broken. 

Tlftt Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : This is all false. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Therefore, the whole police 
force was set against the innocent Mussalman public of that area. On 
Monday in the early hours, at a.m., the whole area was surrounded 
by the police in the Sliuhih Pagan area. And what happened? The 
privacy of the ladies was not respected. The police entered the huts 
at that hour of the night when people were sleeping, and as I sub- 
mitted the females were not spared ! They were assaulted and they 
were insulted. The male population, whether innocent or not, were 
indiscriminately dragged out of their huts where they were resting and 
taken to the police thana. 


Tht Hon* Me Mr. H. S. 8UHR AWARD Y: All false 1 
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Maulvi ABU HOBtAIN SARKAR: That was the position created. 
If any gentleman now reads the Azad> a semi-( Government paper, of 
Monday, he will come to know at least a part of the true state of 
affairs which happened in that area. The feelings of the Muham- 
madans were so exasperated that even the popularity of the Hon’hle 
Chief Minister was challenged, and it was reported that the Chief 
Minister hild to take shelter under cover in that urea when he w*cnt to 
visit the place. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Don’t tell lies! 

Maulvi ABIT H088AIN SARKAR: Now, Sir, 1 appeal to the 
House through you to consider this fact that this grant of Its. 5 lakljp 
is for expenditure on the police force which is being used for the p«|£ 

sonal end of the Hon’ hie Mr. Suhrawardy. 

¥ 

Tht Hon’tole Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: There has been no addi- 
tion to the Calcutta Police. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: lie is trying to create a position 
for himself in Calcutta. He is trying to monopolise the scats of the 
Legislature allotted under the (Government of India Act for himself 
and his own men so that to every (Government he may he indispensable 
and with that end in view he is taking money more than once in one 
year to increase the number of the force and to bully the population. 
Whenever anybody stands against him, he will send his redoubtable 
Mulla Jauu Muhammad and the whole*, police force will back him. 
Sir, I appeal to all honourable members not to give their consent to 
this grant in the circumstances. This demand reminds me of the story 
of the Homan Emperois, some of whom realised from their victims the 
cost of their kicks. The Homan Emperors used to kick their victims, 
and from the families of these poor victims they realised the cost of 
the kicks, that is, the cost of their shoes. The Hon’ble Finance Minis- 
ter is trying to realise from the public of Bengal the cost of his kicks 
which they are getting through the police force. Again for the third 
time I appeal to honourable members to realise the situation. Under 
such circumstances as I have described, let alone Rs. fj lakhs, not even 
a single farthing should be sanctioned. 

With these remarks, Mr. Speaker, for the time being I finish my 
speech. 

Mr. SUREMDRA NATH BI8WA9: Mr. Speaker, Sir, to-day I 
shall confine my speech to the demand under "Agriculture/’ Under 
this head I find 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You may resume your speech after the adjourn- 
ment for prayer. 

(The House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


( After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL” Sir, will you kindly consider 

the question of extending the time l>y one day at least, because the 
subjects raised by means of cut motions are very important? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, it is very difficult for me to extend 
the time-limit because that is not within my jurisdiction. What I 
JM is that probably it will suit all sides of the House if you have the 
discussion finished as soon as possible. I am quite prepared to go on 
till about 8-MO p.m. in which case you will get about two hours’ time. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8. Mr. Speaker, Sir, T find that 
under the head “Agriculture” it has been demanded under sub-head 
“Other charges” that a sum of Its. 55,85,000 be sanctioned. Sir, out of 
this sum of Its. 55,85,000 1 find that a sum of Ks. 130,25,000 has been 
spent, on the purchase of jute and a sum of Its. 25,10.000 lias been spent 
on the preparation of record of jute lands and also for the regulation 
and licensing of jute. All these expenses have been made apparently 
in purSTftince of the supposed scheme to raise the price of jute. Sir, the 
object is laudable. The problem of jute is a crying problem, and it 
has been under discussion for the last ten years. But 1 find that the 
policy of this Government w^th regard to this problem— the problem 
of raising the price of jute— has always been half-hearted and step- 
motherly. Sir, if the real intention of Government was to raise the 
price of jute, they could have prepared a concrete and workable scheme, 
rather an effective scheme, and should have begun to spend money in 
execution of that scheme. Sir, mere purchase of a small quantity of 
jute by Government cannot raise the price of jute, and, the purchase by 
Government of jute worth 29 lakhs of rupees in May, 1940, did not, in 
fact, raise the price. We all know that this Its. 29,25,000 was spent 
for the purchase of old crop of jute in May last at the average price of 
Its. 00 per bale when the market price was about Rs. 42. Government 
then purchased jute nt a loss. 5\ e were told that Government was 
offering a higher price as that would raise the price of jute in the 
market. But, -Air, the price did not rise. Why? The Government 
should take a lesson from this. The real reason was that the mills did 
not agree to pay a higher price. The Government ought to know that 
unless and until the mills are forced to pay a higher price, the Govern- 
ment purchase of jute of any quantity will not be able to raise the 
price. I submit that that was a wrong policy of Government, and I 
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would Bay that it was a half-hearted policy of the Government to 
purchase a small quantity of old crop for the purpose of raising the 
price of jute. 

Then, Sir, with regard to regulation of jute, 1 find that a sum of 
Rs. 25,10,000 has been spent. Not only I but many members of the 
House have pointed out directly that mere regulation of the production 
of jute will not raise the price. After all, what is regulation Y Regula- 
tion means regulation of supply according to the demand. Now, Sir, 
last year, that is, during the year 1939, the supply was much shoft of 
demand* but still the price did not rise. It rose only for the war 
demand, but ordinarily it did not rise. Everybody knows that the 
price did not rise up to the middle of September. It rose up from the 
middle of September on account of war demands. So, Sir, mejj^ 
regulation of price will not raise the price. This point as to how the 
price should be raised was a very important matter which was discussed 
by two successive Jute Committees. The first committee which was 
called the Einlow Committee, of which >ou, Sir, were a member, mude 
certain recommendations not only with regard to the regulation of 
production, but also with regard to the question of marketing and other 
things. And the Bengal Jute Enquiry Committee of 1938 discussed 
not only the recommendations of the Finlow Committee, but they made 
a very critical study of the problem and suggested that nothing but 
simultaneous provision of three things would ruise the price of jute. 

Of those three provisions, the first and the basic was the regulation of 
production; the second was — the setting up of an organisation for the 
sale of the entire output of jute on behalf of the jute-growers under the 
protection or under the patronage of Government; and the third was — 
the simultaneous establishment and regulation of markets all over the 
province with warehouses so that the jute-grower, whenever he needed 
the sale of his jute, might store it in the bonded warehouse in the 
regulated market and get some price and thereafter, when the jbte crop 
bo stocked would be sold at a high price, he might be paid the balance. 
But Government appears not to have taken any notice of any of these 
recommendations. Government has told us that regulation of produc- 
tion alone will raise the price, and they have taken up the work of 
regulation. But as 1 shall presently point out, Sir, Jhat regulation of 
the jute crop for the next year cannot raise the price. The honourable 
members know that after the consumption of this year’s crop during the - 
current jute season, there will be an excess of no less than 00 lakhs of 
bales, t.e., 3 crore maunds. 1 am afraid that during the next jute 
ae&eon also the jute mills and shippers will not be able to consume more 
than 25 to d0 lakhs of bales. So with the quantity of jutegalready in* 
stock it will be possible to supply the jute mills and the shipped their 
requirements not only for the next year bnt also for the year after 
next. So, any jute which may be produced in the next year, I am 
18 
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afraid, will be sold for a mere song. Personally speaking, I am in 
favour of no production in the next year. We, the non-official members 
of the Jute Advisory Committee, who were in the majority, recom- 
mended reduction of production during this coming season to one- 
fourth, but Government, probably to satisfy the European elements in 
the industry and trade, raised that one-fourth — they did not accept our 
recommendation — to one-third. Sir, I have moved about my consti- 
tuency. The peasants do not say that they do not want regulation. 
They also now understand that regulation is necessary. But, Sir, what 
Has been done? They have been very seriously affected by the wrong 
records that have been made. In law there is a provision for registra- 
tion of jute lands where no crop other than jute is produced. I am 
sure the Hon’ble Minister will not be able to say that any land has 
been recorded in any part of this province as showing that thereon 
no crop other than jute can he grown. Then again, Sir, this land 
registration has been made upon the basis of settlement records. But 
what has happened in consequence is that hmds which have come into 
existence after the settlement operations, especially the char lands, 
have not been recorded, although on most of those char lands nothing 
but jute is grown. On the face of it, Sir, the jute land record has 
been faulty. 

Another curious tiling which, I think, will lx* borne out by my 
friends in this House, has been that the recorders have gone to 
the villages and have recorded the lands according to settlement plot 
numbers, but no settlement map has been relayed. What has happened? 
The recorder has stopped on one plot of land and has asked the people 
for the number of that plot. Where the number has been correctly 
supplied, the record has been correctly made, hut where the number 
has been wrongly supplied, the entire record has been wrong. [ say 
this from my personal knowledge. I am also a cultivator. I have 
got seven plots of jute land in one mauza. The recording of only one 
plot of those seven plots has been correctly made, while the recording 
of the other six plots has been absolutely bogus. Such has been the 
case with almost every jute-grower in this province. The jute-grofcers 
have been aggrieved by such wrong record. What they urge upon — 
I would request tTie Minister of Agriculture to listen to me — is that 
this record should not be given effect to during the sowing time of 
1942, and that a fresh record should be prepared for that year’s 
regulatiou through the agency of union boards, according to the 
suggestion which the Hon’ble Minister himself made at the Conference 
•held in hij office where several non-official members including myself 
wart* ptesent. Let the union boards make a record without incurr ing 
any additional expenditure and let those records be acted upon during 
the next year. The Hon’ble Minister should make a statement that 



1941.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


259 

no regulation shall be continued upon this wrong and bad record. 
If the Hon’ble Minister does not agree, I shall vote for refusal of the 
demand. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid the time is over. I am told that 
there are only four demands on which members would like to raise 
specific issues. They are “Land Revenue,” “Agriculture”, “Police” 
and “Jails.” If I allow 25 minutes for each of these demands, it will 
nearly come up to the time, keeping the rest half an hour for other 
things. I want to adjust the discussion accordingly. As regards 
the other demands besides these four, they will have to be guillotined. 

Matilvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I think, Sir, 25 minutes for 
each demand will not be sufficient. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : All that could be said 
has been said by each one of the experts on the other side. For 
instance, Mr. Abu Hussain Sarkar has criticised the police so 
vigorously that I do not think that it is necessary for any honourable 
member 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, are wo having replies by 
instalments? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, ordei . The House will now take up “Land 
Revenue.” Sir Rijoy, will you please move \«ur demand? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I have 
nlread\ moved it. 

* t 

Mr. P. BANERJI. Sir, I beg to move that tbe*depiand of 
Iis. 1,40,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — liand Rev(?nue” 
during the current \ear he reduced by l(s. 100. 

Sir, Government draw a rosy picture at the time when they appoint 
a Committee, hut when the\ are forced into a tight corner, the,? are 
unable to do anything tangible for the people of India. This, Sir, is 
a w r av to get out of difficulty and to shelve the main issue. This has 
been the policy of the British Government from the last century 
beginning from the year 1881 right up to now when there are so many 
committees. We can understand pure die-hards of bureaucratic days 
acquainting themselves with the knowledge of the country at the 
expense of’our money, but we fail to understand why this government* 
should have so many committees. These committees invariably* make 
delay in the publication of their reports. Now there are so many 
committees like the Rice Committee, the Floud Committee, and these 
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committees hare all submitted tbeir reports. So far as the Floud 
Committee is concerned, their ^report consists of two volumes, and we 
were under the impression that there would be twojnore volumes, but 
they have not yet seen the light of the day. After the report of the 
Floud Committee was published, Government appointed another 
committee to sit in judgment over that report, but the report of the 
last mentioned committee has not yet come out. There are also two 
other committees of which note has been given in the Explantory 
Memorandum, namely, the Rent Enquiry Committee and the Non- 
Agricultural Lands Enquiry Committee. At the time when the Non- 
Agricultural (Temporary Provisions) Bill was passed, the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Land Revenue said that within two years’ time 
he would come up with a comprehensive Bill. Now, Sir, he comes to 
tell us that this committee should have finished their labours last year, 
but that they could not finish their labours. No reason whatsoever 
has been given on that account. The Government have not told us 
what steps they have taken to expedite action on their recommenda- 
tions. Therefore, we find that this expenditure is a sheer waste of 
money. 

Now, Sir, if we scrutinise the budget, we find that the revised 
total receipts are only short of the original budget estimates bj 
Rs. 19*18 lakhs and the total revenue expenditure estimate revised is 
estimated to be only 81-17 lakhs in excess, in spite of large non- 
recurring extra expenses under : — 



lts. 


(Lakhs.) 

Agriculture 

... 55*20 

Police 

... 5*73 

J ails 

... 2-09 

Education 

... 6*64 


69-66 


totalling Ra. 69-66*lakhs. The revised estimates thus show at most a 
deterioration of Rs. 50-35 lakhs from the budgetary position, including 
non-recurring expenses of Rs. 69*66 lakhs, out of which about Rs. 30 
lakhs on account of jute purchases and about Rs. 25 lakhs on account 
of agricultural credit are realisable in the near future. 

# 

THa Hofl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On a point of 
order, Sir. Are these figures relevant to the demand under “Land 
Ravenna” P 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: In a way I am suggesting that there is no 
taxation needed for meeting the present position. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROYS These remarks 
may be pertinent to a general discussion. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Y oil have misunderstood me thoroughly. All 
that I want to suggest is that there is no point in having committees 
and, therefore, we should refuse the grant under this head. 

With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Maillvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 1,40,000 for expenditure under the head “7* -Land 
Revenue” during the current year 1h* reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this cut motion, Sir, only to bring it to the notice 

of the ministry as well us the members of the House, the danger 

that is overhanging this province. Three years back a resolution 

was accepted by this House under which a committee to enquire 
into the conditions of rents in Bengal was appointed. It was 

contemplated then that after getting the report of the committee, 
Government would bring in a legislation to reduce, where possible, the 
rent of the agriculturists, and during the first amendment of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act it was euucted that the realisation of the enhanced 
rent of the tenants of Bengal would he suspended for ten years. If 
during this period of ten years no legislation be passed to reduce 
or to do anything in respect of the rent, the accumulated rent of the 
tenants would be realised at a time because the question of limitation 
would not arise then. Unless and until the Government ^speedily get 
this report and bring forward a legislation, a good number of tenants 
will be ousted from their holdings. 

Then again, Sir, about a year ago we passed a temporary legislation 
suspending some of the decrees and peuding cases against the non- 
agricultural tenants of Bengal, and it was also expected at that time 
that immediately after passing that legislation Government ivould get 
the report of the committee and bring forward a legislation to meet 
the requirements of tbe clamouring non-agricultural tenants. Up to 
this time Government have not taken any steps. If, during the present 
regime, Government could not get any legislation whatsoever passed, 
the next Government coming into power may not take it in the light 
in which we are thinking now, and the result will be that ‘most of the 
non-agricultural tenants will be ousted, some from their homestead 
lands and some from their workshops. So, I submit that the present 
• ministry should, *as soon as practicable, get tbe reports from those 



262 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[12th Fkb., 


co mmi ttees and try to bring forward legislations to meet the require- 
ments of the situation. If the? do not do that, the tenants of Bengal, 
both agricultural and non-agricultural, will be ruined in the near 
future. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose the cut motions. We are aware that there are committees to 
solve and committees to shelve. But I can assure my honourable friend 
that this Government up till now have not appointed any committee 
to shelve. They have appointed committees to solve. They have 
appointed three committees. One is the Land Revenue Commission, 
to which a reference was made by my esteemed friend Mr. Banerji. 
The Commission submitted its report only in April last year. Then, 
Government appointed an experienced senior member of the Indian 
Civil Service to go into the report and examine the recommendations 
and to make his suggestions with reference to the administrative 
problems that it might give rise to. Sir, we have just received the 
report of Mr. Gurner on the Land Revenue Commission’s report and 
that report is under examination. Government hope to come to a 
decision one way or the other before long. So, it is not a fact that 
Government appointed the Land Revenue Commission to shelve this 
problem. They are genuinely anxious to solve this problem. It is 
not a problem to be shelved. But I hope my honourable friends will 
realise that the issues involved are as big as the nation’s life and they 
cannot he solved overnight. 

As regards the other two committees, viz., the Rent Reduction 
Committee and Non-agricultural Tenancy Committee, the latter I hope 
is going to submit its report within this month. Sir, to give imme- 
diate respite to the tenants of non-agricultural area. Government did 
puss legislation last year and it is a temporary provisions Bill. We 
fully appreciate the danger of not undertaking a comprehensive legisla- 
tion so long as the temporary legislation is on the statute book and I 
hope that as soon as the report of the committee is received, Government 
will have it examined and will bring forward legislation at the earliest 
opportunity. As regards the Rent Reduction Committee, various 
particulars were asked for by the members of the committee. More- 
over, to acquire firsthand knowledge, the members of the committee, 
after discussion, decided to visit several districts. They visited, so far 
as l remember, Bakarganj, Mymensingh, Faridpur and Howrah. 
The committee have not yet finally submitted their report. So it is not 
entirely the fault of the Government that they have not yet been able 
to take any step in the matter. Neither do I think that the member# 
of the committee are to be blamed. (Mr. A»r Hossain Sarkar: Then 
who is to blame?) 1 would request niv honourable friend Mr. Abu 
Hossain Sarkar to realise that the rate of rent is one of the most difficult 
problem that any Government may have to face. 'It is not easy to* 
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suggest an ad hoc reduction of rent. The fertility of the Roil, nearness of 
market, communication facilities, demand of a particular produce — all 
these questions have to be considered before the rate of rent can be 
fixed. So I think that the committee is perfectly justified in going 
into detail, in taking into consideration the various aspects of the 
question and in ascertaining information on all these points before 
coming to a decision, and I do not think the House wants the committee 
to submit a report without due consideration of the various questions. 

Sir, I sincerely hope that before long the committee will come for- 
ward with concrete proposals so ns to enable (lovernment to undertake 
legislation also on that point. * 

With these few words, Sir, I oppose the motions. 

The motion of Mr. I\ Ranerji that the demand of Rs. 1,40,000 for 
expenditure under the head “Land Revenue he reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

Tlie motion of Mr. Aim llos^ain Saihar tli.il the demand of 
Rs. 1,40.000 tor expenditure under the head “7 Land Revenue” he 
reduced by IN 100 was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES— 45. 


AMnI Wih«4, Maahri. 

Aba HMUin tarkar, Maatvl. 

Atari Fail, Mr. MB. 

A»ima44ia, Aim *4 Mr. M. 
BaatfJI, Mr. P. 

BaaarJI, Mr. latya Prlya. 

Itrai, laki Prambari. 
lamia, bl« Sbyama Pma4. 
BfcawaUk. Or. MMi4i Chiatr*. 
Bitwat, liM Laktbmi Marayaa. 
•fcwat, Mr. DaraaBra Ratk. 

Baa#, Mr. larat Cbaa4ra. 
Cbakrabarty, Mr. BadaBra Ratk. 
€ba«4b«ri, RaJ HaraaBra Natb. 
Du, Mr. Maaaiabaa. 

Oat •>pb, Baba Kbas«a4ra Rath. 
Oat laptt, Irtjat Ntm4n Natb. 
Dalai, Mr. NaraaBra Natb. 

Oatta MuaaUar, Mr. Mbarta4a. 
En4a4at Hhii, KaiL 
Obaat, Mr. Alai Krttbaa. 

• t— a B Bl a Aba»4, Mr. 

Oapte. Mr. Af**b BbaaBra. 


Qwpti, Mr. 4. N. 

Haaan All Ohawdhury, Mr. Iy§4. 
4alaa, Mr. I. D. 

Baaab All MaJ«ia4ar, Maahri. 
Kaaiar, Mr. Alai 0baa4ra. 
K«a4«, Mr. NObitba Natb. 

Mail, Mr. AdaraKa Kaaiar. 
Majamdar, Mn. Hamapravt. 
Mai, Mr. Itwar Chandra. 

Maatari Haaala, Mr. 

Mailiak. IHjat Aibatoab. 

Naakar, Mr. Nam Obaadnu 
Ray, Mr. bkara Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. Ktraa taakar. 

Ray, Mr. KNbart Pad. * 

Ray. Mr. Maamatha Natb. 
•anyal. Mr. laaaaba takbar. 
tan, Mr. Atal Obasdra. 
Saa-anpU, Mrt. Ntlttn. 

Uagba, Baba Kibatra Natb. 
IHiba, Irtjat Maaiadra Bbaaaa. 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES — 104. 



AbB* Maarid, Mr. A. M. 


AbBada Al Mahmtad. Mr. 

Ab4«r Rabmaa, Kbaa Babadar A. F. M. 
AbBar RaatbM Mab maaB, Mr. 

AbBar Baabaad, Maahri MB. 

AbBar Baal, Kbaa Baba Bar Saab. 

AbBar Baazak, Haafvl. 

AMw Hiin^ MmIvI 


A MBar Bata t bta Bb a r y, Kbaa j ab a B a r Maahri, 
Abal Mflabla, MaaM. 
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AM Hmli Mr* 

AM Qmm«, MMff. 

Akm# All l«ayc(p«H > KbM Dkb«##r MMaaa. 4 
Alim# Alt MrMhk* IwW. 

Alim# Kn#«i Mr. 

Aflktt##fci Atom#, Kku •aftMHir MtaHrl. 

Am* AH Mia* Maalvt M#. 

Aawaral Ail«, Kku ia*a#«r M#. 

AMirafali, Mr. M. 

Aala# Hawala Khaa. Khaa taha#«r Maalvl. 
Askar Alt, Maalvl. 
ta#ra##aja, Mr. Iy«#. 

•Irkwjrrv* Mr H#ary, tart. 

•Jtwai, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

I H p pwM k Mr.#. W. 

Oat, Rat laktk Klrtt tkataa. 

Dm* taka Ovkaakra Natk. 

R#kar, Mr. UjM»#raaath. 

Parka# Rasa Ohtw#kary, Mr. M. 

Park at taaa Kfcaaa*, ttfaai. 

Paalsf Hm. tk« Hcv’blc Mr. A K. 

Patlsl Qaa#lr* Kkaa lafca#ar Maalvl. 

Paalsr Rakmaa, Mr.(Datta). 

Paslar Rakaiaa, Mr. (My«#atla|h). 

•la## lag, Mr. 0. 

•yata##ta Ah ait# Ohta#hary, Alha#J. 

HakthaUah, thv Hta'klt Ra«ab tanakar K.* tl 
Daaaa. 

Hat«a##la 6hvv#k«rf, Maalvl. 

Haail#a##la Akm#, Khaa tabll. 

Mataaanaaiaa* Maalvl M#. 

Hatktai All Kkaa, Kkaa taba#ar Maalvl. 
Hawklafv. Mr. R. #. 

Nta#ry, Mr. Oavl#. 

Mtyartt#, Mr. Rtgtrt. 

I#rla Akait# Mia, Maalvl. 

#alala##la Akaia#* Kkaa taka#ar Maalvl. 
#atiaia«#la Akait#, Kkaa takak Maalvl. 
KaklnMMIa Kkaa* Kkaa taka#ar Maalvl. 
Kaaarty, Mr.l.t. 

Mtfragar, Mr.t.t. 

Mak«a##la Akait#* Dr. 

Maktak. Mabarajkaaitr U#ay Ohaa#. 

Maa#al, Mr. taaka takarl. 

Haa#al*Mr. #a#at Obaa#ra. 


Maalra##ta Akkaa#, Maalvl. 

Mata# AH Kkaa Paaal, AbMaii Maalvl. 
HtfcaaiaM# AH* Kkaa taba#ar. 

Mtrgaa, Mr. t., 0 J X. 
m-Um AH MaRak, Maalvl M. 

Makaaiaia# Ikraklai* Maalvl. 

Makaaiaia# Itkaaat, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaia# itrai, Maalvl. 

MaHkk, tbt Hta’klt Mr. Makaa#a Dakar/. 
MalHtk* Mr. Palla ttfcary. 

Matkarraff Htttala, tkt Hta’klt Raarafc* Kkaa 
taka#ar. 

Mwtagavtal Ha#at, Mr. tyt#. 

Haa#y, tkt Hta’klt Maharaja $rlttkaa#ra* at 
Cacti aifcasar. 

Ntttrallak, Ntwaksttfa K. 

Ntrtta, Mr. H. R. 

PtHtt, Mr. W.O. 

Raiket, Ikt Hta'klt Mr. prataaaa Oak. 

Rajifct##la Taraf#ar, Maalvl. 

Raitar Rakaiaa Khaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajty. 

Rty, Mr. Patiraai. 

•a#ara##ia Akait#, Mr. 

Sa#ra##ia Akait#, Haji. 
lakakt- Altai, Mr. tyt#. 

•ailai, Mr, I. A. 

•aaaallak, AI-Ha#J Maalaaa Dr. 
tarkar, Baba Ma#kaia#aa. 

•atttta, Mr. R. M. 

•trajal Itlaai, Mr. 

•hakaka##ia, Mr. Kkwaja, C.B.E. 

•haaiaa##ia Akait# Khta#kar, Mr. 

•iatlair, Mr. #. P. 

•ir#ar, taka Utta Maa#a. 
laiitb, Mr. H. Brabant. 

•ttvta, Mr.J.W.R. 
takraarar#y, tkt Hta'klt Mr. H. I. 
lytlltr, Mr.#. H. 

TaaiUa##4t Khaa, tkt Hta'klt Mr. 

Ttftl Ah am Chtathary, Maalvl Hall. 

Walktr, Mr.#. R. ^ * 

Walktr. Mr. W. A. M. 

Yataf All Cktaiktry, Mr. 


The Aye# being 45 and the Noes 104, the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that a sum 
of Rs, 1,40,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “7 — Land 
Revenue during the current year was then put and agreed to. 


28— Jail* and Convict Sottlamonts. 

Tho Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir* on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs, 2*16,000 be granted for expenditure under the head <4 28 — 
Jails and Convict Settlements” during the current year. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUOHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 2,16,000 for expenditure under the head “28— Jails 
and Convict Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100. * 
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Sir, in the vast prison house known as British India, jails and in 
particular the treatments of prisoners in jails, have developed into a 
matter of great public concern, particularly at a time when even the 
very best of us cannot keep out of them. But, Sir, we see that the 
Government is not prepared to face the situation from the public point 
of view. Had the Government attitude changed in any way regarding 
the treatment of the prisoners in respect of provision for their fowl at 
least, such an inadequate demand would not have been made at all. 
The supplementary demand of Rs. 1,04,000 is undoubtedly a demand 
for extra grant, but for what purpose? For dietary charges in respect 
of Central Jails, Rs. 5,000, — here it has to be noted that there is no 
mention of any provision for the Presidency Jail, — and then comes the 
dietary charges in respect of District Jails, Rs. 71,000, and, thirdly, 
for the same charges in respect of Subsidiary Jails, Rs. 28,000. And 
what are the grounds on which this demand is going to be put forward P 
The Explanatory Memorandum says: “The additional demand under 
‘Dietary charges’ is due to increase in the number of prisoners as well 
as in the price of foodstuffs.” Therefore, it will be seen that no 
improvement in respect of the present unsatisfactory scale of their 
dietary charges is at all contemplated. Had there been no increase in 
the number of prisoners, no rise in t lie price of commodities, there 
would not have been this demand at all. But, Sir, you wil 1 remember 
that lately there was a hunger-strike for the low' scale of diet allowance 
of the detained persons. I will remind you of the adjournment motion 
that was moved in this House in NovemW last when the demnnds of 
the Security prisoners were pressed for consideration. The Hon’ble 
Sir Nazimuddin then said that he would consider their case, and 
although he was not prepared to grunt consolidated allowances, lie 
would consider the rates of their food charges as w ell as other demands. 
But what t^as the upshot of his consideration? They were grunted an 
allowance of 9} annas only per head. Sir, just consider the treatment 
that was meted out only a few' years ago by the hureoucrutic Govern- 
ment to the detenus. According to the Government statement, every 
detenu in jail or Berhampore camp was entitled to a daily dietary 
allowance of 12.} annus, but now in the case of the Security prisoners, 
men who have not been tried and convicted at all, they are going to 
make a provision of 9} annas per head only. Not only that. The 
allowance of Deoli detenus was then 15 unnas. And what was more, 
they were granted a personal allowance of Rs. 9 each, but even that 
treatment is now being denied to the Security prisoners. 

In moving this motion, Sir, I therefore demand in the first place 
that the Government should make their position clear in respect of the 
Security prisoners, vis., whether they are really going to treat them in 
a better way or not. 

Then, Sir, I would pass on to the treatment that is now being meted 
# out to prisoners convicted under the Defence of India Act. Well, Sir, 
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as convicted prisoners they are classified under the Jail Code mostly 
as Division II and Division IH prisoners and as such prisoners they 
are being supplied with such food as is provided under the Jail Code. 
No special consideration is at all made to them, in spite of the fact that 
men who are members of the Legislature find themselves there in the 
jail now. Sir, even in respect of political prisoners of Division II 
class, I had in course of my visit to one of the Central Jails, I mean the 
Dum-Dum Central Jail, to make these remarks in July last: — 

* ‘There was another matter in which political prisoners were feeling 
dissatisfied. Their scheduled diet permitted only a few alterations 
and even some of these alterations are being denied to them on the 
ground of cost when actual expenditure on their diet, they said, was 
below the limit allowed. For instance, instead of daht they can have 
fruits under the rule, yet if a person demands cocoauut, he is not allowed 
that on the ground that it might cost only a pie more. Such a refusal 
is not fair when the average expenditure per head per day is below 
7 annas in place of annas fixed by Government order.” Sir, can 
pettiness go further in the name of parsimony? 

I would again call upon t lie Government to make their position clear 
whether they desire that such economy should be practised in the matter 
T)f provision of diet of Division II prisoners. 1 am informed, Sir. that 
the prisoners in Ilijli Central Jail are being piovidcd with coarse rice 
mixed up with inedible things. Thirdly, in moving this motion I 
•cannot afford to forget the diet. provision for the Third Class or Division 
III prisoners — the common run of prisoners. You will find, if you refer 
to the Jail Code, that the allowance of fish and such other things is 
not at all sufficient so far as the Bengali prisoners are concerned. The 
fact is that so little fish is provided to the common run of prisoners 
that they prefer to go without fish one day in order that they may 
have a bit more of fish on another day. Sir. that is a condition of 
affairs in which it must be admitted there is room for improvement, and 
I hope t hut the Government will take their ease, i.c., the case of the 
Division III prisoners, also into consideration, particularly having 
regard to the fact that in Bengal the prisoners suffer mostly from 
bowel complaints as, to practise economy, instead of fish they are 
supplied with more and more dal. For humanity’s sake Government 
should uot insist on economy being made in jail expenditure, in respect 
of dietary charges at least. 

Mrs. NELLIE SEN GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 wish to support the 
cut motion moved bv Mr. Chaudhuri. At the outset, I wish to speak 
about Chittagong. Every time I go to Chittagong, I hear complaints 
from not only young boys but from men who would not speak lightly 
about a matter of this kind. The food supplied in the Chittagong Jail 
is really disgraceful. When I hear that 9$ annas ce allowed, I am 
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really surprised that in Chittagong the amount allowed per prisoner is 
only 3$ annas. Even if that amount could be given to the prisoners 
themselves, they might be able to have some kind of decent foot!. 
Now in the morning they are given some kind of boiled rice — topxhi; 
in the day they are given rice and vegetable curry, made of vegetables 
which I am told is not fit for human consumption. Aguin, in the 
evening they are given the same kind of diet. I put some questions 
about this matter, but the Minister in charge got out of it very cleverly 
without giving me an answer. He said that “there are no prisoners 
coming* under the head of ‘political prisoners* *' and, therefore, my 
second, third and fourth questions did not arise. 1 do not know under 
what category these boys are, but they should not be known as crimi- 
nals. They are boys of good families; they are boys of education, and 
they are kept there in a manner which is not fit for anyone but crimi- 
nals. I do not know if I can speak on the matter of lights to-day. Rut 
they have given one light in a room big enough for 25 boys. They are 
shut in there from 5-31) p.m. No arrangements are made for sports, 
games or any other recreation, and 1 would ask that an enquiry be 
made and a decent amount of money provided for the prisoners of the 
Chittagong Jail. 

Sir, I would also like to say that 1 think this amount which has 
been demanded might have waited until the report of the Jail Enquiry 
Committee was available. 

Sir, with these words 1 support the cut motion. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sii, in supporting the motion 
moved by Mr. Chaudburi, 1 submit before >011 that besides the 
inadequacy* of the dietary charges there are other things which the 
Government ought to look into, and we have got a promise from the 
Hon’ble Home Minister himself that in the case of Security prisoners 
after the hunger-strike had been called off, he would look into the 
matter with a sympathetic spirit as soon as possible. The hunger- 
strike was called off on the 17th December . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, that is not the subject-matter. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: He is speaking on the 
main demand. 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the main demand the issue that we are to 
diacuss is. the inadequacy of the dietary charges and there is nothing 
about the hunger-strike. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On certain assurance given 
by the Hon’ble Home Minister, the — — 
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Mr. SPEAKER: It is only in respect ot dietary charges that the 
main demand arises. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I have got my own motion on 
this point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This year there is nothing but dietary charges 
and purchase of raw materials in the main demand. You can speak 
only on those subjects. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I want to draw your atten- 
tton to the fact that \ chattack of ghee, A chattack of mustard oil, 1/16 
chattack of nebu and 6/ 16 chattack of condiment and j) chattack of 
butter are given to each prisoner per day. Security prisoners and 
Divisions 1 and 11 prisoners come under this category. With this the 
hunger-strike began, and we got an assurance from the Government, 
and specially from the Hon'ble Home Minister, that as soon as the 
hunger-strike was called off, Government would look into the matter 
with sympathetic spirit, and Government admitted that in their 
cow vnnuqu/’. Our Leader, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, and our Deputy 
Leader, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basil, and my humble self had a long 
discussion with the Hon'ble Minister about this, and we wrote 
a letter to the prisoners in this connection. They called off 
the hunger-strike, but up till now my information is that nothing has 
been done. Coarse rice with gravel is being supplied to tbe Hijli 
Special Jail prisoners — Security prisoners — and they are detained 
without trial k I submit that on account of this dietary condition, the 
health of every prisoner is broken. 1 ask — I do not know whether Sir 
Bijoy will «peak on behalf of the Home Minister — 1 ask the Hon'ble 
Chief Minister to go there himself with Sir Bijoy to look into the 
matter and see how the prisoners are living there. Books and news- 
papers are not regularly supplied to them. Even the families of these 
prisoners are starving now, and no arrangement for their allowance has 
been made as yet. All these we discussed with the Hon’ble Home 
Minister, and he promised to do everything possible as soon as the 
hunger-strike was called off. The hunger-strike was called off on the 
17th December, and we had discussion on the 2nd January, and to-day 
is the 12th February and “as soon as” has not come yet! I say that 
in dealing with the convicted prisoners and in dealing specially with 
prisoners who are detained without trial, Government must be 
sympathetic. The prisoners can demand their trial, but Government 
have not the courage to frame any charge against them. 

Sir, may 1 ask the Hon’ble Chief Minister or the Hon’ble Home 
Minister to produce before this House the remarks msde by the District. 



Magistrate of Midnapore about the Hijli Jail in the Visitors* Book. 
I think Government have not the courage to produce those remarks. 
Those remarks will show how these prisoners are kept, fed and clad. 

Sir, with these remarks I support the cut motion moved by my 
friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, before the lWble 
Minister gives a reply to this cut motion, may I make a request to him 
through you? There was a question tabled by Mr. Pratul Chandra 
Ganguly re garding certain gr ievances of prison era on . luingar-strike. 
Supplementary questions were~asl{erl and the Hon’ble Home Minister — 
the actual and not the pseudo-Home Minister — assured us about a week 
ago that he would be prepared to give a reply to these things if a separate 
short-notice question was put or when the matter came up in connection 
with the supplementary estimates. He has not come to-day, and I 
appreciate the difficulty of Sir Bijoy. 1 hope the lion ’bio Minister 
will not simply gloss over the matter by giving a general and vague 
reply. He may get himself posted by persons sending in slips. We 
want to know what are the terms and conditions as between the Home 
Minister and our Leader on which the hunger-strike was called off and 
which of these terms and condition* have been fulfilled and to what 
extent und, if not. why they have not been fulfilled up till now. The 
point of my question is that we do not make a secret of it that the 
hunger-striking prisoners who called oft the hunger-strike felt thut they 
were deluded by the false promises made, and we would not be surprised 
it on aeeouut of this breach of faith the prisoners arc again compelled 
to resort to a fresh hunger-strike. 

(At this stage the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy rose to 
speak.) 

Ml. SPEAKER: Sir Bijoy, would you just wait for a minute, 
please. 

While Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy would be speaking, I would ask 
the House to settle whether I shall take up the “Agriculture” budget 
or the “Police” budget next. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, we would like to take 
up the “Police” budget first, as it is more important. 

Tlli Hon’bl* Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, at the 
outset I may inform the House that there was no undertaking given by 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
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Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: It was not an undertaking, 

but there was an understanding 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Very well, 
there was no understanding between the Leader of the Opposition and 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister on which the hunger-strike w*as with- 
drawn. There was none whatsoever. Sir, as you were pleased to 
observe, i think the points which have been raised by my friends 

opposite are wholly irrelevant, because the demand is merely for 

additional expenditure due to the rise in the number of prisoners as 

well as in the price of foodstuffs. So this has nothing to do with the 

general policy about the political prisoners, the convicted prisoners or 
about the calling off of a hunger-strike 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: On a point of information, Sir. 
What is the increase in the number of prisoners due toP 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, that is my 

first submission. 

Then, Sir, my friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri has described 
British India as a huge prison house. I think he ought to congratulate 
himself that he is in this prison house and not in a Nazi concentration 
cam p 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR '8ANYAL: Of which Sir Bijoy Prasad 
is a jail warder. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, it is because 
be is in this so-called prison house that In* is emboldened to criticise, 
I should say, i n tin g »^e(^wi ^ble^ a nd flippant manner. 

Sir, Government in 1938 appointed a committee to enquire ilfto the 
dietary conditions of our jails, and the finding of that committee is that 
we in Bengal spend the largest amount of money on diet amongst all 
the provinces in India 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Do you know your 

number of prisoners? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is an 
undoubted fact that we spend the largest amount 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What ie the rate of 
expenditure per head of the prisoners? 
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TIm Hon’M* Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROYt Sir, so far as 


the rate per head is concerned, we spend more than any other 
province 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : What in your rate per 
head? 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: You are spanking of 

Division III rat^s, but is it not a fact that in some of the other provisions 
the classification of political prisoners as Division II prisoners has been 
almost abolished, but much more is spent on them? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. If the members are not anxious 
to hear von. Sir Bijoy, and if they only interrupt in this fashion, it is 
no good for you to make any >peeeh. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, the point is that 
he does not know the facts. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But it is up to you, Mr. Hui t’haudhuri, to give 
him a patient hearing, and then you can discuss his sp<u*ch on another 
occasion. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. 
Sir. We want to have vour decision uji the point whether the word 
“flippant” is parliamentary or not. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I must say that of late there have been expressions 
used in tins House which, though n^t absol^t^y impi^liimipntarY jji, 
Ure~fehse in which they a re use (17 i t is certainly undesirable to use i n. 
parliament ary debates. Only the other day the expression “im pudence ” 
vW used while referring to a member of the Treasury Bench; lain not 
hear ibtften; otherwise I would have called upon the member who made 
ji4t L withdraw the expression. I must tell you that “impudence" and 
“flippant" arenbt words which should be used in orderly parliamentary^ 
debates. 


Thi Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If my friend 
takes objection to the word “flippant" I not only withdraw, Sir, but 
apologise for having used it. But I hope my honourable friend would 
follow his own precept in his own case. 

Mr. NltfARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, we congratulate 
the Hon'ble Minister for revising the flippant mood in which he has 
been addressing the House 1 
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Tha Hofi’bto Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, we 
appointed a committee, and that committee went into the whole 
question of diet and have submitted their report. And according to 
their report we spend more money per head than any other province in 
India. 


Mr. CA8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, may I ask the Hon’ble 

Minister—' — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. If you obstruct the debate by 
interrupting the Hon’ble Minister in this way, it w’ould be impossible 
for me to properly conduct the business of the House. If, however, 
you have any information to obtain, you can do so after the conclusion • 
of his speech. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Ah a matter of 
fact, Sir, my friends should know that when the prisoners come back 
from jails, they generally come back replenished in health. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Go there, Sir Bijoy, you look 
so thin ! 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, this shows 
that the prisoners are very w^H'iooked after, and that they get whole* 
some food. Moreover, there are non-official jail visitors, and, so 
far, there were very few complaints made by them. (Cries of 
“Question, question,” from the Opposition Benches.) The prisoners 
are given 9 annas and G pies per head per diem which works out at 
about Rs. 18 per head. I put it to my honourable friend, Rai 
Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, how many people in this province cap spend 
Rs. 18 per head per month on food? * ^ „ 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: SiVWl answer his 
question? He has put it direct to me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, not now. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: But, Sir Bijoy must 
remember that' they are not criminals. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I appeal to you to 

give me an opportunity to reply to the question which the Hon’bie 
Minister has put to me direct. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: It you $ro on interrupting the Hon’ble Minister 
every moment in this fashion, I put it to you to tell me whether any 
debate in any parliament can be carried on properly. There is no 
doubt that in parliamentary debate> it must be realised that one party 
will always try to say that the other part\ is misleading the country; 
but there is no reason why every minute a speaker should be interrupted 
a 8 you have been doing now. in that case the onh alternative left to 
the Speaker would be to take a most drastic step which, however, 1 do 
not like to take, i would, therefore, ask the member* of the Opposi- 
tion to be more patient. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: As I find, Sir, 
that my friends are not anxious to have any information on the points 
they have raised, it is no good m\ making a rcph to them in the midst 
of so much noisy interruptions. 

(At this stage Sir Hijo> Prasad Singh Ro\ resumed his seat.) 


Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, the Jlon’ble Minister 
has based his argument on the assumption that more money is spent per 
head in this province. Does he know that in other provinces the 
classification of Division 11 prisoners has l>cen abolished and that 
much more is spent upon other prisoners ? Does he know or does he not 
know Y 

(No answei was given.) 

The motion of Rai llarendra Noth Chnudhuri that the demand of 
Rs. 2,1(1,000 tor expenditure under the head "28 — .Jails and Convict 
Settlements" l>e reduced by Rs. 100 wan then put and a division taken 
with t he following result: — 

AYEI — 45. 


AMal WiM, Maalri. 

Aft* HMMiA Urtur, Maalvi. 
Aaim**rta Afcptf, Mr. 

Mr. r. 

ftaatrfi, Hr. tatya Frlya. 

•aaarjat. Mr. ftiftaatfc* 

Bar**, ftafta fr — 

•anma, Mi IkfitM Praaa4. 
Oftavalft, Or. Mftft Oftaatra. 
•ItvM, Baft* Laktftari Rarayaa. 
•tewaa, Mr. lartatra Natft. 

•aat, Mr. taral 6ftaa*rm. 
flftalr raft arty, Mr. JaOatfra Natft. 
ftftaaiftarl, Rai Maraaara Ratli. 
On, Mr. Mf Mrtiaa. 

Ota Oayta, Oafta Hafirtr t Natft. 
•Mai. Mr. NwMn Natft. 

Malta Mmaik, Mr. Rlbartt*. 
Cana Sat Ha***, ft art. 

Mftaaa, Mr. Aftal Rrlaftaa. 
MaaliH Aftanft. Mr. 

•apfta. Mr. 4. N. 

Maaaa AN flftawifta ry, Mr. ftyai. 


Jalaa, Mr. I. 0. 

Owl AU Majaaitfar, Maatvl. 
ftaiaar, Mr. Atal CliWn. 
K*"ia, Mr. NifkNfta Natft. 
Maja«*ar, Mr*. Htnayrava. 
Mai, Mr. lawar Clwtn. 
Mauftal, Mr. Aartta Lai. 
Maaial, Mr. JagaMra Natft. 
Maaftal MaaaJa, Mr. 

MaNtaft, irtjat Aaftataafe. 
Raaftar, Mr. Haa OWWn. 
Ntaaftar AH, Mr. lyaft. 

Nay, Mr. 6ft ara Obaaftra. 

Ray, Mr. Una laaftar. 

Ray, Hr. KRftart HU, 

Nay, Mr. Maaaiatfta Natft. 
ftaayal, Mr. laaaafta ftakfear. 
•aa, Mr. Atal OliWra. 
•aa-Oafta, Mra. NaMt. 
ftafta, Irtjat MaalaCra Nftaaaa. 
Thaftar, Hr. fraaaalfca Raajaa. 
Zaaaaa, Mr. A. M. A. 
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HOEI — S7. 


AMai Ash, Maalaaa Mi. f 

AM Mi Maflx, Mr. Mm. 

AMmI Hatx, Mr. Mlft. 

AMmI HaklM, Maalvi. 

AMU Naklai Vlkraaiparf, Maalvi Mi. 

AMmI Ma«M, Mr. A. ■. 

AMmI Kator, Mr. <aHaa Ul Maafc). 

Akiafta-AI MiImM, Mr. 

AMmt Raft mum, Klu likiiMr A. F. M. 

Akiar Raackli Makaiaai, Mr. 

AMmt Itatbf ai, Maalvi Mi. 

AMar Ravf, Kill Bakaiar flkak. 

A Mar Ratsak, Maalvi. 

AMat Ikakaai, Maalvi Mi. 

AMitr Raw OkMilary, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 
AMI HaaMai, Maalvi. 

AMI Maaala AkaMi, Mr. 

AMmI Qaaaaai. Maalvi. 

Akaiai All Kaayatparl, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalaaa. 
Akaiai All Mrlika, Maalvi. 

Akaiai Haaaia, Mr. 

Altaaaiila Akaiai, Kkan Bakaiar Maalvi. 

Aailr AH Mia, Maalvi Mi. 

Aawaral Axiai, Kkaa Bakaiar Mi. 

AakrataH, Mr. M. 

Aalai Maaaala Kkaa, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 
Aikar AH, Maalvi. 

B a i wi i aia. Mr. Byti. 

Baa, Ral BakM Klrtt Bkaaaa. 

Farkai Kama Bkawikary, Mr. M. 

Farkat Baaa Kkaaaai, BafaMi. 

Faalal Maa, tfca Haa'Ma Mr. A. K. 

Fallal Qaaitr, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 

FaUar RakaMa, Mr. (Daaaa). 

Failar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Myawaatofk). 
t ya a a i ik i AkaMi Okaaikary, AtkaiJ. 
RaMMHak , tka Haa’Ma Navafc Bakaiar K., at 
Daaaa. 

Haftaaiita Bkaaikart, Maalvi. 

Naailiaiila AkaMi, Kkaa lakik. 
Naaaaananaa, Maalvi Mi. 

Naikaai AH KMa, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 
Mavkiaga, Mr. R. 4 . 

Ma airy, Mr. Davti. 

K aya aai, Mr. Rafara. 


Hlrtaai, Mr. M. A. F. 

Birto Akaiai Mia, Maalvi. 
iaialiiila AkaMi, Kkaa Bakaiar Maatvf. 
Kaktrviiia Kkaa, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. B. 

MaBractar, Mr. B. B. 

Maftaiita AkaMi, Dr. 

Maaial, Mr. iagal ifcaa i r a. 

MaalraMHa Akkaai, Maalvi. 

Makaaaui All, Kkaa Bakaiar. 

Margaa, Mr. B n B.I.E. 

Maairai All Mattak, Maalvi M. 

Makiaiaiai Ikrakha, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiai Itkagaa, Maalvi. 

Nakaaaui MraU, Maalvi. 

MvRkk, tka Haa’Ma Mr. Makaaia Bakary. 
MalHak, Mr. Falla Bakary. 

Maakanrafl Haaaata, tka Haa’Ma Hawak, Kkaa 
Bakaiar. 

Mvatafawaal Hagaa, Mr. Byai. 

Naaiy, tka Haa'Ma Makaraja Brtaak a aira, at 
Baaaiaikaur. 

NaaarvHak, Nawakiaia K. 

Nartaa, Mr. H. R. 

Baikal, tka Haa’Ma Mr. PraMaaa Oak. 

Rataar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Patiraai. 
taiarviiia Akaiai, Mr. 
lallraiiia Akaiai, Haji. 
lakaka-Alaia, Mr. Byai. 
laliai, Mr. I. A. 
larkar, Bakv Maikataiaa. 

Btrajal lalaai, Mr. 

Bkakakaiiia, Mr. Kkaaja, C.B.I. 

Ikiaiiaiila Akaiai Kkaaikar, Mr. 

Blaalalr, Mr. 4 . F. 

Ilriar, Baka Lilia Maaia. 

SaiHk, Mr. H. Brakaat 
ttavaa, Mr. 4 . W. R. 
lakraaariy, tka Haa'Ma Mr. H. B. 

Spaliar, Mr. 4 . H. 

Taaiiaaiiia Kkaa, tka Haa'Ma Mr. 

Tatal AkaMi Qkaaikary, Maalvi Haji. 

W aikar, Mr. W. A. M. 


The Ayes being 45 and the Noes 87, the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad SiuglT 4 Roy that a 
sum of Rs. 2,16,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “28 — 
Jails and Convict Settlements” during the current year was then put 
and agreed to. 


29 — Polios* 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, on th« 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 5,85,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“20 — Police” during the current year. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Its. 5, do, 000 for expenditure under the head ‘*29 — 
Police” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, we have here the demand for an additional grant of 
Rs. 5,35,000 for police. The Hon’ble Minister proclaimed that lie 
would have liked to see the Opposition experience life in a Naii 
prison. He aaid this, Sir, in reply to ltai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri’s 
assertion that the whole of India to-day had Wen prett> nigh eon* 
verted into a prison camp. Sir, this grant is indeed one of the many 
indications that the British Government is converting the country 
into a prison camp. Now at this bite hour having learnt their lessons 
as a result of the real exploits of Naxi heroism which is bringing home 
to the British Government its own misdeeds all the world over, now 
so successfully practised b\ the Naxis //or r.m'Hrnrr over the 
British Government itself, — lessons drawn from the examples which the 
British Government has set to the world, it is now coming forward in 
a secondhand manner to establish the Naxi model of prison camps in 
India. But it is too late. They are coming forward frantically to take 
added measure at a time when they are tottering in their own home- 
land. Sir. in this connection, the thing that is most significant is 
that the necessities arising out of the continuance of the war have 
been pleaded for the purpose of advancing this additional demand. 
Sir, I ask through you the members opposite, I ask through you 
the members of every section of the House, to consider whether 
we would not be justified in saying that as a result of the war the 
people of this province luive been very luidly bit. As a result 
of the war effects, their income instead of being augmented has been 
very much reduced. At this time, the Bengal Government which has 
got no authority over the conduct of the war is not justified in impos- 
ing ud additional piece of taxat ion over the people of Bengal. Sir, 
if due to the w T ar conditions any additional expenses arc required 
these should, rightly speaking, come from the funds of the British 
Government, from the British War Office. Sir, the people of Bengal 
should not be called upon to contribute one single pie for any purpose 
connected with the war. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing in this connected with the 
war. It is the exigencies of the war which necessitated the increase. 
Please discuss that. 

Mr. NIHAREMDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 beg to draw 

the attention of the House to the Explanatory Memorandum where it 

is admitted that on the assumption that certain charges on this 

account would be reoovered from the Government of India, provision 

for this staff was made in the current year’s budget under “63 — 

Extraordinary charges in India.” It now appears that as the staff is 
• • 
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primarily employed in the maintenance of law and order in this 
province, the Centre is unable/to accept any liability for it. Sir, after 
false hopes and false pretences, additional charges have been imposed 
on this province. The irresponsible Central Government can now turn 
round and say, “We cannot accept the liability as it is for the 
purpose of maintaining law and order in this province.” Why should 
Bengal suffer? Here is a provision for the cost of equipment and 
training of three additional Tear Smoke Squads in the Bengal Police 
the formation of which was undertaken after the budget had been 
passed for war purposes. We have seen in what manner these squads 
have been used. We have seen in the poorest of the poor quarters of 
Calcutta only yesterday Tear Smoke Squads brought out against our 
own people. We find that additional expenses have been incurred to 
provide extra staff for the .so-called intelligence work for subversive 
activities. Sir, this additional staff which has been created has got 
to justify its existence. What is the wav in which these people 
justify their existence? They try to raise the bogey — the scare — of 
subversive activities in different parts of our countryside. We have 
seen an illustration. We have seen how law and order is maintained 
in the city of Calcutta itself. We see, Sir, since then that the accen- 
tuation of the very unfortunate and regrettable heart-tit tack of the 
Hon’ble Home Minister lias continued and has compelled him to 
continue to absent himself from the House. We are left with a very 
poor substitute for the Hon 'hie Home Minister — I mean a very had 
substitute for the wardenship of the Nazi administration of prisons 
in Bengal— who comes forward and talks on a subject which is not 
his own and, therefore, can be excused for his irrelevance and for 
relapsing into flippant mood*. This is the situation in which we find 
ourselves this evening as a sequel to the first Tear Gas demonstra- 
tion bv the Police Department. 

Sir, 1 shall give only one illustration as to how this additional 
staff has been working. Only about October last this additional 
police staff* went out in search of some scent of subversive activities 
in the Bengal rural areas and in their quest for subversive activities 
they -rather than facing disappointment — went forward to take the 
initiative to demonstrate subversive activities, and the outcome was 
an abominable firing on the poor villagers in Brahma ncliak, a village 
within 40 miles of Calcutta in the jurisdiction of Ha ran police-station 
in the district of 24-Purganas. Special jwdice went forward with the 
plea of subversive activities being carried on in that locality. A local 
xemindar in league with the police force then came forward with his 
own rifle and maintained law and order by shooting down the inno- 
cent villagers. This outrage was then taken up by the police as e de- 
monstration of the existence of subversive activities. Additional forces 
were posted there — the members of the new Intelligence Branch for 
whom we are asked to vote money — to watch the activities of the 
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villagers. In their zeal they raided the village wholesale. Sir, 1 
had been to the spot ami seen things with my own eyes. Not one 
house was there to be found where Ixixes, trunks and other valuables 
were not damaged or carried away. Stocks of grains from the homes 
of these villagers were carried away. Money was also taken away by 
the police force. Houses were burnt down with cuttle inside them. I 
ask the Hon’ble Ministers to ooine forward, and I shall be glad to 
accompany them with members of all sections of the House. Even 
to-day after three months alter the incident the Hon’ble Ministers mu 
satisfy and see for themsehes in what wav law and order is lieing 
maintained for which the memWrs of this House are asked to vote an 
additional grant of Ks. 5,82,000. Sir, this illustration would show 
what is the real purpose behind this sort of grant. This is giving a 
direct encouragement to corruption and provocation. Those addi- 
tional forces, to justify 1 hoi r existence urn] to he aide to ask for more 
and more grants, create such incidents with a view to raise scares and 
get money squeezed out of the already bankrupt revenues of (hi* 
province. This session we have already seen so many taxation 
measures and are likely to more. We have witnessed the working 
of this extra staff maintained to enforce law and order in rural areas 
as well as in the heart of Calcutta. Will Government dare to set up 
on independent committee of enquiry consisting of members of the 
European Group, members of the Coalition Party itself and member* 
of the Opposition to examine the necessity and working of this staff? 
It will not he necessary to include members of the Opposition. We 
from this side of the Opposition shall accompany the oonunitlee of 
enquiry consisting exclusively of the members of the Coalition Party 
and of the other groups. We shall go there and demonstrate to them, 
going from house to house, what havoc has been played by these 
forces meant for the maintenance of law and order! No German 
army of occupation, no Hitler's Nazi horde, could have worked worse 
havoc in Belgium or Holland or any other conquered country as was 
done by this despicable lot incited by the Government of India and 
aided and abetted by the Government of Bengal in this village. 
(Loud laughter by the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy.) The 
Hon’ble labour Minister may afford 10 show his teeth in his foolish 
effort to drown these hard facts h\ his assumed merriment. T ask 
him now to accompany me to that part of Calcutta where tear gas 
bombs were used if only he would dare. I ask him to accompany any- 
body to those parts of villages where the working of law and order ha* 
been demonstrated for which he has come forward with a special grant 
of Its. 5,35,000. 

(At this stage the red light wa« lit.) 

I ask the honourable members 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Dutta Mazmndar, your time is up. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I will finiah in 

a moment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Just try to finish as soon as possible. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. I 
ask the honourable members through you, Sir, to consider for a 
moment that while the police are getting encouragement in the form 
of additional grants, the victims of the same police, who are now 
under the clutches of the Defence of India Act, are being lodged in 
prison under disgraceful conditions. Sir, if Government had asked 
for money for better treatment, to these prisoners, we could have 
understood the financial statement of the Hon’ hie Minister for more 
grants. Take, for instance, the Italian prisoners of war who have 
been brought here for internment in the concentration camps. They 
are given better treatment, which no Indian will grudge, but these 
unarmed countrymen of ours who are now in prison under the Defence 
of India Act are Wing treated us worse than cattle ! Will the Bengal 
Ministry dare to come forward with a demand that the Government 
of India shall have to advance every penny of this additional expendi- 
ture and let the entire money to he voted here go to the Indian prisoners 
for their better treatment at par with the foreign Italian prisoners 
now shut up in the Indian concentration camps V If you want an illus- 
tration of u more fiendish and worse condition of life than in the Nazi 
concentration camps, then go to Ilijli and other wimps where Indian 
prisoners are lodged, and let Sir Bijoy satisfy himself 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. It is irrelevant. You are dis- 
cussing police expenditure; it lias nothing to do with the treatment 
of prisoners in the (xmcentration camps. However, your time is 

•ippdy up. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I was only 

making a passing reference to the plight of the victims of the police 
for whom we are asked to vote money. 

(At this stage Mr. P. Honerji rose to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please sit down, Mr. Banerji. Fnless I finish 
this item now, Government will not have any opportunity to take up 
the next items, as only five minutes are now left. 


Mr. ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: May I, Sir, draw your atten- 
tion to the fact that to-night’s business will be carried over in to- 
morrow’s agenda? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The item for to-morrow’s Agenda refers to 
excess demands. 

The Hoit’bli Sir BUOY PRASAD 8IHCH ROY: Sir, I take it to 
be tbe privilege of mv honourable friend the labour member to 
indulge in unbridled imagination and exaggeration. 1 find he does 
not hesitate to compare things in the outskirts of Calcutta with what 
happened in Holland or Belgium or in any of the enemy-occupied 
countries. Sir, I will not try to reply to him on these points. But, 
Sir, the one point I would like to impress on this House is that the 
demand of additional police giant is by no uicuns to help the 
Government of India in their war expenditure. 1 hope the honourable 
members will realise that because of the general unsettled conditions 
due to war, a situation has been created not only in Bengal but all over 
India and probably all over Asia, which requires additional control and 
police force for tbe maintenance of law and order, and it is undoubtedly 
tbe function and duty of the Provincial Government to maintain law 
and order. Government at the beginning thought - it was a miscon- 
ception on our part, I admit — that this money should come from the 
Government of India, but ultimately it was pointed out b\ them, and 
we came to realise that it formed part of our general expenditure on law 
and order and naturally it was payable by us and not b\ the Central 
Government. That is wh\ this demand has been put forward. 

Now, Sir, the money is going to he spent on different heads and all 
these heads have been very clearly explained and enumerated in this 
statement; so I need not go into them. 

Sir, I hope the honourable members would agree with me that the 
formation of the Civic* Guard is a very useful institution. Civic 
Guards have been formed to help tbe ordinary police in some of their 
duties. It is giving the citizens of this country training in vary 
responsible spheres of work. About 14, 0(H) Civic Guards have been 
created — about half the number in Calcutta and half in the mufassal 
areas. Sir, I have heard here in this House times without number 
that our countrymen should be given military training. Though it is 
not mili tan training, certainly it is training in very important subjects 
and it will give them uu idea of discipline and make them useful. 

Now, Sir, so much has been said about tbe tear smoke squads. We 
have two squads — one in Calcutta and the other in 24'Parganas and 
Howrah. Now it has been decided to add three more for the three 
Ranges. Whenever there is a trouble, a riot, Government often have 
to use firearms. To avoid the use of firearms they have decided to 
use tear gas, and this is no n«w thing that they have introduced in 
Bengal. They are following the example of other civilised countries, 
knd is there any doubt that the use of tear gas is certainly preferable to 
he use of firearms ? 
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Sir, Government have the greatest anxiety for peace and order, for 
the safety of the people, so that the ordinary misled ignorant persona 
who are excited 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Who are excited by irres- 
ponsible Ministers. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Not by irrespon- 
sible Ministers, but by agitators like yourselves. 

Sir, the use of tear gas is certainly preferable to the use of firearms, 
and I venture to maintain that this demand is very much justified, and 
1 hope that the House will agree to it, and will turn down the motions 
of my friends opposite. 

The motion of Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazuradar that the demand of 
Rs. f), 35, 000 under the head “29 — Police” be reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of the IJon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin moved by the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Ko\ , that a sum of Rs. 5,35,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “20 — Police” during the 
current year, was then put and agreed to. 

40— Agriculture. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 55,17,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “40 — Agri- 
culture” during the current year. 

Mr. MAQBUL HU8AIN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Ks .**55, 17,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100. 

*T5Wfc >Ttm ( (71 

re ord JRCltT-T V) ran n *ffrrs TNfa 4$ 

str ai n t *tt*t strs 

record I 4* rc. ord 4 SpTH 

Record *91* ^ ^91 TO 

^ Pm tr 4 * YK7J srfa c*»Ron f**i wfe 

91 fawn record *9t9 99^ tpTTl record 

^ g ^ rf cs i tt* stores <7 t srtffa ftn offan fm 

il* pPJt'Q record jQ I f*4, *9TI Ppf C9 $ 9*31 

srftro *%5 I , 
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rprtm mm *tt m 1 g tdftr to 

ft£«r\ 5 tw record iOT sttft «ff«nn ^ttsm *n 5 rfsnn 

*<m 1 

vfttfo VpRf record 4 4$ ^ ST'QOT -W TO \=R 3 J$| Mt^Tt 

5 TTTQ ^ Bfftr- 5 vflfr ?Rft SR 7 faHri ^bTflTO 3 TC«fT 

w^ f cvq ^ 7c^ 1 tTr tot to *rf4fs ^frtn *tt£ PnnM '^c*h ftf 
^Ri tito* 1 ^^OTsarcr *jh vfirc^r 4$ to nOT? carfare 

*ttQW qfcWZ I *rfa record JT^tOT ^1 7 Sfll vftrs ft?OT # 4 $ 

*t 4 i sr ^tn OTf cq t^ot 3 trft *tsi Mo<n*fr 4 * 

ifR to fw^ 7t?n 1 tot^ *pf ot 4* "m^T rPrz sifan 'itfttf-TOT* 
fro? 4 ! ^ W 3 trtOT Wtf*f v ft'j?n TOOT#fa ’S^OTWI 
*tti?OT fro 4 ! ^-OTt TO<r ijsf «ttd^ 3 rtwr fawi, Pr*fc «ttrfaf 
?r?ff^ *r «r vj-pi **f OTn Wot. 7 p/u bo cir*n ssot* ^rfc^Tff tl^H 

^rai farcr ^jtW ^tfiraR ^<1 .uto TO*1ff i ittrSfi *ftfr Mtro* 

cttai sfpti^ot ^rfefCT =^7 ^ to 4r tot ^ 

(domestic consumption) *ffaf*r3 *tt1? PT 'Sffars $<OTf 7H 3t5n -a 3 ?* Wf, S3, 
Oppoft C3*IOT *tt£ mi rTO *PM 7U ^l 3t7] '^$OT3 ^ 331 

t?T 5 3t* 3Wt* fro *n sifter 5tft toft l ¥ftg , r 1 Sfafas 

TfaOT record 4 Ol ^T rrro 3 tri *KttftR TpO 

Tfe 3WT3 ^rt ^TOT a^ stfcfr ^f«?nn ^«-t ^FfTOi m r «nTr 3 Tt<r 

I 

(Mr. M. Shamnuddin Ahmed rose to speak.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, Mr. Shamsuddin, Imt there are only 
two minutes left and you have to finish your speech within that time. 


Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: What can I say in two minutes P 
All riffht, Sir. 1 will describe as I described last 3 ear this settlement 
or survey or what is called the jute census as ridiculous. This year ulso 
it ia utterly scandalous. 1 would ask the Hon’ hie the Chief Minister 
to go round the province in certain districts and to hear the complaintu 
about the recording as made in the countrvside. 1 do not want to say 
anything more as you have allowed me, Sir, only two minutes. Hut I 
eay, Sir, that it is utterly scandalous. These jute records are absurd, 
and whether you go in for giving licenses or for regulation or restric- 
tion of jute, nothing will be of any avail. Therefore Sir, ^if the 
ministry had a little bit of sense in their bnfin they would have at least 
taken one year just to carry on propaganda throughout the province, 
I have been told # that there has been no lasting of drums and no 
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publication. Possibly, in one or two union boards some notices or 
something of that nature might have been hung up which nobody 
would care to read or know about. I shall hear with very great relish 
what the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture has got to say as to how the 
propaganda was carried on. The people of our country are illiterate. 
Everybody knows that, and so I want to know what sort of propaganda 
was carried on throughout the province to make them aware of what 
was going on. How did they know that this sort of record will be 
made. Therefore I say, Sir, that the whole recording has been 
scandalous and the Minister of Agriculture will know to his utter 
misfortune what will befall just after they finish the regulation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I oppose this motion. * 
This motion reminds me of a similar occasion last year. Then also 
when Government was determined to enforce restriction, the objection 
that came principally from the Opposition was that the record made 
that year was absolutely wrong and no restriction scheme could possibly 
be based on that. I am sorry, Sir, that Government yielded to the 
Opposition on that occasion. Everyone knows that on account of the 
abandonment of the restriction scheme the price of jute fell down to a 
very great extent in the current year. Now, Sir, the same game is 
being tried to be played by the Opposition Benches. I admit that 
there are mistakes. There are bound to be mistakes in the record. 
Even in the settlement operations which are performed with much more 
care and caution and with much larger expenditure, there also we find 
that there are mistakes. But when the work had to be done in a great 
hurry in a short time, it was only natural that there should be some 
mistakes, but T submit, Sir, that the percentage of mistakes is not very 
high. Then. Sir, 1 would remind the House that when this recording 
was done, pamphlets were distributed in their thousands amongst all 
clauses of people (Cries of “No, no” from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: May I know if there was any 
beating of drum ? Let the Hon’ble Minister say this on the floor of this 
House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, there was. I 
called upon the people to bring to the notice of the department any 
remissness on the part of the recording staff or any irregularity com- 
mitted by them. You will be surprised to hear, Sir, that not a single 
complaint was made against the recording staff (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
Santal: Would it be parliamentary, Sir. to say that it is an entirely 
false vdateraeut ?) and under those circumstances I am at a loss to 
understand my honourable friends when they come with this objection 
at the eleventh hour. (Mr. Surendra Nth Biswas: I mvself sent 200 
applications to the Collector.) 
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Now, Sir, what is this amendment? The purport of this amendment 
is that the restriction scheme should be abandoned for the time being. 
What will be the effect of that ? Everyone knows that the prioes of 
jute went down to the lowest level a few months ago, and everyone 
knows that it was on acoount of the action taken by Government and on 
account of the agreement that has been arrived at with the jute mills 
that the prices have gone up to a considerable extent. If Government 
came to an agreement, it was on the basis of the coming year’s restric- 
tion. If there was no restriction in the coming \ear, that arrangement 
would never have been arrived at, and the prices of jute would have 
gone down. I can assure my honourable friends that if the restriction 
scheme is now abandoned, the prices of jute will go down to Re. 1 the 
next day. Therefore, Sir, I submit that it will be a suicidal policy if 
this restriction scheme is now abandoned and so Government is deter- 
mined to carry it through. 

Tlie motion of Mr. Muqhul Husain that the demand of Its. fifi, 17,000 
under the head ‘‘40 — Agriculture” be reduced by 11s. 100 was then put 
and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYES 34. 


AM* WkkaB, Maatvt. 

AM NwiAi larkv, Maalvi. 
AsfaMAa AIM, Mr. 

•■MrJI, Nr. p. 

MMr|l. Ur. taty* Mr*. 

Utm, nil Praamarl. 

•maa. Bali Myisi Pm*. 
Mtvslk, Dr. DaMaBa BfcaaBra. 
BMa, Mr. linHn Mt*. 

UN. Mr. tor* QkaaBra. 
OlNAiri, Rii HaraaBra Rat*. 
D« tapta, Da** K**t«*«n Rat*, 
•••at. Mr. HaraaBra Rat*. 

•alia luaatar, Mr. RtaaraMa. 
Ra*ai* R*a«. Rati. 
etawMta Ak**B, Mr. 

Mp*. Mr. 4. R. 


Hum AN OfeawBkary, Mr. By*. 
Balaa, Mr. I. 0. 
tMil AN MajaaiBar, Maalvi. 
Kaaiar, Mr. At* Maafra. 
KaaBa, Mr. Rfchltka R*k. 

Mai, Mr. Iiarar OkaaBra. 

MaaBaf, Mr. A«Hta Lai. 

Mas** RM*ta, Mr. 

MaRkk, krtjat Aafeataa*. 

Raskar. Mr. Haai QkaaBra. 
Raaakar AN, Mr. By*. 

Ray. Mr. Okara QkaaBra. 

Ray. Mr. Maawatka Rat*, 
laayai. Mr. laaaak* ftafcfcar. 
BkaauaMhi Aka*. Mr. M. 
•taka. lrf|at MaalaBra Skaaaa. 
Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


AM* Alia. Maataaa MB. 

AMal Mata, Mr. Mina. 

AM* Mata, Hr. Mia. 

AM* Makl* Vfkraa^art, Maalvl RM. 
AM* MaaJB, Mr. A. M. 


HOIS — 77. 


AMI Qirna, Maalvl. 

Alt** AN laayatpart. Mm DaMtar RmImi. 
Ak** AM Mrttka, Maalvi. 

Ak** Nat**, Mr. 

AlfasaM* AkaM, Kkaa BafcMar Mt**. 
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Faster Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Faster Rabmu, Mr. (MyrntoaiRfb). 

HtMbitlteb, tea Naa'Mt Naaak Bahatfar K.,.«f 
Dacca. 

Hiiwtei MaaShrai, Mantel, 
x HamltfaMI* Ah mat Khaa Sahib. 
Hasaaassamaa, Mantel Mi. 

Hawkinga, Mr. R. 4. 

Haywoai, Mr. Rtfars. 
lirla Abmai Mia, Mantel. 

Ispahaal, Mr. M.A.H. 

iaJaluiiln Abmai, Khaa Babainr Mantel. 
KaMraiiln Khan, Khan Babainr Mantel. 
Maizniite Abmai, Dr. 

Maaial, Mr. Jagat Obanira. 

Manlrniiln Akbani, Mantel. 

Mabammai All, Khan Babainr. 

Margaa, Mr. B., o.I.E. 

Maalam All Mollah, Mantel. M. 

Mabammai Ibrahim, Mantel. 

Mabammai Icbafna, Mantel. 

Mnbammai laraH, Mantel. 

Mnllick, tba Man’bla Mr. Mukunia Bahary. 
MnHkk, Mr. Palin Babary. 

The Ayes being .34 and the 


Matbarnrf Hernia tba Hee bie Nawab. Khaa 
Babainr. 

Mnataiaeael Hagna, Hr. lyei. 

Naniy, tba Hen'blc Maharaja Srtecb naira, el 
Oeaalmbezar. 

Nacarnllab, HawabsaBa K. 

Raiknt, tba Hen bla Mr. Praaaana Dab. 

Hey, Mr. Dbananjey. 

Ray, Mr. Patlram. 
laiarniiin Abmai, Mr. 

9ababa*Alam, Mr. Syti. 
lalim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Bihn Maihntniaa. 

Scrajel III am, Mr. 

Shahabniiln, Mr. Kbwaja, C.B.E. 

Ibammiiln Abmai Kbanikar, Mr. 

Siriar, Bahn LHta Mania. 

Smith, Mr.H. Brabant 
Stavan, Mr. 4. W. R. 

Snhrawariy, tba Han'Ma Mr. H. I. 
t ydlcr, Mr. i. H. 

Tamizniiln Khan tba Han'Ma Mr. 

Tata! Abmai Chanihnry, Mantel HaJI. 

Ynan! All Obonibnry. Mr. 

Noes 77, the motion was lost. 


The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that a sum of 
Rs. 55,17,000 he granted for expenditure under the head “40 — Agri- 
culture” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 

. 22— Interest on Debt and Other Obligations. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor. I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 2,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “22 — Interest on 
Debt and Other Obligations” during the current year. 

The motion was put and ugreed to. 

38— Medical. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to 
move that a sum of Rs. 11,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head “38 — Medical” during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


43— I ndustries— Cinchona. 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 03, (KM) be granted for expenditure under the head “43 — Indus- 
tries — Cinchona” during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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54 — FamiM. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY; Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor. I beg to move that a sum 
of Re. 1,00,000 be granted tor expenditure under the head 4 *54 — 
Famine” during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


56 — Stationery and Printing. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir. on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 1,9G,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”50 — Stationery 
and Printing” during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Interest-free Advanoes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY : Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 30,50,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “interest-free 
Advances'* during the current year 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Loans and Advances by Provincial Governments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I hog to move that a sum of 
Rs. 60,00,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “Loans and 
Advances by Provincial Government” during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


37 — Education — General. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Re. 6,80,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Education 
— General” during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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10 — Forest. 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum 
of Be. 70,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest” 
during the current year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 


It being 8-16 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 13th 
February, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, ('ulrutta, on Thursday 
the 13th February, 1941, at 4-45 p m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (Hie Hon’ble Sir Mumivtvn Azmi. II utiT-< i .m;., 
Khan Huhadur) in the ( 'hair, 9 Hon'ble Ministers ami 195 members 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Irrigation projects in districts of Bengal. 

34. Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications ami Works Department be 
pleased to state — 

(») the names of the districts in which advantage has so far been 
taken of the new decentralisation policy for undertaking 
smaller irrigation works and the names and descriptions of 
the projects actually taken on hand up to the latest 
available date; and 

(it) the amounts of money contributed or proposed to be contri- 
buted by Government for each of the said projects? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether th® 
Government are proposing to give any other assistance to the local 
authorities concerned in furtherance of their schemes for local 
irrigation ? 

MINISTER ifi charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (tha Hori’blt Maharaja Sriaohandra Handy, of Gosstaw 
bazar): (a) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(b) No. Not at present. 

OuMandm, SUired Qoetfion. of the 6th of February. 

Mr. MSANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, there are certain quae- 
tkms left over from the fith February, 1941, which, I suggest, mgy be 
taken up to-day. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 
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28* 


STARRED QUESTIONS 


(to which oral answers were given) 

Durga Puja in Hooghly Mohsin College. 

•31. Khan Bahadur MAULANA AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: 

(a) Is the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department 
aware — 

(t) that this year Durga Puja festival was performed in the Mohsin 
College, Hooghly; and 

(it) that objections were taken in the matter by the Muslim students 
of that Qollege and their guardians? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken in the 
matter? 

(c) Is the Hon 'hie Ministei aware that there exists a feeling amongst 
the Muslim community over the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): m No. The Puja was perform- 

ed by the Principal as a domestic function within his quarters, which 
are located in the vSouthern wing of the (k)ilege building, and not in any 
part of the College. 

(it) No, but objection was taken in other quarters. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Yes. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether in view of his anwser “ves” to question (ii)(c), 
he has considered the desirability of informing the Muslim leaders * 
concerned about the fact which he lias stated in his answer (a)(t)P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As a matter of fact, the 
whole matter has been satisfactorily settled, and no further action is 
necessary. 


Election of members of the Board of Wakfs. 

•32. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: („) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 
(i) when the election of the mem tiers of the Wakf Board by the 
memliers of the Bengal Legislative Assembly took place; and 

(tt) the reason for the delay in the appointment of the members of 
the said Board ? 
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(b) Has the election of members by mutwallis been completed? 

(c) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor P 

(d) When is the next Board expected to commence functioning 1 ? 

(e) What step has up till now been taken for the constitution of the 
new Board P 

The Hoci’bfe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) ( i ) On the 19th Decern- 
her, 1939. 

(it) The election of a member of the Board by the muttcallis has not 
yet been held. 

(6) No. 

(c) Elaborate rules governing the election had to be framed and 
other formalities to be completed, before the election could be held. 

(d) The beginning of April next. 

(e) Only the election by the mutxmllis remains to be held. 

Financial difficulties of the District Softool Board of Mymensingh, 

•33. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether any deputation on behalf of the District School Board, 
Mvmensingh, waited on him in Calcutta for the removal of the financial 
difficulties of t lie said School Board? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state what action, if any. he has taken in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) I hope to be in a position to make a subvention to the Board 
very shortly. 

Primary Education of the minority oommunitlee of Noakhall. 

•34. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the present number of (1) boys and (2) girls of all denomina- 
tions going to the Primary Schools in the Noakhali district; 

and 

(ii) the number of (1) boys and (2) girls belonging to all minority 
„ communities? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action he 
proposes taking for safeguarding the interests of the minority com- 
munities of the district in matter of primary education? 
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Th* Hon’W# Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ". (a) (t) (1) Boys 89,714 

and (2) girls 39,628. <r 

(it) (1) Boys 17,185 and (2) girls 9,797. 

(b) The interests of minority communities have not been over- 
looked. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is satisfied that an adequate number of 
primary schools have been established in the quarters inhabited by 
the minority communities in the district P 

Th# Hon’bl# Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is too large a ques- 
tion for me to answer. 

Mr. 8URENQRA NATH BI8WA8: The Hon’ble Minister has 
said that the interests of the miuoritv communities have been safe- 
guarded. My question is . 

The Hon’bl# Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Attempts have been made 
to accede to the wishes of the minority communities and to attend to 
their wants. I do not know whether that has been to the satisfaction 
of the communities. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that there is a feeling among the 
members of the Scheduled Castes community that a sufficient number 
of schools have not been established in the quarters inhabited by 
them? > 

Th# Hon’bl# Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQl Much of the agitation on 
the matter is a got-up affair in which, I think, there is no sincerity. 

OltC'&hem* madrasahs in Rangpur district. 

*38. Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR ROUF: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department In? pleased to state — 

(а) the names of old scheme madrasahs, if any, at present exist- 

ing in the district of Rangpur; and 

(б) the amount of grant if any sanctioned by the Government to 

any of those madrasahs? 

T|J# Hon’W# Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Recognised (recently)— 
(1) Matherbasar Senior Madrasah and (2) Tabakpur Junior Madrasah. 

Unrecognised— (3) Mahimaganj Junior Madrasah, and (4) Kumed- 
pur Junior Madrasah. 
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(ft) No Government grant was sanctioned to theee madrasahs, as 
they were unrecognised. Two have, however, been recently recognised. 

Grant-in-aid to high English schools in Noakhali. 

•42. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing with respect to the Noakhali district — 

(a) the present number of high English schools; 

(b) the names of high English sc hools receiving Government aid 

since April, 1937; 

(c) the date of affiliation of those schools by the Calcutta -Univer- 

sity; and 

(d) the amount of monthly grant, received by each of the schools P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A statement furnishing the 
information is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 42, furnishing informa- 
tion regarding high English schools in the Noakhali district. 


(a) Tho present number of high English schools — 43. 


(b) Tho names of high 
English schools receiving 
Government aid since 
April, 1937. 

(c) Date of 
affiliation of 
these schools 
by the 
Calcutta 
University. 

(ft) Amount of monthly grant roooivod by 
each of tho schools. 



1937-38. 

1938-39. 

1939-40. 

1940-41. 



its. 

Its. 

vr k*. 

K*. 

(1) Katghar High English 
School. 

1-11034 

100 

100 

100 

loo 

(2) Muhammsdpur High 
English School. 

1-1-1020 


100 

100 

100 

(3) Sbahopur High Eng- 
lish School. 

1-1*1038 


loo 

100 

100 

(4) Sandwip High English 
School. 

1-1-1039 


•126 

126 

126 

(6) Gopslpur High Eng- 
lish School. 

1-1-1936 

•• 

•120 

100 

100 

(6) Dsganbhuiyan High 
JEfigHah School. 

1*1-1940 

I 

i 

•• 

•• 

100 


•For two months only . 
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Failure of paddy crop in Malda district. 

■ 4 ' 

•43. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware— 

(t) that there has been a failure of the paddy crops in the Malda 
district this year; and 

(u) that there is a likelihood of distress prevailing in the district? 

(b) If so, what steps do the Government contemplate taking in the 
matter P 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the . 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (a) (i) There has been a partial 
failure of paddy crop in parts of the district owing to insufficient 
rainfall. 

( it ) Distress is apprehended in some unions of Habibpur and 
Nuehole police-stations. 

(h) The situation is being carefully watched and arrangement is 
being made for re-excavation of some derelict tanks in the affected area 
under the Tanks improvement Act, ]9d9, as a relief measure. Further 
measures will be taken if and when necessary. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that there has been distress in some other parts of the district also? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: That is not my 
information as yet. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if other steps are also necessary to cope with the situa- 
tion besides the, re-excavation of derelict tanks, namely, advance of 
agricultural loans, etc.? 

The Hon’blo Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: We have been 

distributing agricultural loans from time to time as we received re- 
quisitions from lotml officers. If such a requisition is received again, 
Government will certainly distribute agricultural loans. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: What-is the amount of money 
that will be spent on the re-excavation of the derelict tanks which, the 
Hon’£Je Minister says, have been undertaken as a relief measure? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What do you exactly want? The situation is 
being watched, and steps are being taken. 
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Ilf* 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8" Sir, our point is that when 
distress prevails, inadequate measures only are taken. 

Ilf* SPEAKER: But Sir Bijoy lias made it clear that when 
exigencies arise, Government try to render the fullest possible help. 

Mr* 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Sir, my submission is that 
relief is given to a very limited extent when it is wanted on a large 
scale. My question is whether the amount of money to be spent will 
give sufficient relief to the distressed people. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I could not 
follow exactly what information my honourable friend wants. It is 
not a definite question, and nobody can answer it. The amount will 
depend on the magnitude of the distress. To-day the distress appears 
to be due to a partial failure of crops, but it may develop and become 
serious. It is difficult for me to give any definite answer to this 
question. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Wh y not say, as much as 
possible? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If that will 
satisfy iny friends opposite, I say, as much as possible. 


Distress due to failure of paddy crops in Murshidabad district. 

# 44. Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the ITon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state — 

(a) whether there has been a general failure of paddy crops in 
Murshidabad this year; 

(h) the reasons for such failure; 

(c) whether acute distress has come to prevail in the said district; 

and 

(d) what steps if any, the Government have taken or propose to 

take in the matter of — 

(1) advancing agricultural loans, and 

(2) re-excavating and opening tanks and water areas for 

irrigation and drinking purposes? 

Tho Hon v Mo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: ( a } 

crop has failed in parts of the district of Murshidabad. 

(6) Failure of»monsoon is the main cause. 


in e aman 
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( c ) Not yet. 

(d) (1) Government have sectioned a sum of Rs.20,000 for distri- 
bution as short-term crop loans and a sum of Rs.25,000 for distribution 
as ordinary agricultural loans. Further loans will be distributed when 
and where necessary. 

(2) Government have sanctioned Its. 40,000 as Land Improvement 
loans to be distributed to the owners of tanks for the purpose of re- 
excavation of tanks, etc., in the affected areas. Arrangements are also 
being made to take up tanks under the Bengal Tanks Improvement 
Act, as test works. 

I may just mention here that we have already taken up re-excava- 
tion of certain tanks. They have been already taken on hand. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the money proposed on test work is being 
spent directly by Government agencies or through district boards? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: No, directly 
by the Collector. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why this departure has been made since on the 
previous occasion the money spent on test work was spent through 
district board agencies P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Government 
thought that if the money was spent directly through the Collector, 
it would be spent more profitably and better spent. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May I know what is the 
connection between Government and district boards in the matter of 
these test works? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Only Govern- 
ment utilises the supervising officers of the district board in this con- 
nection. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state the reason for thinking that if it is spent directly by 
the Colleotor, jt will be more profitably spent than if it had been spent 
by the district board P 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: There are certain 
facts which Government are not prepared to disclose at the present 
moment, but Government have come to a decision on facts so far as 
known to them. 
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Recognition of Maheswerpasa 8ohool of Arts, Daulatpur. 

•45. 8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether students receiving training in schools of Arts, recog- 

nised by the Government of Bengal, are eligible for appoint- 
ments in Government educational institutions; and 

( b ) whether the Maheswarpasa School of Arts, Daulatpur, is 

recognised by the Government of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(to which answer* were laid on the table) 

Hindu students reading in maktabs. 

23. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay ou 
the table a statement showing, district by district, the number of Hindu 
students (boys and girls) reading in maktabs at the present time in the 
Province? (If the figures for the current year are not available then 
those for the year 1939 may be stated.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A statement furnishing the 
information is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 23, shouting, 
district Iry district , the number of Hindu students reading in 
maktabs on the 31st March , 1940. 


Name of district. 

Number of Hindu 
children. 

24-Parganas 

... 2,219 

Nadia 

... 2,312 

Murshidabad 

... 1,486 

Jessore 

... 3,216 

Khulna 

... 829 

Burdwan 

... 2,437 

Birbhum 

... 1,177 

Bankura 

... 263 

Hooghly 

... 1.561 
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Name of district. 

Howrah 
Midnapore 
Dacca 

Mymensingh 
Faridpur 
Bakarganj 
Chittagong 
Noakhali 
Tipperu 
Rajshahi 
Dinajpur 
Rangpur 
Jalpaiguri 
Bogra 
Pabna 
Malda 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to siate why no number or figure lias been mention- 
ed in the district of Tippera. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say. Perhaps 
there are none. 

Census. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, before you proceed to 
the other business of the day, may I have your leave to make submissions 
with regard to an adjournment motion regarding which you have refused 
consent. 

So far as your order is concerned, Sir, of course I have nothing 
to complain about ; I bow down to it, but may I seek your guidance 
as Speaker as to what should be done in the matter which was sought 
to be raised by the adjourned motion P Our Chief Minister in season 
and out of season has been flourishing statements in the Press in the 
matteifeof census operations and the last of these statements, was 
published in to-day’s Ananda Bazar Patrika. Well, Sir, it is 
preposterous that the Chief Minister cf the province who is not only 
the Chief Minister of the Muslims but also of other copmmnities should , 
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make a statement like that. lie has simply railed to direct action 
persons of his community, and he is seeking to terrorise the Hindu 
community and Hindu officers. Sir, the census is imminent and as 
a matter of fact we are going to have a recess of the Assembly because 
members of the Legislature are expected to go back to their con- 
stituencies for co-operation in the census in order to have a fair and 
proper census. It is extremely unfortunate, Sir, that the Chief Minister 
who is a highly paid Minister of this poor province should be seeking 
direct action by his own community, which will make the census a farce, 
because as a matter of fact if you read between the lines, it is purely a 
call to action by certain members of his community, and he seeks to ter- 
rorise the Hindu officers and the Hindu community. He also seeks to 
terrorise the Hindu enumerators and he also seeks to unnerve the 
Hindu community. Sir, we are here in this province; we must live 
together and we must be assured of an atmosphere in which a scientific 
census is possible. May we have your guidance as to how we can 
bring in this question before the House so that there may be a full, 
frank and honest discussion of the whole thing, because tbe Assembly 
is going to be closed soon. If any untoward thing happens in connec- 
tion with the census, we shall have no remedy in our hands. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Tins is a statement by one who might hold the 
position of a Minister, but who has spoken in his capacity as a member 
of a particular organization. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: But, Sir, he is a wholetime 
paid servant of the province. He cannot divest himself of his capacity 
as a Minister of t lie province. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This is a matter which you can discuss during 
the General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May I propose an alternative, 
Sir? The Chief Minister is agreeable to make a statement if you give 
your consent. If you agree. Sir, the matter may come in as a special 
motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 hare no objection. I 
want to place all the facts before the House. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: We will expose you. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAL 8ANYAL: Sir, we shall then se#*if we 
can distinguish between Maulvi Faslttl Huq and the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 
Faxlul Huq, the Premier of this province. He is eating the salt of 
the Hindus as mqch as of the other communities 
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Mr. SPEAKERS I cannot allow in this House any quarrel which 
obviously should be made, if all, outside this House. Here I think 
the efforts of all sides should be, if I am permitted to say so, to try 
to meet in an atmosphere of amity and friendship. If perchance a 
quarrel outside is translated into this House, this Legislature will 
cease to function. The House will remember that there are questions 
which I had to disallow, but about which there may be some dis- 
satisfaction. I do feel generally that these are matters which should 
be thrashed out outside, beyond getting information here which is 
absolutely necessary for us. I hope that for the time being the House 
will understand the attitude which I take so far as the functions of 
the Legislature are concerned, and I do once again appeal to the 
members to discuss matters like this, if at all, at the time of the General 
Discussion of the Budget. We should try to keep up the dignity of 
the House. Every one of us here functions as a member of the 
Legislature and not as respectively belonging to any particular creed 
or party. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, may we expect a digni- 
fied and sober slatement from the Chief Minister in regard to a matter 
which is very serious and urgent ? 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, we strongly repudiate the sug- 
gestion that any statement of the Chief Minister is undignified. 

Mf. SPEAKER. Order, order. I won’t allow any further discus- 
sion. 


Massage. 

The Secretary then vead the following message received from the 
Bengal Legislative Council : — 

“That the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 
11th February, 1941, agreed to the Official Trustees (Bengal Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1941, without any amendments.” 

Report of tho Committoo of Public Aooounts. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We shall now take up discussion of the Report 
of the Public Accounts Committee. Is there anybody who wants to 
apeak on it? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH QHAUDHURIs Yes, Sir. As one who 

had an opportunity to take his seat in the Public Accounts Committee 
and had to join in its deliberations and sign the repqrt which is going 
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to be presented to-niglit, I think it is my duty to call the attention of 
the House to certain salient features of the report. 

Sir, in the first place, I would invite the House to consider the fact 
that in the year 1938-39 we provided large amounts of money for t lie 
nation-building departments. But those moneys were not spent — not 
spent, because there were no schemes ready — and much of the expendi- 
ture voted had therefore to be surrendered. This is an ugly feature 
of the report on the accounts of 1938-39. I would refer pointedly to 
paragraph 10 of the report which says: “We observed an unusually 
large percentage of savings under heads like Irrigation (22G), 
Agriculture (18-2), industries (15-1) and public Health (13T>) — all 
nation-building departments. In our previous report we recommended 
that efforts should he made to utilise the Budget provision under such 
heads without sacrificing efficiency. We repeat the recommendation 
this year and hope that money voted by the Legislature for such 
beneficent activities will be properly utilised in future.” Sir, we want 
this assurance; and so far as the Public Accounts Committee is 
concerned, they are entitled to have this assurance from the llon’ble 
Ministers in charge of the respective departments, that in l he coming 
year they are not going to put forward demands — inflated demands, 
demands for which schemes are not ready — before the House and to get 
money from the House voted simply on assurance that is not gonig to 
be fulfilled. If money voted has got to he surrendered, it is not proper 
to take in the House with false assurances that schemes ure there ready 
and awaiting execution and will be executed if only sufficient moneys 
are voted. 

Secondly, I would invite the attention of the House to paragraph 
11 of the report. There it is said : “In regard to the grant under 
Irrigation we observed that large amounts had been provided in the 
Budget which were subsequently not found necessary, and these were 
either surrendered or reappropriated and even after reappropriation 
considerable amounts were surrendered. We deprecate such procedure 
and hope that steps will be taken to secure closer budgeting in future." 

Sir, we again say that this House is entitled to have an assurance 
from the Hon'ble Minister in charge that the Public Accounts 
Committee henceforth will not have occasion to indite such remarks. 

Then, Sir, I would draw the attention of the House to paragraph 12 
of the report. There it is said that “we came across several instances 
in which large savings occurred in lump provisions which were included 
in the Budget without the formulation of detailed schemes. Although 
we realise that lump provisions may be unavoidable in exceptionable 
cases, we strongly deprecate the inclusion of lump provision!*^ the 
absence of detailed schemes .' * I hope that the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Finance will henceforth scrutinise the demands of the 
respective departments and will not permit such demands to be put 
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forward as have no reference to detailed schemes, as are not required 
for the execution of fully manure schemes — demands that are put 
forward simply for the purpose of window-dressing. The Hon’ble 
Finance Minister will, I hope, realise that at such times when we are 
so hard up for money, no department should be allowed to have unneces- 
sary money at the sacrifice of the interests of other departments which 
are suffering for want of money. 

Then, Sir, there is another very important recommendation in 
paragraph 17 of the report. It runs thus: “We note that the lump 
provision included in the Budget in connection with a scheme* for the 
removal of flood water in Kasha and other outlying areas of the Tolly- 
gange Municipality could not be utilised as the details of the scheme 
could not be settled. We understand that these details have not yet 
been finally settled. We recommend that the scheme which is an 
extremely urgent one should be carried out as expeditiously as 
possible.” Time and again the attention of the House and the attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of this department has been drawn 
to the sorry state of affairs that is prevailing in the Tollygange muni- 
cipal area and how the people there are suffering year after year from 
partial deluge. It is truly a scandalous state of things that is prevail- 
ing if not within the town of Calcutta in an area close to it — an adjacent 
area. It is seriously affecting the health and well-being of the local 
people and may affect even the health of the town of Calcutta. I would, 
therefore, press upon the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
the urgent necessity of settling the scheme and of providing the 
necessary amount in the Budget to carry out this scheme. 

■Sir, in conclusion, I would consider it my duty to thank the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister who conducted his duties as Chairman of the Public 
Accounts Committee with that tact and consideration for which he 
deserves thanks from all sections of the House. Although we do not 
agree on principle to the Finance Minister’s presiding over the delibera- 
tions of the committee, yet I must state it frankly that far from 
stifling any discussion, the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy showed a rare 
readiness — I say, rare on his part — to consider the points raised by the 
different members whether they belonged to the Opposition or to his own 
group. It was remarkable as it was rare, for we do not find him usually 
in such an appreciative mood in this House at least. 

Mr. 8A8ARKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Since my honourable friend 
Mr. Chaudhurf has paid such a compliment to the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy, I will not break the tune by straying into any bitter 
note. *ilut since Rai Harendra Nath Ohaudhuri was himself a party 
to this precious book, he has got reasons for entertaining such a leaning 
towards his colleague with whom he sat together on the Public Aocounts 
Committee. But to a scientific observer who goes through this book 
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tfhich was published and circulated to us, there are two things which 
strike as very remarkable. One is that the Hon ’hie Finance Minister 
who presumably with the consent of the Cabinet talks of schemes in 
the speech while introducing the Budget really is not aware of those 
schemes himself. Sir, it is pathetic and as my friend has just pointed 
out, large sums of money which have been collected on the plea of 
nation-building activities have not been spent at all. Why? Not that 
there are no reasons of necessity for such money being spent, hut that 
the Cabinet which grabs at the money from the Legislature is unable 
to use it on proper schemes. Now, Sir, it indicates, if it indicates 
anything at all, the absolute bankruptcy of imagination on the part of 
the present Cabinet, and in order to remedy this bankruptcy, 1 would 
make a suggestion to the Hon’ble Finance Minister, and 1 hope he will 
consider this question in his rare mood as referred to by my friend 
here. Sir, when money is asked for in Budgets, either main or supple- 
mentary, this House is carried blindfolded because there is a glamorous 
talk of schemes here, there and everywhere, but whether those schemes 
are translated into action or not, money is sanctioned and is in their 
hands and ultimately it cannot but be surrendered. So in order to get 
out of this difficulty or this undesirable state of affairs which has 
occurred from year to year, it is necessary, in the interests of proper 
comprehensive schemes for spending the money allotted, to have a 
small committee consisting of representatives of different parties and 
groups of this House, so that the Hon’ble Finance Minister before 
asking for the sanction of the Legislature might place those schemes 
— and those schemes will be the schemes of the Cabinet as representing 
different departments and portfolios — before this small committee. 
These schemes may be placed before a small committee and that small 
committee by acquiring their own wisdom and, if necessary, also by 
taking the assistance of experts would decide as to whether the schemes 
which have been outlined as referred are really practicable and capable 
of being put into execution in the current or the coming year. Since 
we came to this House, from the very day of the beginning of this 
Legislature, we have heard of the Waterways Board. It raised very 
high hopes in our minds because our province is fundamentally a 
province of rivers and tidal streams; and the waterways problem is one 
of the burning problems of this province. So, as soon as the talk of 
the Waterways Board came into our ear, the thinking section of the 
people were inspired by high hopes that something was going to be 
done which would go at least partially towards the solution of a long- 
standing problem which was neglected by the bureaucratic Government 
composed as it was of persons who were in charge of the Irrigation 
Department. They were not men of this province nor had tljgy any 
idea of the province. But pathetically we find from this hook that when 
the Superintending (Engineer was consulted as to why the money which 
was taken for the Waterways Board was not spent, he gave a pathetic 
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reply that the Waterways Board scheme had been dropped. But why 
was it dropped? Not that the problem has ceased to exist, not that the 
problem has ceased to be a burning problem of the province? It has 
been dropped because the Hon’ble the Finance Minister in Budget after 
Budget devoted paragraph after paragraph to the fascinating schemes 
of Waterways Board, still neither the members of the Cabinet nor the 
officers of the department have any real constructive scheme for tackling 
the problem. In this connection, Sir, if I am permitted to complain, 
I would complain — I will have the indulgence of complaining — to my 
friends of the Coalition Party against this. Everybody knows why the 
Waterways Board scheme has been dropped. It was to feed* certain 
vanities and interests, certain petulant demands and desires of certain 
groups to my left. But it is expected of the members of the Coalition 
Party who practically are piloting the Government — even if the 
members of the Cabinet cannot get out of the white European influence, 
still it is desired and expected of the members of the Coalition party 
who represent the villages of Bengal to get out of this oppression of 
the European domination of the Cabinet and to force the Cabinet into 
taking steps which would be consistent with the welfare of the 
province as a whole. I take it as a standing disgrace to this House 
including the Coalition Party and the members of the Opposition also 
that neither the Coalition Party nor the Opposition has been able to 
compel the Cabinet to do anything substantial towards the solution of 
the river problem in Bengal. Similarly, Sir, it takes one’s breath away 
when we find that only 18*2 per cent, of the total expenditure was 
devoted to the very big problem of agriculture. Our country is 
primarily an agricultural country. It has been said times without 
number and it has been said ad nauscdm that we in this province live 
or die in agriculture. But how is it, Sir, that only 18*2 per cent, of 
the allotted revenue has been absorbed by this big scheme? Here also 
the research question could not be the question 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not the subject matter of discussion which 
is raised on the report of the Public Accounts Committee. You should 
confine yourself to the proportion of the total revenue which is 
allotted to agriculture. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: All right, Sir, I drop that 
paragraph . 

Sir, the savings were made on account of certain schemes not being 
pursued and vltimately the money had to he surrendered. In this 
connection I submit, as I said before, that we do not try to drag the 
Cabinet into our own scheme. I/et the Cabinet formulate their own 
schemed on Industries, Agriculture, Public Health and Irrigation. Let 
these schemes be placed before a committee, let the possibilities and 
probabilities of the schemes be considered in detail by that committee, 
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and then let the schemes go back to the Cabinet with the remarks and 
observations of this committee. Then the committee will be in a more 
clear .position in the matter of schemes and in the matter of spending 
the money which is received through the Budget. 

Sir, there is another matter. The surrender is not the only feature 
of this unspent money. There is also some diversion to other avenues. 
Of course, the members of the Public Accounts Committee by their 
comments and criticisms have corrected .the previous irregularities of 
the Cabinet or the Finance Department to a certain extent or to a great 
extent, but still it appears from this book that the old habit of divert- 
ing money into other schemes has not yet been got rid of by the 
Cabinet. It is a very serious affair, Sir. We are asked to contribute 
money for certain schemes. If perchance the scheme cannot be put 
into operation, the money should go back to the general revenues so 
that in the event of any other scheme being passed by the House, the 
money xould be properly spent on that scheme. But it is a criminal 
offence on the part of the Cabinet to divert money on one account to 
another without the sanction and consent of the Legislature. So 1 
submit, Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister should give us an assurance to 
remedy this state of affairs so that we may feel that the controversies 
which have been raised and discussed will gradually disappear in course 
of time. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I am not going to make 
any speech, Sir; I wish only to draw the attention of the House to 
certain points so that the Hon’ hie Minister might in his reply explain 
those points. We find at a glance at the report an unusually large 
percentage of savings under the heads Irrigation, Agriculture, 
Industries, Public Health, etc., in section 10 of the Appropriation 
Accounts Report. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has been discussed already. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir; but 1 am 
asking my question with a view to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister. Then we find large sums of money had been 
placed at the disposal of the District Officers as discretionary grants 
without formulating any rules for their guidance as to how that money 
should be spent by them. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Finance explain the effect of showing such items of expenditure 
in the Budget which in reality are never carried out? He shows 
before tb$ House and the public outside that a certain proportion of 
the revenues is earmarked for nation-building purposes, for^ublic 
utility purposes, etc., and is therefore devoted to justifiable items of 
expenditure. Now, if at the end of the year we find, what has been 
criticised often enough, that for want of definite schemes the funds so 
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allotted have not been spent at all, but diverted into other channels, 
then, in that case, does not the Budget as presented before the House 
become a sort of illusory thing, a mere eyewash which creates an 
altogether false impression upon the House as well as upon the public 
outside? It means, — if I may be permitted to use the term, — obtain- 
ing money on false pretences. I should like the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister to explain as to what steps he is going to take and what lesson 
does he draw from this particular report to which he has been a signa- 
tory. It is a document of confessions which he has made in company 
with the members of the committee who drew up this report* and I 
should like to have a proper explanation from the Hon’ble the* Finance 
Minister for the benefit of this House and also to know what steps 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is going to take to ensure that in 
future grants which the House will be called upon to make will not 
* amount to obtaining the same on false pretences On his part. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I would like to thank 
Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri for his very kind remarks about what 
he characterises as a rare mood which 1 displayed at the time when I 
had the honour of acting as the Chairman of the Committee of Public 
Accounts. Sir, this xuood was prompted b\ the fact that I found all 
the members, including the members of the Opposition, desirous of 
cooperating and of being helpful in their criticism. Sir, the Finance 
Department welcomes helpful criticisms in the matter of accounts and 
probably no department is more anxious to see that accounts are 
properly maintained and that the expenditure is properly incurred than 
the Finance Department, for which reason it incurs a certain degree 
of odium from other departments. It is for this reason, Sir, that I 
have been more than a willing signatory to the report of the Committee 
of Public Accounts and we in the department are most anxious always 
to implement the decision of the Committee of the Public Accounts and 
to see year after year that the manner of expenditure in Government 
improves. 

Sir, the report refers to accounts of the year 1938-39, and I do not 
think that it is quite fair for Mr. Sasanka Snnyal to blame me for having 
put in lump provisions. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhak Sanyal: I have 
blamed the department.) Mr. Sanyal states that this Finance Minister 
talks about various schemes, but he does not know what schemes there 
are, as will be seen from the report of the Public Accounts of 1938-39 
where lump provisions have been made for schemes which do not exist. 
Now, I speak of schemes during my rCgim*, but I am even prepared to 
say that lump provisions are in some oases unavoidable, but they are 
certc»uly to be deprecated. We are minimising these lump provisions 
as much as possible, but they have a little value and that little value 

is this, that sometimes it does give an amount of (Rai Harrnimla 

Nath Chaudhuri: Publicity.) No, not publicity but of directiou to 

-i) * * 
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the department concerned to hasten the schemes which they have placed 
before the Cabinet, but which they have not completed in all their 
details, and sometimes it has happened that owing to these provisions 
the schemes have been taken up in the course of the year, though the 
entire lump provision has not been utilised. As I have stated, Sir, I 
deprecate such lump provisions, and I do not think that they ought to 
be included in the accounts, and we shall make every attempt to see that 
these lump provisions are not so included and if they are included to 
justify them before the House for very valid reasons. 

Sir,- there is little else to be said on the report. I am grateful to 
the committee for their very helpful criticisms which they have offered 
to the Finance Department, and 1 can only hope that 1 may have the 
benefit of the advice of such committees in future. 


Excess Grants for the year 1938*39. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Suhrawardy, will you move your demands 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. On the recom- 
mendatioh of the (iovernor I beg to move that un exeess grant ot 
Rs 2,293 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the expenditure 
inclined in exeess of the voted grant in the year 1938-39 under the 
major head “13 — Other taxes and duties/’ 

On the recommendation of the (iovernor, further I beg to move that 
an excess grunt of Its. 1,34,198 be voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the expenditure incurred in excess of the voted grant in the year 1938-39 
uuder the major head “55 — iSuperunnuation Allowances and Pensions, 
etc.” 

The reasons, Sir, for these excesses have been set forth in Appendix 
II at page G1 of the Public Accounts Committee’s report. 

Mr. SYEO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On a point of order, Sir. 
Supposing we refuse to accept the recommendation of the Public 
Accounts Committee, who will be responsible? Will it be a charge 
on the Finance Minister or the Ministry as a whole P 

Mr. SPEAKER; I might explain the legal position. If this money 
is not voted, then the gentlemen who are responsible for the disburse- 
ment will have to reimburse the money, unless the money is again 
sanctioned on a fresh vote before the House. 

Mr. 8ASANKA if KHAR MNYAtl Sir, before you the 
question, may I ask the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to answer two 
queetions as to when was this excess discovered? Was it discovered 
before the Committee of Public Aocounts found out this excess? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I take it, it was discovered by the Auditor- 
General. t 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: This money has been 
barred by limitation. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It transpired only during the 
audit report. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No. no. This expendi- 
ture is incurred and is reported to the Auditor-General, and the Auditor- 
General in his report mentions the fact that this excess expenditure has 
been incurred. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; I might explain the whole position of this audit. 
It is this. It is this House which sanctions the money. There are 
other moneys which are spent by virtue of certain statutory authorities. 
If that money is spent at the time of the expenditure, especially 
towards the last, it is quite possible that sometimes more money than 
has been sanctioned is actually disbursed, but it is the duty of the 
Finance Department to see that it is properly done. Sometimes it may 
be unavoidable. For example, in this case there was a supply of 
services and they had to be paid and therefore the present motion is to 
regularise it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of what you just said, 
may 1 ask the Hon’ble the Finance Minister as to why this matter was 
not asked for in several suppleinentnries nnd main Budgets which were 
in between the time of the excess expenditure and to-day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: They cannot be supplementaries. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Before the money was spent 
when the necessity for excess was found, the matter might be brought 
into the Supplementary Budget. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If you see the Explanatory Memorandum you will 
find that there was no time. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Let us refuse this grant 
and let the Minister pay the amount. 

!9{!. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, before you put the ques- 
tion, may I make a submission f We are going to vote it, but we want 
to make it clear to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister that we do not 
approve of this sort of excess expenditure made without the sanction 
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of the House. We simply want to caution the Hon’ble Minister against 
that, but since all parties have made the recommendation in the Publio 
Accounts Committee Report we are not going to vote against it, but we 
want to administer that caution. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 9. 8UHRAWARDY : May 1 point out that the 
Public Accounts Committee would not make this recommendation if 
they were not satisfied that the expenditure was unavoidable ¥ 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. II. 8. Suhrawardy that an excess 
grant erf Its. 2,293 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the expendi- 
ture incurred in excess of the voted grant in the year 1938-39 under 
the major head “13 — Other Taxes and Duties” was t hen put and agreed 
to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that an excess 
grant of Rs. 1,34,198 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure incurred in excess of the voted grant in the year 1938-39 
under the major head “5f>— Superannuation Allowances and Pensions, 
etc.” w r as then put and agreed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Before this matter is closed, 1 would just like to 
know' on behalf of the House as to whether it is not a fact that this 
report of the Public Accounts Committee was placed before another 
House for discussion. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It was pltfeed before the 
other House for discussion alter it was placed here, but not before. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Was it placed there for discussion at all ? 

Hr. Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : Yes, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must say on behalf of the House that it was a 
highly irregular act on the part of the department to place a report 
which is entirely for this House and arising out of a committee of this 
House in the absence of some statutory sanction or sanction by the Rules 
and Orders. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL:. Apologise, apologise 1 
(Laughter.) 

Tht Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, we have "followed 
the same procedure this year as was followed without objection in 
previous years, but we have discovered that it is not proper, and I have 
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accepted that position, that it is improper that the report of a Public 
Accounts Committee of this House should be the subject matter of 
discussion in another House, and if they have to discuss it, it should 
be on report by a Joint Public Accounts Committee of both the Houses 
or a committee of their own House. A joint committee can only be of 
both the Houses. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a point on which I am not in a position to 
give an opinion. I believe the Hon’ble Finance Minister will remember 
that anything affecting the question of finance is the prerogative of this 
House and this House alone. The whole constitutional convention of 
Parliamentary institutions has been built up not merely in its direct 
issues but in its implications on the basis that it is the prerogative of 
this House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Am I to understand that 
so far as supplementary estimates, audit reports or appropriation reports 
are concerned, they cannot even be discussed in the other House? Is 
that your view ? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: At this stage 1 urn not prepared to give any 
opinion on thisjnatter, but I do feel that the question of finance is 
the prerogative of this House, and it is the duty of the Government to 
build up the convention on the basis that the question of finance is a 
matter which is only to he exercised by this House. Whether the 
Government fti India Act permits certain procedure with regard to 
matters relating to finance to be placed before the other House is a 
matter on which 1 am not entitled to say anything. There are certain 
financial matters which have to be placed there, for example the Budget, 
the audit report, etc. 1 have no quarrel with that. All I say is that 
beyond the statutory provisions there should not be anything. At least 
1 do hope that the House will support me in this that there should not 
be any infringement of the right or any departure winch might ulti- 
mately lead to taking away any power from this House. 

Mr. JOtiESH CHANDRA CUPTA: 1 suggest that the contempt 
of this House by the Finance Minister be purged by a decent dinner. 
{Laughter.) 


Report of the Public Accounts Committee. 

Ttw'HM’M. Mr. H. t. SUHRAWAROY t Sir, I beg to place before 
4he House the Appropriation Acoounte for 1939-40, the Finafcoe 
Accounts for 1939-40 and the Audit Report, 1940. 
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The Bengal Fivtcnoe (Salat Tax) BUI, ISSf, 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House will now resume further discussion 
of the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: On a point of information, Sir. 
Through you. Sir, I want to know from the Finance Minister whether 
it is a. fact that a great hartal is taking place in the city of ('alcutta 
as a protest against the proposed sales tax. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a subject-matter for discussion. 

Clause 2. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 1 >eg to move that 
in sub-clause (h ) of clause 2 after the words “or other valuable consi- 
deration” the words “including a transfer of property in goods involved 
in the execution of a contract” be inserted. 

Sir, the definition of “sale” should be comprehensive to include all 
sales in whatever circumstances they are made. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Sir, with regard to this amendment moved by 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister, 1 say that it is unnecessary because the 
definition of “sale” means any transfer of property in goods, whether 
it is involved in the execution of a contract or otherwise. Whatever 
it is, the mere definition that “sale” means any transfer of property 
in goods is quite sufficient, and 1 do not understand as to why this 
amendment is necessary. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that in sub-clause 
(/i) of clause 2 after the words “or other valuable consideration” the 
words “including a transfer of property in goods involved in the execu- 
tion of a contract” be inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move tfeat in clause 
2(f), in line 1, for the word “payable” the following words be sub- 
stituted, namely: — 

“Actually paid in one or more instalments to the dealer,” 

t 

I beg also to move that in clause 2 (t), in line 1, for the word 
“payable” the word ? paid” be substituted. 

Sir, in moving my amendments, I do not know how the Mon'bie 
Finance Minister will adjust the whole affair in its practical application. 

# Only a few minuses back my esteemed friend Mr. Abu Hossain Barker 
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was enquiring whether the Hon’ble Finance Minister is aware of the 
fact that there is a great hartal in the city of Calcutta as a protest 
against this tax 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not relevant. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, it is your own saying 
that a clever lawyer can make anything relevant ! 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Perhaps the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister is sleeping over the whole issue. However clever and. intelli- 
gent he may claim to be, I do not think that he will be able to adjust 
the whole affair when he will come to the question of its practical 
application. He may carry his motion and the whole Bill by virtue 
of the majority of votes he commands in this House, but I do not think 
that he will be able to adjust this Bill to the business world which is 
neither guided by the votes of this Assembly, nor by the demand and 
supply issues of Bengal only. It may be convenient for the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister to have a tax on the amounts payable to the dealer, 
but does he actually think over the situation whether the amount 
payable to the dealer will be actually paid or not? Does he mean that 
whether the dealer realises the full amount or not, whether the dealer 
may be in a position to recover the whole amount from his customer 
or not, he will have to pay the full tax for the benefit of the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister? In the business world, it frequently happens that 
though a dealer may expect Us. 1,000 from his customer, he ultimately 
realises only Its. f>00. There are cases of bad debts. It is a widely 
known custom with big firms that they always set apart a certain 
percentage as bad debts. Under the circumstances, does the Hon’ble 
Minister think that he will not take into consideration the bad debt or 
the liquidation of any company who may be liable for that amount? 
Is it suggested that the dealer will still have to pay the amount in 
full? That is the question which I ask the Hon’ble Minister to reply 
to. 

Then, Sir, the other question arises in this sense. The amount may 
be payable from a customer to the extent of Rs. 1,000, Suppose, for 
instance, that amount is paid in the course of three years and in the 
business world, that always happens. We have got to give articles on 
credit and that credit is fully recovered in the course of two or three 
years. Under such circumstances, does the Hon’ble Minister want 
that the dealer will have to pay the full tax in advance, even though 
be may realise the money in the course of three successive years P 
Theseaa^e the two issues which are involved in my* amendment. I have 
no intention to detain the House with any further explanation. The 
Hon’ble Minister claims to be a clever man, and I would like him to 
give a direct reply to these issues which arise out of this amendment. 
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rim Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, \ reply to the 

question of hartal, I understand that the hartal has beeb made under 
the initiative and manipulation of traders and merchant^and middle- 
men, and this shows that the view that they take is that this Bill is 
going to hurt them and that the tax will not be passed on to the 
consumer. However, that is their lookout. 

Sir, I cannot accept the amendments, because the idea presumably 
underlying the amendments is that the tax should be paid on the 
amount of motley realised. The sale price cannot be what is paid. 
The sale price is what is payable. For instance, you purchase a thing 
for Rs. 1,000; that is the amount which is payable, and even if you 
were to pay Rs. 500, the sale price cannot he Rs. 500. The sale price 
• must continue to he a thousand rupees. The object apparently of 
Mr. Atul Krishna (ihoae's amendment is that the tax should not he on 
Rs. 1,000, that is, the price payable, hut on the amouut actually paid. 
Now, that is not met by making the definition of “sule price” meaning- 
less; that can he mel in other ways. As a matter of fact, it has been 
met by the Select Committee by adding a proviso to clause 4(7) 
namely : — 

“Provided that the tax shall not he payable in respect of any sal® 
or contract prior to the receipt of the sale price thereof by 
the dealer firm.*’ 


But 1 believe that we have found a better way out of it, and I am 
suggesting in an amendment which is amendment No. 32, namely: — 

“ ‘Turnover means the aggregate of the amounts of sale prices 
and parts of sale prices received by any dealer during a given 
period.” 


If we accept this amendment, then the taxation will be on the 
amount actually paid. There is a further advantage in this definition 
of “turnover”. It meets the difficulty arising out of the hire-purchase 
system. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 2 (t), in line 1, 
for the word “payable,” the following words be substituted, namely: — 

“Actually paid in one or more instalments to the dealer,” 
was then* put and lost. 

# * 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 2 (i), in line I, 
for the word “payable” the word “paid” be substituted, was then put 
and lost. 
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Mf. Hi R. HORTON? Sir, I beg to more that in clause 2 (i) (a), 
after the word “practice,” in line 3, the words “and less any sum 
added to sdch valuable consideration representing the amount of the 
tax payable under this Act on the transfer” be inserted. 

Sir, I move this amendment, because I feel sure that the Hon'ble the 
Finance Minister does not wish the seller to pay a tax on the tax. 

The Hon 1 hie Mr. H. I. 8UHRAWARHY: Sir, I would suggest 
that Mr. Norton should withdraw his amendment because I have, I 
think, a better amendment which is amendment No. 113. I do realise 
the force of the amendment which he has moved, namely, that the tax 
should not be levied on the tax collected, but should be levied only on 
the price of the article. I hope the amendment which I have suggested 
in No. 113 of the list of amendments will meet his point, and he will 
withdraw the amendment which he has moved. 


Mr. I8WAR DA8 JALAN: Sir, in amendment No. 113 it has been 
provided that one per centum of the balance remaining after making 
the deductions allowed by paragraphs (a) to (e) thereof shall be 
deducted from the total turnover. I think the Hon’ble Minister is 
referring to that amendment. But the tax is He. 1 annas 9 per cent., 
and why should a reduction he made of only one per centum P 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I am not taking away 
one per centum after the addition. We have calculated at 1 ;56 per cent, 
and one per centum out of that is to be deleted, and the tax to be 
collected will be the balance. 


Mr. H. R. NORTON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in view of the assurance 
given by the Hou’ble Minister, I beg leave to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Mr. H. H. Norton that in clause 2 (t) (a ) , after the 
word “practice,” in line 3, the words “and less any sum added to such 
valuable consideration representing the amount of tax payable under 
this Act on the transfer,” be inserted, was, by leave of the House, 
withdrawn. 

Mr. I8WAR DA8 JALAN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
2(t) (a), in line 3, after the word “practice” the words “and die 
amount of tax payable under this Act in respect thereof” be inserted. 

Sir,*! am not satisfied why should it be one per cent. 

Mr. 8PBAKERS He has made only an adjustment at 1*56 per oeat. 
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The Hon’bU Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, there is one further 
objection to this amendment of Mr. Jalan which was not present in the 
amendment *of Mr. Norton. This would result in the dealer getting 
some undesirable rebates for he will get a rebate on all his credit sales, 
even though he has not paid the tax on those sales. V 

The motion of Mr. Iswar Das Jalan that in clause 2 (i) (<i), in line 3, 
after the word ‘ ‘practice’ * the words “and the amount of tax payable 
under this Act in respect thereof” be inserted, was then put and lost. 

Mr..H. R. NORTON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 2(i) («), after the word “delivery” in line 7, the words “or the 
cost of installation” be inserted. 

Sir, this amendment provides that the sale price should not include 
the cost of installation where such cost is separately charged. For 
instance, with radios and refrigerators, which do not come within the 
class of contracts, (here would be installation charges which, I am sure, 
it is not the intention to tax. I hope, therefore, the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister will accept my amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY : Yes, Sir, 1 agree that 
the cost of installation cannot be included. This w*as an oversight. 

I accept the amendment. 

The motion of Mr. H. R. Norton that in clause 2 (i) (a), after the 
word “delivery,” in line 7, the words “or the cost of installation” be 
inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that 
for sub-clause (j) of clause 2, the following be substituted, namely; — 

“(;) ‘turnover’ means the aggregate of the amounts of sale price# 
and parts of sale prices received by any dealer during a given 
period, and”. 

Sir, I have explained the reason for this amendment. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that for sub-clause 
0) of clause 2 the following be substituted, namely; — 

“(;) ‘turnover’ means the aggregate of the amounts of sale prices 
and parts of sale prices received by any dealer during a given 
period, and”, 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 2 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 
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Clause 3 . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment No. 34 does not arise as the “Deputy 
Accountant-General’ * is a t Government of India officer over whom this 
Government have no control. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 3(7), line 4, after the word “fit,” the words “provided that such 
appointment shall be made from Munsifs in actual service” be inserted. 

As a matter of fact, Sir, I had no desire to move my amendment 
because of amendment No. 34 which is better than mine. But since 
there is some difficulty with regard to the latter amendment, I formally 
move my amendment. The reason is that among other arguments the 
executive officers who are likely to be appointed are so overworked that 
they may be relieved of this multifarious work which, I think, should 
be done by the munsifs who have not much work to do. Let us give 
them some work. Besides, Sir, even to-day there is some confidence 
which these officers inspire. The point of my amendment is to put this 
work in the hands of other agencies than the executive. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, it is essentially 
executive business, and with great respect for the munsifs who are very 
hardworked officers and for whom we have the greatest respect, I do not 
quite think that they will be a very suitable agency for this work. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that in clause 3(7), line 
4, after the word “fit,” the words “provided that such appointment 
shall be made from munsifs in actual service” be inserted, was then 
put and lost. 

The question that clause 3 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 4. 

Tht Hon’bt* Mr. M. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I beg to move that 
at the beginning of sub-clause (7) of clause 4 the words and figures 
“subject to the provisions of sections 5 and 6” be inserted. 

Sir, this is an oversight. Section 4 is contrary to sections 5 and 6, 
unless we add these words. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, may I point out ona 
thing & ^Originally in the printed agenda after the figures “5 and 6“ 
all that was there. Why has it been cancelled? 


Rti HARINDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is necessary. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Ami’' may be there or it may not be there. It 
means the same thin#. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The Hon’ We Minister 
originally tabled the right amendment, but ultimately came out of it. 

The motion of the Hou’ble Mr. II . S. Suhrawardy that at the begin- 
ning of sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 4 the words and figures “subject to the 
provisions of sections 5 and 0” be inserted, was then put and agreed 
to 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes . ) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I l>eg to move that in sub- 
clause (/) of clause 4, lines 5-(>, for the words beginning with 
“preceding” and ending with “exceeded” the words “following the 
commencement of this Act exceeds” be substituted. 

Sir, if my amendment is accepted, sub-clause (/) of clause 4 will 
read as follows : — 

“With effect from such date as the Provincial Government may, by 
notification in the Official Gazette appoint, being not earlier 
than thirty days aft«*r the date of the said notification, every 
dealer whose gross turnover during the year immediately 
following the commencement of this Act exceeds the taxable 
quantum shall be liable to pu\ tax under this Act on all 
contracts entered into, and sales effected after the date so 
notified.” 


Sir, if my amendment is not accepted, what will be the implication 
of this sub-clause? The implication will be that a dealer whose gross 
turnover during the year 1940-41 during which this Act will not come 
into force has exceeded the taxable quantum will be liable to pay tax 
from 1940-41. Then, if we read sub-clause (3) together w’ith sub- 
clause (/). we find that even if his gross turnover does not exceed the 
taxable quantum, he will be made liable to pay the tax for three con- 
secutive years. That means that a dealer who continues his business 
on 1st April, 1941, will be liable to pay the tax if his gross turnover 
during the previous year exceeded the taxable quantum. Not only will 
he be liable to pay the tax for 1941-42, but also for two more con- 
secutive years under sub-section (.3), even if bis gross turnover does not 
exceed the taxable quantum during those years. He will not^git the 
opportunity of passing on the tax to the consumer. The principle 
underlying this Bill is, as has been stated by the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister in his printed statement as well as in his speeches in the 
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Assembly — even to-day he has said so — that the tax will be eventually 
passed on to the consumer. But the dealer to whom I have just referred 
will not be able to pass on the tax to the consumer. I submit that if 
this sub-clause (/) be passed without my amendment, it will cause great 
hardship to many dealers whose gross turnover during the current year 
will exceed the taxable quantum. So, I hope that the members of this 
House will appreciate the hardship that will be caused to the dealers 
to whom this tax will certainly be a death blow in many cases and will 
support my amendment. I commend my amendment to the acceptance 
of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, mv friend 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas has misunderstood the purport of this 
section. If the effect of this section was that a person whose turnover 
was above the taxable quantum in 1940-41 would have to pay the tax 
for the sales effected in 1940-41, then I would certainly have taken 
steps to amend the section. This turnover of 1940-41 is merely a 
criterion of registerhility. The tax will be paid on the turnover of 
1941-42 after the Act is brought into force, and if my friend would 
look at amendment No. 40 which 1 am going to move, he will see that 
I have made it quite clear that no tax shull be levied on sales in the 
execution of a contract entered into on or before the date notified. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: That is also in the proviso. 
What I mean to submit is 

Mr. SPEAKER: Nobody is to pay any tux except for the year in 
which the tax is levied. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: On what will he pay the tax? 
Take the case of a person whose gross turnover will not exceed the 
taxable quantum during the year 1941-42. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: He will merely register 
himself. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: May I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister through you what is the meaning of the liability to pay tax? 
Will he not be asked to pay the tax during the year 1941-42 even if 
his gross turnover does not exceed the taxable quantum? Is the 
meaning so clear? 

TM v Hei»’bto Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDYs I do not say that a 
person would not be liable to tax if in 1941-42 his taxable quantum 
is leas than in 1940-41. If he has arrived at the taxable quantum in 
1940-41, he will be liable to tax for three years according to another M 
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section, that is to say, he will be a registered dealer. He ha* not got 
to pay his tax from his own pocket. He will be a registered dealer 
with all the advantages of a registered dealer. After all, when a 
person is registered as a registered dealer, it is not a disadvantage to 
him, and that l shall prove when that portion of the Act comes to be 
discussed. ' 

Sir, there is a further difficulty. If the amendment of Mr. Biswas 
is accepted, it would have the effect of postponing the effectiveness of 
this tax for a year, because the first year will have to pass before we 
could decide who should he registered. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: But the income is there. 
Sir, I ask the Hnn’ble Minister another question through you. Does 
he mean to say that if a dealer’s gross turnover exceeds the taxable 
quantum in 1940-41, he will he liable to pay tax for the year 1941-42 
over his gross turnover even if that gloss turnover does not exceed 
the taxable quantum. Is that his case? Will he be liable to pin 
tax in the following year, that is, in 1941-42, even if his gross turnover 
exceeds 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Ye*, Sir That is 
under another section of the Act. If he wants to amend that 
section 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: That is why my amendment 
is necessary. „ J* 

Mr. SPEAKER: May 1 remind you that legislation and implica- 
tion of a draft is not such a matter in which there can be cross- 
discussion. 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Let me explain. Sir, 
that is under another section of the Act, namely, the liability to pav 
for three consecutive years once a person becomes registered. As I 
was going to explaiu, a tax will be paid only on such items which he 
passes on to an unregistered dealer or to a consumer. The liability 
to pay tax does not arise in respect of those articles which he passes 
on to a registered dealer and, therefore. I do not think there is any 
hardship. On the other hand, the idea which underlies the other 
amendment would only make the Act wholly unworkable, because it 
would mean that registered dealers can just come in and go out — they 
become aegistered dealers to-day and unregistered dealers to-morrow. 
That is a different matter altogether. I do not think the amanthnent 
is in its proper place if that is the object of my honourable friend. 


Mr. 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8: One point, Sir. 
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Mr. SPEAKER; No, I am sorry. 

SI'he motion of Mr, Surendfra Nath Biswas that in sub-clause (/) of 
clause 4, lines 5-G, for the words beginning with "preceding” and 
ending with "exceeded” the words "following the commencement of 
this Act exceeds” be substituted was then put and lost. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I beg to move that 
in sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 4, in line 7, the words "contracts entered 
into, and” be omitted. 

The Act should not appear to be levying a tax on contracts. The 
tax is on sales involving the execution of contracts and this is now 
provided for by the amended definition of "sale”. 

Then, Sir, I beg also to move that for the proviso to sub-clause (/) of 
clause 4 the following be substituted, namely — 

"Provided that no tax shall be payable on sales involved in the 
execution of a contract which was entered into on or before 
the date so notified.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are not moving amendment No. 45. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; No, Sir. 

Sir, the insertion of this new proviso to sub-clause (/) of clause 4 
is consequential on the motion proposed in amendment No. 42. 

Mr, I8WAR DAS^ALAN: Sir. the Hon’ble Minister has decided 
to exclude contracts which were entered into before the Act came into 
operation, and if these words "contracts entered into, and” are deleted, 
if there be a contract entered into before the date of the commencement 
of the Act but if the delivery is given after the commencement of 
the Act. then it 4 would be liable. Now contracts are , of two kinds. 
One kind of contract is that in which the transfer of property takes 
place. The other kind of contract is that in which the transfer of 
property does not take place. Now with regard to contracts in which 
the transfer of property takes place, tlie Ilon’ble Minister has made 
that proviso, but there are contracts which have been entered into on 
the basis of the existing law when there 1ms been no sales tax and 
parties have entered into contracts to sell goods at fVrtain rates.*X In 
the meantime, the Act comes into operation, and the goods are to 4 * be 
delivered after the Aet has come into operation. Therefore, what I 
would suggest is that the words "contracts entered into, and” should 
remain, because it will expressly exclude the contracts entered*, into 
before the Act came into operation whether there is transfer of property 
in goods or not. There may not be a transfer of property. Simply 
because the delivery is made after the Act has come into operation, 
I must pay the tax— that should not be. 
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Mr. SURE NORA NATH BISWAS: Sir, 1 oppose die amendment, 
because it is redundant. If you go through the lun gunge of sub- 
clause (/) of clause 4, you will find, Sir, in the words underlined that 
tjie tax will be payable on all contracts entered irfto, and sales effected, 
after the date so notified. Then what is the necessity of this amend- 
ment ? The matter which is sought to be excluded by this amendment 
is already’ there. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, what Mr Lilan 
% has said appears to be plausible. But actually the taxation is on sales 
and not on contracts. Consequently, I have deleted the words 
“contracts entered into, and” so that it may be on sules only. If the 
sale is before that period, that is. before the Art comes into operation, 
there will be no taxation on that sale. If t lie sale is after the Act 
has come into operation, then there will be taxation on that sale even 
though the contract may have been entered into before that period. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We understand from what 
the Ilon’ble Minister has said - that from contracts he is gradually 
coming to sales. 

The motion of the Hon’ hie Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that in sub- 
clause (!) of clause 4, in line 7, the words “contracts entered into, 
and” be omitted, w f as then put und agreed to. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy that for the 
proviso to sub-clause (/) of clause *1 the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“Provided that no tax shall he payable on sales involved in the 
execution of a contract which was entered into on or before 
the date so notified.”. 

was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that sub- 
clause (3) of clause 4 be omitted. 

I do not know what is in the mind of Mr. Suhrawardy, but we have 
tried to apply our own mind in the matter, and it seems to me that 
opce the party becomes taxable within the meaning of this Act by 
virtue of having arrived at the taxable turnover, he will continue to 
be liable to pay tax even if he has not that taxable turnover for three 
successive years. Even if there is no sale or purchase in the succeeding^ 
years, he will have to go on paying the tax and will be assessed on 
the basis of a previous turnover. # 


Tht Hoct*bk Mr. H. t. SUHRAWARDY l No, no. 
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Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 9ANYAL: I am assured by tbe inter- 
jection of “No, no” from tlje Hon’ble Minister. But, after all, the 
section as worded is a preposterous proposition. It is a course which 
has been handed down from the days of Adam from generation to 
generation. This is the plain reading of the section. Of course^ I 
have just a small hope that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has 
something else in bis mind, and, in that case, the drafting iB, to say 
the least, very, very unhappy. And whatever may be the intention 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I find in the Bill is that there are tw<v 
words— one is ‘‘gross turnover’ ’ and the other is “taxable turnover.” 
The gross turnover is for the purpose of registration and the taxable 
turnover is for the purpose of taxation. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What about the expression 
“liable to pay tax”? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You see the language is “during each of which 
his gross turnover has failed to exceed the taxable quantum.” 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That gross turnover may 
include taxable turnover. 

Mr. SPEAKER: E ven if it includes, it may be less than the tax- 
able turnover. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, the section must be 
read as a whole. The earlier expression is, “Every dealer who has 
become liable to pay tax under this Act shall continue to be so liable.” 
What does it mean? It means as in the first line, namely, liable to 
pay tax. * 

Mr. SPEAKER: But the law can never impose a liability to pay 
unless there is a specific provision. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: If sub-clause (/) determines 
tbe liability, sub-clause ( 3 ) extends the liability and declares au 
additional liability. It is inconsistent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir^are we not to be permitted 
to move, our amendments? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not necessary. It is no use taxing the 
patience of tbe House when it is not necessary. 
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Mr* SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I want to make one point 
dear. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I have already said that it is not 
necessary to move your amendment. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS* On a point of privilege, Sir. 
May I know whether a member of the House is entitled to move his 
amendment when that amendment has been admitted by Mr. Speaker? 

Mr. SPEAKER. But you should know at the same time, Mr. Biswas, 
that it is the privilege of the Sj>eaker to deride what amendment is to 
be taken. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Then, is it your ruling, Sir, that 
even if an amendment is in order, the member concerned may not be 
permitted by the Ilon’ble Speaker to move his amendment? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must refer you, Mr. Biswas, to the relevant sec- 
tion of the Assembly Procedure Buies under which, when an amend- 
ment of an identical nature lias already been moved a further amend- 
ment on the same issue cannot be moved. On that ground, Mr. Biswas, 
you are not entitled to move your amendment. After the last speaker 
concluded his speech, I had allowed enough time, but I did not find 
anybody to rise in his seat, and 1 had therefore called upon 
Mr. Suhrawardy to speak. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Sir, simply because an amendment 
of an identical nature has been moved, are you going to debar 
Mr. Biswas from even speaking on that amendment also? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Ghose, you are importing something which 
I have never meant. If Mr. Biswas had followed the usual proceduro, 
he would have been entitled .to sj»eak. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: We bow to your ruling, Sir, 
but it would not matter much if Mr. Biswas is allowed a few minutes 
to speak on the amendment. I hope you will agree with me, Sir, that 
the drafting of this clause is not free from controversy. So before we 
hear Mr. Suhrawardy, it would be better to have some more viewpoints 
of Mr. Biswas so that his reply may meet all the controversies that are, 
likely to be dragged into courts of law. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All I say is that Mr. Biswas should have risen in 
his seat immediately after the last speaker. 
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Mr. IAIANKA 8EKHAR SAMYAL: He is an old man, he cannot 
spring up like a young man. # 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have never seen an old man raising a new point* 
(Laughter.) All right, Mr. Biswas. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH B18WA8: Sir, what I want to point out 
is this. As has already been said by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, 
a dealer will have to pay tax in a certain year even if his gross turn- 
over does not exceed the taxable quantum. That is the position he has 
taken. It is not his case that he will not be assessed any tax if his 
gross turnover does not exceed the taxable quantum. He says, he will 
be liable to pay the tax even if the gross turnover does not come up to 
the amount. I am sure the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is by this 
time aware that the dealers have made a representation to him to the 
effect that there will he many cases in which the dealers will not be able 
to pass the tax on to the consumers; they will have to i>ay the tax out 
of their own pocket. Then again, if you look to sub-clause (7) of 
clause 5, you will find that the tax payable shall be at the rate of one- 
quarter of an anna in the rujiee on his taxable turnover. Now, what 
is the taxable turnover? The taxable turnover means, as you will find 
in sub-clause (.7) of clause 5, “that part of a dealer’s gross turnover 
during any period which remains after deducting his turnover during 
that period on the sale of goods, etc.’’ Under sub-clause (.3) of clause 
6 the taxable turnover may not exceed the taxable quantum. Suppos- 
ing, Sir, that the taxuble quantum is fixed at Rs. 10,000 and the gross 
turnover is Its. 50, IKK), then the taxable turnover as defined in sub- 
clause («‘i) 6f clause 5 may be Rs. 2,000. On that Rs. 2,0tK) be will be 
liable to pay tax under suWluuse (/) of clause 5. And this tax will 
be made payable for three consecutive years under sub-clause (J) of 
clause 4. I draw your attention, Sir, to the implications of these clauses 
4 and sub-clauses. Is it the case of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
that a debler will have to pay tax on his turnover which does not ex- 
wed the taxable quantum? I want to make his case clear. 

The HOfl’Me Mr. H. 8» 8UHRAWARDY: I am afraid, Sir, that 
both the honourable members have misunderstood the purport of this 
section and of the meaning of the words “taxable turnover” and 
“taxable quantum.” Taxable quantum is not the amount on whicb the 
tax is levied. Taxable quantum is not synonymous with “tatable turn- 
over.” Taxable quautum is really the gross turnover, namely, the 

r over which a person should possess in order that h£ may come under 
category of a registered dealer. Therefore, the question that this 
taxable turnover may be below, say, Rs. 50,000 or Rs. 10,000 is quite 
in consonance with taxable quantum, namely, the gross turnover being 
above that figure. 
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Now, Sir, with regard to the point of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sany&l, 
I do not think that any difficulty arises from this fact as such a dealer 
once registered, namely, whose gross turnover or taxable quantum 
exceeds a certain figure, w hich in this Bill is R«. 50,000 and Us. 10,000, 
should continue to be liable to collect the tax and to pay to Government 
for the next three years. The reason why we have put that clause is 
this. A person may have a taxable turnover of Its. 50, (KM) for which 
reason he becomes a registered dealer. Next year he might have a 
taxable turnover of Its. 49,000, and we cannot find out the amount of 
his taxable turnover until the nexl year is over. How do you say that 
we can take him out of the register of dealers ? If he is taken out of 
the list the year after, what does he gain? lie gains nothing, because 
. as a noil-registered dealer he will have to pay the tax to his registered 
dealer in the first instance, whereas a registered dealer he has this 
advantage that for all the goods that he purchases from another register- 
ed dealer, he does not have to pay any tax at ull in the first instance. 
If he became an unregistered dealer, he would have to pay the tax in the 
beginning as soon as he purchased an article. This, I am pointing out 
to you, Sir. places a registered dealer in a much more advantageous 
position than an unregistered dealer. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: In this sub-clause be is liable 
to pay tax irrespective of the liability of registration which cornea 
afterwards. 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Another difficulty is this. 
The whole trade and busmens will l>e dislocated, because dealers will 
not know' when a person is on the registered list or when be is not. 
When they are dealing with a person who is registered, they ought to 
have some assurance that at least for three years he will continue to be 
dealt with as a registered dealer without having to collect taxation from 
him. 

Now the tax that will be collected will not be the tax that he will 
have to pay in the first year. The tax that will be collected will be the 
tax on the amount of gross turnover next year. For instance, to give 
an extreme case, supposing, Sir, the gross turnover of a person is 
Rs. 60,000 one year and the taxable amount is lls. 20,000, he will be 
taxed on Ra. 20,000. Next year his gross turnover becomes Us. 40, 000 
and the taxable amount becomes Us. 2,000; he will be taxed only on 
Ha. 2,000 and not on the amount, namely, Us. 20,000 on which he paid 
tax in the previous year. I do not see any hardship whatsoever in ibis 
section which has not been, I am afraid, very carefully considered by y 
the honourable members. 

# • 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: 1 submit, Sir, that that is not 
the intention of aub-clouse (3). Clause 4 deals with, the incidence of 
taxation. Sub-clause (1) increases the liability 
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Mir. SPEAKER. Please do not argue on the principle of the marginal 
notes. They may be entirely* wrong. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I am not arguing on ^he 
marginal notes, but on the substantive portion. I understand the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy to mean the necessity of this section on the 
question of registration. That is quite true. Otherwise, if additional 
liability is not sought to be determined, the omission of sub-clause ( 3 ) 
will have no meaning at all and will not affect the incidence of taxation 
which is determined and declared by sub-section (I), but sub- 9 ection (3) 
declared additional liability which is not in the substantive portion. 
But if it is the intention of this Bill, this enactment, to introduce 
certain safeguards or protective measures or facilities in the matter of 
registration, the proper place to introduce the substance of this sub- 
clause would be clause 7 which deals with registration. After all, 
clause 7 deals with registration. So, if it is meant by this sub-clause 
to continue the liability for registration, then the proper context will 
be clause 7. Otherwise, Sir, endless confusions will follow and the 
matter will be dragged every day to the courts of law which ought to 
be avoided. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not want to intervene at this stage. I have 
to put the motion l>efore the House, but in view of the confusing ideas 
I think I ought to clarify the position. The Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister will please correct me if I am wrong. The position is this: 
whatever may be the position of this section, this law imposes a liability 
to register. Now, for the purposes of liability to register, the quantity 
of the total gross turnover is the quantity of the turnover which not 
only includes goods which are taxable, but goods which are not taxable 
also: For example, a man deals with goods of every commodity. His 
total assets amount to Its. 60 lakhs. In that case be is liable to pay 
the tax himself. Now sub-clause (3) says that he must remain liable 
to pay tax lor the next three years without any further liability to 
register and without any further necessity to determine whether his 
total gtoss turnover comes within the purview of this section at all. 
Then comes a further liability as to bow much is to be paid by the man. 
On that the Hon’ble Minister says that it is the total taxable turnover. 
In other words, after cutting out the list of exemptions and after cut- 
ting out everything he is liable to pay. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, the wotf "taxable” is not 
there. 

m * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it is there. Please read the next section. 
This section does not mean anything more than that for the purposes of 
section 7 he is liable to register himself and the tax actually payable is. 
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dependent on the taxable turnover, and not on the gro^b turnover. Is 
not that correct, Mr. Suhrawardy? 

, ^ Tho Hon’ble Mr* H* & SUHRAWARDY s Yes, Sir, that is correct* 

i 

Mr* SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL' Then some words are neoee- 

sarv within the meaning of section 7. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr* H* S* SUHRAWARDY: If you read section 7 (I) 
you will find the position clearly stated there. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that sub-clause ( 3 ) of 
clause 4 be omitted was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 

AYEI — 31. 

All Majaatfar, Maalvl. 

K«««r, Mr. Atat Okaaira. 

K«aia, Mr. Nlikltka Natk. 

MkJI, Mr. Xiaalta Kaaiar. 

Mai, Mr. Ia»ar Ckaaln. 

MaaiaJ, Mr. Aiarlta itf. 

Maaial, Mr. Krfakaa Praaai. 

Maykal Matala, Mr. 

Mallkk, l rl|al Aikataak. 

Naakar, Mr. Ha« ikaatra. 

RaaUxaiila Akwf Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Kfraa taakar. 

Ray, Mr. Klakari Patl. 

Ray, Mr. Maamalka Natk. 
taayal, Mr. laaaaka fakkar. 
laa-Bayti, Mra. Raflla. 

IkakaRaU, Mr. 
lkaa»k|NMIa Afcaiai, Mr. M. 

Ilaka, Irtjat MaaIHra Bkaaaa. 

NOCM1 

AMal Aiix, Maalaaa Mi. 

Akial Mats, Mr. Mtraa. 

AMal Mail ,Mr. Mia. 

AMal Maklaa, Maalvl. 

AMal N akiai Vlkrampari, Maalvl Mi. 

AMal MaJM, Mr. Syai. 

AMal Mattfak MaRk, Or. 

A Mar ialNaa, Rkaa Bakaiar A. P. M. 

AMar Rakaiaa iMiMi, Mr. 

AMar Ratkaai, Maalvl Mi. 

AMar Raaf, Rita takik Maatvf I. 

AMar Raaf, Rita Bakaiar Ikak. 

AMar Raasak, Maalvl. 

AMaa Ifcakaai, Maalvl Mi. 

AMiar Rata Okaai ka ry, Rkaa Bakaiar Maalvl. 

AMI Naafclai, Maalvl. 

AMI Matala AkaMi, Mr. 

AMI Qaaaam, MaatvL / 

Aka aia i AH la ay itya rt , Rkaa Bakaiar Maataaa # 

AkaMi AB MrMfca, MaatvL 
AkaMi Matala, Mr. 

AMnaMla AkaMi, Rkaa B akai ar Ma ali l . 

AaMaaBak, Rkaa Baku Maatvi 
AMr AB Mia, Maalvl Mi. 


AalM Maataja Rkaa, Rkaa BakMar MaatvL 
Aikar All, Maahri. 

Bairviiaja, Mr. lyvi. 

Baaa. Mr. iatlaira Natk. 

Blrkaiyrv, Hr Maary, Bart 
BkarM, Mr. Batik Lai. 

OMyyaaiata, Mr. 4. W. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Baa, Bal takik Klrtt Bkaaaa. 

Baaa, BaM Bakaaira Natk. 

I Mar, Mr. tfyaaaraaatk. 

ParkM Baaa Bkaarikary, Mr. M. 

Paatal Mm. tka Mai’Ma Mr. A. K. 

Paata I QaaMr, Rkaa Bakaiar Maalvl. 

Paatar Rakataa, Mr. (Baata). 

Paalar Rafcaua, Mr. <Mya»aMafk|. 

•tMMaf , Mr. B. 

Mm tarwar Naaatai, Mr. Ikak lyai. 

BtrMtia, Mr. B. 

Mak IM Ra fc , tka MaaHa *a»ak Bakaja^,K n *«. 

•MU. • ¥ 


Aka Naaaala tartar, Maalvl. 

Akal Pail, Mr. Mi. 

Baaarji, Mr. p. 

Baatrjat, Mr. Praaiatfca Natk. 
Bariaaa, Bafca tkyaaia Priul. 
•iaaraa, Mr. saraaira Natk. 
Bhakrakarty, Mr. iatlaira Natk. 
Bfcaaikari, Ral Naraaira Natk. 
Baa Bayta, Baka Kkafaaira Natk. 
Baa Bayta, Srtjat Naraaira Natk. 
Dalai, Mr. Naraaira Natk. 

Batta HaxaaNlar, Mr. Nlkaraaia. 
E art at a I Ma'aa, Kill. 

Bkaaa, Mr. Atal Krlakaa. 
Blaaaiila Akatai. Mr. 

Bayta, Mr.i. N. 

Naaaa All Okawikary, Mr. lyai. 
Jalalaiiia Haafcaaiy, Mr. lyai. 
ialaa, Mr. I. B. 


NaBiav, Mr. B.t. 
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Naabaai AH Kbaa, Kfaa ftabaHr MmIvI. 
Mta*y, Mr. oavn. * 

N«|f»N4, Mr. Mf»« 

MMi Ah««4, HUM MM«r MtMvi. 
KaMnMta KbU, Kbaa BMM«r Maalvi. 
Kauai All Mint, laMtaafa KnrW Ilk Syai. 


K mU jf, Mr. I. A. 
MUrf r. Mr. •. i. 


HiMiMi aIimH, Dr. 
Mtttaffia AbauS, Maalvi. 


NaafM, Mr. Jafat Okirtri. 

MiHriMli AfckftM, Maalvi. 

Maul All Kbaa ratal, AI-HaiJ Maalvi. 

Marita, Mr. B n 0.1. 1 . 

Matltai All Mattah, Maalvi M. 

MUiaaK Altai, Khaa BabaUr Maalvi lyaf. 
Mabaaiaiatf liba* at, MmIvI. 

Mabaaiiaaf IIMH«( f Khaa Babafar Dr. lyaf. 
Mahaaiaiat talalaiaa, Khaa tahlh Maalvi. 
Mallltk, tha Haa’Ma Mr. Makaafa Babary. 
Maabarrafi Maaaaja, tba Haa’Ma Na«ab, Khaa 


Maalaiawaal Hafta, Mr I yak. 

Maafy, tba Haa'Ma Maharaja Irtaahaalra, at 
Oaaaiiabaiar. 


Haaarmbab, Bawabtafa. 

Bartaa, Mr. M. B. 

Baikal, tba Haa’Ma Mr. Hwai Dab. 
Bay, Mr. Dhaaaa|ay. 

Hay, Mr. ratiraa^ 
f aaaraBMa Abaai, Mr. 
tababa Altai. Mr. lyaf. 
filial, Mr. f. A. 


•ara)al IHaai, Hr. 

•bahabatfMa, Mr. Kbwaja, 111. 
•iadatf, M 1 . 4 . P. 
tlriar, Baba Utta Maafa. 
taittb, Mr. H. Brabaat 
Spatter, Mr. 4. H. 

•tavaa; Mr. J. W. R. 

•abrawarfy, tba Haa'Ma Mr. H. t. 
TaailzaMia Kbaa, tba Haa’Ma Mr. 
Tafal Abauf Okaafbary, Maalvi Hall. 
Waikar, Mr. 4 . R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Warfawartk, Mr. W. 0. 

Yaaaat Mina. 

Yvavf All Okaafbary, Mr. 

Zabar Abaiaf Obaafhary, Maalvi. 


The Ayes being 38 and the Noes 98, the motion was lost. 


Mr. MO. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I be* to move that in clause 4 ( 3 ), 
line 3, for the words “three consecutive years, during each of ’ the 
words “one year during” be substituted. 

My intention in moving this amendment is to limit the liability 
to pay the tax to one year only. Three years is too long a term to 
make the dealers liable, an (hone year is sufficient. It is sheer injustice 
to make the dealer liable for three long years. So, I suggest that 
instead of three years, the period may he only one year. 


Thi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I oppose this 
amendment. If one year is accepted, it is equivalent to the deletion 
of the sub-clause suggested by the previous amendment which has been 
rejected . 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fasl that in clause 4 ( 3 ), line 3, for 
the words “three consecutive years, during each of,” the words 
“twelve months during” be substituted, was then put and lost. 

Mr. I8WAR DA8 JALAN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 4(3), 
line 3, for the word “three” the word “two” be substituted. 

In support of this amendment, I have simply to say this that if 
w once a dealer becomes a registered dealer, his liability is extended to 
three y^ars, and then all the obligations regarding accounts and other 
things which a registered dealer has will continue for three long years. 
It might be that in one year this turnover is Rs. 50,000, but in the 
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next year it may be Rs. 10,000. My motion i* simply a compromise 
between sero and three. I say, let this liability continue for two years, 
because I think that would be sufficient for the purpose of exemption. 

' Th* Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I have explained 

why the trade must have some continuity with regard to sales. I 
oppose the amen cl men t. 

The motion of Mr. Iswar Das Jalan that iu clause 4(.Jt. line 9; for 
the word “three ’ the word “two” he substituted, was then put and 
lost. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that for 
sub-clause (*'7) of clause 4 the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(J) In this Act the expression ‘taxable quantum’ means — 

(fi) in relation to any dealer who imports for sale any goods into 
Bengal, 10,000 rupees; and 

(h) iu relation to any other dealer, 50,000 rupees. “ 

Sir, the object of my amendment is to give relief to the indigenous 
manufacturers as well as traders. As we all know, trade and industry 
in Bengal has not developed, and the time is such that the middle 
class people are taking to trade and industry. There are persons of all 
communities in trade and industry, and they should be encouraged to 
continue to develop trade aud industry. Therefore, I suggest that 
those manufacturers and traders whose gross turnover will not exceed 
Rs. 50,000 should not he made liable to*pay this tax. If my amend- 
ment is accepted, the small manufacturers of Bengal might be able to 
stand competition in the market with outside manufacturers. I hope 
the benefits which my amendment proposes to give to small manu- 
facturers and traders will appeal to all sections of the House, ami I 
therefore commend it to their acceptance. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
in paragraph (a) of clause 4(d), lines 2 and 3, the words “or himself 
manufactures any goods for sale” be omitted. 

I beg also to move that after paragraph (a) of clause 4(d), the 
following new paragraph be inserted, namely: — 

“{(u) in relation to any dealer who himself manufactures any 
goods for sale, 20,000 rupees,* * 

Sir, I shall be happy if Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas’s jpoham be 
carried, but if it is not carried, then, Sir, my alternative proposal 
would be that a manufacturer who himself manufactures goods for 
•ale should not be put in the same position as the importer. It is 
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preposterous to put an indigenous manufacturer on a parity with him, 
and it is for that reason that^I am excluding the manufacturer from 
paragraph (a) and making him the subject of a new paragraph. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You nre making two categories of manufacturers. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir. 

Maulvi ABU H OSSA IN 8ARKAR: Sir, I beg to move that in 
paragraph (a) of clause 4(£), line 3, Tor the figures “10,000” the figures 
“50,000” be substituted. 

I beg also to move that paragraph (b) of clause 4(*‘J) be omitted. 

I beg further to move that iij clause 4(>)(c) for the figures “50,000” 
the figures “1,00,000” be substituted. 

Sir, the reason why 1 move these amendments is that in the original 
Bill sub-clause 4 (£)(//) gives the taxable quantum as Rs. 10,000 for 
importers as well as for manufacturers of goods, hut 1 think this sum 
of Its. 10,000 to be too small because the manufacturers who will place 
their goods in the market will have to spend huge sums of money and 
if only Its. 10,000 is fixed, it will be impossible for them to pay the 
tax. Sir, the manufacturers of Bengal have come to this field only 
recently and by this tax they will be driven out of the field. And in 
this connection I have in my mind especially the case of Bengali manu- 
facturers of cloth and sugar who have only very recently started their 
firms. 

Then again, in sub-clause (h) Government are taking a long hand, 
and they say as much sums as may be prescribed. I think a long rope 
cannot be given to Government, because they may entangle anybody 
and everybody they like into it. 

So far as my third amendment is concerned, I propose to substitute 
Rs. 1,00,()0() for Rs. 50,000 because the profit has gone down nowadays, 
and in most cases the dealers will have to pay from their own capital. 
With these words, Sir, I commend my amendments to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mf. SPEAKER. So far as amendment No. 72 is concerned, the 
consent of the Governor has not been received. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
line 2, after the word “prescribed” at the end, the following 
be inserted, namely: — 


“the minimum being Rs. 20,000” 
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Sir, my argument with regard to this amendment is that as soon 
as these parties will be registered, they will have to do accounting and 
many other things with a consequent increase in establishment charges. 
Therefore, dealers with Rs. 10,000 as the taxable quantum will ho- 
ver)* hard hit, and to give them relief I suggest to the llon'ble the 
Finance Minister to be good enough to increase it to Rs. 20.000. 


Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I heft to luovo that 
in clause 4(*l)(c) for the figures * '*">0,0<)0 * * the figures “*«?*>, 000" he 
substituted. 

Sir, the 50,000 limit makes it easier undoubtedly for Government 
to collect the tax, but the lower limit of 25,000 would equally certainly 
bring more money into the treasury. In view of the need for more 
revenue, I feel therefore that Government should 


Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 
Has the sanction of the Governor to this amendment been obtained? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, it has been obtained. 


8ir HENRY BIRKMYRE: 1 feel that Government should adopt 
the lower limit and thereby secure all the money they can collect. 
The lower limit in no way affects cottage industries or the cultivator 
scdling bis own produce in hats or markets. It will, on the other hand, 
reduce the number of opportunities for evasion of payment of this tax. 
It has been argued that a dealer who only has a turnover of Rs. 25,000 
could not he expected to keep the necessary accounts. This, I think, 
is a very poor compliment to the intelligence of these dealers, and it is 
an argument which I personally consider too weak to be accepted. I 
therefore commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
oppose this amendment moved by my friend. Sir, we on this side of 
the House began Gy making attempts that the taxation measures 
should not come, and after we failed in that attempt on our part, wo 
are trying to dilute the rigorous provisions of the taxation measures as 
much as we can so that the severity of this measure may he as small 
upon a large number of people as possible. 

We cannot appreciate the anxiety of the European members in 
trying to maintain the level of taxable quantum from the higher 
standard to the lower standard. Sir as parliamentarians we will not 
attribute any motives to any member, but at the initial stage the 
passage of this Bill on the last session when we moved for circulation 
for eliciting public opinion, I expressed my own apprehension on 
# behalf of my party that with the war aronnd us the Government which 
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is backed and piloted and engineered by the European Group in this 
House wants more money and wants us to give large avenues of taxa- 
tion to Government, so that it can finance war purposes to the best of 
its ability. Probably, Sir, my European friends desire that the 
Government should get some more money so that in the name of 
nation-building activities really War purpose measures may be given 
♦effect to. Therefore, Sir, we set our face strongly against this pro- 
posal of the European members here. 

Sir, we made our apprehension clear at every stage that the pur- 
poses have not been made clear as to why this money is necessary, and 
it is such a huge contrast to the other Bill which we have just passed, 
namely, the Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Bill. In that Bill Govern- 
ment came with schemes, with clearly laid down purposes for the 
taxation measures; but so far as this measure is concerned, in spite 
•of repeated demands from all sections of the House — even from the 
members of the Coalition Party — the Government have refused to lay 
•down any plan to show why the money is necessary. That strengthens 
•our apprehension and this amendment also deepens that apprehension 
•on our part. 

Therefore, Sir, with all the emphasis that we command on this 
side of the House, we strongly oppose this amendment of the European 
members of this House. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
•oppose this amendment moved by the European members of this House. 
■Sir, while the Hon’ble Finance Minister provided the figure 50, (H)0, 
the amendment proposes that the figure 25,000 be substituted so that 
they may tax the people on a wider scale. Sir, the European members 
.have been heard to observe on the floor of this House some time ago 
that at a time when the requirements of war would lay severe strain 
•on the people and people will have to l>e strained in furtherance of the 
requirements of the war, the unimportant items of work like the 
■nation-building work might be deferred till after the war was over. 
•Sir, there we saw the kiud of solicitude the European members of this 
House, not unnaturally, have for our nation-building work. They 
have but slender links with the people and may therefore be excused if 
4o them nation-building work would appear as mere subsidiary work. 
After having shown that kind of solicitude, they come forward now 
to support the Hon'ble the labour Minister’s plea of taxation and 
want that taxation should be curried on on a wider and wider scale 
.and therefore they reduce the figure to one of 25.000, so that even the 
amall man in trade and industry, in the work of purchase and sale, 
' mifnt *he affected. 

Sir, as I observed the other day, on the basis of this amendment 
•rould not this House be in order to ask to-day as to what is the reason 
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behind this amendment P I am not sure as to what the 'Mon’ble the 
finance Minister intends to do about this amendment. He\as shown 
over- willingness and eagerness — almost an indecent haste — tV accept 
^amendments moved by the European Group for obvious reasons. They 
ar^ comrades in distress. Mr. Subrawardy, who recently due to* the 
timely holding of the session now, look refuge in the sheltered 
sanctuary of this House from the stones and brickbats that were thrown 
at him from Rajabazar 

Mr. 8PEAKER • I am sorry, Mr. Mazumdar. 1 hope you will con- 
fine yojirself to the motion which is before the House. It is not 
always desirable that you should try to hammer the same tune day 
after day which brings the discussion to a level which is not at all 
desirable. We arc discussing whether this motion is acceptable to the 
House. You can place your arguments at the time of the third read- 
ing when the whole issue will l>e there. You can then argue about 
the attitude of the Government, the conduct of the Government and 
the principles of the Government, hut for the time being it is only 
desirable that you should confine yourself to the motion. Let the 
House he enlightened as to why this figure should he 50,000 and 10,000 
and not why the European members are siding with the Finance 
Minister. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 will submit to 
your ruling with all humility, hut allow me to put this question to 
the Mon’ble Mr. Suhmwardy in my own way. 1 am entitled to know 
whether he is going to accept this amendment or not. (The Hon'ble 
Mr. H. S. Sciirawardy : No, no.) I am glad that Mr. Subrawardy 
lias for once made an interjection which will meet with our approval, 
and I hope he will say a “no,” a strong and clear “no” to the European 
members who now come forward to tax even the small man, — these 
members who only the other day did very little realise the necessity of 
nation-building work being at all urgent in India. (The Hou'ble 
Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy ? I do say.) Sir, I welcome this assurance 
from the Hnn’hle the Finance Minister that he is not going to accept 
this measure. 

Sir, in condemning this amendment proposed by the European 
Group, I would also point out that the honourable the European mem- 
bers know that in this country to-day the purchasing power of the 
people has already dwindled to such a low level that people far from 
being able to get the necessities of life suffer from malnutrition, and 
such reduction and dimunition of the purchasing power of the people 
has taken place all the more in the industrial areas amongst the 
workers. Sir, the workers are the worst victims as a resulffot this 
"depression. Sir, if the small man is taxed, if the small man is com- 
pelled to pay higher rates of prices, then those millions of workers, 
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the poorest Classes who are the worst victims of the trading exploits — 

I am afraid it is almost payings compliment to say “trading exploits” 
— of tHfe Europeans ; our workers, are the victims of the outright 
exploitation carried on by the members on that side of the House,*.* 
They will be the wojst suffereTs. Therefore, Sir, I am amazed to* see 
the brazeness of a proposition of this kind. Here silence might have 
shown greater wisdom on their part. Their counsels in many ways 
seem to have influenced and prevailed with the Hoh'ble Ministers, 
particularly with the Hon'ble Finance Minister who is. known tp have 
been their man — the coming man they would like to have. They see 
in him the golden dream of the rise of a pseudo-Bourbon to keep down 
the workers who sometimes, I believe, cause them a little ejnbarrass- 
mont and inconvenience. The peasants who cry for a better price of 
jute will also ultimately be the sufferers if an amendment of tbis 
nature is accepted or carried. Sir, I know now that with the assurance 
which the Ilon'ble Finance Minister has given this amendment coming 
from the European privileged Group will meet with nothing but scorn 
from all sections of the Home. Sir, all sections of the House are 
already united together in their unreserved condemnation of this mea- 
sure. Even the representatives of the European Group at the Select 
Committee stage condemned this Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am very sorry to interrupt you, but you are 
going beyond the point that is under discussion now. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I am coming to the 
core of the point. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: May I point out that for the last few minutes you 
have been straying beyond the point, and I should have asked you long 
before to sit down. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I would have 
thankfully stood corrected. Now, Sir, it is time that all sections of 
the House should not only reject an amendment of this nature, hut 
they should condemn it. I think that in future the House will show 
greater unanimity when the question of taxation affecting the interests 
of* the people will come forward. I oppose this amendment and com- 
mend it for its entire rejection by the House. 

Mr. ItWAR DAS JALAN: Sir, I beg to oppose the amendment. 
In doing so, I wish to point out that the figure of Rs. 50,000 has been 
put jy a in order to save the smaller dealer from keeping elaborate 
account W>ks which are necessary in order to comply with the requisi- 
tions of this Act. This Act provides for a dealer to make a return 
of the taxable turnover, and you will find that in the taxable turnover 
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there are certain articles which are tax-free. Then there are articles 
which are hold to registered dealers. Then, there are articles which 
ire sold to Government Departments and there are also articles which 
ire sent out of the provinces. Therefore, as a matter of fact, if I 
understand the Act rightly, there is not much diHerence between fixing 
}t at Rs. 50,000, and any other lesser figure, say, Its. 40,000 or 
Rs. 30,000. The real position is that so far as the trader is concerned, 
it will be a serious handicap to the trader if he is obliged to keep these 
elaborate account hooks in order to comply with the requisitions under 
the Act. Therefore, 1 beg to oppose this motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to oppose all 
these amendments except the amendment of Sir Henry Birkmyre 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: So far as amendment No. 74- 
70 is concerned, I have got my observations to make 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou have just now spoken. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL:%ir, 1 have not spoken on 
amendment No. 74-70. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In your excitement, you have forgotten to speak 
on your own amendment and spoken about other things. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 was not excited at all. 

Mf. SPEAKER: I have said in the beginning that almost all these 
motions go together. You cannot take one from the other — one is so 
much integrally connected with the other. The whole purpose is to 
raise the minimum* I called you not to oppose the Government but 
to speak on your own motion as you wanted to do so, but you entirely 
forgot yourself for the time being. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: In any case, Sir, if I had 
made a mistake, that mistake was caused by the fact that I thought 
that after I had opposed the amendment, I would be given an oppor- 
tunity to speak on it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you realise that all these motions have 
been taken together. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, in*any case, I will not 
take more than two minutes, and I hope you will allow m<| to^peak 
on it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. % 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: So far as, the introduction of 
tub-clause (5) (b) of clause 4*ris concerned, there is a proposal that 
"taxable quantum” means “in relation to any* particular class of 
dealer, such sum as may be prescribed.” We are on principle opposed 
to giving these wide powers to Government because this will land "the 
province in some situation which is neither contemplated nor desired. 
Sir, on the floor of the House many things are being discussed, and 
they are definite and they are square. But it is against any principle 
of democratic Government to give these powers to Government which 
can be taken through a blind alley. For instance, the expression “in 
relation to any particular class of dealer” is very vague and very 
dangerous. It may be a religious class, it may be a political class, 
it may be a trading class; it may be a class of the Coalition brand; it 
may be a class of any other brand. There is another danger, because 
the rules which will be prescribed will be prescribed by Government. 
We have no control upon the rules. These rules may prove to be 
dangerous. This particular clause may empower the Government to 
exclude persons in respect of the taxable quantum according to the 
convenience of the Cabinet itself. Sir, we in Bengal have got bitter 
experience as to how the Cabinet functions. These people are more or 
less political agitators for their personal group purposes. Therefore, 
it is extremely dangerous if we oil the floor ot the House give wide 
powers, delegated powers to Government which are sure to be used 
against those parties and persons or classes who are known to be 
oppositionists to the Government ; nepotism will come into existence 
and by this time “Bengal Government, thy name is nepotism” is 
known throughout the world. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: On a point of explanation, Sir. I would 
like to say that the Bill originally provided for a limit of Rs. 20,000 and 
the taxable quantum only denotes registration. Unregistered dealers 
will pay the tax whatever the limit may be. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, as I said, I oppose 
ail these amendments except the amendment moved by Sir Henry 
Birkmyre which I would like to consider further, in view of the matters 
which have come up in the course of the discussion. I would like to 
explain the reason why I oppose all these amendments. 

I am surprised that the discussion oi ) a financial measure has been 
made a subject fatter of political propaganda. Sir, I will not digress 
from the path of dealing with a financial measure as a financial measure, 
and w^ll leave all the Various remarks relating to politics to themselves. 

Sir, the amendment of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas attempts to increase 
the taxable quantum for a manufacturer to Rs. 50,000 and at the same 
time removes the Government’s power to prescribe a different taxable 
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quantum if necessary. If this was done, a considerable portion of 
articles will escape taxation. Small manufacturers whose turnover is. 
under Rs. 10,000 will themselves escape taxation and hence the Bill a» 
it now stands does not hurt the small manufacturer. But I see no* 
reason why the bigger manufacturer should not pay this tax. Thia 
applies also to the amendments which have been moved by Rai Harendr* 
Nath Chaudhuri. 


Then, Sir, an attempt has been made to increase the figure from 
Ils. 10,000 to Rs. ; >0,000. The importers and manufacturers are at 
different class by themselves, and I submit, Sir, that if a smaller- 
quantum is not prescribed, it will lead to the splitting up of business. 
That is the difficulty. Even if it does not lead to the splitting up of 
business, it will mean that many importers of less than Rs. 50,000 will 
import directly and compete with those having a bigger turnover. 
There is no reason why this should be so. 

Now, Sir, I was prepared to accept Sir Henry B irk my re’s amend- 
ment, but I have altered my views ufter further consideration. It does 
not matter to Government what the taxable quantum is, whether it i a 
one lakh, two lakhs, 50,000, 20,000, or 10,000 because the registered 
dealer is not a tax-payer at all. The mntmeft in which the ordinary 
discussion has proceeded is that the smaller dealer has got to pay the 
tax from his own pocket, and that therefore if the figure is reduced, 
such dealers will he taxed. He is really in the position of a tax collec- 
tor. It suits us to have as few registered dealers as possible, because 
there will he less shops to inspect, less inspecting stuff to he engaged. 
But we have fouud that there are more people in this category of 
Rs. 25.000 in the mufassal than vie originally conceived, and if wo 
accept the figure of Rs. 25,000, as has been suggested by Sir Henry 
Birkmyre, we will have to appoint such a large staff for the purpose of 
inspection that a considerable aifiount of money will he spent in collect- 
ing the tax which Would otherwise not he necessary. It is for this 
leason that I should like to consider the point a little bit further in 
order to satisfy myself whether I can safely accept the figure of 
Rs. 25,000, This amendment No. 80-80 may therefore stand over for 
the present. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think one of the important amendments is that 
about the deletion of abb-clause (b). I shall put it first. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that paragraph ( b ) of 
clause 4(d) be omitted, was then put and a division taken with the* 
following , result : — * 

AY II — 41. 

AM Hawaii laikar, Maatti. j SMar)w« Mr. pnmM M ftaftft. 

AMI rad. m. m. 1 saaacji, mt. iatya f 

•Marti, m. F. h Mtmm, MM ttfMM Fnaatf. 
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m Mr. Oaraaira Natk. 
HN,lr.tenteku4n. 
Dkaaikarf, «•! Martairt N« Ik. 
DM gvyta, Ml « 4 «<ri Natk. 
Dm Rvpta, srtlat Naraaira Natk. 
Dalai, Mr. Haraaira Natk. 

Datta Nasaiaiar, Mr. Nlkaraaia. 
larfaial Mafia, Kaai. 

«kaaa, Mr. Atal Krkkaa. 
iiasaiiia Akaiaa, Mr. 
iapta, Mr. 4. N. 

Maaaa All Okawikary, Mr. lyai. 
4alal«iila Matktiay, Mr. lyai. 
ialaa, Mr. I. D. 

Waaak All Majemiar, Maalvl. 
Kkaa, Mr. Dakaaira Lall. 

Kanar, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

Kaai a, Mr. Niakitka Natk. 


Mail, Mr. A4araita Kaaar. 

Mai, Mr. taarar Okaaira, 

Maaaal, Mr. Aairita Lai. 

Maaaal, Mr. Jafaaira Natk. 
Mafkal Hataia, Mr. 

Mattlak, Irljat Aakateak. 

Naakar, Mr. Maai Okaatra. 
Raatixaiila Akani, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa aaafcar. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatfca Natk. 
laayal, Mr. Saaaalta lakkar. 

Saa, Ral Sakaiar iagaak Ckaatra. 
lan-kayta, Mrs. Nattia. 

Skakaiall, Mr. 

Skamvuiiia Akani, Mr. 
liaka, Irljat Maalaira Bkaaaa. 
Tkakar, Mr. Rraaiatka Raa[aa. 


Akaal Asia . Maalaaa Mi. 

Akial Mail, Mr. Mina. 

Afcial Haflx, Mr. Mia. 

Akial H aklai, Maalvl. 

Akial M aklai Vikraaiyari, Maatvi Mi. 

Akial Ma)ii, Mr. lyai. 

Akiar Rakiaaa Sliiif I. Mr. 

Akial Matalak Malik, Dr. 

Akiar Raat, Kkaa Rakaiar Bkak. 

Akiar Raxaak, Maalvl. 

Akiat IkakMi, Maalvl Mi. 

Akliar Rwa Okawikary, Kkaa lakaiar Maalvl. 
Akal Haikiai, Maalvl. 

Akal Mtiala Akaiti, Mr. 

Akal QaaMai, Maalvl. 

Afctaii All Eaayatparl, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalaaa. 
Afcaiai All Mrlika, Maalvl.. 

Akani Haaala, Mr. 

Altai aiiala Akaiai, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 

Aailr All Mia, Maalvl Mi. 

Aalai Maaaaia Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 

Aakar All, Maalvl. 

Bairaiitja, Mr. iyii. 
llrkatyra, Hr Haary, Rarl 
Bitwai. Mr. Railk Lai. 

Cfc ly yi ak a H , Mr.i. W. 

Hark, Mr. I. A. 

Dat, Mr. Aaafcel Okaaira. 

Dai, Ral lakik Kirtt Rkaiaa. 

Cikar, Mr. Upaadraaatk. 

Farkai Ran Okawikary, Mr. M. 
failal Nap, tka Maa'Ma Mr. A. K. 
f aalai Qaaiar, Kkaa Rakaiar Maatvi. 
faalar Rakiaaa, Mr. (Daaaa.) 

Pactar Rakaiaa Mr. (MyaiaaMafk). 

•laiiiai Mr. 0. 

lalaai Oarwar Haaalai, Mr. Okak lyai. 

OtaMkaRak, tka Maa’Ma Nawak Rakaiar K„ at 
Daaaa. 

MaaiMaiila Akaiai, Kkaa lakik. 

MaaaaacuMa, Maatvi Mi. 

Maaktai AN Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maatvi. 
ttaa£'„ Mr Davli. 

Jlayaaai, Mr. Rayara. 

Jllrtsat, Mr. M. A. F 

The Ayes being 41 and the Ni 


ialalaiiin Akaiai, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 
Kakiraiiia Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 
Kiaaaiy, Mr. 1. R. 

Nakiviiin Akaiai, Dr. 

Maaial, Mr. Baaka Bikari. 

Mawiat, Mr. iayat Okaaira. 

MaairaMin Akkaai, Maalvl. 

Marfan, Mr. g., 0.1. E. 

Mamat All Mtllak, Maalvl M. 

Nakaaiaiai Altai, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl lyvi. 
Mafeaaiatai Ikrakfai, Maalvl. 

Nakaaiaiai likaaai, Maalvl. 

Nakaaiaiai Siiiiyav, Kkaa Rakaiar Dr. Oyvi. 
Mallkk, tkv Hon’kla Mr. Nakaaia Bakary. 
Malik k, Mr. Falla Bvkary. 

Maikarraff Haaaala, tka Naa’kla Nawak, Kkaa 
Rakaiar. 

Maatayawaal Hayaa, Mr. tyai. 

Naaiy, tka Haa'kla Makara|a Irinka* if a, 
Oonlaikazar. 

Naurallak, Nawakxaia K. 

Nartaa, Mr. N. R. 

Raikat, tka Haa’Ma Mr. Fraaaaaa Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

Ray. Mr. Fatima. 

Baiaraiiia Akaiai, Mr. 
lakaka>Alaai, Mr. tyai. 
taUai, Hr. I. A. 
tartar, Raka Mtikvaaiaa. 
taaaaaa, Mr. R. H. 

•arajal lataau Mr. 

IkiltHMK Mr. Kkwafa, R.B.I. 
liaatair, Mr. 4, J* 
tiriar, Data Utta Maaia. 
laiKk, Mr. K. Rralaat 
Otavaa, Mr. i. W. R. 
takrawariy, tka Haa’Ma Mr. M. 0. 
tpaRar, Hr. i. N. 

taaiitaMNi Kkaa, tka Maa'Mt Mr. 

TflM Akani Ok a wik ary, Maalvl Hajt 
Vftlkar, Mr. I. R. 

Watkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Vasal AN Oka w ik ary. Mr. 

Zakar Akani O k awi kar y , Maalvl. 


86, the motion tu lost. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The next group of amendments 62, 63 and 73, 
moved by Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, will be put together. 

The motions of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in paragraph (a) 
of clause 4(J), lines 2 and 3, the words “or himself manufactures any 
goods for sale” be omitted and that after paragraph (a) of clause 4(«5) 
the following new paragraph be inserted, viz. — 

“(ai) in relation to any dealer who himself manufactures any goods 
for sale, 20,000 rupees,” 


were then put together and a division taken with the following 
result 


Aba Hiuaii karkar, Muir. 

Ahal Fail, Mr. Mk. 

■uirji, Mr. P. 

BantrjM, Mr. Praaiatha Nath. 
Saaarji, Mr. katya Prlya. 

Barmaa, Baka tkyama Praia#. 
Biiwat, Mr. karankra Bath. 

Baia, Mr. karat Qhaakra. 
Ohaakhari, Rai Haraakra Nath. 
Oat Bapta, Baka Khagaakra Nath. 
Dai Bapta, krijat Naraakra Nath. 
Dalai, Mr. Naraakra Nath. 

Dutta Maxaaikar, Mr. Niharaaka. 
Caikakal Nrii, Kaxi. 

Bhata. Mr. Atal Kriihaa. 
Biaiakkia Ahaiak, Mr. 

Bapta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Haiai All Chavkhary Mr. kyak. 
kalalakkin Haihaaiy, Mr. kyak. 
kalaa, Mr. I. 0. 
kaaab All Majaaikar, Maalvi. 


AYES— 41. 

Khaa Mr. Dalaakra Lall. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Chaakra. 

Kaaka. Mr. Niihltba Nath. 

MaJI, Mr. Akaralta Kaaiar. 

Mai, Mr. Ii*ar Chaakra. 

Maakal Mr. Amrtta Lai. 

Maakal, Mr. kagaakra Nat k . 
Maakal Natal a, Mr. 

Mallitk, krijat Aihataih. 

Naihir, Mr. N«m Chaakra. 
Rimtiakkt* Ahaiak, Mr. 

Bay Mr. Kiraa kankar. 

Nay Mr. Manmatha Nath, 
kaayal, Mr/kaiaaka kakhar. 
kaa, Rai Bahakar kagatb Chaakra. 
kaa flapta, Mn. Nallia. 
khahakali, Mr. 
khaaiiakkia Ahaiak, Mr. M. 
kiaha, krijat Maaiakra Bhaiaa. 
Thakar, Mr. Praaiatha Raajaa. 


NOE9 — $3. 


Abkal Axis, Maalaaa Mk. 

Akkal Mali, Mr. Mina. 

Abkal Mali, Mr. Mia. 

Akkal Naklat, Maalvi. 

Akkal Majik, Mr. kyak. 

Akkar Rahataa kikkifl, Mr. 

Akkal Mataiab MaHk, Dr. 

Akkar Baat, Kbaa Bahakar kbak. 

Akkar Baxxak, Maalvi. 

Akkai lhakaak, Maalvi Mk. 

Abtkar Bata Bbavkkary, Kbaa Bkkakar Maalvi. 
Akal Naaaia Abawk, Mr. 

Aka I Qaaaaat, Maalvi. 

Ahawk All taapatpart, Khaa Bahakar Maalaaa. 
AhaMk AN Mrlkba, Maalvi. 

AkaMk Naaaia, Mr. 

Atfaxakkta AhaNk, Khaa Bahakar MaalvL 
Aartr AN Mia, Maatvt Mk. 

Aalak Naa a pla Khaa, Khaa Bahakar Maalvi. 
Aihar AN, Maalvi. 

Bakrakkala, Hr. kyak. 

Mrkatyia, ktr Mtary, Baft 
tiavaa, Mr. Raalk LaL 
ta i ppiaka N , Mr. 4 . W. 


Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Dai, Mr. Aaakal Chaakra. 

Dai. Rai lahik Klrtt Bbataa. 

Ckkar, Mr. Upvakraaath. 

Parkak Raxa Cbaakhary, Mr. M. 
r axial Nag, tka Naa'kli Mr. A. K. 

P axial Qaaklr, Khaa Bahakar Maalvi. 

P attar Rahataa, Mr. (Daaaa). 

Faxlar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Mya«i»aHi(h). 

Blakklag, Mr, D. 

Balaat tararar Naaaial, Mr. khak kyak. 

HaMbaBah, tka Naa'Ma Navah Bahakar K., a 
Baaaa. 

MaaNkakkia Ahaiak, Kbaa kahih. 

Naaaaaxsaaa, Maalvi Mk. 

Haahaai AN Khaa, Khaa Bahakar MmM, 

Naakry, Mr. Davtk. 

Nayvaak, Mr. Rag art. 

Nktxal, Mr. M. A. F, 

Jalafakkia Abaak, Khaa Bahakar Maalvi. 
KaMrakkJa Khaa, Khaa Bahakar Mjliw* 
Kaaaaky. Mr. I. B, 

Maftaakkia Ahaiak, Br. 

Maakal, Mr. Baaha Bahart. 


23 
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Maakal, Mr. digit Okankra. 

Maalrakkln Akkank, Maalvi. 

Margaa, Mr. B., 6.1. c. 

Makammak Afzal, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvi gyi k. 
Makammak Ikraklm. Maalvi. 

Makammak likagnc, Maalvi. 

Makammak tlddhM, Khan Baknkar Dr. lyik. 

Malliek.tka Han'bii Mr. Mukvaka Babary. 

Mustek, Mr. palln Bikary. 

Maakarra# Hawaii, tka Haa'bte Navak, Kkaa 
Bakakur. 

Maatagawaal Hagai, Mr. lyai. 

Hanky, tka Nan'Ma MabaraJ Brlichankra, ol 
Oauimkaxar. 

Naaarallab, Nawakxaka K. 

Kaftan, Mr. M..R. 

Ralkat, tka Han’kla Mr. Praaanna Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Dkananjay. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 


Bakamddin Akmak, Mr. 
gakiki*Alam, Mr. gyak. 
taiim Mr. I. A. 
larkar, Baka Makhvsnkia. 
laaaaaa, Mr. R. M. 

Birajul Islam, Mr. 

Ikahakaiiitt, Mr. Kkwaja, 6.B.E. 
Sinclair, Mr. J. F. 

Blrkar, Baka Utta Mania. 

Bmttk, Mr. M. Brakant 
Itavan, Mr. 4 . W. R. 

Spallar, Mr. J. H. 
takrawarky, Mr. H. 8. 

Tamliakkii Kban.tba Nan'Ma Mr. 
Total Akmtk Ckaakkary, Maalvi Hajl. 
Walkar, Mr. J. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Yoiaf All Okaakbary, Mr. 

Zabar Akmak Okaakbary, Maalvi. 


The Ayes being 41 and the Noes 83. the motions were lost. 

The motions of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that in paragraph (a) 
of clause 4(4), line 3, for the figures “10,000'’ the figures “50,000“ be 
substituted and that in clause 4 (-5) (r) for the figures “50,000” the 
figures “1,00,000“ be substituted were then put and a division taken 
with the following result: — 


AYEI— 41. 


Aka Malania Sarkar, Maalvi. 

Akal FaM, Mr. Md. 

BnntrJI, Mr. P. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. pramatha Nath. 
BanarJI, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Barman, Baka ihyama Praaak. 
Btonai, Mr. larinkra Natk. 

Baaa, Mr. karat Okankra. 
Ohaakbarl, Ral Mannkra Natk. 
Dai Rapta, Baka Kbagankra Nath. 
DaiRapta, irijat Narankra Natk. 
Dalai, Mr. Narankra Natk. 

Datta Maaamkar, Mr. Nlkaranka. 
Imkakal Hague, Kaal. 

•baaa, Mr. Atal Krtekna. 
•teiakkln Akmak, Mr. 

•apta, Mr. k. N. 

Hama All Okaakbary, Mr. gyak. 
kalalakktn Naikamy, Mr. gyak. 
Jala a, Mr. I. D. 

Jnnnk All Majamkar, MaatvL 


Kkan, Mr. Dakankra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atal Cbankra. 

Kanku, Mr. Nlikitba Nath. 

MaJi, Mr. Akuatta Kumar. 

Mai, Mr. I»« nr Okankra. 

Ma«kai, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mankal, Mr. JagaMra Natk. 

Magkul Haaain, Mr. 

Munich, grijut Aibutaab. 

Naikar, Mr. Nam Okankra. 
Ramiiukkln Akmak, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa gankar. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatha Natk. 
ganyai, Mr. gaianka gakkar. 
gan, Rai Bakakur Jagaih Okankra. 
gaa-Bkpta, Mrs. Nallia. 

Ibakakall, Mr. 
gkaminkkin Akmak, Mr. M. 
ginfca, grijut Maniakra Bhaann. 
Tkakar, Mr. Praamtka Raajaa. 


NOES— at. 


Akktti Axil, Mantana Mk. 

Akkul Nait, Mr. Mlraa. 

Akkui Nail, Mr. Mia. 

Akktti Hakim, Maalvi 
Akkal Majlk, Mr. gyak. 

Akkar Rahman iMklgi, Mr. 

Akkal MtttMak MaUlk, Dr. 

Akknr Rant, Kkaa Bakiknr ihab. 

Akk J? Rnarak, MaatvL 
Akktti gkakaak, Maalvi Mk. 

AMkttr Raaa Obawkkary, Kkaa Baknkar MaatvL 
Akal Naaata Akmak, Mr. 


Akal Qttaaam, MaatvL 

Akmak All Iaay«tp«rl, Kkaa Baknkar Maataua. 
Akmak All Mrtkka, Maalvi 
Akmak Naaaia, Mr. 

AltBittkkia Akmak, Kkaa Baknkar MaatvL 
Amir All Mia. Matttvt Mk. 

Atttok Haataia Kkaa, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvi. 
Askar AH, MaatvL 
Bakrakknja, Hr. gyak. 

Bi rk my rv. Sir Haary, Bart 
Ikvu, Mr. Raatk Lai. 

O k lg p nak al i, Mr. J. W. 
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•tar*', Mr. I. A. 

Mat, Mr. Aaakal CfciMra. 

Oat, Mai tat it Kir it Shasta. 

EMar, Mr. Upaatraaath. 

Filial Rax a Cbavlbary, Mr. M. 

Fallal Ha*, tbt Haa’bU Mr. A. K. 

Filial Qaaiir, Kfeaa tahatar Maaivi. 

FaMar Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Faatar Ratmaa, Mr. (Mymaatiagh). 

SlaMlai. Mr. 0. 

Q at am tartar Masalai, Mr. thth ly*f . 

Hatitattah, (da Mta’ilc Naval Babaiar K., al 
Dacca. 

MamltaMln Abmai, Kbaa lakb. 

Hasaaaxxamaa. Maaivi Mi. 

Masbam Ali Kbaa, Kbaa Babaiar Maaivi. 

Htairy, JNr. Davit. 

Maya act, Mr. Refers. 

Mirtxal, Mr. M. A. F. 

ialalaiiia Abmai, Kbaa Babaiar Maaivi. 
Kabiraiiia Kbaa, Kbaa Babaiar Maaivi. 

Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. «. 

Matxaiiia Abmai, Dr. 

Maaial, Mr. Baaha Bebari. 

Maaial, Mr. iagat Cbaaira. 

Maalrviika Akbaai, Maaivi. 

Margaa, Mr. R., 0.1. E. 

Mabammai Altai, Kbaa Babaiar Maaivi tyai. 
Mabammai Ibrahim, Maaivi. 

Mabammai Isbafva, Maaivi. 


Mabammai I Mi if as, Kbaa Babaiar Or. tyai. 
MttHitk, tbs Msa*b!s Mr. Maksaia Bibary. 

Mattie k. Mr. Falla Bshary. 

Mctkarraff Hsus! a, tbs Mta'bls Kavab, Kbaa 
Babaiar. 

Mastagaasal Has as, Mr. tysi. 

Naaiy, tbs Nan Its Maharaja trlssbaaira, at 
Osssimbaur. 

Nssarvllab, Nawabsaia K. 

Nsrtsa, Mr. H.R. 

Raikat, tbs Msati* Mr. Fraunaa Osb. 

Rsy, Mr. Obaaaa|ay. 

Rsy, Mr. Fatkram. 
laiarauia Abmsi, Mr. 
labsbs-Alam, Mr. lyti. 

I slim, Mr. t. A. 

larkar, Baba Maibasaiaa. 

tatsssa, Mr. R. M. 

tsrajal Islam, Mr. 

tbababatita, Mr. Kbva)a, O.B.C. 

liaciair, Mr.J. F. 

tiriar, Baba Lilia Mania. 

Imitb, Mr. N. Brabant, 
ttsvsa, Mr. 4. W. R. 
lahravariy, lbs Nsa'bls Mr. N. I. 

Ipsller, Mr. i. N. 

Ttfsl Abmsi Obswibvry, Maaivi MaJI. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

Yasat All Obsaibary, Mr. 

Aabar Abmsi Obsaibary, Maaivi. 


The Ayes being 41 and the Noes 81, the motions were lo§t. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: There remains amendment No. (il which has 
virtually been disposed of by Itai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri’s amend- 
ment, except a very minor point. I think that it should be put 
separately and disposed of formally. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
After all. the sum is not u minor matter in a taxation measure. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That bus been disposed of. 1 am putting amend- 
ment No. (»1 now Instead of calling a division, you might just 
dispose it off. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Would it not be better to 

k^ep it open? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No 

The amendment of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that for sub-clause 
(<5) of clause 4 the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(•>) In this Act the expression ‘taxable quantum’ means — 

(a) in relation to any dealer who imports for sale any goods into 
• Bengal, 10,000 rupees; and 
(//) in relation to any other dealer, 50,000 rupees” 

was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 4 (5) (b), 
line 2, after the word “prescribed” at the end, the following be 
inserted, namely: — A 

“the minimum being Rs. 20, 000” 

was then put and a division called. 

(After the division bell when Mr. Speaker rose to put the motion a 
second time, he spoke as follows.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Before I put this last motion for the day to vote, 
I may say that to-morrow we meet as usual at 4-4"> p.m., and I may 
announce to-day that on Saturday the House will meet for the presenta- 
tion of the Budget at 10 u.m. I would have fixed the time at 10-30 a.m., 
but 1 cannot do so as the Council will also meet on that day. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Min we expect. Sir, that the 
Government will give us the programme of the week after the next. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But the House will be adjourned day after to- 
morrow and w'ill not reassemble before the 2oth afternoon 


Mr. KHWAJA 8HAHABUDDIN : Sir. the General Dismiss, on f 
the Budget lias been fixed for the 2',th, 20th, 27th Lehman, and the 
3rd of March. There will be non-official business on the 28th Februan . 
After the 3rd of March, we will go on with t lie Finance Bill. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 4 ( * J ) (b), 
line 2, after the word “prescribed,” the following be inserted, nameh : — 

“the minimum being Ks. 20,000,” 


was then put and a division taken with the following result 

AYES— 40. 


AM Mmaja tartar, Maalvl. 

AMI Pail, Mr. Mi. 

•a aarji, Mr. P. 

•aaarjaa, Mr. PraautRa Rata, 
••aarji. Mr. tatya Prtya, 
larmaa, l«M IRyiaia Praaai. 

•I* vat. Mr. laraaira Nath. 

••at, Mr. larat CRaagra. 
CRaagRart, Ral Maraagra Rati. 
Dm Aapta, Mi Kli|«Mn Rati. 
Dai Rapta, lri|at Raraaira Rata. 
Dalai, Mr. Hartagra Rita. 

Oatta Mamartar, Mr. MRaraaga. 
IMiaMI Hagaa. KaxL 
•am, Mr. Atal KrfeRaa. 
la—gila All mi, Mr. 

•apta, 

Raaaa All CRawiRary. Mr. lyag. 
WaMMa MaaRany, Mr. tyag. 
Jalaa, Mr. I. 0. 


itaai All Majaatfar, Maahrl. 
KRaa, Mr. DaRaagra Lall. 

K a Mar, Mr. Atal CRaagra. 
Kaaia, Mr. RlaRKRa Rata. 

Majl, Mr. Aivalta Ka«ar. 

Mai, Mr. Itwar CRaagra. 
Maagal, Mr. AairRa Ul. 
Maagal, Mr. Jaftagra Rata. 

Mag Ral Ratal a, Mr. 

MaWat, Irtjat AaRataaR. 
RaaRar, Mr. Nan CRaagra. 
RaaMaCMa ARatag, Mr. 

•ay, Mr. Klraa RaaRar. 

•ay, Mr. MaaautRa Rata. 
Caayal, Mr. CaaaaRar CaRRar. 
laa-Aaptm, Mn. RaWa. 
IRaRaialt, Mr. 

IRaauaggrt ARatag, Mr. M. 
ClaRa, trtjat Maaiagra RRaaaa. 
TRakar, Mr. PraaiatRa taajaa. 
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AMri Ads, Mariaaa ■«. 

AMal HUi, Mr. Mini. 

AM«I Nall, Mr. Nla. 

AM HakUa, Maalvi. 

Akial Ma|W Mr. lyei. 

AMar Rakaua lliii*i, Mr. 

ANal MatiKI Malik. Dr. 

AMar Rial, Kkaa HMIar tkak. 

AMar Rauak, Maalvi. 

AMat Ikakaai, Maalvi Mi. 

Akiiar Rata Ckavikary, Kkaa lakaiar Maalvi. 
Akal Havcla Akaiti. Mr. 

Akal Qaaaaia, Maalvi. 

Akaiai AH Ekayatyari. Kkaa lakaiar Maalaaa. 
Akaiai All MrMka. Maalvi. 

Akaiai Haaala, Mr. 

AHaxaiila Akmti. Kkaa lakaiar Maalvi. 

Aaiir All Mia. Maalvi Mi. 

Aalai Narnia Kkaa, Kkaa lakaiar Maalvi. 

Aikar All, Maalvi. 

■airaiiala, Mr. lyai. 
lirkmyra. Sir Haary. lari. 

Iltaraa. Mr. Railk Lai. 

Ckipyaniala. Mr. <1. W. 

Clark. Mr. I. A. 

Oas. Mr. Aaakal Ckanira. 

Dai Rai taklk Kirli Ikaiaa. 

Cikar. Mr. Upank"""*^ 

Farkai Raxa Ckewikary, Mr. M. 

Fatlal Ha*, tka Haa'kla Mr. A. K. 

Fai al Qaaiir, Kkaa lakaiar Maalvi. 

Failar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Dacca). 

Failar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Myaimtia|h). 

Slaiilag, Mr. 0. 

lalaai lar«ar Haaaiai. Mr. Ikak lyai. 

Hakikallak. tka Haa'kla Hawak lakaiar K. ef 
Dacca. 

Hamliaiiia Akaiai, Kkaa lakik. 

Haaaaaxiaaiaa, Maalvi Mi. 


Haywaai Mr. Rifcra. 

Nkrtzal, Mr. N. A P. 

ialalaMia Akaiai. Kkaa Rakaiir Hariri. 
Kakirairia Kkaa. Kkaa iakaiar Maa'vi. 
Maftaiiia AkaMi, Dr. 

Maaial, Mr. laaka Itfcari. 

Maaial, Mr. iatat Ckaaira. 

MaairaMia Akfcaai, Mariri. 

Mcrgaa, Mr. R..0.I.C. 

Makaaiaiai Altai, Kkaa Rafcaiar Maalvi lye i. 
Makaanaai Ikrakiai, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiai Uka*ac. Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiai kiiitiva, Kkaa lakaiar Dr.lyvi. 
Mallick, tkc Mta'klt Mr. Makaaia lakaiy. 

Mallick, Mr. Palia lakary. 

Mavkarraff Heuaia, tkc Hea'k't Kavrak, Kkaa 
lakaiar. 

Maitaiavrsal Natal. Mr.tyai. 

Ncaiy, tka Haa'kla Makara)a krtaakaaOa, at 
Oacaiaifcaxar. 

Natarallak, Nawatiaia K. 

Raikat. tka Haa'kla Mr. Piuaaaa Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaa)ay. 

Ray, Mr. Patiraai. 
laiaraiiia Akaiai, Mr. 
lakaka-Alcai, Mr.tyai. 
laliai, Mr. I. A. 

•arkcr, laka Maikaiaiaa. 

•aiaaaa, Mr. R. M. 

|*ra)al lalaai, Mr. 

Ikakakaiiia, Mr. Kkarala, 0. 1. «. 

Itaciair, Mr. 4 . F. 
liriar, laka Lltta Maaia. 
lailtk, Mr. H. irakaat. 

Ilcvaa, Hr.i.W.R. 
lakrawariy, tka Haa'kla Mr. H. I. 

Ipaliar, Mr. 4 . H. 

Tefal Akaiai Chaaifcafy, Maalvi Na)i. 

Vatat AH Ckaaikary, Mr. 


The Ayes being 40 and the Noes 75, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment 


It being 8-10 p.m.— 

The House waa adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 14th 
February, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative A ss e m b ly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assemhly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 14th February, 1941, at 445 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul JIaque, c.i.k., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 197 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Legislation for agricultural income-tax. 

•71. Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department lie pleased to state whether Uovern- 
ment contemplate bringing up an\ legislation during the term of this 
Assembly to tux agricultural income? 

(b) If the answer to (o) is iu the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) The question is still under 
consideration. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether lie has got materials from other provinces 
in which agricultural income-tax has been imposed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : We have collected all 
the materials necessary for u proper consideration of this subject. 

Hr- NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the. Hon’ble 
Minister V pleased to state what is Government’s view in the matter so 
far? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: No, not opinion, Sir. 
I ask for the view of Government. All right, Sir, I shall put the 
question in another form. 


Tho HOfl’bl* Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I can give the view. 
The view is that this is a matter worth consideration. (Laughter.) 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the Ilon’ble 
Minister’s answer, does he think it worth considering judiciously or 
just considering it ns other things ure considered Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : This is a matter worth 

serious and expeditious consideration. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Ilou’hle 

Minister he pleased to state what will he the result of his expeditious 
consideration, nameh, h\ what date can we have the Government’s 
formulated view on the whole subject? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, 1 do not think that 
any honourable member will ever succeed in inducing me to give an 
approximate time. 


8urvoy settlement operation at Berhampore in Murshidabad. 

*72. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Ilou’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state- ~ 

(a) whether survey settlement operations ure in progress at 

Berhampore in Murshidabad in relation to lands under the 
kha.smahal ; 

(b) the reasons for such further settlement within u few' years ol 

the cadastral survey settlement ; and 

(c) whether Government have in contemplation any enhancement 

of rents w'ithin the said khasmahal area, and if so, what 
are the reasons? 

MINISTER in oharge of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) and (b) Yes; operations 
under section 101 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, and section *) of 
the Bengal Non-Agricuitural Laud Assessment Act, 1980, aiy g'fting 
on in five Grown estates lying at Berhampore for the purpose of settle- 
ment of fair rent and revenue. Of these estates, two were purchased 
• on behalf of the # Crown at Revenue sales subsequent to the District 
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Settlement and the term of settlement of the other estates had not 
expired before the District Settlement; hence, land revenue settlement 
could not then be taken up in respect of them. 

(r) The operations are in progress and it is too early to make any 
statement in the matter. The proposals for settlement of fair and 
equitable rents will he published according to the rules. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state what is the attitude of Government towards rents in 
respect of tenancies which are still going on from before? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, this is a very 
vague question. Government have no attitude. Their attitude is to 
settle fair rents and not unfair rents. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: My question was whether 
Government have in contemplation enhancement of rent in the said 
IthiMmaJuil area — 

Mr. SPEAKER: After all, these things have to he done under the 
Act. 1 have never yet heard that there has been any Government 
instruction as to the nature of enhancement. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, my question was purely 
with regard to enhancement of rent. Under the Act Government has 
some power under the Bengal Tenancy Act and the non-Agricultural 
Land Tenancy Act to get a settlement of fair and equitable rent, but 
my question did not relate to those lands in respect of which assessment 
had not been made. My question was in respect of tenancies of which 
rents are already running. What is the Government policy with regard 
to the enhancement of rents which are still existing. For example, 
in the Bengal Tenancy Act which has been amended in this House, 
Government has laid down a policy that for a certain portion there will 
be no enhancement. Similarly, with regard to the urban areas or 
other khasnuihal areas the same question arises as to what is the Gov- 
ernment policy with regard to rent of these particular kinds of tenancies. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The question is 
this: “Whether Government have in contemplation any enhance- 
ment of rents within the said khasmakal area, and if so, what are 
the reasons”; but khasmahal lands include urban areas as well as 
agricultural areas. So with regard to urban areas there can he no 
question, of enhancement, as my honourable friend knows very well, 
under section 75 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. With regard to agricul- 
tural areas there may be enhancement, there may be reduction or the 
present rent can be maintained. It is difficult to forecast. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
read the question very carefully— I mean question (c)P 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister says that it is very difficult 
to answer that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether there has been a meeting of the kh&g nuihtil 
tenants of Berhamporo in which they have conveyed their protest 
against, any contemplated enhancement of rent? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That question does not arise. 

Closing of the mouth of the canal near Raipur station by railway 
embankment. 

*73. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: {<,) Has the attention of 
file H oil Me Minister in charge of the I'ublic Health Department been 
drawn to starred questions Nos 29 ot the Kith February. 1938, JUMi of 
the 7th April, I 938. 184 of the 24th August, 1938, ami Itil of the fKli 
March, 1938, and 124 of the 20th December, 1939, put in the Assembly 
with regard to flic situation that lias arisen on account of the closing 
of the mouth of the canal near Raipur station by railway embank- 
ment ? 

If so, will tlie llon’ble Minisfei be jileased to state what steps 
have so far been taken in the matter either by (tovernment or by the 
Railway authorities ? 

(c) If no steps have been taken, will the Hon’ ble Minister lie 
jileased to state the reason thereof? 

(fh Will the Hon’ble Minister le pleased to state what action, if 
any, t he (tovernment propone to take in the matter and when? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
8ELF-C0VERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, ef Dacca): (a) Yes. 

ih) ami (r) The member is referred to the reply given to clause ( b ) 
of the starred question No. 124 asketl b\ him in the Assembly on the 
20th December, 1930. On the consideration of the report of the Joint 
Inspection Committee, it was decided that further observations as to 
the flood conditions in the locality should he made during the rainy 
season of 1940. These observations could not, however, be completed 
during 1940, and it is proposed to make further observations during 
the flood season of 1941. 9 

(d) It would depend on the findings of the Joint Inspection Com- 
mittee. 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the Joint Inspection Com- 
mittee observed that malaria is purely due to the closing of the mouth 
of the canal near that station? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes. 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the Joint Inspection Com- 
mittee also observed that the closing of the mouth of that canal is 
absolutely necessary P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

A report was sent by the then Subdivisional Officer that the Engineer 
of the Eastern Bengal Railway had accepted the proposition of the 
honourable member, but I found that the Railway Board did not agree 
with the report of the Joint Inspection Committee. They said that 
there were enough bridges for flushing. 

Telegraphic communication between 8andwip and Noakhali. 

•74. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 
whether Government are considering the desirability of a telegraphic 
communication being established between the main laud and SandwipP 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the approximate time when the telegraphic 
connection will be established? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): («) Yes. 

(b) The Postmaster-General, Bengal and Assam Circle, has informed 
Government that it is not likely to he completed this financial year as 
the availability of a suitable type of the cable is still under correspond- 
ence with the manufacturers. 


Sinking of tube well in Atraighat railway station on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway. 

•78. JMaulvl M. M08LEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) With reference to 
the answer given to my starred question No. 307, dated the 26th March, 
1938, regarding the sinking of a tube well in the Atraighat railway 
station of Eastern Bengal Railway for the supply o£ pure drinking 
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water to the passengers thereof, will the Hcm’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Department he pleased to state 
whether any tube well has since been sunk in the place? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) what action has since been taken by Government in the 
matter; and 

f it) when funds for the purpose as stated in the answer to the 
question under reference, will be available and the work 
taken up? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar) : (<i) No. 

(6) (i) I understand the question of sinking tube wells at stations 
over the Eastern Bengal Railway system is receiving special attention 
of the Railway administration. Stations are being provided with tube 
wells in order of priority. 

(ii) 1 am informed that further allotment of funds for tube wells at 
stations may be expected during 1 04 1-42. 


Purchase of khaddar and other products of oottage industries by 
Government. 

•78. Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department 1*» 
pleased to state whether his attention has been drawn to the United 
Press message published in the Amnta Bazar Patrika , January 24, Bill, 
to the effect that '‘The Indian military authorities propose to purchase 
khaddar , woollen blankets and hand woven stuff at the Gandhi Ashram, 
Gadro, Thaparsar district, for use of troops in active service"? 

( h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the steps, if 
any, taken by this Government so far to stimulate similar industries in 
Bengal by purchasing stuff for use in Government departments from 
the various organisations engaged in producing khaddar and such othei* 
oottage industries as hand-made paper? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) Yea. 

(h) The policy underlying the rules promulgated for the supply of 
articles to be purchased for the public service in Bengal is the encourage- 
ment of the industries of the country to the utmost possible extent 
* consistent with economy and efficiency. With a view to give effect to 
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this policy the department* of Government and officers have been 
specially authorised to allow a degree of preference in respect of price 
to articles produced or manufactured in Bengal. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to answer (/;), whether Government have 
issued any specific instructions asking their departments to purchase 
khaddar even by allowing a degree of preference in respect of price? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Our policy does not 
exclude khaddar. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. In \iew of the fact that Govern- 
ment are going to realise sales tax from the people, will the llon'ble 
Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of making it compulsory 
for Government departments to purchase products of Bengal in prefer- 
ence to products of other provinces when th<*\ are available? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ramiol allow flu 1 fir-t part of \ our question. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will Government consider the 
desirability of issuing instructions to their departments to make it 
compulsory that they will purchase Bengal products whenever they are 
mailable? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In view of other consi- 
derations, that is not possible. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state quantities of products of Bengal have been purchased 
up till now in preference to the products of other provinces? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give us an idea with regard to khmidar and other cloths as 
to what is the average difference in prices lietween the products of 
Bengal and those of other provinces? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 have no idea. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to his 
answer that officers of Government departments have been specially 
authorised to allow a degree of preference in respect of prices to * 
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articles produced and manufactured in Bengal, will the Hon'bl* 
Minister be pleased to state whether this, term “specially authorised" 
is mandatory or is it only a sort of discretion driven to the Government 
departments and officers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Kecommendatory. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the lWhle 

Minister be pleased to state whether, \cith a view to give effect to the 
polie.\ of giving preference in respect of such articles, Government are 
considering the desirability nt issuing specific instructions of a 
mandaloh character asking them to purchase articles produced in 
Bengal including khaddur ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The recommendation of 
the t?.)\e!nment to their own department.* operates something like 
mandatm \ m-t ruct ions 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Mini-te? be plea-ed to -late when was this recommendation made b\ 
Government to their departments^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In \W > 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Mini-ter be jde.i-ed to state since then what proportion of Government 
older- have been placed actually tor the purchase of such articles? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: These purchases are made 
by all the departments of Government, and unless a specific question 
is put. 1 am not in a position to collect t lie duta. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble 

Minister be pleased to state, for example, rather than lumping all the 
departments together, what proportion of orders for the purchase of 
textiles Mas placed by the Police Department? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He cannot say that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The Hon’ble Minister 
may have that information. Sir, win do you rule out that possibility? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tt is not his department. 

Sfijllt MANINDRA BHU8AN SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he is aware that Government’s recommendation is 
honoured more in its breach than its observance? 
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The Hon’We Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not think so, but 
I would remind the House of one thing that so far as the purchases 
by the various departments t>f the Government of Bengal are concern- 
ed, they are mostly made through the Stores Purchase Agency of the 
Government of India. The Government of Bengal also considered 
a scheme for establishing their own Stores Purchase Agency, but on 
account of the intervention of the war the scheme is now in abeyance. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
decent police uniforms tan be made of khaddar at a cost not much 
higher than the cost of making them of other cloths. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be - 
pleased to state whether Government are in favour of their departments 
purchasing khaddar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Government are certain- 
ly in favour of purchasing indigenous articles including khaddar , r 
provided such purchases are consistent with economy, efficiency and 
d urability. 

Mr. il. F. SINCLAIR: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to 
state whether the Gandhi Ashram has signified its willingness to supply 
khaddar goods to troops on active service? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, am I expected to # 
answer that question v 

Mr. SPEAKER: I don’t know. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Whether the Gandhi 
Ashram has decided to do so or not is outside my province to say. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E : Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to make an enquiry whether their recommendations have been 
acted up to by the departments or not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My friend must wait if 
he wants definite information. 

Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank and its audit report. 

•77. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: { a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment be pleased to state what are the last three years for which the 
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' audit report and audited accounts and balance sheet of the Bengal 
Provincial Co-ojierative Bank have been prepared and published for the 
information of the mem tiers? 

(b) If Go\ernment would l>e prepared to lay on the table n copy of 
each of these audit reports, accounts and balance sheet at least a week 
before the next budget discussions on the grant for the (e-operative 
Department will be taken up in the Assembly? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Mukunda Bohaey 

Mullick): wi) 1M7-3S, 1 !)3N-.‘{!J ami Hh'W-40 are the lust three years 
for which audit reports and audited accounts including the- balance 
sheet have been prepared. Audited accounts including the balance 
sheet for 1 {1*17-38 and lth‘18-3!) were supplied to the members in due 
course and those for the \ear 1MJM0 are under print. 

(b) As these rejmrts and accounts are meant for the share-holders 
only, it is not jiossible to place them on the table. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether these reports and accounts are 

prepared and submitted under the authority and supervision of the 
Co-operative Department of the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, Sir. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR:' Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state under whose permission and control these 
reports are prepared and published? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The director- 
ate of the Provincial Bank. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether since this (jueslion was tabled 
Government made any attempt to secure copies of such accounts and 
reports from the authorities concerned for circulation among the 
members of this House? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Government 
have got no control over the internal affairs of the Provincial Bank 
and, therefore, it was not possible to have them. 

Mr.* NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: My question was, did 
the Government make an effort 


Mr. SPEAKER: Is that the duty of the Government? 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, in this question if 
was enquired as to whether it would he possible for members to get 
copies. ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Government say, “we have no responsibility for 
it/’ You cannot get everything to be done by Government. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Government may 
enquire ot different organisations to get the information asked for. 
My supplementary question is — did Government make any effort to 
secure such information as copies of reports and accounts. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Recording of char areas in certain police-stations, Kishoreganj 
subdivision. 

36. Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: (a) Will the llon’hle Minister in chaige 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that char areas in police-stations Ilossain- 
pur, Pakundia and Kathiady in the Kishoreganj subdivision, 
where no crop other than jute is grown, have not been 
recorded under section d (2) ot the Jute Regulation Act; 

(Vi) whether it is a fact that the contents of the provisions of section 
d (;?) of the ,lute Regulation Act have not been communi- 
cated to the people concerned during the jute registration of 
1940; and 

(VVf) whether any representation has been received by Government 
from the jute-growers of these areas for getting their lands 
in the char areas recorded under section 3 (2) of the Jute 
Regulation Act ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (in) is in the affirmative, what action do the 
Government contemplate taking on these representations? 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) (t) No. 

(it) No. Notice under section 3 (2) of the Act was issued simul- 
taneously with that under section 3 (1) stating clearly the provisions of 
the sub-section. 
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(ui) Yee. 

(b) Applications under section 3 (2) were duly dealt with under the 
Act and the Rules. It is not possible now to deal with belated claims 
of this nature. Due notice was given to all concerned and the Act does 
not provide for receiving such applications after the record has been 
authenticated. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is the general complaint of the district that 
lauds on which nothing hut jute can be grown were not recorded under 
section 3(2) ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: \\ ill tin* lfon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that in the printed form for record- 
ing jute lands there is no column for recording jute lands under 
v section 3 (2)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I cannot sav. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state whether it is a tact Mini in the eastern parts of the Netmkona and 
Kishoreganj subdivisions there aie some lands known as Bhoii lands 
where nothing but jute is grown, but that these have not been recorded 
under section 3 (2* ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the IJon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state whether Go\ eminent are prepared to make an enquiry 
into the matter in order to find out if this is a general complaint in 
the district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, Government has 
this in view, that when the amending Act is enforced, certainly there 
will be applications for correction of the records in this respect, and 
when such applications are made. Government will make an exhaustive 
enquiry to find out whether those lands are capable of producing any 
other crop. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether on account of these lands not being Recorded 
many cultivators wili have to pay rents without cultivating their own 
glands P 



354 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. [14th Fkb. 


Thi Hon’Wo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: It goes without saying 
that if a particular land is not fit for any crop other than jute, naturally 
that land will remain fallow. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government are ready to make an enquiry into 
this matter, namely, that there are lands on which nothing but jute 
can be grown which will lie fallow as a result of jute regulation? 

The HofTble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I have already said, Sir, 

that Government will make an enquiry when applications are received. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, in view of his answer that he is not aware whether in 
the printed form in which jute lands are to be recorded, there is a 
column of jute lands under section 3(2), how is it that he says that it 
is a fact that such lands have been 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the HoiTble Minister con- 
sider the desirability of exempting those lands from rent which have 
not been recorded due to negligence or ignorance of his department? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Having regard lo the fact that 
most of the cultivators are illiterate and may not, avail themselves of 
the method of application for correction of the record, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of correcting the records on his 
own initiative? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, what Mr. Gupta 
says can certainly be done under the unending Act, but I do not agree 
with him that the cultivators of Bengal, because they are illiterate, 
will not avail themselves of the method of making applications. 
Already they are filing applications under no law whatsoever, and I 
am sure when the amending Act will be enforced, Government will be 
flooded with applications. 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. 
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Mttllvi AZHAR ALI: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly is of 
opinion that the Government do take up the work of construction of 
Trunk Road No. 26 from P&bna in preference to other roads. 
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Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HAtHEMY: I me on a point of 
oidet, Sir. Is this resolution in order ? Government follow certain 
schemes, certain plans, certain procedure. Now, if a member belonging 
to the majority party comes forward and says that in preference to other 
woyks Government should take up a particular work, then, Sir, the 
administration will be impossible. Sir, if you allow this sort of 
resolutions, then it will be impossible 

Mr. SPEAKER: I wish I had the power to reject it, but I have 
no such power. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY. Then, will you kindly 

ask the Hon'ble Minister not to accept this resolution? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry, I cannot do it. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI: In reply to my friend's objection that 
administration would be disturbed if Government take up a particular 
jKork in preference to others, I would submit that Government have 
already failed to follow the programme initiated by Mr. King, the 
Special Officer. For this reason I say that Government should take 
up this road, Trunk Road No. lib. As the Government have already 
taken up Road No. Ii2, Sir, I may say that Government have violated 
the rule if it can he called violation. If Government think that some 
road is more important than others, 1 think there is no bur against 
Government taking up that road in preference to other roads. I pluca 
before the House that though this is a local matter, it is a very 
important matter and cannot he neglected. 

First of all, I would submit, Sir, that the district of Pabna is so 
situated that its headquarter town is practically unapproachable by the 
people of East Pabna. There is no railway communication, there is no 
steamer service. This is the only district in the whole of the province 
which has not got any sort of communication. Of course, the district 
of Barisal also has got no railway communication, but there are steamer 
and other services in the interior of the district. But, Sir, this unfor- 
tunate district of Pabna has no such communication. Previously, there 
were innumerable channels and khah issuing out from the rivers Padma 
and Brahmaputra. These rivers are now practically doing no good to 
the district, but are rather doing some harm to it. The river Padma 
having its erosion on the side of the southern district, the river 
Brahmaputra — generally known as Jumna — is making its erosion on 
the eastern side. The result of this erosion is that the two banka, the 
northern and western banks, of these two rivers are rising up resulting 
in the filling and silting up of innumerable channels and khals. As 
a consequence, flood water and spill water generally come late, but when 
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they come they come at a time practically ruining the crops of the 
whole area. For this the people of Pabna approached the Government 
for some solution, but we think the Government is taking practically no 
action under the guise that there is a contour survey and that, after the 
survey is over steps should be taken. We do not know when this 
contour survey will be finished and when the Government will be in a 
position to take action. 

Now, I come to the question of communication. As previously 
there were innumerable khah and channels within the district, people 
did not feel so much difficulty as they are feeling now. Now those 
natural channels are gradually being silted up and most of them dried 
up, there is practically no communication possible between the dry and 
rainy seasons. Of course in the dry season there is some communication 
by motor bus and the Hon’hle Minister in charge had the kindness to 
admit that save and except by motor bus in dry season the people of 
East Palma cannot reach their headquarter town in other seasons 
without much difficulty, and Government has admitted that there is no 
possibility of any railway line in the near future through the Pabna 
district for which people of Pabna tried so much, made representations 
and wuited in deputations upon the Government. 

Sir, this is a district in which a road has been constructed from 
lab ward i to Pabna and Government often takes a sort of pride in saying 
that much has been given to the share of Pabna by the construction of 
this road. I will submit here. Sir, that this is a road which was 
sanctioned and the construction of which was started not under the 
regime of this Government, but under the regime of the previous 
Government, and I doubt and reasonably doubt, Sir, whether it could 
have been at all possible for this Government to take up this work. 
Moreover, there is another reasou. This Pahna-Ishwardi road, a 
distunee of 17 to 18 miles, was constructed not on the requisition of 
the public, not to redress the grievances of the local people, but for the 
suke of administrative purposes and for nothing else. It is the only 
outlet from this district to the outside world. The Eastern Bengal 
Railway line from Calcutta to Siliguri passes by the western side of 
Pabna touching at Ishwardi and this is the only station in the Pabna 
district in the Sadar subdivision and from this Ishwardi station Govern- 
ment officers and high authorities are to go to Palma and this was the 
necessity 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do not allow the high authorities to go there. 
Let them he locked out there. (Laughter.) 

Maulv' AZHAR ALI: However, Sir, this is the only outlet 
through which the people from outside Pabna can enter the town and 
there were some administrative purposes, as I said before. Had there 
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been no euch road as ha* been matle at present, we would not bave felt 
any difficulty. There was a pucca road from Ishwardi to Pabna and 
the road was a motorable one. Of course it was not so good as it hat 
been turned now. So the people were not in so much difficulty in 
passing from ishwardi to Pubna as they are feeling to come to the 
headquarter town from the eastern part of the district. 

Regarding the distance, I would submit to the House through you, 
Sir, that from Pabno sadar headquarter town the distance to the east 
on the one side is about do or 40 miles and to the south-east it is about 
50 miles, without uny good road, without any steamer service to reach 
the headquarter town. Previously there was u steamer service from 
Goalundo to Lalgola touching at some stations in the district by the 
side of the river Ganges, but after the construction of this Pabna- 
Ishwardi road the steamer service was stopped. There were two reasons 
for this. First, previously when the road was not so good as it is now, 
people used to pass by that steamer and the district board used to pay 
a subsidy ; but after the const ruction of this tarred road the district 
board was not relieved of the liability about the repair of the road and 

u consequence the district board was not in a position to pay the 
subsidy to the Steamer Company and the steamer service was stopped. 
There is a ferry service from Bhangura to t 1 m* eastern side, but that 
ferry service cannot be run more than three or four weeks during high 
Hood. During the early Hood the first water cannot reach tins canal. 
Just when water rises a little, the whole course is chocked by water- 
hyacinth. So the only alternative for the people of Pabna is to come 
via Goalundo. Kustia, Poradah and then rid Ishwardi; t hat is, 
revolving the Cape of Good Hope. The people of Pabna shall have to 
pass four or five districts to reach the headquarter town where they 
are forced to come often for their medical help, for their legal help 
and all other things, specially us the administrators of the district 
reside there. 

The other day in answering to my question No. (>4 (starred) of thin 
session, the Government had the kindness to admit that there are all 
these difficulties, but the Government was also pleased to remind me 
of the fact that Government has decided to work according to soma 
programme. Of course, 1 do not like that the Government should 
give up its programme and take up anything and everything, but I 
will submit, Sir, about the programme that lias been made for certain 
work which w T e find in the Budget. In Bakarganj Executive Division, 
construction of the Jhikargacha bridge on the Jessore Hoad; construc- 
tion of* road from Bagrakote to Sevoke including construction of a 
bridge over the Teesta river in Darjeeling division; (orailla-Mamamati- 
Barkanta-Daodkandi Road in Chittagong Division, and diversion of 
Grand Trank Road in the 13th mile near Hastings Jute Mill#, diversion 
. of Grand Trank Road near Hoogbly and contraction of Saraswati 
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bridge on Grand Trunk Road in the Hooghly Division. The Govern- 
ment have taken up the North Bengal Highway Laskarghat to Birganj 
portions in the district of Dinajpur for construction and the construc- 
tion is in progress. Here, I would submit, Sir, through you to the Gov- 
ernment, that after the completion of these works or when these works 
will be near to completion, Government may take up this work No. 26 
which is not less important. This Road No. 26 is called the Pabna- 
Beldangi Road. It passes from Pabna through Bogra, Rangpur and 
a small portion of Dinajpur and running towards the towns of Santhia, 
Sahzadpur, Ullapara, Ruyganj, Sherpur, Bogra, Shibganj, Gobindganj, 
Palasbari, Pirganj, Mitliapukar, Raypur and Saidpur. The total 
length of the road is 101 miles and Mr. King says, “From the through 
communication point of view, the road forms the northern section of 
the second long line of communication which will traverse the greater 
part of the length of the province from south to north, the first of these 
lines of communication being provided by Trunk Roads Nos. 2 and 25. ” 
Here I may say that the number as it is laid down in this book 
(Mr. King’s report) is not generally followed. Importance is given 
first' in connection with roads Nos. 2 and 25. Then the report goes on, 
“The southern section of this highway (rhuknagar to Kuslitia) forms 
Trunk Road No. 15 of this list.” So the Special Officer has recom- 
mended certain roads giving preference over others. Then the report 
says, “The two sections will be separated by the river Padma which 
will remain unbridged so far as the present scheme is concerned.” 
Regarding the Pabna section, the Special Officer says, “This section of 
the road must, therefore, be acknowledged as providing possibilities 
for road-rail competition.” It will also form a part of the roads neces- 
sary for connecting the subdivisiomil headquarters at Sirajganj, 
Gaibandha and Nilphamari with their respective district headquarters. 
The section of the road in the Pabna district i s far removed from the 
railway, ami is not likely to be competitive with it.” So, from the 
point of view of importance, I beg to submit that this road is not less 
important than others as the serial numbers given in this book will 
show. Sir, the Pabna part of this road is not very long. The road is 
named ns Pabna-Beldangi Road. The first portion of the road from 
Pabna to Ataikula is 12 miles long and the second portion from 
Ataikula to Nandnnpur is 7 miles long and the next portion from 
Nandunpur to Selandahu is 5 miles long. My proposal is, as I said 
before, that Government be pleased to take up the road from Pabna 
to Selandaha and then from Selandaha to Ullapara. This will connect 
the Ullapara railway station with the whole length and breadth of the 
district. The approximate cost of the section of the road from 
Ataikula ^to Nandanpur, if placed in A class, would be Rs. 3,75,000 
and if placed in B class Rs. 2,50,000; from Nandanpur to Selandaha 
it would be Rs. 5,50,000 under class A and Rs. 4,75,000 under class B; 
and from Pabna to Ataikula the cost is much less though the distance 
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is equal to these two sections. These two sections, that is, from 
Ataikula to Nandanpur and from Nandaupur to Selandaha, cover 12 
miles and the distance from Pabna to Ataikula is also 12 miles, but the 
cost would be only Rs. 3,50,000 under class A and Its. 1,50,000 under 
class B. I would recommend that the road be first taken from Ataikula 
to Nandanpur and then from Nandanpur to Selandaha and then from 
Selandaha to Ullapara. At present the district board has already got 
a pucca road constructed from Pabna to Ataikula covering- 12 miles and 
so no earthwork will be required for this portion as it is 
already completed. People are feeling no difficulty for their journey 
along these 12 miles. Therefore, if the section from Ataikula to 
Nandanpur and from Nandanpur to Selandaha covering 12 
miles is first completed and then the section from Selandaha to Ulla- 
para taken up, the grievances of the whole district will he removed 
and in this way will help not only the people of Pabna hut also the 
people of other adjoining districts in respect of communication and 
trade and commerce. Thus this road has got special importance. 
At first sight it may appear that it is a local work of Pabna. But 
I would submit to my honourable friends that people of other 
listricts also go to Pabna for commerce and trade purposes. Govern- 
nent may also say that Pabna district is more fortunate than other 
listricts in first getting money from the Road Fund for the construe, - 
ion of the Pabna-Ishurdi Road. But t wotiM <\*>t ihai 

Jovernment have forgotten the fact that this district is not fortunate— 

’ would rather say, it is unfortunate — in getting no communication 
fither by railway or steamer service. It is known. Sir, that the district 
if Pabna is practically an agriculturist district, specially Kirujganj 
lubdi vision and the east part of Pahna. Of course, in the headquarters 
>f the district there are some home industries, but the people in villages 
lepend mainly on agriculture. Leaving aside paddy and other crops, 
here are two money crops, namely, jute and sugarcane. When the 
►rice of jute fell and Government were making propaganda to restrict 
he jute cultivation, people took to the cultivation of sugarcane, hut 
his has become another death-trap. There was a proposal for the 
onstruction of a sugar-mill near Ataikula — a distance of 12 miles from 
■*abna — hut the proposal is still in the air owing to difficulties in respect 
if communication. People cannot in any way convey their sugarcane 
o the proposed mill at Ataikula unless communication is improved, 
tegarding the river and boat communications, it is dangerous to under- 
ake any boat journey by the rivers Padma and Jumna during the rainy 
eason, and in the dry season the people do not require boat journey, 
lie river Ichhamati starts from Pahna issuing from the river Ganges 
>nd, rUhning through the whole district to the east, forms a course of 
►bout 40 miles or more. This river is gradually dying and representa- 
ions having been made to the Government since the time or Sir John 
Voodburn when he was Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, for the resusci- 
ation of this riyer, but Government have paid no heed to it. 
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Then, Sir, regarding railway communication, there was a proposal 
during the regime of the previous Government and several schemes were 
submitted before the Government, and there was a talk of a light 
railway too from Sarah to Sadhuganj to the east of Pabna. But as 
Government was ready to take up the scheme at the time, the idea of a 
light railway was given up. In the meantime, the Great European 
War broke out and the idea of any railway was dropped for ever. It 
was during the regime of the present Government that the Hon’ble 
Minister-in-charge and the then Finance Minister visited the town of 
Pabna to make a survey if the opening of a railway line would be 
possible, and in a public meeting the Hon* hie Ministers gave uk words 
of consolation though not of assurance that something would be done, 
but subsequently we came to learn through some questions that the 
contemplated railway line would be unremunerative. I cannot quite 
follow how a railway could be unremunerative in a place where there 
is such a need for better communication facilities. 

Now, Sir, before I conclude I would like to quote a few lines from 
what the iion’ble the Finance Minister said at the time of presenting 
the Budget for 19JW-40. He said: “The rapid development of commu- 
nications is also essential to the welfare of the province. In the absence 
of good roads, it is not possible to provide adequate facilities tor the 
M apricuHtiml produce to important centres of trade. A 
comprehensive programme of road development has now been prepared 
by Mr. King, the Special Officer, appointed for the purpose, and it is 
estimated that the execution of the programme will involve an outlay 
of 3!t crores.” 

Sir, in this connection, 1 may point out that the agriculturists and 
inhabitants of the district are suffering for want of communications, 
especially to the headquarters town, and as there is no possibility of a 
railway or of the resuscitation of the dying rivers. Government ought 
to be prepared to take up the construction of the road from Pabna, 
I mean. Road No. 2(i, which, starting from Pabna runs through Atia- 
kula, Nandanpur, Selamlaha, and reaches Ullapnra and then other 
places. 

(At this stage Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose took the Chair.) 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Chairman, Sir. I rise 
to oppose this resolution and that for two reasons. I rise to oppose the 
resolution not because I have any quarrel with the people of Pabna. but 
because it involves a very important question of principle. I do not 
oppose the resolution in its entirety, but I oppose it for certain clauses 
that have been incorporated in it, namely, that in preference to other 
roads it should be taken up first. I would not have opposed the resolu- 
tion if he* had not said “in preference to other roads. “ Let me assume 
that the honourable the mover of this resolution got the consent of the 

party to which he belongs. Naturally, Sir, it leads me to believe that 

* 
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be bas not the consent of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Communi- 
cations. I know, Sir, it is not a House where ethics should he dis- 
cussed; but if we could do so, we would have shown that the honourable 
mover of this resolution had no moral justification to move such a reso- 
lution that in preference to other roads of Bengal a particular road in 
the district in which he lives should be first taken up. Does he care to 
know about the urgency and the necessity of the other roads in the 
province? Does he know about the urgency of the Nahharan-Satkhira 
Road in the district of Khulna? For the last four years the Hon’ble 
Minister has been reminded times without number by questions and by 
resolutions about this important road. Money was there; money is still 
there; he got the requisite money from the Government of India, hut he 
could not spend it. This road has a total length of 110 miles and only a 
fraction of it, namely. Id miles, has been constructed in four long years. 
Therefore, 1 ask, has the honourable mover got any justification to say 
that his road should be taken first in preference to tin's Satkbira- 
Nahharan Road? Sir, 1 am a bit serious, because this shows the men- 
tality of the party to which the honourable member belongs. If you 
will permit me. Sir, l must say this is the sort of favouritism, nepotism 
***d jobbery which are rampant in the part> to which my friend belongs. 
I ask, how can Government accept a resolution of this nature? If 
this resolution is accepted by the JLm'hle Minister. J must very pain- 
fully say that he has no planned schemes, but that ha undertakes his 
work haphazardly and half-heartedh . 

Sir, we thought at the beginning that the party had not given its 
consent to this resolution, but from the attitude of the party we can 
now understand that they are now going to support it. Sir, 1 again 
ask this House, however, to oppose this resolution on the ground of 
principle, because if thin sort of favouritism and nepotism are given 
preference, there will be no end of it. Sir, this party bus already taken 
much advantage at the cost of other members' interests. Time bas now 
come to put a stop to this sort of favouritism and nepotism on the part 
of Government. (Cries of “No, no” from the Coalition Party Benches.) 
I submit, Sir, that it is not in the interest of the members of this 
party. If you accept a resolution like this, 1 must say that you do 
not follow an\ principle. You merely give preference to things which 
do not deserve any consideration at all. 

Then, Sir, 1 would ask memWs of the Coalition Party and parti- 
cularly the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Communications and Works 
to keep this resolution in abeyance and to appoint a committee consisting 
of the leaders of different parties in this House, which will bring tip 
scheme# that are in operation now' and see which road is very urgent 
and which road is very necessary and to start work in accordance 
with priority and the urgency and necessity of each rood. * 

With these few words, Sir, I oppose the resolution as a matter of 

► principle. 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAH MOOD: Mr. Chairman, in rising to 
support the resolution moved /o ably by my honourable friend 
Mr. Azhar AH, I would like to say a few words by way of reply to 
what Mr. Hashemy has just now said in the House. Sir, he has said 
that the party to which Mr. Azhar Ali belongs is always selfish, but 
I would ask the honourable members through you, Sir, to judge 
whether Mr. Hashemy is not more selfish when he says that the 
Khulna-Bagerhat Road is more important and that the Satkhira Road 
should be taken up first in preference to other roads. After saying 
this, I would leave the matter to honourable members of the House to 
judge whether it would not have been magnanimous on his part to 
point out some of the roads in the constituencies of some members and 
ask them to be taken up by Government first and then he could have 
pointed out to Government that the road in his constituency is equally 
important and should also he taken up by Government. So, Sir, it is 
easy to the members to understand his selfishness for his move in this 
direction . 

Now, Sir, whut my honourable friend Mr. Azhar Ali has placed 
before this House is this. Every member of this House is fully aware 
that Serajganj in the district of Pabna is mainly a jute-growing sub*' 
division. It will be admitted. Sir, that jute cannot be sold by 
.oarryinjgr t<> h&t* anrl ha*/tr* ir* bundles of seers and maunds. Lakhs 
and lakhs of maunds of jute are grown throughout the whole district. 
Over and above this, Sir, a peculiar circumstances has arisen on 
account of the release of two-thirds of land on account of restriction 
of jute. Now, Sir, as a result of this, the agriculturists of the district 
of Palma have taken recourse to the cultivation of sugarcane. I ask 
the Hon bio Minister through you, Sir, how these agriculturists will 
be able to convey their jute or sugarcane which will be grown through- 
out the district. You know very well. Sir, that the district of Pabna 
on one side is surrounded by the river Padma and on the other side 
by tbe mighty river J annum. Everybody knows that the entire 
district was full of rivers and small rivulets, but what is the position 
now? Since the last ten years, on account of the erosion of the 
mighty rivers Padma and Jamuna, all these tributaries, rivers and 
rivulets have been silted up as a result of whieh for three months in 
the year generally these agriculturists who used to convey their jute 
by boats have to stop it on account of the deposit of silt on these small 
rivers and streamlets, I ask my friend through you, Sir, is it 
justifiable on the part of my honourable friend Mr. Azhar Ali to place 
before this House the need of a particular district which I submit 
through you. Sir, is not in fact the need of a particular district, but 
really of the whole province, because merchants and traders from other 
districts ftock round there for making trade in jute and sugarcane P 
Naturally, Sir, the question of communication will have to be solved. 
May I ask what up till now this Government have done to solve tbia 
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most intricate and important question of the road problem? Sir, 
Government has tried to excuse itself by saying that as the Road 
Development Fund has already spent some money for the construction 
of a part of the road from Ishurdi to Pabna and so Pabna cannot 
legally claim any additional money for the construction of the Grand 
Trunk Road. May I ask the Hon'blc Minister what is the criterion 
for him to take up other particular roads? As my honourable friend 
has already pointed out that construction of roads is taken up without 
having regard to the serial number, the importance of the roads or 
according to the numerical number, may I a>k the Ifon’hle Minister 
in charge of Communications what was the necessity for ignoring 
Roar! No 2b and taking up Road No. T2? 

Now, in this connection. Sir, as legards the needs of other 
districts. ma\ I ask the llon'hle Minister through sou. Sir. what was 
the most important factor that compelled Government to take up all 
the roads in the Presidency and Rurdwan Division, ignoring the 
claims of all the roads of the Rajshahi Divisions? The district of 
Pabna supplies almost one-fifth of (lit* entire output of jute in Bengal. 
Is it not a fact that the European inerehants who have settled there 
lor years together are currying on business of jute flourishingly? Have 
Government considered for a moment the desit ability of giving faci- 
lities to the traders of all sections and communities coming from the 
different parts of India? Have they eonsidered the conveniences of 
the agriculturists who by the construction of roads might get every 
faeiliu to take their jute from the nook and corner of the villages to 
the ecntre~-Sei ajganj and Pabna? Have thev considered the point 
that the facilities of communication will give 1 them better prices and 
other facilities as. for example, giving medical help and other help 
with regard to their dail> requirements of life. 1 am asking the 
honourable members of this House through you, Sir, whether the 
Hon’blc Minister in charge of Communications has also taken into 
consideration the serious disaster that might befall very soon on 
account of the release of two-thirds of the land in whieh only sugarcane 
will be cultivated ami no other crop will be cultivated. But what will 
the agriculturists do with sugarcane? Will the\ eat it? Is it an 
eatable thing that they can consume it? Have Government any 
responsibility to convey sugarcane from one part of the subdivision to 
other parts, or have they given any facilities to carry the sugarcane 
from the nook and corner of the villages to the mills, and have Govern- 
ment contemplated the desirability of establishing any sugar mill 
there so tbat the agriculturists of the district might easily carry their 
sugarcane there for crushing purposes? Now I think Government, 
especially the Department of Communications, is not taking any 
interest in the matter. They are not looking at the thing wi?h a clear 
vision*, and they are only thinking of the matter from the point of view 
m that as some portion of money from the Road Development Fund has 
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already been spent for the purpose of making roads in this district, 
so no more money can be spent for the purpose of constructing roads 
in this district. Through you, Sir, may I ask the Hon’ble Minister 
just to reply whether he has ever thought about the matter and whether 
he has ever consulted the Minister of Agriculture on the point that 
the people of this district are clamouring for a long time for the 
establishment of sugarcane mills there? I think that if the Govern- 
ment do not find a solution for this, there will be a crisis and there 
will be a disaster in that area. I would therefore request the Hon’ble 
Minister just to think and consider whether the Trunk Road, for the 
construction of which my honourable friend has moved this resolution, 
is absolutely necessary not for the convenience only, nay for the very 
existence of the people of the district? If the Government think that 
trade and commerce must grow, that trade and commerce must flourish 
and that the people of the district should not die, they must take 
necessary steps in the matter. As the members of this House very 
well know, the people of the district of Pabna mainly depend on jute 
and next on sugareane. Are the Government going to solve the 
question of eonnminieation ? What is that solution? Are they going 
to open up all the dead and dying rivers which have been silted up 
by the deposit of a huge quantity of sand thrown by the mighty and 
turbulent rivers daiuuna and Padmu? This question concerns the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Works and rommunications. Has he 
ever (bought of this problem? If he has not. what is the other alter- 
native before him? Is he going to seriously consider whether the 
project can be taken up by Government or not? It is a life-and-death 
problem for the people of the district of Pabna. 1 request the Hon’ble 
Minister through you. Sir, to give his serious consideration to this 
matter. It. is not an ordinary matter in which he can rest content 
with putting forward an excuse before the House. Because some 
portion of the road development money has been spent on the Pabna- 
lshurdi Road, has the district of Pabna got no other claim for some 
more money being spent over the construetion of other roads? I ask 
him through you. Sir. what efforts the Government are making to 
solve the communication problem in the district of Pabna? Have the 
Government ever communicated with steamer companies, so that the 
latter might take steps to tackle the problem of opening up the chart 
and open up steamer service? If they have not, they have totally 
failed in their duty. Have the Government put themselves in com- 
munication with the railway authorities to find out whether the 
latter are willing to take up any project of a line from Pabna to 
Serajganj rui Ataikula from Serajganj to Chandaikona and from there 
to Bogra? If they have not doue so, they have neglected their duty 
and criminally neglected their duty. Have the Government ever 
thought of opening up these dead and dying rivers themaelvey? If 
they have not, they are equally guilty. I do not want to detain the 
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House by making an elaborate speech. I only ask the Hon’ble Minister 
through you, Sir, to reply direct to the questions which I hare just 
now put to him. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

( After adjournment .) 

Babil MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Sir, I rise to support the resolu- 
tion moved by my honourable friend Maulvi Ashur Ali. The other 
day the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the department, in reply to a 
question put by my friend Maulvi Azhar Ali on the floor of this House, 
said that not a single farthing would be spent for the district of 
Pabna; and the ground assigned was that Government had already 
spent some money for the district. From the financial point of view 
the ground assigned by the Hon’ble Minister might be reasonable, but 
on that account it is not at all desirable that the urgency of improve- 
ments and requirements of the district should not be taken into consi- 
deration. If we consider the condition of the district of Pabna. we 
4m\ that the district is wholly in need of the improvement of roads. 
Sir, in this district there are no suitable and all-time available com- 
munications to the different parts of the district. During a part of 
the dry season, that is, from January to the middle of April of the 
year, some conveyances such as bus or curs are available for communi- 
cations from some parts of the district. Hut during the rainy season 
the east side of the district is totally detached from the headquarters, 
and if anybody desires to go from the cast to the headquarters, then 
he has to go vui Faridpur and Nadia districts to Ishwardi and then 
to Pabna by motor. Sir, the district is realls in need of such a road 
as was named by my friend Mr. Azhar Ali, and 1 hope that in consi- 
deration of the requirements and the urgency of the matter, the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge will consider the case of Pabna. 

With these few w r ords, Sir, I support the motion. 

Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I had 
no desire to take part in this debate, but I feel culled upon to speak 
a word on this resolution to reply to some of the points raised by 
Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hasbemy. At the outset I admit the force of 
Mr. Jalaluddin Hasbemy ’s contention that on principle a resolution 
like this, that a particular road should be given preference to all 
other roads in the province without knowing the importance of the 
other rdads, should not be brought before the House. But due to 
circumstances which I am now going to explain Mr. Azh^r Ali is 
perfectly justified in tabling this resolution. Sir, I do not know what 
will h» the fate of this resolution, but it is certainly the attitude of 
-•the Road Development Committee and of the Hon’ble Minister in 
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charge which is responsible for the tabling of a resolution of this sort. 
I was myself a member of Ihe Provincial Road Committee, and I 
know how the committee always muddled the whole question of priority 
of interests and also of importance. Sir, the committee gave class I 
to those roads which have got inter-provincial importance, and .then 
came inter-district roads and then other roads of minor importance. 
I know how the Road Committee worked, and also how the Minister 
in charge of this Road Development Committee was guided in shaping 
his policy. There are two or three inter-provincial roads of which 
the Arrakan Trunk Road is one. The importance of this road has 
been further increased now when the war is near at our door. This 
project was taken up in 1980 as a number-one scheme after a tough 
fight. At that time the Pabna-lshwardi Road or the Ghosepara Road 
did not come in for consideration. But before any money was allotted 
to this project, other minor projects were pushed up, and money was 
spent on them, but no money was provided for this important inter- 
provincial road. Thereafter, however, a sum of Rs. 5 lakhs, to be 
spent one lakh annually, was provided for the construction or 
strengthening of the bridges on this road. 1 may inform the House 
that I myself requested the Public Works Department to take up 
road, but the then Chief Engineer, and Mr. King, the road expert 
of Government, observed that this is a road which should be construct- 
ed by the district board concerned. But later on when the district 
board drew up a scheme, Government raised unnecessary objections, 
saying that the specifications were not correct, although after discus- 
sion they admitted that the specifications given by the district board 
were right and accepted them. But then they took up the road work 
later on overriding the district board and kept it pending from 19514-38, 
doing nothing. Again, a reference was made by the local authorities 
and then it was made over to the district board. The district board 
spent Its. 3,00,000, but there is no money now. A requisition has 
been made to the Eastern Circle for the allotment of further grants, 
but it has been said that the matter is still banging fire, and that there 
is a representation to the Government of India for further grants. 
Sir, in priority of importance this road came first, but it has been 
served last of all. Rs. 5 lakhs only was given, and now it is said that 
there is no money because Government are not getting money from 
the Government of India. Sir, it was the fault of this Government 
that they could not spend large sums of money given to them by the 
Government of India on these inter-provincial roads but allowed them 
to lapse in the Budget. If, therefore, Mr. Azh&r Ali brings in a 
resolution of this type, it is due to that inactivity of the department 
and their failure to discharge its obligation in right earnest, and to 
consider v the degree and priority of interest and importance of these 
roads. Mr. Ashar Ali has done nothing wrong in bringing forward a 
resolution of this type, although it is only to further the interests of^ 



NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. 


m 


1941.] 

his own district. Mr. Haahemy was of course right in opposing it on 
principle, but it has been made possible to bring forward a resolution 
of this type because of the way in which the Bengal Road Development 
Committee has been functioning and also the way in which the 
Provincial Government and the Minister in charge has been acting. 
I have cited the example of the Arracan Trunk Road for which only 
Rs. 5,00,000 has been spent for the purpose of strengthening the 
bridges, and now no further money is available. Government now say 
that they will provide money from the proceeds of the sales tax. 
Whatever Government may now say, the department was so long to 
blame Tor their negligence. With these words, Sir, 1 request the 
ministry to give their best consideration to the question of priority 
of interest and importance of these roads, and also to move the Govern- 
ment of India for further allotments of funds for this purpose to the 
Arracan Trunk Road. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Costimbazar: 

Sir, 1 have every sympathy with the object which led my friend to 
move this resolution. 1 admit that this is No. 1 road for Pabna district 
h % recommended by our Special Officer, and this is a road of inter- 
district importance. The reason for which it has not been possible for 
Government to take it up is that we hud taken up works iu other 
districts and from the funds at our disposal it was not possible to 
provide funds for this important road along with other important roads 
Im other districts. 

Sir, I may at the outset again put before t lie House the procedure 
which is followed in taking up roads from the Road Fund. Sir, you 
may be aware that the control of the Road Fund is left with the 
Government of India and so every roud scheme has to get their sanction 
before it can be taken up. There i.s our provincial Board of Communi- 
cations where all road schemes are placed in the first instance for their 
consideration. That Board select roads according to their importance 
and then recommends schemes to us. We have to send them to the 
Government of India for their approval. The procedure, Sir, certainly 
causes certain amount of delay. I can assure the House that in the 
selection of roads, as I had occasion to state before the House, we are 
. following a considered policy. Our first and foremost concern is to see 
that when roads are selected, they might help the agriculturists to bring 
their produce to the market place. Secondly, we take into considera- 
tion existing roads and if improvement or extension of those may help 
in increasing the motor traffic. Consumption of more petrol will help 
us to increase our share of the Petrol Fund. The figures of the last 
few years will show that with the increased consumption of petrol in 
this province we are getting an increased share from the Petrol Fund. 
The amount has jumped up within a very short space of time. Thirdly, 
Sir, we are tTy\pg to develop trunk roads, not as a whole, but by sections. 
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according to their importance in their locality. These will, according 
to our scheme, ultimately develop into full-fledged Provincial Trunk 
Roads. a 

Sir, it has been said that we have not been able to spend the money 
at our disposal and that some amount has lapsed on that account. 8ir, 
if I give figures from the year we assumed charge, you will see that 
save and except the first year of certified budget, we have never failed 
to spend less than 20 lakhs of rupees. As a matter of fact, the figure 
to-day comes near about 30 lakhs of rupees. That is certainly not a 
small amount which proves that we have failed to spend sufficiently. 
The schemes which we have already taken in hand will require over a 
crore of rupees to he completed. It is an irony of fate that our provin- 
cial finances do not permit of further extension in this direction and 
this 80 lakhs which we could have for road development was on account 
of the accumulated amount during the previous Government. Roughly, 
Sir, we get from 10 to 18 lakhs from the Central Government and the 
balance is made up from the accumulated amount to make up the 30 
lakhs or thereabout. Sir, by the end of 1942 we expect to exhaust this 
accumulated amount and then wc shall be left with only 10 or 18 lakhs 
of rupees to go on with, and we require about a crore of rupees to 
complete the scheme we have already taken in hand. 

Sir, for the schemes which we have sent to the Government of 
India for their approval, the total will come to about a crore and a half. 
The Government of India have unfortunately refused to consider any 
new proposal until further progress is made in the scheme which wc 
have already taken up. We are getting our annual subvention all 
right. There was no case of lapsing of any amount and there was no 
occasion for it. (Mr. Si t keni>iu Nath Biswas: But when are you 
going to spend the amount? That is the question.) We are going on 
spending every year. (Mr. Am. Krishna Ohos f. : Has auy amount, 
lapsed?) Are you deaf? I have just now said about that. 

Sir, there is no denying the fact that wc in this province became 
road-minded very late. While Madras and Bombay had made good 
progress towards road construction, we were lagging behind. (Mr. 
Ati i. Krishna Ghosk: Because of Ministers like you.) That was long 
before we took charge. Sir, it is with the mouey which we got from 
the Road Development Fund that we started road construction in right 
earnest and so far we have completed road construction worth about 
f>3 lakhs of rupees. (Mr. Scrknora Nath Biswas: Why not more?) 
Sir, after what I have stated, it will be clear that this Government has 
been able to spend all the money that it had at its disposal and was able 
to complete road construction to the best of its ability. I admit that 
there wad a certain amount of delay in completing certain roads that 
waa due firstly to the delay in obtaining the sanction of the Government 
of India and secondly, in our taking up a large number of schemes si 
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due time. Sir, I ask you to mark that we have 26 districts, and we are 
getting only 16 or 18 lakhs a year to spend on roads. If we have to 
apply the amount to all the districts, how much could a district get, 
and with that amount what progress can we expect to make? Sir, 
I wish it was possible to get more funds for road construction, so that 
according to the desire of every one of us here, w*e could see a network 
of roads constructed in the province within the shortest space of time. 

Mr. 8URENDRA HATH BI8WA8: In 150 years? 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Or say 2,000 years? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA8EKHAR8ANYAL:^t^r^r District 4 

TOR ^ <3R ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazart 

That shows I am impartial. 

• Sir, with a view' to supplement the Hoad Fund, and to accelarate 
construction of roads, it was necessary to have the Motor Spirit Sales 
Tax. We expect roughly about Its. 12 to 14 lakhs from that tux. 
If we add this to the money which we get aunually from the Rond 
Fund, we will have about Its. 00 lakhs, and I believe that we will be 
able to continue road construction to the extent of that amount every 
ear. Sir, due <0 the desire of a very large number of members of this 
House, as has already been announced by the Hon’ble Finance Minister, 
while the Motor Spirit Sales Tax was being considered, it has been 
decided that a major portion of the money which will be derived from 
that tax 

Rai HAREHDRA NATH CHAUDHURI S The entire amount. 

Tha Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

No I am quite sure, a major portion of that money will be utilised in 
the construction of new roads in districts where no money has been 
spent so far. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Only on new roads? 

Tha Hon’bla Maharaja 8RI80HANDRA NANDY, of Coaaimtoazari 

Tea, and the balance will be utilised in supplementing the Road Fund. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURIt This money is only for 
* the construction of new roads. 

85 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Ooatimbazars 

We have two objects in vi|w. One is construction of new roads in 
districts where no wprk has been taken up and the other is to continue 
the road work taken in hand in other districts. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E: What would be the proportion 
between the two? 

Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS* Are you seriously taking up the 
time of the House? 

Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMAD: May 1 enquire what would 
be the amount for old sanctioned roads? 

Tha Hon’ble Baharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

I may state before the House that we have not violated the principle 
we have been following in selecting No. I roads. That is the principle 
which we propose to follow even when we take up roads from the Motor 
Spirit Sales Tax money. It goes without saying that every case will 
have to be recommended by the Board of Communications. 

Sir. it has been said that the district of Palma is in great need of 
better communication facilities for agriculturists to curry their produce 
to the mill or market places. I do not deny that. Unfortunately that 
is the case with very many other districts in this wretched province of 
ours. 

I have to reply to Mr. Hashemy who has specially mentioned about 
the Satkhira-Nabharan Hoad and the delay that has occurred in connec- 
tion therewith. Hut I muy tell him that the first portion is almost 
complete and the second is awaiting the sanction of the Government of 
India and we are absolutely helpless. 

As regards the Chittagong Rond referred to by .Rhan Bahadur 
dalaluddin Ahmad, there also bridges are completed, but the money 
for the construction of the road lias again been withheld by the Govern- 
ment of India. Sir, these are the reasons why it is not possible for 
this Government to accept the resolution. Even if it was accepted, it 
would remain a dead letter, because without the sanction and approval 
of tho Government of India, it would not be possible to give effect to 
the resolution. 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Could you not construct this 
road out of the provincial revenues? 

i 

Khm Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Move the Government of 
India for their sanction. 
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Thi Han’tito Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Goosimbtzar: 

No, Sir, that may not be possible because it is not a new scheme. 

Sir, after what I have said, 1 think I can now reasonably request 
my friend Maulvi Azhar Ali to be pood enough to withdraw his resolu- 
tion. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI: Sir. if Government have got no other alter- 
native than to get the sanction of the Government of India, I beg leave 
of the House to withdraw my resolution. 

The. resolution of Maulvi Azhar Ali that this Assembly is of opinion 
that the Government do take up the work of construction of Trunk 
Road No. 2b from Palma in preference to other roads was then, by leave 
of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Both Mr. Rasik Lul Biswas aud Mr. Mia Abdul 
Hafiz are absent. I am glad that t lie resolution (No. 2-fl) is not moved, 
because 1 consider that u resolution like this is inconsistent with a 
democratic constitution. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, will you please allow 
Mr. Atul Chandra Sen to move the resolution (No. 4> standing in the 
name of Mr. Pratul Chandra Ganguly? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is Mr. Pratul Chandra Ganguly in jail? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a special case, I allow’ it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, 1 beg to move that this Assembly 
is of opinion that all the persons convicted in Bengal under the Defence 
of India Rules and the Indian Penal Code for offences against the State 
be placed in Division I in jails. 

I thank you, Sir, for having allowed me to move this resolution that 
stands in the name of my honourable friend Mr. Pratul Chandra 
Ganguly who is now in jail. It is an irony of fate that Mr. Ganguly 
who with his experience of jail life in and outside the province extend- 
ing over a good many years of his life as a Revolutionary political 
prisoner might throw helpful light on the subject which no one else in 
the House may do is clapped in jail under a lawless law deprived of his 
right to represent his constituency in this House and voice the people’s 
will in' an unmistakable way. This popular Government in their 
wisdom have not seen their way to allow Mr. Ganguly to be here to-day 
jn our midst and exercise the legislator’s right by moving his ^solution. 
In Mr. Ganguly's absence I shall place it before the House with my 
> observations in^ts support in my own humble way. 
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Now, Sir, what is the opinion expressed in this resolution? It 
weeks to convey that all politi&l prisoners should be placed in one divi- 
sion, viz., Division I. It implies the existence and recognition of a 
special class of prisoners who have been convicted of political offences 
and therefore may be called political prisoners and recommends -that 
they should be accorded a treatment in jails befitting their position in 
society as political prisoners. Sir, I can quite anticipate the Govern- 
ment's attitude towards this question. I have ransacked the Assembly 
proceedings of the last four years and have found that whenever any 
suggestion has been made from this side of the House for according a 
preferential treatment to political prisoners as a matter of right it has 
met with a stout resistance from the Hon’ble the Home Member, 
although he has yielded here and there in minor matters under pressure 
of public opinion exercised here and outside and also perhaps impelled 
by that small still voice which though stifled by political exigencies 
cannot altogether be silenced. 

The Hon’ble the Home Member has all along refused to recognise a 
special class of prisoners called the “political prisoners” and as a 
corollary he has maintained that the question of special treatment* to 
these prisoners as a class does not arise. Whenever minor concessions 
have been made here and there, he has taken particular care to point 
out that he has done it from far other considerations than consideration 
due to their status as political prisoners. Do you know. Sir, a Hindu 
wife never mentions her husband’s elder brother’s name? And the 
Hon’ble the Home Member never mentions the name “political 
prisoners.” I would just refer you to the funny answer which the 
llon’ble the Home Member gave to our honourable friend Mrs. Nellie 
Sen Gupta’s question last year about the diet allowance given to some 
political prisoners in the Chittagong Jail and to the supplementary 
arising out of it. That will give a picture of the Hon’ble the Home 
Member’s mind. That however does not satisfy us. We maintain, 
and we believe rightly so, that people convicted of what are called 
offences against the State form a class by themselves, whom we call 
political prisoners, and are as such entitled to a preferential treatment 
in jails. 

Sir, lei us see whether the English law which generally is the model 
on which our laws are based can throw any light on the subject. 
Turning to the Prison Acts of 1865 and 1867, which in a way form the 
very foundation of modem prison system in Great Britain, we find that 
“persons convicted of sedition or seditious libel were to be placed in 
the First Division” (Ruggles Brise, p. 71). The Rules of the First 
Division in English jails “provide a regime which amounts to no more 
than deprivation of liberty, with such restraint only as is necessary 
for discipline and safe custody.” I quote from “The Modem English 
Prison” J>y L. W. Fox, Assistant Commissioner and Inspector of% 
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Prisons and Secretary of the Prison Commission. “The First Division, 
it should be noted, is reserved for a strictly limited class of prisoners, 
and mainly for those for whom First Division treatment is prescribed 
by statute, e.//., persons convicted of seditious libel. “ To quote 
exactly from “Notes on Imprisonment, 1928“ (p. 5), a short pamphlet 
issued under the authority of the Home Officer giving concise informa- 
tion about the different forms of classifications, etc., in jails in Great 
Britain. 

Sir, next I shall read out to you what the law expects the English 
practice to be in reference to political offences and offenders, a quota- 
tion from the Encyclopaedia of the LawN of England, Part II, p. 208. 

It says: — 

“Where au offence hus been committed, not from motives of private 
spite or interest, but in order to change the Legislature or Executive 
Government in the country it is freeh contended that the offence is 
political and that person** convicled of it should not he treated as 
ordinary prisoners and should he pardoned or amnestied at the earliest 
opportunity The offences to which this contention applies are those 
described as against public order, viz., treason, felon v and sedition or 
interference with the Executive or Legislature h\ unlawful assemblies 
intended to defy or overawe either, riotous protets against the law and, 
in fact, all acts directed to obtain In unlawful means a change in the 
law or general government of the realm.” 

Sir, this is the spirit of the English law on the subject, and it ban 
governed the conduct of the executive and prison authorities in Great 
Britain since the enactments of 18(»i> and 18(»7. In India also some 
eminent Englishmen, members of the Government of India, who 
could not perhaps altogether forget their English tradition and also 
perhaps under pressure of public opinion and therefore in spite of 
themselves had to admit that political 'prisoners deserved a preferential 
treatment. Answering a question of Mr. CJ. S. ltanga Iyer in the 
Indian Legislative Assembly on the 2fith January, 192b, with regard 
to treatment of political prisoners in Bengal, the Hon'hle Sir Alexander 
Muddiman, the Home Member, said, “The Government do give them 
a preferential treatment.” Whether this so-called preferential 
treatment is a reality or a myth, the admission is there that political 
prisoners form a class by themselves and may rightly claim a preferen- 
tial treatment. 1 might also in this connection refer to what the 
Hon’hle Home Member, Sir William Vincent, said in the Indian 
Legislative Assembly, speaking on the question of the repatriation of 
the political prisoners from the Andamans. By the statement that he 
made on the occasion, he conceded beyond doubt that a special 
treatment should be accorded to political prisoners. Th«* British 
conscience represented in the Government of India seemed to be roused 
,once again by the self-immolation of Srijut Jatindra Nath Das who 
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died a martyr's death in a jail in the Punjab by refusing to take food 
as a protest against the kind of%eatment accorded to political prisoners. 
For a time it seemed that earnest efforts would be made to improve 
the lot of the political prisoners in the land, but the scheme that was 
made for the purpose fizzled out before long. But the admission had 
to be made that something ought to be done in the direction. 

Now, Sir, what is the idea underlying the distinction between 
ordinary and political prisoners that entitles the latter to a preferential 
treatment? It is this. There is a class of crimes unlike the ordinary, 
as we have seen from the quotation from the Encyclopaedia of English 
Laws I have just read out, which cannot be attributed to “motives of 
self-interest or spite,” but to higher and really commendable motives 
and which for the very reason cannot be put under the category of 
ordinary crimes. If a crime is an anti-social act which society must 
penalise in order to maintain an undisturbed existence, how will a 
society, a progressive society, I ask, deal with the so-called crimes 
that are directed towards the breaking of the shackles of the society 
so that it may go on unimpeded along the path of progress? That is 
the question. If we claim a preferential treatment for the political 
prisoners in the province, we do it on the ground that these people 
acted in the way they did so that the country might attain the status 
which as a matter of right ought to be hers. If a Pratul Ganguly, a 
Jnan Majumdar, a Naren (Uiakravart> , a Dhiren Datta, a 
I)r. Nalinukshya Sanyal, a l)r. Suresh Banerji, a Bnnkim Mukerji, to 
name only some of our respected colleagues now in jail, broke the law 
in the past or huve broken it to-day, the> have done it. to judge their 
action by the result, so that the country might attain some measure of 
freedom, and should I say also, so that u Fazlul Huq, a Nazimuddin, 
a Suhrawardy, a Bijoy Prasad, a Mukunda Mullick might rule Bengal 
in the name of the people. The latter of course is not true, though it 
has happened so. 

This aspect of the question has got to be remembered in dealing 
with the political prisoners. If this is remembered, the Government 
will be conscious of an obligation to deal with the political prisoners 
with due and special consideration. I know that in some quarters 
in India attempts have been made and are made even to-day to 
repudiate this obligation by making a so-called distinction between 
what are called “municipal” and “international” lawB as was done 
by the Hon/ble Sir Alexander Muddiman more than twenty years 
ago in the ludian Legislative Assembly or as has been done only the 
other day by the Hon’ble Sir Reginald Maxwell in the same House 
speaking on Mr. N. M. Josbi s resolution on treatment meted out to 
D.I.R. detenus. Sir Reginald is prepared, as he says, to “give 
preference,” to quote his words, “to enemy internees who have 
nothing against them except that they owe allegiance to enemy ^ 
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countries, rather than to persons who had of their own deprived them- 
•elves of their liberty for plotting against their own country and those 
who are fighting for it.” If Sir Reginald were to talk on the 
treatment meted oot to political prisoners convicted of so-called offences 
against the State he would in all probability, following the same line 
of argument, say that lie would give preference to prisoners of war 
rather than to the political prisoners in the countn . Sir, 1 am not 
here to reply to Sir Reginald's thoughtless, foolish provocative and 
dishonest remarks — — 

Mf. SPEAKERS Order, order. You cannot use those expressions 
against one who is not here to defend himself. You must withdraw. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: All right. Sir, 1 how down to your 
ruling, though Sir Reginald made more damaging remarks against 
people who could not defend themselves. 

But to the people of his way of think I would say that political 
detenus and political prisoners in India may with propriety be 
regarded as “enemy internees’* or “prisoners of war.” The laws 
they break or are alleged to break are not the laws that express the will 
of the people. The State against which they are alleged to plot is 
not the State that recognises the sovereignity of the will of the 
people. The Government that they may seek to overthrow is not the 
Government established by law as understood in free countries. Their 
action is directed against an unwanted foreign domination which as 
honourable men and women they may feel called upon to overthrow 
by all means which a free country would adopt against an invader, 
which Englishmen, v.g>, would adopt with perfect justification against 
Hitler if he were to subjugate Great Britain. Their status, therefore, 
ia in a way the same as that of “enemy internees” or “prisoners of 
War” which Sir Reginald vainly seeks to repudiate. 

Now, Sir, having given this theoretical background to this question, 
I would ask, are the political prisoners in the province accorded -the 
kind of treatment that their status as political prisoners entitles them 
to? Our answer is an emphatic “No.” You know, Sir, that many 
of our political prisoners even to-day are put under Division III of 
the Jail Code. But do you know what this really means? 1 was a 
prisoner myself for a pretty long time with the Hon’ble Mr. Tamis- 
ttddin Khan — then not Hon’ble — as a fellow-prisoner and to-day I am 
• non-official visitor of a Central Jail, thanks to the good offices of the 
Hon’ble Sir Nazim uddin. 1 can relate to you the lot of these prisoners 
with some accuracy. Food — in the morning “/apshi,” a delicious 
dish of rice gruel mixed with a little salt; at noon — rice, fnost often 
mixed with pebbles of various dimensions; the liquid called **daV* and 
a "vegetable curry.” I would not give other details of the menu. My 
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honourable friend Mr. Charu Chandra Roy gave a realistic description 
the other day on the floor of thf House. But 1 can’t do without saying 
a word about this vegetable curry. I won’t forget it in my life. I 
won’t give it to my cow. In our prison days we called it “ dasyadi 
pactum an offensive smelling Ayurvedic decoction which a patient 
swallows with what pleasure he alone knows. I wonder that this stuff 
made of eatable and uneatable, nameable and unnameable leaves, 
roots and branches, mostly the refuse stock of the jail garden, boiled 
in a veritable witches’ cauldron with little or no oil and spices — I 
wonder that this stuff can be served for human consumption! 

Sir, our young men who suffer imprisonment for political ' ideals 
and ends, however poor some of them may be, are not used to -the jail 
menu I have just now described. 1 shall not take more time of the 
House by describing the kind of clothing, the meagre poor unhygenic 
stuff, supplied to these people or the thousand and one indignities they 
are subjected to in the hands of an unsympathetic jail staff. How 
long will the country allow the people who work for her political 
emancipation to be condemned to Division 111 prisoner’s life? Sir, 
my blood boiled within myself when in course of my inspection one day 
I found one Babu Probod h Chandra Das Gupta, a brilliant young 
man, an M.A. of the Calcutta University, brother of an England- 
returned Engineer, cousin of an ex-Advocate-General of Bengal, who 
chose *to go to jail for a political idea, put under Division III. The 
trying Magistrate was his class mate in the M.A. Classes. One chose 
to serve the Government and became a Magistrate and the other chose 
to serve the country and became his prisoner whom be condemned to 
Division III. This cannot be tolerated even for a moment. It must 
be ended. 

I, therefore, propose that all political prisoners be put under * 
higher division than Division III. I propose Division I and not 
Division II. The facilities which Division l prisoners enjoy, not 
enjoyed by the Division II prisoners, are mainly as follows: (a) bring- 
ing from outside cooked food according to -their choice, (h) wearing of 
their own cloth if desired, (c) having more interviews and letters, and 
(d) having newspapers of their own choice. In support of these 
privileges of political prisoners I can do no better than quote from the 
Hon’ble Sir Nasimuddin’s speech in 1638 Budget Session of the 
Assembly on classification of (prisoners. He said: “Life in prison is 
however an unnatural life. It is a life of restriction, particularly in 
so far as mental activity, social intercourse ami physical movement is 
concerned. From this it follows that prison life may affect the more 
refined and sensitive character far more heavily than the dull or brutal 
type.” 1^ is for these very reasons which -the Hon’ble Sir Nasimuddin 
admits in theory that I propose Division I facilities for political 
prisoners iustead of Division II. 



NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. 


37? 


Sir, let me say a few words about what the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin 
calls tbe “more refined and sensitive character. ” Even if he insists 
on this characteristic as the sole criterion for any preferential treatment 
in jails who among the prisoners as a class have this characteristic in 
an Ample degree if not those whom we cull political prisoners P 
Inheritors of a great thought and cultural legacy these people, some 
of them very deeply well read and versed in modern thought-currents, 
with great ideaa and ideals pulsating through their mental life, who 
among the jail population equal them in “refined and sensitive 
character”? I have seen with amazement the great hunger for news, 
for ideas, the insatiable desire to know how the world is progressing, 
in some of these prisoners placed before whom any stalwart of the 
Treasury Benches w r ould feel small if he really be honest. And yet 
they famish these people, mentally as well as physically. They ought 
to feel ashamed that while providing for amenities for any Tom, 
Dick, Harry or De’Souzu, who may be in jail having committed the 
most heinous crime in the Penal Code, why, because they bear English 
names or have a skin a degree fairer than ours, they refuse the same 
amenities to the sensitive and refined Bengali who can live and fight 
for a great ideal. I consider it a crime done to humanity. You can 
make some amends for the sin of the past few years by accepting my 
resolution without any demur. 

Sir, before I conclude I would say a few words about the costs of the 
proposed classification. The Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin, who opposed the 
“Bengal Political Prisoners Classification Bill, 1939,” introduced by 
our honourable friend Mr. J. C. Gupta in the December Session of the 
Assembly the same year, dismissed it with the following laconic remarks, 
“I am afraid,” said Sir Nazimuddin, “it is not possible to make these 
classifications. It will entail a lot of expenditure and there are obvious 
difficulties in giving effect to the provisions of the Bill.” Speaking on 
expenditure, Sir, may I ask the Hon’ble Home Minister, what becomes of 
the cash profit of more than Rs. if lakhs earned every year in the jails of 
Bengal? It is known that this lurge amount is not spent for the 
amelioration of the lot of the prisoners. We would be quite prepared 
to see that this amount is spent for amenities given to the jail popula- 
tion generally. We would he prepared even to see that this amount 
is apent mainly for those people in jails who earn it by their own labour. 
If due to the proposed classification there be any deficit, the society 
must meet it from other sources. The society must treat the political 
prisoners as “Sannyans” and “ Fakirs ” — political “ Sannyatu ” and 
“Fakir*” — and must feed them because they are its political 
emancipators. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my resolution for the acceptance 
of the House. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH SISWASl Sir, I beg to move by ny of 
amendment 

Mr* SPEAKERS Just a in one or two placet 

tbe language is not very happy. Would you mind a little change P 
Your amendment will then take the following form: — 

“This Assembly is of opinion that all prisoners in Bengal jails, 
whether detained or convicted under the Defence of* India Rules or 
kept under trial or convicted for offences against the State under the 
Indian Penal Code be placed in Division I or a new special division 
be created for those prisoners, and that special rules be framed in 
respect of their ration, interviews, etc.” 

The only change is that in place of “a special division as first clasa 
prisoners” in your amendment T suggest “a new special division be 
created for these prisoners.” 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, you suggest “a new 
special division” 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, would you mind pro- 
posing an addition — “a new special superior division”? 

Mr. SPEAKERS That 1 cannot, because it goes beyond the scope. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Otherwise, Sir, the difficulty 
would be that the new division w'hich may be created may not be of a 
standard of first class or of second class prisoners ; it may even be lower 
than that of third class prisoners. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But there is nothing as first class prisoners or 
second class prisoners. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Yes, there is, Sir. Them 
are Divisions I and II. 

Mr. SPEAKER: They ore not the same thing. 

Mr. SASA^NKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, your suggestion would 
make the language happy, but I want to make it happier by the intro- 
duction of a higher something which would indicate a better type. 

Mr. SPEAKER! But the amendment does not make any mention 
of that. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYALs Sir, the word* “first clans” 
may be deleted. Let us have somethin# that will indicate that the 
clarification will be of a superior type as Division I. 

•Mr, 8PEAKER: I take it that that is the whole meaning of this; 
otherwise, it has got no meaning. If Government want to do it in any 
other way, they can do so, hut the meaning is obviously clear when 
you say “special class.” 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In the original resolu- 
tion there is mention of Division 1. Sir, why will you not permit the 
introduction of “Division T” in the amendment? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. 1 would suggest a new 
special class similar to Division L 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will look into the thing later on. 1 do not want 
to prolong this debate to-day as 1 want to adjourn the House earlier 
ao that it may he taken up next day. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, may 1 appeal to you not 

to adjourn the House very early, as you know the days on which non- 
official resolutions are taken up are few and far between. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I have already fixed Tth of March for non-official 
resolutions. So you can devote the whole of that day to this resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move by way of 
amendment that Resolution No. 4 do take the following form, 
namely — 

“This Assembly is of opinion that all prisoners in Bengal jails, 
whether detained or convicted under the Defence of India Rules or 
kept under trial or convicted for offences against the State under the 
Indian Penal Code be placed in Division I or that a new special Divi- 
sion similar to Division I be created for them and that rules lie framed 
in respect of their ration, interviews, letter-writing, supply of books 
and newspapers and other reasonable amenities.” 

Sir, by my amendment I only want to add two more classes of 
political prisoners to the number which is contained in the main 
resolution. Sir, in the main resolution I find that Division I has 
been demanded for persons convicted in Bengal under the Defence of 
India Rules, but not for persons arrested and detained ynder those 
Rules. Besides, in the main resolution Division I has also been 
demanded for persons convicted under the Indian Penal Code for 
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offences against the State, but not for persons who are under trial for 
offences against the State. Si#> by my amendment I include these two 
classes of prisoners who have been excluded in the main resolution. 

Now, Sir, why do I want this special Division or Division I for 
these poltical prisoners? From my personal knowledge I can tell this 
House that all these prisoners have been given different Divisions — 
Division I, Division II and Division III. The distinction has not 
been made simply on the ground of social status or style of living. I 
know that there have been many such prisoners who have been given 
Division III, although their social status and style of living are equal 
and similar to that of those who have got Division I and Division IT. 
Sir, discrimination has been made for reasons best known to Govern 
ment and those officers who have been authorised to allocate the Divi- 
sions. I do not find any reason for the distinction made between these 
political prisoners, I mean the distinction between one such prisoner 
and another such prisoner; because all of them are accused of or con- 
victed for offences against tile State and all these offences have got one 
common object and that is the object of winning independence for the 
mother country. Then, why has the distinction been made? Was it 
for the difference that may be noticed in the method of fight to win 
independence for the country, namely, the difference between the non- 
violent method and the violent method? Sir, that should not or could 
not have been the cause of such distinction. The Britishers, whose 
representatives ure ruling the destinies of this country, do not claim 
that the fight for independence shall be non-violent, became they have 
laughed ut Mahatma Gandhi for preaching non-violence. Anyway, 
the political prisoners who were convicted for violent acts have stated 
publicly that they have no longer any faith in the method of violence. 
Therefore, the only cause of distinction that might have l>een previously 
urged has now been removed. Then, Sir, after that has been removed, 
why should there be any difference now between one such 
prisoner and another? They are all prisoners on political grounds 
and these poltical prisoners come from the same middle 
class. It may l>e that there are differences between the economic 
conditions of one family and another from which these pri- 
soners come. But the economic condition should not be made an 
excuse for making this difference in respect of Divisions. Now, Sir, 
when that is the position, the question is whether the political prison- 
ers as a class deserve a better and differential treatment. I say, Sir, 
they deserve a/special treatment. Had it not been so, why is it that 
the Government of Bengal have framed special rules for the security 
prisoners of Bengal? Why is it that one of the pledges not only of 
the Kriflhak Proja Party but also of the Muslim League given at the 
time of the last general election was that they would release the poli- 
tical prisoners when and if they were placed in power? Why is it that 
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the Bengal Government released the detenus and not the other prison- 
ers of all jails? Why is it that a special committee was appointed to 
release the political prisoners convicted under the Indian Penal Code? 
Why was Mahatma Gandhi’s intervention desired to change the 
mentality of the political convicts? All these things go to show that 
they deserve a better and differential treatment at the hands of the 
Government. 

Then again, Sir, every civilized Government should treat the poli- 
tical prisoners as a special class of prisoners unlike the ordinary 
criminals, because these prisoners are the political workers who are on 
many occasions responsible for the change of Government and when 
the Government change, those political prisoners take the reins of 
Government. Sir, FTitlei, Franco and l)e Valera are living instances 
on the point. Before they got into power, they had been clapped up 
in jails for their political crimes. There is no denying the fact that it 
is upon the blood and ashes, sacrifices and the sufferings of such poli- 
tical prisoners that a new form of government has been ushered irk 
many countries. It cannot also he denied that upon the blood and 
allies, sacrifices and sufferings of the political workers of Bengal that 
we have got the present Reformed Constitution, as a result of which 
we find to-day the Hon 'hie Ministers over there in the Treasury Bench. 
The edifice of the present Constitution oi India has been lmilt upon 
the foundation of the sufferings and sacrifices of our political worl ers 
alone Is it, therefore, meet and proper for the members of the Coali- 
tion Party and also of the Council of Ministers to he indifferent 
towards them when they have got the power? Should they forget the 
pledge which they had given ut the time of the last general election, 
the pledge to release all the political prisoners of Bengal in considera- 
tion of the greatest contribution made by them for the ushering in of 
a democratic Constitution? It is a pity, therefore, that even though 
that party is still in power, a large number of our political workers 
are still rotting in jails. Not only are they rotting in jails, but the 
present ministry is not prepared even to distinguish them from the 
ordinary criminals and to treat them as special class prisoners. Sir, 
the special treatment which we want to he given to these prisoners 
is not a new demand nor a new concession. In ho far hack as 1921, 
political prisoners were all placed in special class. The Hon’hle 
Mr. Tamisuddin Khan who is not present here was also a political 
prisoner at that time. He could have borne me out that all the poli- 
tical prisoners were in that year placed in a special class. At first, 
the order for a special class was meant for only a few of the prisoners 
in accordance with their standard of living and their social status. 
But those prisoners who were granted a special class refuses! to accept 
the concession unless and until all the political prisoners were given 
that class, and the Hon'hle Mr. Tamisuddin Khan was one of those 
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who refused to accept the concession given. Thereafter, Government 
was compelled to issue an order placing all the political prisoners of 
1921 in a special class. Sir, that was done by the old bureaucratic 
Government. Is it too much, Sir, to ask to-day of their own repre- 
sentatives who form the present ministry to give a special class similar 
to Division I or Division I itself to all political prisoners? May I 
request them to rise equal to the occasion and to consider that theee 
political prisoners not only expected better treatment in the hands of the 
present Government, but release also? I am not asking for their 
release but better treatment for them, and I hope the Hon’ble Ministers 
and the members of the Coalition Party who owe their seats’ in the 
Cabinet as well as here to the sacrifices and sufferings of the political 
workers should consider the case of those amongst them who are now 
behind the prison-bars with sympathy and allot a special class to 
them— 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Discussion on this resolution 
would be resumed on the 7th of March, 1941. The House standa 
adjourned till 10 a m. to-mom>w. 


Adjournment. 


It being 7-20 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 10 a.m. on Saturday, the 16th 
February, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


& O. Prw 1940*41—1 2736A—70S. 
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Jessore district: (Q.) p. 88. 

Internment of Messrs. Nepal Chandra 
Bhnttacharjee, Sushil Banorjee and 
Anil Kumar Sinha of Jeasore; (Q.) 
p. 90. 

Thefts by domestic servants in 
Calcutta: (Q.) p. 132. 

Theft of children by domestic servants : 
(Q.) p. 96. 

Gladding, Mr. D. 

Bengal Motor Spirit* Sales Taxation 
Bill, 1941 : pp. 60, 62. 

Goswami, Mr. Tultl Chandra 

Felicitation on the honour conferred 
upon Mr. Speaker : p. 2. 

Grant-in-aid 

To girls* schools in Goalundo sub- 
division : (Q.) p. 72. 

To high English schools in Noskhali : 
(Q.) p. 291. 

Grants fa educational institutions In 

Khulna district i (Q.) p. 192. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogosh Chandra 

Bengal Motor Spirit (Sales Taxation) 
Bill, 1941. pp. 41, 42, 50, 52, 62, 
67, 109, 110, 118, 119, 121, 122, 123. 

Point of order regarding short-notice 
amendments on the Bengal Motor 
Spirit Sales Taxation Bill: pp. 56, 
57, 58, 59. 

Supplementary Estimate; Demand 
for Grants: General discussion: 
pp. 249-232. 
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Cumins, Mr. DMter Mian 

JUrenae from Darjeeling district : 
(Q.) P. 99. * 

HaMbullah, the Hon' We Nawab Bahadur 
K. f of Dacca 

Allegation againat District Board of 
Bariaal: (Q.) p. 182. 

Bengal Village Self-Government 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939, by Maulvi 
Mohammad Israil, M.L.A. p. 33. 
Cabins in the Calcutta Medical College 
Hospital ; (Q.) p. 190. 

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1940: p. 83. 

Charge for electric fans in Medical 
College Hospital : (Q.) p. 188. 

Closing of the mouth of the canal near 
Raipur station by railway embank- 
ment: (Q.) p. 345. 

Commissioners of the Ntuayangnnj 
Municipality: (Q.) p. 23. 

Delimination of constituencies of Noa- 
khali District Board: (Q.) p. 177. 
Demand for Grants : 38— Medical : p. 

284. 

Election of Chandiberpur Union Board, 
police-station Narail (Jessore) : (Q.) 

p. 186. 

Malaria epidemic in Jessore district: 
<Q ) P- 241. 

Sale of quinine ‘and cinchona to local 
bodies: (Q.) p. 238. 

Scheme for reorganisation of rural 
health work: (Q.) p. 233. 

Hilda River t (Q.) p . 97. 

Namiduddln Ahmet* Khan 8ahib: 

Inspection of free primary’ schools for 
boys and girls in Mymensingh : 
m p. 78. ^ 

High Prtee far Jutei (Q.) p, iso. 

Hindu tabha Oanfaranea at Krtahnagar 
and Oavarnmant oBHara i (Q.) p. 97. 

Hindu students rdsding in mahtabs: 

m p. sw. 


Impaaitien if ths I du o ati a n mm tn 

Howrah district: (Q.) p. 24. 

Inoomt-tax 

Legislation for agricultural — : (Q.) 
p. 342. 

Industrial— Cinchona : 43—. 

Demand for Grants: p. 284. 

Inspection 

Of free primary schools for boys and 
girls in Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 78. 

Internment 

Of Messrs. Nepal Chandra Bhattachar- 
jee, Sushil Banerjee and Anil Kumar 
Sinha of Jessore: (Q.) p. 90. 

Irrigation projects in districts ef Bengali 

(Q.) P- 287. 


Jalaiuddtn Haahemy, Mr. 8yad 

Adjournment motion : p. 242. 

Adjournment motion, regarding alleged 
indiscriminate arrest and ruthless 
lathi charges by the police on the 
Muslim public, including some ladies: 
pp. 205, 206. 

Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation 
Bill, 1941: p. 48. 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941 : 

pp. 216-218. 

Elections to the Dacca University 
Court: (Q.) p. 201. 

Non-official Resolutions: pp. 360-361, 
365-367. 

Scheme for reorganisation of rural 
health work: (Q.) p. 232. 

Supplementary Estimate : Demand 

for Grants: General discussion: 

pp. 244-247. 

Jalan, Mr. Iswar Das 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 
1941 : pp. 150-154, 219-222, 227, 309, 
312, 318, 326, 332-333. 
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Mart ftttJttofi 

By persons detained under Defence of 
India Rales in the Presidency Jail: 
<Q.) P. 100. 

Jut* 

Fall in the price of—: (Q.) p. 83. 
Production and price of— in Murshi- 
dat>ad district: (Q.) p. 23. 

Loan for purchase of — : (Q.) p. 6. 

Purchase of— by Government : (Q.) p. 

79. 

Restriction of — cultivation : (Q.) p. 

7. 

Jut* Restriction Scheme: (Q.) p. 4. 

Kalukhali-Bhatiapara Branch of the 
Eaeterh Bengal Railway: (Q.) p. 191. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra 

Failure of paddy crop in Mnlda dis- 
trict: (Q.) p. 292. 

Kundu, Mr. Niehitha Nath 

Contour Survey in North Bengal : 

(Q.) p. 200. 

Externment order on Miss Kansk Das 
Gupta: (Q.) p. 27. 

Floods in Midnapore district: (Q.) 

p. 26. 

Newspapers supplied to undertrial 
prisoners and detenus : (Q.) p. 132. 

Laok of meant of communications 

Between Bhedarganj and Tarpasa via 
Sureswar during dry season: (Q.) 
p. 14. 

Land Revenue 

Demand for grants: pp. 243-244. 

L ea der ef the Opposition: p. 32. 

Logisiation for agrieuitura) inco m e tax: 

(Q-) P» 842. 

Um^and^ Advanoee by Provincial 

Demand for Grants: p. 285. 


Lean for p ur c h ase sf jartat (Q.) p, 5 

Maji, Mr. AdwaiU Kumar 

Recommendations of the Chaukidari 
Inquiry Committee: (Q.) p. 9. 

Mai, Mr. Itwar Chandra 

Primary education and imposition of 
education cess in the district of 84* 
Parganas: (Q.) p. 194. 

Malaria epidemic In Jeeaort district: 

<Q.) P- 240. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvl 

Religious instruction in guru-training 
schools: (Q.) p. 76. 

Manlruiisman Islamabadl, Maul ana Md. 

Excavation of certain khal$ in Chitta- 
gong district: (Q.) p. 238. 

Maqbul Nceain, Mr. 

Demand for Grant . 40 — Agriculture : 

pp. 280-281. 

Meant of road oommunioation botwoon 
Arambagh and Calcutta: (Q.) p. 12. 

Mcetaga from the Bengal Leglalativo 

Counoil 

Official Trustee* (Bengal Amendment) 
Bill, 1941 ; p. 298. 

Mice Kanak Das Qupta 

Externment order on — : (Q.) p. 27. 

Mohammad AH, Khan Bahadur 

Assessment of primary education oeca 
in Bogra district: (Q.) p. 97. 

Moslem AU Moltah, Maulvl M. 

Appointment# under Director of Agri- 
culture, Bengal: (Q.) p. 199. 
Sinking of tube-w^Jl in Atmighat 
railway station on the Eastern Ben- 
gal Railway: (Q.) p.846. 
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Muhammad Itrfttt* M»mvt 

Compulsory regulation of jute in neighs 
bouring jute-growing provinces and 
States: <Q.) p. 188. 

Distress of jute cultivators: <Q.) p. 
284. 

Election of members of the Board of 
Wakfs: (Q.) p. 288. 

Fall in the price of jute: (Q.) p. 83. 

Financial difficulties of the District 
School Board of Mymensingh : (Q.) 

p. 288. 

High price for jute: (Q.) p. 180. 
legislation for agricultural income-tax : 
(Q.) P. 342. 

Recording of char areas in certain 
police-stations, Kishoreganj subdivi- 
sion: (Q.) p. 362. 

Mukherjaa, Mr. Tank Nath 

Embankment of Darakeswar river in 
Hooghly district: (Q.) p. 199. 

Means of road communication between 
Arambagh and Calcutta : (Q.) p. 12. 

Re-excavation of Aurora Khal in 
Hooghly district: (Q.) p. 105. 

Sale of quinine and cinchona to local 
bodies; (Q.) p. 238. 

Mukharjee, Baku Biiwanath 

Arrest of— of Patuasagar, Bankura: 
(Q.) p. 21. 

MiMlek, Brtjut Athrtoth 

Arrest of Babu Biswanath Mukherjee 
of Patuasagar, Bankura: (Q.) p. 21. 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941 : 

pp. 212*218. 

MtflUak, the Hen'bla Mr. Mukunda Bahary 

Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank 
and its audit report: (Q ) p. 351. 
Distresa of jute cultivators: (Q.) p. 

286. 

Names and qualifications of nominated 
members of C^andtbarpur and Singis 
Debt Settlement Boards, police- 
station Nandi (Jessore); (Q.) d. 217. 


Musharruff Hoatakt, the Hen'We Namah, 

Khan Bahadur 

Appointment of Muslim Munsifs to 
certain posts in Judicial and Legisla- 
tive Departments: (Q.) p. 129. 

Names and dual Iftoat Ions 

Of nominated members of Chandibar- 
pur and Singia Debt Settlement 
Boards, police-station N a rail 

(Jessore): (Q.) p. 236. 

Nandy, the Hon’bla Maharaja Srisohandra, 

of Cossimbaiar 

Communication between east Pabna and 
headquarters of Pabna district : (Q.) 

p. 234. 

Construction of sluice gate for 
Dhopada Khal in Jessore: (Q.) 
p. 203. 

Contour Survej in North Bengal: (Q.) 

p. 200. 

Dacca Mail disaster: (Q.) pp. 197, 
204. 

Difficulty of water transport in Jessore 
district : (Q.) p. 89. 

Drainage of vater-Jcgged areas iu 
Dhalai and Farhadbad in Chittagong 
district: (Q ) p. 105. 

Embankment of Darakeswar river in 
Hooghly district; (Q.) p. 199. 

Enquiry into Dacca Mail disaster : (Q.) 

p. 13. 

Excavation of certain khal a in CliittA- 
gong district : (Q.) p. 238. 

Halda River: (Q.) p. 97. 

Irrigation project* in districts of 
Bengal : (Q.) p. 287. 

Kalukhali-Bhatiapara Branch of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway: (Q.) p. 
191. 

Lack of means of communications 
between Bbedarganj and Tarpasa via 
Sureswar during dry season: (Q.) 
p. 14. 

Means of road communication between 
Arambagh and Calcutta : (Q.) p. 12. 

Non -official Resolutions : dd. 867-871. 



rot. LIX, No. 1.J 

(Mhr, the Hen’Me Maharaja 

*f Slliaibiair — conoid, 

Provincialisation of Rangpur-Pala&hbari 
Road in Rangpug district: (Q.) p. 
22 . 

R«-excavation of Aurora Khal in 
Hooghly district: (Q.) p. 106. 

Sinking of tube-well in Atraighat rail- 
way station on the Eastern Bengal 
Railway. (Q.) p. 347. 

VarayapganJ Municipality 

Commissioners of the — : (Q.) p. 22. 

Matlmuddln, the Hon’Me Khwaja Sir 

Application by Rabindra Mohan Sen 
Gupta for granting interviews with 
near relations: (Q.) p. 128. 

Application of Defence of India Rules 
on the “Desher Vanee” of Noakhali : 
(Q.) P. 89. 

Application of Rabindra Mohan Sen 
Gupta for granting interviews with 
his nephews: (Q.) p. 92. 

Application for permission to attend 
Assembly Session by Mr. Pratul Chan- 
dra Ganguli, M.L.A. : (Q.) p. 99. 

Arrest and subsequent release of Haji 
Abdul Quadir: (Q.) p. 19. 

Arrest of Babu Biswanath Mukherjee of 
Patuasagar, Bankura : (Q.) p. 21. 

Charge against persons arrested under 
Defence of India Rules: (Q.) p. 99. 

Eastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal 
Battalion Amendment) Bill, 1941 : 
p. 38. 

Externment order on Miss Kanak Das 
Gupta: (Q.) p. 28. 

Extern mont order under the Defence of 
India Rules: (Q.) p. 25. 

Hindu Sabha Conference at Kristi- 
nagar and Government officers : (Q.) 

p. 98. 

Internment of Messrs. Nepal Chandra 
Bhattacharjee, Suahil Banerjee and 
Anil Kumar fiinha of Jessore: (Q.) 
p. 90. 

Joint petition by persons detained 
under Defence of India Rales in the 
Presidency Jail: (Q.) p. 101. 


if 

NukMatotn. tlm Htfl'M* KMn|* 

conoid. 

Newspapers supplied to undertrial pri- 
soners and detenus: (Q.) p. 133. 
Persons arrested throughout Bengal 
under Defence of India Rules (Q.) 
p. 93 

Persons detained under Defence of 
India Rules and their trial: (Q.) 
p. 27. 

Recommendations of the Ohaukidari 
Inquiry Committee: (Q.) p. 9. 

Thefts by domestic servants in Cal- 
cutta: (Q.) p. 132. 

Theft of children by domestie servants: 
(Q ) P- 97. 

Treatment towards Sj. Gour Ganguly, 
on undertrinl prisoner in Berampore 
Sub-Jail : (Q.) p. 125. 

Validity of election of Khan Bahadur 
Anwarul A*im, M.L.A. : (Q.) p. 120. 

Newspapers supplied to undartrtal 
prisoners end detenus: (Q.) p. 132. 

Norton, Mr. N. ft. 

Bengal Finance (Hales Tax) Bill, 1941 : 
pp. 312, 313. 

Notloe of amendments regarding Bill*: 

pp. 31-32. 

Number of Scheduled Caste members on 
the Dlstrlet School Boards: (Q.) p. 16. 

Oath: p. 1. 

Obituary: p. 174 . 

Obituary reference: p. 3. 

Old scheme madreeahs In ftanspur die* 

trieti (Q.) p. 290. 

Outstanding a«ieetion§i p. 242. 

Outstanding Starved Questions at Bis SH» 
February: p. 287. 

Pabna Ouru*trainlng Aheel 

Religious instruction in—: (Q-) P* H* 


INDEX. 
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Pawal af Ctutmmi p. 3. 

Pone! for geoond Maulvis in the Bubers I* 
nets I durational Sorvtees (Q.) p. 77. 

ray and proapoot of tho Inf trior Qevern- 

mtnt servants: (Q.) pp. 29, 30. 

Persons arroattd throughout Bongo! 
untfor Dofonoo of India Rules: (Q.) 
p. 93. 

Ptrtont dotainod undtr Dtfonot of India 
Rufat and thoir trials (Q.) p. 27. 

Point of ardor 

Regarding short-notice amendments 
proposed by Government on the 
Bengal Motor Spirit (Sales Taxa- 
tion) Bill : pp. 56-69. 

Poatpontment of raaliaation of aduoation 
oota in Murthidabadt (Q.) p. 201. 

Primary aduoation and impoaition of adu- 
oation oaaa in the district of 24- 

Parganati (Q.) p. 194. 

Primary aduoation of tho minority oom- 
munitioa of Noakhaih ^Q.) p. 289. 

Praduotion and prioo of Jute in Murshi- 
dabad diatrieti (Q.) p. 23. 

Provinoialiaation of Rangpur-Palaahbari 
Road In Rangpur distriot: (Q.) p. 21. 

Placing of tho Report of Publio Aooounta 
before tho other House for diaoutaion 

Discussion: pp. 307-308. 

Purohaee of |uta by Government: (Q.) 

p. 79. 

Purohaoe of khaddar and other products 
of oottqge industries by Government t 

(Q.) p. 347. 

Raikut, tho Handle Mr. Praaaima Dab 

Demand for Grants — 

10 — Forest : p. 286. 

43— Industries— Cinchona : p. 284. 
Realisation of licence fees of foreign 
liquor shops and other excise shops : 
<Q.) p. 131. 

R iiM P ur ^Paloohhori Road 

Provinciolisation of — in Rangpur dis- 
trict: (Q.) p. 21. 


Baollsatian of Uoanoa foot of faraign 
ikpior shops and othar excise shops: 

(Q.) p. 131. 

# 

Recognition of Mahotwarpata gohool of 

Arts, Daulatpurs (Q.) p. 295. 

Rooommondatione of tho Chaukidari 
Inquiry Committee: (Q.) p. 9. 

Rooording of char areas in oertain polioe- 
stations, KishoftganJ subdivision 

(Q.) p. 352. 

Ra-exravation of Aurora Khaf in Hooghly 
distriot: (Q.) p. 105. 

Religioua instruction in guru-training 
sohools: (Q.) p. 75. 

Religious instruction in Pabna Guru- 
training 8ohool: (Q.) p. 11. 

Report of the Committee of Publio 
Aooounta 

Discussion : pp. 298-305. 

Reports of the Publio Aooounta Com- 
mittee: p. 35. 

Presentation, p. 308. 

Resolution, Non-omeial : pp. 354-382. 

Restriotion of Jute cultivation: (Q.) p. 
7. 


Revenue from Darjeeling distriot: (Q.) 

p. 99. 

Revenue reoeipte of Go v e rnm en t and 
expenditure inourrod under now 
schemes: (Q.) p. 175. 

Rights and privileges of non-agrioulttf- 
ral tenants 

Committee for enquiry into the — : 

(Q.) p. 14. 

Rios in the prise of paddy and rise: 

fO.l n. 87. 
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Means of — between Arambagh and 
Calcutta: (Q.) p. 12. 

*•** the Hon’bla Sir Sijey Prated 
Singh 

Assessment of primary education cesa 
in Bogra district: (Q.) p. 97. 

Committee for enquiry into the rights 
and privileges of non-agricultural 
tenants: (Q.) p. 15. 

Demand for Grants — 

54 — Famine: p. 285. 

7 — Land Revenue : p. 243. 

29— Police: pp. 274, 279-280. 

Distress due to failure of paddy crops 
in Murshidabad district: (Q.) p. 
293. 

Failure of paddy crop in Malda dis- 
trict: (Q.) p. 292. 

Floods in Midnapore district: (Q.) p. 
27. 

Revenue from Darjeeling district: 

(Q.) P- 99- 

Supplementary Estimate: Demand for 
grants — 

28 — Jails and Convict Settlements. 

pp. 204, 289-273. 

7 — Land Revenue: p. 269. 

Survey settlement operation at Ber- 
hampore in Murshidabad : (Q.) p. 

343. 

Ray, Mr. Chart! Chandra 

Supplementary Estimate: Demand for 
Grants: 28— Jails and Convict Set- 
tlements: pp. 287-289. 

Rdy, Mr. Dhananjoy 

Free-studentshipa to Scheduled Caste 
students in Dacca district: (Q.) p. 
74. 

*•*. Mr. Kiraa •arahar 

Notice of amendment* regarding Bills : 

pp. 31-32. 

VMy, Mr. Pattram 

Grants to educational institutions in 
Khulna district: (Q.) n. 192 



Boarding arrangements far stinrleali 

of-: (Q.) p. 26. 


Salt of quintns and stnohana ta fetal 

bodfeai (Q.) p. 238. 

Sanaultah, Dr. 

Appointment of Muslim Munstfs to 
certain posts in Judicial and Lsgia 
lative Departments*: (Q.) p. 129. 

Boarding arrangement* for students of 
Sukhawat Memorial Girls’ High 
English School : (Q.) p. 25. 

Drainage of water-logged areas in 
Dhalai and Farhad bad in Chittagong 
district: (Q.) p. 104. 

Halda River: (Q.) p. 97. 

Validity of election of Khan Bahadur 
Anwarul Aaim, m.l.a. : p. 126. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nafhtaktha 

Bengal Provincial Cooperative Bank 
and its audit report: (Q.) p. 350. 

Contribution by the Government of 
Bengal towards the prosecution of 
the war or defence of India: (Q.) p. 
16. 

Dacca Mail disaster : (Q.) p. 204. 

Hindu Sabba Conference at Krishna- 
gar and Government officers: (Q.) 
p. 97. 

Irrigation projects in districts of 
Bengal (Q.) p. 287. 

Sanyal, Mr. iaaanfca tefchar 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) BUI, 1941: 
pp. 148450, 210, 211, 212, 216-216, 
228-229, 314 , 316, 319, 320, 321, 323, 
324 , 325, 329, 330, 333, 334. 

Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation 
Bill, 1941: pp. 41, 43, 48, 61, 66, 
56, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71. 

Distress due to fsilurs of paddy crops 
in Murshidabad district : (Q.) p. 
293. 

Postponement of refutation of educa- 
tion cesi in Murshidabad: (Q.) p. 

€V»1 
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Production and price of jute in Mu fr 
shidabad district; (Q.) p. 28. 

Report of the Committee of Public 
Accounts; pp. 300-303. 

Supplementary Estimate : Demand for 
Grants: 28—Jails and Convict Set- 
tlements: p. 260. 

Survey and settlement operation at 
Berhampore in Murshidabad : (Q.) 

p. 843. 

•arkar, tabu Madhuaudan 

Non-official Resolutions : p. 365. 

Scheduled Oat tea 

Number of — members on the district 
School Boards; (Q.) p. 16. 

ftoheme for reorganisation of rural 

health work; (Q.) p. 232. 

San, Mr. Atul Chandra 

Dacca Mail disaster ; (Q.) p. 107. 

Non-official Resolution ; pp. 371-377. 

•an Qupta, Mrs. Nsiiis 

Supplementary Estimate : Demand for 
grants 28 — Jails and Convict Settle- 
ments; pp. 266-267. 

•on, tabu Nagandra Nath 

Arrest and subsequent release of Haji 
Abdul Quadir : (Q.) p. 19. 

Treatment towards Sj. Gour Ganguly, 
an undertrial prisoner in Serampore 
Sub-Jail : (Q.) p. 124. 

fthahabuddtn, Mr. Khwaja 

Bengal Motor Spirit (Sales Taxation) 
Bill, 1941: p. 120. 

Iftiamauddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Adjournment nurtioa. regarding indis- 
criminate arrest and ruthless lathi 
charges by the police on the Muslim 
public, including some ladies : 
pp. 207, 208, 209. 

Demand for Gi&nt : 40— Agriculture : 
pp. 281-882. 
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Sinclair, Mr. 4 . 

Bengal Motor Spirit (Sales Taxation) 
Bill, 1941: pp. 41, 44, 51, 52, 53, 
54, 63, 71. 

8mking of tube-well in Atraighat rail- 
way station on tho Eastern Bengal 

Railways (Q.) p. 346. 

Sptakar, Mr. (tho Hon’ble Sir Muham- 
mad Azizul Haque, C.I.E, Khan 
Bahadur). 

Adjournment motion regarding alleged 
indiscriminate arrest and ruthless 
lath i charges by the police on the 
Muslim public, including some ladies: 
pp. 205, 206, 207, 208, 209. 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941 : 
pp. 314, 315, 316, 317, 320, 321, 324, 
331, 333. 

Bengal Motor Spirit (Sales Taxation) 
Bill, 1941: pp. 41, 42. 43, 50, 53, 
54, 55. 56, 61, 62, 64, 65, 68, 69, 70, 
109, 110, 119, 122. 

Observation on the Point of Order 
regarding Government short-notice 
amendments on the Bengal Motor^, 
Spirit (Sales Taxation) Bill : pp. 57, 
58, 59. 

Observation relating to notice ot 
amendments regarding Bills: p. 32. 

Procedure to be followed in dealing 
with Government amendments on 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill : 

pp. 210, 211, 212. 

Regarding admissibility of an adjourn- 
ment motion : p. 242. 

Reply to the felicitations: p. 2. 

Special Officer's report regarding pay 
And prospect! of inferior employees: 

<Q.) p. 204. 

Sugarcane cultivation in SiraJganJ sub- 
division; (Q.) p. 87. 

Suhrawardy, the HofPble Mr. N. ft. 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941 : 
pp. 34, 138-144, 168-172, 222-224, 227, 
228, 229*230, 309, 311, 312, 313, 314, 
316, 317, 318, 319, 322423, 325, 326, 
327, 333, 834-335, 339. 
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Bengal Motor Spirit (Soles Taxation) 
Bill, ml: pp. 34, 36, 37, 33, 44, 
46*47, -48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 60, 
61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 69, 70, 71, 105, 
106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 
114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 120, 121, 122, 
123, 

Communication between headquarters 
of Nonkhali and certain islands in 
Noakhaii district: (Q.) p. 190. 

Compulsory retirement of Government 
servants after 25 years of service 
(Q.) p. 18. 

Contribution by the Government ot 
Bengal towards the prosecution ot 
the war or defence of India : (Q.) 

p. 16. 

Demands for tho excess expenditure 
incurred in 1938-39; p. 36. 

Demand for Grants — Interest-free 
Advances: p. 285. 

22 — Interest on Debt and Other 
Obligations : p. 284. 

Loans and Advances by Provincial 
Governments : p. 285. 

56— Stationery and Printing : p. 285. 

Excess Grants for the year 1938-39: 
pp. 305, 307. 

Legislation for agricultural income-tax : 
<Q-> P . 342. 

Pay and prospect of the inferior 
Government servants: (Q.) pp. 29, 
30. 

Point of order regarding short notice 
amendments on the Bengal Motor 
Spirit (Sales Taxation) Bill : pp. 
57, 58, 59. 

Report of the Committee of Public 

. Accounts: pp. 36, 304-305. 

Revenue receipts of Government and 
expenditure incurred under now 
schemes; (Q.) p. 176. 

Rise in the price of paddy and rice: 
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